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Theatregoing a Global Habit, Sez Hope: 
Public Needs to Be ‘Dazzled a Little 





By LES REES 


Minneapolis, June 19. 

Getting around the: world and 
making personal contacts with, peo- 
ple, as well. as observation, has 
convinced Bob ‘Hope . that. thea- 
tregoing is- mainly a habit. In this: 
country, high living costs, .steep 
income taxes, installment pana 
on new homes, autos,’ sets and 
other consumer goods during .the 
past, several years, thus ‘curtailing 
entertainment purchasing: power— 
as well as the novelty. of and con- 
venience of TV as an entertain- 
ment substitute—has* gotten too 
many people out of the habit of 
attending picture theatres, Hope 
feels. he problem now is how 
to get them back into the groove— 
and it .can. be solved, he. empha- 
sizes. (The comedian stopped 
off here to do a Show while en 
route home. to. Hell from 
Britain.) 

Hope isn’t pessimistic regarding 
pictures’ future and, he says, films 
will continue to be a. main love 
and to receive the bulk of his ef- 
forts. He still feels that’ the thea- 
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te get the publ 
(Continued on page 63) 


Cisco Kid Gets Brush 










country. The Kid 
rendered the gun without a otrug- 
gle. The customs men 
gave him back the bullets, 
But that indignity wasn’t all. The 
escort of Canadian motorcycle po- 


lice didn’t show. up. So, grinning 
Detroit police back on 
their cycles and ed Cisco into 


downtown Windsor. 
The Detroit Free Press com- 













Amus. Stocks Way Off 


Value. of amusement industry 
stock issues on the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change fell off $68,476,781 in the 
last year, it’s disclosed this week. 
Similarly down is the average price 
of the combined-amusement shares, 
from $20.45 to $17.42. 


valued at $1,076,556,955 as of last 
May 31, the Exchange reported. 
This compares with a total market 
valuation of $1,145,033,736 as of 
May 31, 1950. 


Report Uta Hagen 
‘Mystery Witness 


Washington, June 19. 
n; star of “Country 
@way and ex-wife of 
is understood su 
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Girl”. on- 


up in Hollywood from .Mexico and 
accepted -service of a committee 
subpoe 


here probably will 
by a eer of about one 
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AM BALKED ON 
LOW-COST PLAN 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The TV freeze ou station con- 
struction is disrupting the con- 
version ‘of radio into a low-cost 
medium, with the result that the 
uncertainty and confusion as to the 
whole future status of network ra- 
dio continues at an accelerated 
pace. 

There is a growing fear among 
industry leaders that with each 
month lost, radio, in its current 
fumbling era, is retreating 
and that a year or two hence, 
instead of finding Its proper sphere 
in the advertising pattern, it will 
have suffered irreparable damage. 

The keen appraisers among the 
leaders in radio, in the moments 
when they’re not too stunned and 
overwhelmed by the AM recession 
and sponsor reluctance to embrace 
the medium, are involved. in blue- 

the “radio of tomorrow.” 
are certain in their ednviction 
joven be TV grows and becomes 
sive, AM should resolve 
itself in a low-cost medium that 


will provide mass ¢ for 
all but the gr pee who 
can afford to with 


play 
$75,000 to eta a week 
Pro- 


But their a ty stems from the 
ere along the line, : 
the timetable for the -of, 

ittern 


has gone astray, They fear the 
current eeds, in the efforts to 
Fn ‘to the “new 

interim pe- 
God. 


it may never recover. 

Oddly enough, a great measure 
of the blame for a state of affairs 
which finds radio dangling in mid- 


a protracted 
‘adioae the whole cause of | 
radio a stunning blow from which ' 





air, betwixt the old established 
(Continued on page 55) 





















See Top Sports Off Network Video, 
Into Theatre TV, Via Louis Fight's BO. 


By BOB STAHL 


Tremendous success of* theatre 
television’s first major exclusive 
via the Joe Louis-Lee Sayold fight 
last Friday night (15) may create 
@. major change in the TV. net- 
works’ programming picture by 
eliminating. all the top °sports 
events. Based on the*-SRO biz hung 
up not only at the. theatres but. at 
Madison Square ._Garden;,N.. Y., 
a the fight originated; sports 


usiastic over 
ssibilities Re theatre TV 








Trans-Ocean Deejays 


Two-way . trans-Atlantic disk 
jockey show; between Skitch Hen- 
derson in New York and Franklin} 
“Jingles” Englemann in London; 
will be aired by WNBC,:N. Y., and 
the British Broadcasting Corp. 


Show. will be heard in New York 
on Saturdays at 2-2:30 p.m., start- 
ing this week (23). Henderson will 
play requests from American lis- 


teners, with Englemann + vito 


Se. 


lly providing them with the 
piniete, | Tosemat music- | biggest gates in history, while at 
makers in N. ¥. and Yank | the same time retaining the basic 


talent visiting London. sports structure of in-person sell- 


Color Gridcasts 
On Tap for Fall? 





outs, 
As a result,.it’s expected that the 
<i] promoters will er to do busi- 


ness” with. theatres henceforth to 
the complete exclusion of such 
events from regular home video. 
Hint of that was furnished... Mon- 
day (18) when Louis, beg” kayoed 
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Some of the top college football |! 
aye epbeday yd te regain’ hi 
the NCAA ang to. Army, Navy . Yankee 
Columba. for” permieion ~~ 
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banned. ergs n 16) 

NCAA has proposed 
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- Pverflow Crowds. 
From Louis Fight TV 


_Exelusive theatre tel 





(Coptinyed.oF on page 55) 





i Mayer Would. Keep M-G Stake 


ed on the overflow . Big-” 
Valued at $25,000,000 In Exit AY inte angie ea ak 
When the technical angles in ter- | ing the, total to sopratately 800 total gross of $22,000 for the eve- 
mination of his contract at | pix. Mayer also 10% of | ning, with sta: and ways 
are worked out, Louis B. Mayer value of any ot such|the rule. —— 
will still have a potential stake in ag ata a ell ua ate In Chicago, ‘wheke Balaban & 
Seeman ts cscncita ef" the |i Tekoneting: tela. into tome olin thatuce aatioae, sees 
n 

studio v.p. . dollar vis conditionsd cdl Tivemcmebiendetres wore ona 

two-hours before the bout : 


Delaying the pri over-due 


mage ve «noes reed the pact are | course. 


the intricate legalistics involved. 
However, Mayer has until June 30 
to serve notice on the company 
and is expected to stay on the M-G 
lot. until about the’ middle of 












Many customers arrived in mid- 
afternoon with their lunches. State- 
Lake, which uses Paramount’s in- 
termediate film method of theatre 
TV, repeated the film again at 
10:30 p.m. to accommodate. those 
turned away from the initial show- 
ing. It, too, was sold out. 

Shea's Fulton Theatre; Pitts- 
burgh, only one tc use the, ‘General 


f 
tne eo din ten 
a 
On the basis of Agures compiled 
by observers, the 800 films in 
entire‘lineup have an estimated av- 
or 
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erage value of $31,000 each, 
$3,100 for 
films are 


* Many. of the 
it's conceded. 


a rg tet a, SO alin 
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liv Eceplies in A Toes 
Set for Okay by House This Week 


Washington, June 19. 

Number of new exemptions in 
admissions taxes and othér excises 
feature the tax bill which the 
House of Representatives is ex- 
pected to approve this week. How- 
ever some of the exemptions are 
expected to draw complaints from 
theatre operators and may be 
changed later by the Senate. The 
bill, as it was sent by the Ways 
and Means Committee to the House 
on Friday (15), provides ov®rail 
for an increase of more than $7,- 
000,000,000 in Federal taxes: 

House passage in the. present 
form is assured since the measure 
goes to the chamber under the 
customary gag rule, which means 
it can’t be amended on the floor. 
This, however, does not prevent 
the Senate from making changes. 

Following are special features of 
interest to show biz: 

1. The 20% general admissions 
tax is continued, but subject to 
certain exemptions. Where the ad- 
mission is raduced below the regu- 
lar price, the tax need be paid 
only on what is actually charged, 
and free admissions will be com- 
pletely exempt from the 20% bite. 
Also tax exempt will be admissions 
to picture theatres operated by 
a cooperative or a community cen- 
ter and where none of the earn- 
ings are pocketed for private gain. 
(This feature of the bill is draw- 
ing the fire of exhibitors, who claim 
it will subject them to unfair com- 
petition; the Senate may make a 
change.) Also exempted are admis- 
sions to entertainments for the 
benefit of religious, educa- 
tiorfal and_ charitable institu- 
tions; 
fairs, and to non-profit concerts 
and operas such as New York’s 
Metropolitan Opera Co.; entertain- 
ments for the benefit of the Na- 
tional Guard, Reserve Officers 
organizations, war veterans’ posts, 
and police and firemen; and 
athletic events conducted by ele- 
mentary and secondary schools. 
However, the tax must be paid on 
admissions to athletic contests by 
colleges or universities, and on 
wrestling, boxing, earnivals, 
circuses, rodeos, in which there are 
paid entertainers, even though they 
are for the benefit of an exempt 
organization. Also exempted from 
the 20% admissions tax would be 
tickets_for swimming pools, bath- 
ing beaches, skating rinks, eftc., 
which are operated “by a state or 
local community which receives 
the proceeds. 

2. The 20% bite on nitery tabs 
continues unchanged. However, an 
exemption will be made for ball- 
rooms and dancehalls, where the 
service of food is purely secondary. 
But tickets to such establishments 
will continue siibject to the 20% 
admissions levy. 

3. Tax on bowling and 
billiard tables in public blish- 
ments are increased from $10 per 
alley and $10 per table to $25 
apiece per year, 

4. The 25% tax on photographic 
apparatus and the 15% on raw film 
at the manufactu ’ level would 
be changed to a uniform 20%. But 
“business item” costs would be ex- 
empted. This means all photo- 
graphic equipment and raw film 
used by Hollywood to make mo- 
tion pictures and/or advertising 
stills would become exempt from 
the bite, as would such theatrical 
equipment as projectors used by 
theatres. ~ 

5. The 10% matufacturers’ ex- 
cise on radio and TV sets and parts 


admissions to agriculture | 


continues unchanged, but equip- 
ment ‘sold to the United States 
Government for maritime and mili- 
tary purposes becomes exempt, . 

6. Tax on slotmachines jumps 
from $150 per year to $250. 

7. Bookies become subject to 
2 $50-per-year occupational license. 
Also, 10% is placed on the profits 
of gamblers, but pari mutuels and 
slotmachines are exempt. This is 
primarily to reach the take of 
bookies. 5 

8. New language has been writ- 
ten into the withholding tax, 
which provides that corporations 
which pay dividends must withold 
a portion, the same as a portion 
of wages are now withheld for tax 
purposes. Thus, motion picture 
companies, radio stations, etc. will 
have to withhold on the dividends 
of their stockholders. 


Exhibs Map Tax Fight 
Burned over the proposed House 
bill to exempt nonprofit organiza- 
tions from the 20% Federal admis- 
sion tax when giving entertainment 
for the publie,- Metropolitan Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Assn., New 
York, is preparing to fight the 
issue. Other fheatre organizations 
are expected to co-op in a drive to 

kill or modify the proposal. 





Emma Willcox, in Original 
‘Rain,’ to Tour in Strawhat 
Revival of Melodrama 


Emma Willcox, who created the 
role of Ameena, the fat native 
woman in the original production 
of “Rain,” with Jeanne Eagels, will 
play it again this summer in the 
touring revival of the meller on 
the strawhat circuit, with Lawrence 
Tibbett in the part of the Rev. 
| Davidson. Besides playing approxi- 
|mately 1,500 performances in the 
'role with Miss Eagels, she appeared 
|in it in subsequent productions in 
|support of Tallulah Bankhead, 
Alice Brady, Ruth Shepley, Clara 
| Joel and Sally Rand. 

In the barn edition of the Somer- 
{set Maugham-John Colton play, the 
actress will wear one of the origi- 
r-l Mother Hubbards she used as 
the wife of the trader, Joe Horn, 
in the original production. In order 
to make the tour, Miss Willcox 
will take a summer leave of 
absence from E. P. Dutton, the 
publishing house where she is em- 
ployed, and which some time ago 
published her ‘juvenile book, 
“Seraphone Went Walking.” 


Catholic Theatre Confab 
Frowns on Boycotts 


Chicago, June 19. 

Catholic theatre conference end- 
ed last week with toppers agreeing 
that the state or any special group 
has the right to censor any theatri- 
eal matter to protect their 'inter- 
ests, but not to boycott. While 
statement follows along the line of 
church thinking, it was an indirect 
slap against Catholic vet groups 
and other societies for their boy- 
cott activities. 

Regarding vulgarity in plays, 
panel discussion suggested that 
self-appointed censor groups think 
of the normal adult, not children of 
“pious old women.” Biennial con- 
— is slated for New York in 
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Coca-Cola ‘Sponsors’ es 
Bergen Camp Tour 


Bergen and P ice ye pare = 
and a troupe of. ' 
ers ona ‘ent three-week tour of 
army navy installations. - 
In addition to his dummies he’s 
taking along his wife, 

model and singer; the Rounders 


: quartet, Russell Swann, magician; 


Mac, Russ and Owens, comedy- 
novelty act, and Mary Beth Olds, 
acrobatic dancer. Tour opened 
this week at Camp Stoneman, Pitts- 
burgh, Cal.; and extends through 
Texas. 


Lanza's 15-Arena, 
4506 Fall Tour 


Mario Lanza, currently one of 
the hottest properti:s in show biz, 
is being set for a short and unusual 
concert tour this fall. Tour will 
cover. 15 major U. S. cities, with 
the concerts being given only in 
arena-type halls with seating capac- 
ity of 8,000 and up. Biggest arena 
will be the Chicago Stadium, seat- 
ing 20,000. . 

Tenor will travel with his° own 
conductor, picking up a local orch 
of 50 players minimum at each 
stop, for a regular symphony con- 
cert. He’ll sing three times a week 
over a five-week stretch, with a top 
of $6. With an average take esti- 
mated at $30,000, the potential 
gross is seen around $450,000. 


Tour. will open Oct. 17 in Cleve- 
land and close Nov. 20 in San Fran- 
cisco. Cleveland date is already 
finalized, with papers still to be 
signed on Frisco, Pittsburgh, Louis- 
ville, Minneapolis, Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Indianapolis, Syracuse, 
New Haven, Boston, Detroit, St. 
Louis, Denver and Jersey City. 
Tour, as was Lanza’s recent con- 
cert trek, will be managed by Wil- 
liam Judd, of the Judson, O'Neill & 
Judd division of Columbia Artists 
Mgt., in conjunction with Sam 
Weiler, Lanza’s personal manager. 
It will be a special setup, not being 
part of any concert series in any 
of the cities visited. 


No individual longhair artist in 
recent memory has undertaken a 
tour of this kind, aimed at such 
high attendance via big arenas, or 
has set so high a top as $6. (Low 
will be $1.20 or $1.80). Enrico 
Caruso 30 years ago played to high- 
er prices, at a $10 top, but in 
smaller auditoriums. The estimated 
450G take for the 15 dates hasn’t 
been neared by any individual art- 
ist, rating with the grosses of such 
topnotch group attractions as the 
Toscanini-NB Symphony 1950 
U. S. tour, or Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
Co.’s U. S. tour in ’50-51. Latter 
took in $315,000 :n three weeks 
(25 performances) in N, Y. alone. 

Lanza proved himself the hottest 
longhair draw of the season this 
past winter-spring, when in a cross- 
country tour of 22 dates, spaced 
between Feb. 16 and April 30, he 
grossed $177,700. 

Colambia is booking the fall tour 
via local concert managers in the 
various cities concerned, although 
in some cases arena operators tried 
to bypass the local impresarios and 
be their own bookers. Operators 
also wanted a healthier cut on the 
take than is customary. Bookings 
are on a percentage arrangement, 
with terms undisclosed as yet. 
Lanza’s manager and Columbia are 
setting up a separate corporation 
to handle the tour, with terms still 
to be settled. 


Max Gordon Donates $289 
To Even-Up ‘Years’ Angels 

Donation of $289 by producer 
Max Gordon last week gave back- 
ers of his 1946 production, “Years 
Ago,” precisely their investment 
back. The Ruth Gordon play ended 
up in the red, but the angels were 
salvaged long after it closed by 
purchase of screen rights for 
$100,000 by Metro. 

Final statement, sent out by Gor- 
don Aug. 31, 1949, showed a loss of 
$36,289. The film sale this year 
brought a net of $90,000 (after 

ent’s fee), of which 40% went to 
the backers, in accordance with the 
Dramatists’ Guild agreement. That 
amounted to $36,000. Gordon then 
tossed in the $289 to. bring every- 
one out exactly even on the final 
count. 

Among those, incidentally, who 
profited by Metro’s buy was Para- 
mount, which had’a $15,000 invest- 
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hele Paris, June 19. 

Irving Berlin flew out tonight 
(Tues.) for New York with his 
daughter, Mary Ellin, following a 
fortnight’s vacation at Cap d’An- 
tibes and here. Songsmith con- 
tinues’ pronto to Hollywood on a 
possible 20th-Fox filmusical deal, 
“No Business Like Show Business.” 
It’s a proposed profit-sharing capi- 
tal gains hookup whereby Berlin 
wouldn't collect until the picture 
got even. However, he wants a 
50-50 split on the residual profits. 


Another “dream” idea that Ber- 
lin is bullish on is a $10-top “Music 
Box Revue” which would gross 
over $54,000. at that Broadway 
house, in which he is a dominant 
owner, with Tallulah Bankhead, 
Lena Horne and Fred Allen as the 
cast toppers. Former’s NBC-AM 
commitments are the big hurdles. 

Ellin (Mrs.) Berlin, who was to 
have come over with the song- 
smith, was suddenly forced out be- 
cause of a sudden sacroiliac ail- 
ment. 


France’s ‘Emerald Coast’ 
As Lure for Tourists; 
It’s Food That Gets "Em 


By SOL JACOBSON 


St. Malo, France, June 12. 
“The enrerald coast,” as the 
Brittany peninsula is justly billed 
on the tourist three sheets, pro- 
vides a refreshingly novel alibi for 


poor biz in the show shops. The 
alibi comes under the heading of 
beefsteaks, 

To English tourists, who have 
for decades provided the bulk of 
summer trade on the northern side 
of Brittany, facing the English 
channel, the plentiful and well-pre- 
pared meals are a lure with which 
no amount of show biz ballyhoo 
can compete. Far more enticing 
than “all-English” talkies, Satur- 
day night dances at the local 
casincs and other normal seaside 
diversions are the two-hour French 
lunches and bountiful dinners, all 
replete with wines. English tour- 
ists, many traveling by car, find 
the groaning board here highpoint 
of their visits abroad. 

Ration-hungry Britishers may be 





tough on the cinema operators but |. 


it is swell for the moderate-priced 
hostelries and restaurants along 
the Breton and Norman coasts. The 
name spots can’t compete with the 
more popularly priced joints. That 
is even more true up here, where 
the Yank sightseer is a great 
rarity. British travelers are 
rationed on amount of dough they 
can take out of the tight little 
island, so bulk of what they do 
leave with goes for the feedbags. 
By comparative standards in both 
England and America, the French 
diner has to pay more for res-'’ 
taurant eating than other items; 
gasoline is the other high 
Other costs, though, would glad- 
den a bargain-hunter’s heart. — 
Gallic elections of June 17 have 
slowed down normal influx of 
French seaside visitors. But all 
pension and hotel men seem un- 
animous that it is temporary. Some 
feel that the pitch put out by the 
Festival of Britain tours may drag 
French coin into England which 
normally would be spent on re- 
sorts. Crossing to Southampton is 
12 hours from this port, whose 
medieval walled city took a suicide- 
stand biffing from the Nazis before 
it surrendered in ‘late °44. 
Recovery of Normandy and 
Brittany towns, as it seems to 
motoring ex-Gl’s, is 4 
Such banged-about spots as St. Lo, 


‘Vire and hamiets along the in- 


vasion are almost complete- 
ly re t. What once looked like 
fodder for the bulldozers to shove 
off to the dump are now flourish- 
ing towns. Sounds of workmen on 
scaffolds can be heard even after 
dark as you drive through the 
countryside. Each community has 
its kino, many of which have been 
erected in buildings that would 
give a code administrator leaping 
nightmares. Several Breton towns 
seem to go in for combination 
dancing-film houses, with colJapsi- 
ble chairs for the athletically- 
minded customers who prefer a 
good square dance after the pic. 
Most of the product observed is 
strictly U. S. of 1948-49 vintage 
in the small towns visited. Larger 
burgs are showing more recent 
footage. peed engsa. 64:2 
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; Berlin! June 19. 

The East German Communist . 

government has, expropriated 500 

privately-owned film theatres, ac- 

cording to reports reaching west- 

ern Officials here. Reports noted 

that this new trackdown in the 

Soviet zone left only. 200 houses 
still rum by private exhibitors. 


The expropriation,’ as has: been 
general practice in other’ satellite 
states, has been without compen- 
sation, and exhibs of the 500 thea- 
tres were lucky if they got’ away 
by retaining a job in their own 
houses as employees of the state- 
run film monopoly. Allied officials 
reported that most of the seizures 
occurred in the state of. Thuringia. 
They added that expropriation 
move has been under way for 
years, but was considerably 
stepped since earlier this year. 

The action, beyond the elimina- 
tion of private enterprise and its 
competing against the state monop- 
oly. is also believed to have been 
taken in order to give the state 
more control over pix shown in 
Eastern Germany. It is also aimed 
to put more theatres into the 
state’s. network, playing Soviet or 
satellite-produced pix. In_ the 
1951-52 season, the Soviet zone 
regime is reported te plan to re- 
lease at least 40 Russian ‘films and 
shorts. 


Reported here was also that 
some 200,000 East Berliners and 
Soviet zone inhabitants slip into 
West Berlin each month, to sce 
western-made, primarily Amerie 
can, films being shown for a Te 
admission price in 12 theatres’ sit- 
uated immediately on the border 
of East and West Berlin. Project 
is run by U.S. High Commission's 
film branch here with great suc- 
cess, 


Colwell Readying OPS 
Radio-TV-Pix Division 
For Big Price Info Job 


Washington, June 19. 

Recent appointment of Nathan 
Colwell to organize and head a 
radio-TV-motion picture - division 
of the Office of Price Stabilization, 
indicates an all-out effort on the 
part of the agency to bring its story 
to the public via all media. 

Colwell, recruited from his job 
as radio-TV chief of the Savings 
Division of Treasury for the OPS 
post, has named Noel Davis 
Struck to radio within this 
setup. Struck, vet of CBS in New 
York, recently returtied from Aus- 
tria, where he set up a U: S. radio 
network in our occupation zone. 
Colwell told Varrery he te 
name a video head by the weekend, 
and is currently foraging for some- 
one to motion . Size 
ns the A sopebiane bill | aby 
on the App . vote 
Congress. 


Colwell, who has been with the 





information. Though 
part of his Treasury 
flv ge Bie wap 


Dp 
ment, Colwell says he will probably 
call on show biz reps to help put 
the Government stabilization mes 
sage across. 

To date OPS radio activities have 
consisted of sending out a weekly 
kit to all stations and of arrange 
ments for broadcasts and intere 
views of boss Mike DiSalle and 
other execs. This week’s news- 
reels will carry two-minute clips of 
an appeal by Robert Montgomery, 
followed by a brief statement by 
DiSalle. Colwell stated he expects 
to have his program in full swing 
however, by Aug. 1. 

Radio-TV-film. division is one of 
four main. sections under OPS’ Of- 
se of Information, headed by Mat 

ib ge 2S 
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Technicolor Has $5,000.00 to Invest 





s Industry Co-op 





By ABEL GREEN - 


Paris; June 19. 

Technicolor has $5,000,000 avail- 
able for investment in widening 
its production facilities, but will 
not lay the coin out without as- 
surances from the industry that it 
will go all-out for color, That was 
stated by Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, 
tint firm’s prexy, prior to his de- 

arture from here for New York 

st week. 

Kalmus feels that a greater num- 
ber of pastelized pix would provide 
the b.o. with a needed hypo. In 
talks with production and distribu- 
tion toppers, following ‘his arrival 
in the U. S. on the Queen Elizabeth 
tomorrow (Wed.), he'll call on them 
to give his and other tint firms 
assurances that “we may go for- 
ward for mutual benefits.” 

Such assurances, Kalmus hinted, 
would also lead to the lowering of 
prices for miulti-hued processing 
as a result of. volume. 

In 1949 there were 55 Techni- 
color pix;\'70 in ‘50; and while 
there have been demands for over 
100 color films in 1961 right now 
there can only be 75-80. Techni- 
color does 200,000,000 feet of busi- 
ness but if the entire industry went 
100% color, Techni could produce 
800,000,000 feet, Kalmus reveals. 
With the present low-level lighting 

(Continued on page 16) 


Mono's 52 Oldies 
To TV for $1,000,000 


Deal is near the inking stage for 
television packager Elliott Hyman 
te buy a seven-year lease on 52 
old Monogram pix, 26 oaters arid 
26 features, for almost $1,000,000. 
Hyman is paying an average $18,- 
000 per film. é 

It’s understood that Mono will 
not sell any more pix in bulk 
to television after the sale. is set. 
Instead, present plans are for the 
firm to set up its own tel 
bution arrangement, with Mono’s 
own salesmen selling pix to video 
on logal level as they “become due” 
for televising—i.e., Mono will re- 
tain films for theatrical distribution 
for the first three years after 
they’re released, then sell to video. 

Hyman this. week reportedly is 
selling his interest in Telinvest, in- 
die TV distrib outfit, to Flamingo 
Films, telepix production-distribu- 
tion outfit. (Story on Page 4.) 


SEE PICKER SWITCH TO 
UA BY LATE-SUMMER 


Arnold Picker may take over the 
helm of United Artists’ foreign 
operations by late summer, rather 
than in the fall_of 1952, when his 
employment contract with Colum- 
bia expires. Picker is set for the 
UA spot but Col has yet to release 
him from his deal with that com- 
pany. However, the expectation is 
that when Joseph Sy octets sin 
oreign departmen per, returns 
to the states* he’ll probably okay 
Picker’s bowout. , 

McConville, now in Europe, is 
due back in N. Y. around mid-July. 
It was following his trek abroad 
that UA entered. the agreement 
with Picker, with some stock 
ownership as part of the deal. It’s 
Said to be unlikely that McConville 
would find agreeable any such 
arrangement by which a key exec 
such as Picker would stay on with 
Col while heading for another com- 
pany. 


Romulus Eyes New 
Deals With H’wood 
Hollywood, June 19. 
Romulus Films exec James Woolf 
planed in from London to negotiate 
hew cooperative production deals 


with Hollywood ucers On prop- 
erties to be made ad. 
pated in “Pan- 


Romulus 
dora,” and is currently associated 
with’ John Huston-Sam Spiegel in 


African Queen.” 














-| framework of the IMP 


Krim to Europe 


Arthur B. Krim, president of 
United Artists, leaves N. Y. to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for London and 
Paris for huddles with Robert S. 
Benjamin, his pard, on an assort- 
ment of UA foreign matters, Ben- 
jamin has been abroad the past 
three. weeks looking into com- 
pany’s affairs, including the. UA 
tie-in with J. Arthur Rank via 
the distrib’s stock ownership in 
Odeon Theatres, controlled by 
Rank. 

Krim and Benjamin also will 
give attention to British produc- 
tion, it’s expected, with an eye to 
handling in the U. S. any top pix 
which might be available. 


Oldies’ Sale to TV 


May Hinge on Rep 
Row With Rogers 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Entire question of the sale of 
feature film oldies to television 
may be snagged as the result of 
cowboy star Roy Rogers’ contention 
that Republic has no right to sell 
his old pix if they're to be used 
in conjunction with TV advertising. 

Number of H perform- 
ers and their agents who have been 
seeking some legal means to pre- 
vent such disposal of their old 
features, or else cut in for a ‘share 
of the video profits, believe that 
Rogers might have found the an- 
swer with his claim that Sponsor 
blurbs inserted in his oatuners on 
TV would actually mean that he 
himself would be endorsing that 

(Continued on page 24) 


State Dept. Expands 
Vidpix for Overseas 

International Motion Picture 

Division of the U. S. State Dept. is 

g its activities to include 
the productien of television films 
for TV stations abroad. ¢A new de- 
partment is beirig set up within the 
to service 
overseas stations with new pix, pro- 
duced specifically for TV; as well 
as existing footage made for: for- 
eign theatre exhibition. 

John Winnie, formerly  asso- 
ciated with Kenneth Macgowan, 
head of the Theatre Arts Dept. of 
the U. of California in Los Angeles, 
has been brought into the New 








consultant on the overseas TV 
project. The television pix will 
be of an informational and educa- 
tional nature, similar to those pro- 
(Continued on page 20) 


SKEETERS STING UP 
MPLS OZONE B.0. 


Minneapolis, June 19. 

Biggest current 
ache for drive-ins in this territory 
is not TV or unfavorable economic 
conditions, but mosquitoes. Be- 
cause of the unusually large 
amount of moisture during recent 
months, the pests are more nu- 
merous, bigger and more bother- 
some than at any time within mem- 
ory, and they're actually keeping 
many patrons away. 

The drive-ins have their grounds 
sprayed with DDT from planes or 
otherwise, but the current crop 
of mosquitoes may be developing 
somewhat of an immunity to the 
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York office of the State Dept..as a| 


VIA EADY PLAN 


Company prexies may meet in 
New York this week to determine 
official American -industry policy 
on Britain’s so-called Eady Plan. 
Scheme is seen as financially favor- 
able to the VU. S. distriks, but 
there’s considerable doubt on okay- 
ing the principle of using Yank 
earnings to promote a competing 
film industry. 

Plan devised by Sir Wilfred 
Eady, British treasury minister, 
calls for an increase in admission 
fees, particularly on higher, priced 
tickets. The added revenue would 
be split among the treasury, the 
exhibitor and the producer. Ameri- 
cans-would share in this return as 
producers, distributors and theatre- 
owners. 

The share of the money going to 
the producers would be a subsidy 
on filmmaking, thus helping an in- 
dustry competing with that of Hol- 
lywood. Since American pix pro- 
vide most of England’s b.o. in- 
come, British producers would be 
helped at the Americans’ expense. 

Many Yank execs feel strongly 
on this subject. They think it a bad 
precedent. They point to the recent 
deal with the Italian government 
which calls for part of American 
earnings in Italy to subsidize pro- 
duction there and to be used for 
promoting Italian pix in the U. S. 

(Continued on page 18) 


Souvaine Would Welcome 
. . o >] 
Disney Suit Over Bunin’s 

éay.? ° 

Alice’ as Parring 2 Films 

Threat of a legal action by Walt 
Disney. Productions vs. Souvaine 
Selective Pictures over release by 
each company of its respective ver- 
sion of “Alice in Wonderland” has 
Souvaine “baffled,” according to a 
spokesman for the indie distrib. 
He said Souvaine’s~ “Alice” was 
completed in Europe by Lou Bunin 
long before Disney’s treatment of 
the Lewis Carroll classic got under- 
way, and wonders why there 
should be a conflict. 

Source close to Souvaine said 
he’d actually welcome a legal row 
because it would bring the matter 
out in the open and tend to place 
Bunin’s pic on the same level with 
Disney’s. It’s no secret that Bunin’s 
puppet pic is not up to the Disney 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Fox Execs Eastward 


Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, 
returns to N. Y. today (Wed.) from 
company’s national sales ._conven- 
tion in Los Angeles; accompanied 
by Al Lichtman, director of - dis- 
tribution, and Charies Einfeld, ad- 
publicity head. 


W. Aaron, eastern and western 
sales managers, respectively, are 
heading east with stopovers in 
their territories for regional sales 
meets. 


Speculation On 
Johnston Plans 
In Govt. Service 


Washington, June 19. 

With Eric Johnston already hav- 
ing completed five months of his 
nine-month leave of absgnce from 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, speculation is growing here on 
plans for the association prexy, 
who has been serving as Economic 
Stabilizer. 

Johnston himself hasn’t indi- 
cated whether he plans to remain 
in Government harness past the 
initial leave-of-absence period, bit 
it is notable that he has not burned 
his motion picture bridges behind 
him. He still confers regularly 
with Joyce O’Hara, acting presi- 
dent of MPAA, who was formerly 
Johnston’s top assistant. It is un- 
derstood, further, that he will 
probably be in London next month 
when O’Hara and John G. McCar- 
thy begin negotiations to renew 
the Anglo-American film pact. 
Johnston and, O’Hara worked to- 
gether on the last one, and it ap- 
pears to be more than coincidence 
that the Economic Stabilizer will 
dy up in England at just that 

me. 

On the other hand, Johnston has 
not denied the rumors that he will 
remain longer with the Govern- 
ment and that his reward for 
tackling the difficult economic 
stabilization chore will probably 








(Continued on page 18) 





a sinking spell this stanza, with 
arrival of real summer weather 
taking the rap in most key cities 
covered~ by VARIETY. However, 
mild to very weak product did not 
make the exhibitors any happier. 
Some pix released a number of 
‘weeks ago are helping in some sit- 
uations. Theatre managers are 
hopeful that end of school terms 
will help bolster sliding grosses. 

For the sixth week in a row, 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) is capturing 
the No. 1 spot nationwide by a 
trim margin. Mario Lanza starrer, 
which is in third and fourth weeks 
in numerous spots, goes into its 
seventh session tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at N. Y. Music Hall. Sixth week’s 
total there dipped only slightly 
from the preceding round. 

“Half Angel” (20th) is finishing 
second, although not turning in a 
single big week. Film is mainly 
good to okay. Third money goes 
to “Go For Broke”. (M-G) which 
was fourth in previous frame. “Fa- 
biola” (UA), third a week ago, is 
fourth best this round. “Folsom 
Prison” (WB) has moved up to fifth 
slot while “The Thing” 
around again with some solid to 
fancy sessions, is capturing sixth. 
+ “Hollywood Story” (U) will wind 
up in seventh position, “Tales of 
Hoffmann” (Indie), “On Riviera” 
(20th) and “Appointment With 
Danger” (Par). round out the top 
110 list in that sequence. “Goodbye, 





(RKO),. 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Heat Melts Biz in Many Keys; Caruso’ Champ 6th 
Week in Row; ‘Angel Second, ‘Broke’ Third ~*~ 


~~ 





My Fancy” (WB), “Along Great Di- 
vide” (WB) and “House on Tele- 
graph Hill” (20th) are the runner- 
up pix in that order. 

New product just starting out 
this round is largely on point- 
ing side. “Ace in Hole” (Par), 
given showcase treatment in L.A., 
is hefty in that one engagement. 
“Best of Badmen”: (RKO) is mil 
or thin currently. “Sirocco” (Col) 
is not exciting on preem in N. Y. 

“Jungle Héadhunters” (RKO) is 
sock in Chicago and good in De- 
troit. “Excuse My Dust” (M-G) 
looks nice but alse thin, on two 
first dates. “As Young As Feel” 
(20th) is a disappointer, with show- 
ing so light in Chi that the pic 
was jerked after six days at a key 
combo house. 

“Get It Wholesale” (20th) shapes 
good in Providence. “Oliver 
Twist” (UA) is nice on second 
Frisco frame. “Prowler” (UA), fine 
in Frisco, looms tall in Cleve. “Lit- 
tle Big Horn” (Lip) looks robust in 
Cincy. “Samson & Delilah” (Par). 
which opens today at N. Y. State 
on pop-price run, is fzirish in 
Boston. 


“Apache Drums” (U) is heading 
for fine week in Washington. “Raw- 
hide” (20th) shapes fancy in Cleve. 
“Smuggler’s Island” {U), fine in 
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Seattle, looks slow in Buffalo 


‘(Complete Boroffice Reports 
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YANKS EYE PLUN ‘Proxy Fight Looms by Dissident Group 
To Wrest Control of RKO Theatres 


Proxy fight to wrest control of 
the Howard Hughes - appointed 
RKO Theatres board loomed as a 
strong possibility this week. The 
dissident minority stockholders 
group, led by Wali Streeter David 
J. Greene, has considerably solidi- 
fied its ranks and its thinking in 
the past few days, and is prepping 
an “or else” approach to Hughes. 
Greene and his counsel, Isidor 
: who has frequently 
headed similar battles, want 
“proper representation” ,on the 
five-man RKO Theatres Board. Re- 
fusal of the demand by Hughes 
will see them embark within a few 
weeks on a large-scale campaign 
for voting proxies to be exercised 
at the company’s stockholders’ 
meeting in December. 

Most important new element in 
strengthening Greene's determina- 


tion for a showdown is the enlist- 


ment of a large eastern real*estate 
firm, which controls a considerable 
block of RKO shares. This outfit 
mav front the fight if present ne- 
gotiations work out. Committee 
(Continued on page 18) 


Lurie Nixes Profit 
To Hughes on RKO 


Louis R. Lurie, San Francisco 
realtor, whose bid for Howard 
Hughes’ controlling interest in 
RKO Theatres was nixed last week, 
and a couple of his close associates 
in New York still believe there’s a 
chance Hughes may change his 
mind and sell. 

Lurie offered market price for 
the stock heid by Hughes, He 
proposed to buy the RKO Theatres 
shares alone, or the control of both 
the circuit and RKO Pictures. 
There was no projected deal by 
which he would take over only the 
production-distribution company. 

Hughes backed away from the 
bid. He was represented as saying 
he would part with his stock in the 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Pictures, Video Create-Job Windfall 
For Coast Directors; 827 Employed 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Growing battle between tele- 
vision films and theatrical . films 
has proved a windfall for directors. 
Not since the boom periods of the 
war, when virtually every director 
who wasn’t in service was kept 
busy, have so many members of 
the Screen Directors Guild been ac- 


tive..Latest tally shows 82% of the | 


Guild’s 307 director-members are 
regularly employed, either under 


contract to studios or vidpic or-| 


ganizations, or on extended or spe- | 
cial assignments. Of this total of 
253 working members, 55 are ac- 
tive in video. 

“Unemployed” list of 54 mem- 
bers actually is not an accurate 
count since many of these keep 
busy ‘on transient assignments 
which aren't reported to the Guild. 

Assistant-director members are 
almost as active, definite employ- 
ment lists showing 76% of the 294 
cardholders are working. 

Healthy employment figures not 
only are the best in a considerable 
period but are based on a- survey 
covering a two-month span. There 
hav@ been occasional seasona 
spurts in the past in which em- 
ployment neared these figures, but 
“nothing on such an extended basis. 


UA Execs Showed Faith 
In Pix by Dropping Better 
Paying Jobs: Youngstein 


Richmond, June 19. 





United Artists chiefs did more. 


than talk in indicating their faith 
in the future of the film industry— 
they gave up other spots with 
better current income, Max E. 
Youngstein, pub-ad v.p. for the 
company told exhibs here today 
(Tues.). Youngstein was guest of 
the Virginia Motion Picture Thea- 
tres Assn., which had invited him 
to speak on “The UA Story.” 

Also a speaker at the conclave 
was Arthur L. Mayer, exec v.p. of 
the Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations. He outlined the 
case for COMPO and the need for 
exhib support. 

UA prexy Arthur B. Krim and. 
his associates have given up other 
posts to take a chance on a payoff 
three or four years hence, Young- 
stein declared. They're not certain 
what changes the industry will un- 
dergo, he added, “but they are cer- 
tain there will still be a film indus- 
try and still be theatres.” 

Krim’s partners, who took con- 
trol of UA when it was just about 
to go on the rocks a few months 
ago, are Robert S._ Benjamin, 
Matty Fox, sales chief William J. 
Heineman and Youngstein. They'll 
get 50% of the UA stock if they 
make a success of the company. 

Youngstein declared he was 
making no outright pitch for exhib 
support of UA. He pointed out, 
however, that theatremen who let 
any distrib go under now, when 
there’s such a demand for product, 
would be pretty foolish. He added, 
nevertheless, that “UA is not ask- 
ing any favors and not giving any. 
We’re in this on a straight com- 
mercial basis.” 

Pub-ad exec also stressed. faith 
of the UA group in necessity of 

(Continued on page 22) 


Irving Allen to Vienna 
To Start 2 Pictures Lensing 


Indie producer Irving Allen 
leaves N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.) for 
Vienna where he’ll lens two up- 
coming productions, first of which 
will be “The Gamma People,” 
science fiction pic in color. Allen 
will spend about three weeks in 
the Austrian capital on the prelim- 
inary work, will return to the Coast 
to complete assignments and then 
heads back to Vienna for a four- 
menth production stay. 

Allen is said to be set with fi- 
nancing, provided by Motion Picture 
Center, headed by Joseph Justman, 
and private European sources. 
While his most’ recent film, “New 
Mexico,” is being released through 
United Artists, film-maker is be- 
lieved awaiting the outcome of 
the distrib’s operations before mak- 
ing any new deals. 
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‘Native Son’ Gets Censor 
OK After 2 Deletions 


N. Y. State censorship board de- 
manded the deletion of two scenes 
from -the Argentine production of 
“Native Son” before okaying show- 
ing of the film. The cuts having 
been made, pic opened at the 
Criterion, on Broadway, Saturday 
(16), 

Taken out was the scene depict- 
{ing a youth’s killing of a rat. Also 
cut was the scene showing the 
Negro lad’s fondling the body of a 
| white girl whom he had just slain. 

“Son” is being presented in the 
|.U. S. by Walter Gould, former for- 
eign sales topper for United 
Artists. 


Matty Fox Outht 
Reported in Buy 








| Flamingo Films, telepix distrib 
outfit headed by Matty Fox and Joe 
Harris, is reported’ buying control 
from Elliott Hyman of his Telin- 
vest firm. Latter in the past couple 
years has developed into one of 
the biggest and most prosperous 
of the mushrooming distribs of 
films to TV. 

Merger of interest will put Fla- 
mingo in the top rank of such out- 
fits. It will further strengthen its 
position by going into production 
shortly. Growth via merger is 
reminiscent of the manner Fox 
shot United World Films, Universal 
subsid, into leading 16m distrib 
after the war. 

Fox’s association with United 
Artists has led to trade speculation 
on the eventual merger of Flamin- 
go with UA’s own telepix distribu- 
tion subsid. Fox, along with Arthur 
B. Krim and Robert S. Benjamin, 
recently took over control of UA. 

There is understood to be little 
cash passing hands in the Telin- 
vest-Flamingo deal. Reports are 
that Hyman is accepting payments 
out of profits over a period of years, 
He himself is understood to have 
recently bought out the two-thirds 
interest of his silent partners and 
angels in Telinvest, a pair of Bos- 
ton industrialists. 

Hyman is taking a capital gains 
and investing part of his coin in a 
producing partnership with Walter 
Wanger. They signed a deal last 
week with Monogram-Allied Artists 
for production of nine pix in the 
next three years. 

Telinvest, in addition to its TV 
activities, has invested in a number 
of pix. Among them was Louis de 
Rochemont’s “Lost Boundaries” 
and Albert Lewin’s “Pandora and 
the Flying Dutchman.” 


MPLS. DISTRIBS PROBE 
‘COLLUSION’ ON BIDDING 


Minneapolis, June 19. 

Distributors here are trying to 
unearth evidence here to show “col- 
lusion” among “certain” local ex- 
hibitors to refrain from bidding 
competitively for pictures. During 
the past several weeks, no competi- 
tive bids have been forthcoming 
from the usual exhibitor quarters 
for pictures offered for sale by that 
method. 

One such picture was M-G-M’s 
“Excuse My Dust.” It failed to get 
a bid from the independent 
Gopher, World or Pix, from the two 
RKO theatres or the four United 
Paramount houses. With United 
Paramount Theatres (Minnesota 
Amus. Co.) making known its dis- 
interest in “Excuse My Dust,” a 
deal finally was negotiated with 
Bennie Berger's Gopher. 

If the distributors are able to 
prove an agreement among any 
ee of exhibitors not to bid com- 

tively, they'll bring the matter 
to Dae ustice Department's atten- 
tion, they say. 
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RKO in Kings Deal 


For ‘Drums’ Distrib 
Fer pag Ling ve me fethee 


RKO has entered a deal with the 
King Bros. to release their “Drums 
in the Deep South. ” Leonard Gru- 
enberg, company’s metropolitan di- 
vision manager, heads a panel 


possible handling by RKO. 

Other films which the company 
has taken on in line with the pro- 
gram include “Lili Marlene,” which 
producer Bill Gell made in North 
Africa and England, and “Kon 
Tiki,” which Sol Lesser is present- 
ing. 


2 Ists for Disney 





Berlin, June 19. 

Four American pix walked off 
with prizes, including two firsts, 
at Germany’s first postwar inter- 
national film festival which ended 
yesterday (Mon.). Walt Disney won 
| two firsts, the top spot in the musi- 
cal category with “Cinderella” and 
first in the documentary class with 
“Beaver Valley.” “Cinderella” also 





Of Telinvest Co.: 


was voted the 


Paramount's “The Mating Sea- 
| son” took third award in the com- 
| edy class, while Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics’ “Destination Moon” won third 
in the criminal-adventure bracket. 

France took two first prizes and 
a special award, the latter for 
“God Needs Men.” French indus- 
try took first place in the criminal- 
adventure class with “Justice Est 
Faite” and another first for “Sans 
l’Assair Adresse” in the comedy 
class. Switzerland's “Four in a 
Jeep” won the top honors in the 
drama category. 

Britain’s “Tales of Hoffmann” 
took second award in the musical 
bracket, There was no third prize. 
Second and third honors, respec- 
tively, in the drama class went to 
Italy’s “I! Camino della Speranza” 
and Britain’s “Browning Version.” 

Runnerup to “Beaver Valley” in 
the documentary class was “‘Unde- 
feated,” from England. In the cul- 
tural documentary section, first 
prize went to Germany's “Little 
Night Ghosts,” with runnersup be- 
ing “Be Gone, Dull Care” from 
Canada and “Yellow Dome,” also 
a German product. 

In the special awards group, 
prizes went to “Christo Proibito,” 
Italian, and “Dr. Holl,” German, 
latter also voted Germany’s best. 

Festival, which started June 6, 
was climaxed yesterday with the 

(Continued on page 18) 


McEldowney Hit With 
3006 Non-Payment Suit 


Summons issued by the N. Y. 
Supreme Court awaits indie pro- 
ducer Ken McEldowney who ar- 
rives in N. Y. from the Coast to- 
day (Wed.). Plaintiff in the action 
is Ben Babb & Associates, func- 
tioning as producers’ representa- 
tives on sales and ad-publicity. 

Sidney Hellenbrand, attorney for 
Babb, said service of the summons 
will be preliminary to -filing of a 
complaint demanding $300,000, al- 
legedly due to Babb for rendition 
of his services to McEldowney. — 

Babb claims to have arranged 
the deal by which United Artists 
will distribute “The River,” which 
McEldowney produced in England. 
Plaintiff also asserts he has been 
at work on promoting the film for 
some time. 


N. Y¥. to Europe 
Ann Barzel 
Sid Caesar 
Reginald Denham 
Jerry Devine 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d 
Franklin M. Heller. 
Sol Hurok 
Michael Kidd 
Arthur B. Krim : 
Arthur Fas Lipkin 
Mary Orr 
Winthrop Palmer 











both foreign and Hollywood-made, |. 


which screens the outside pix for 


At Berlin Festival 


“festival's best,” | 
designated as the “audience award.” | 





“Music Hall's Top Grossers 


“Valley” (M-G) ('46), 9 wks. 


“Mrs. Miniver” (M-G) (°42), 
‘Jolson Story” (Col) (’46), 8 


SOON AUP ON we 


co 


MILLION FOR ‘CARUSO’ 
SEEN AT MUSIC HALL 


With “Great Caruso” ‘(M-G) 
finishing its sixth week at.. the 
N. Y. Music Hall today (Wed.) at | 
a total estimated gross of $870,000, 
and a seventh week set, the Mario | 
Lanza starrer seems likely to reach 
$1,000,000 and join the “top 10” | 
alltime grossers at the Hall. The 
current (6th) round is holding close 
to the fifth session’s $141,000, and 
if “Caruso” holds near $130,000, 
as probable in the seventh stanza, 
the pic may hold an eighth week. 
The fact that “Show Boat,” next} 








due at the Music Hall, also is a 
Metro picture, lifts part of the usual | 
pressure expected if another dis- | 
tributor had wanted to get its film | 
started there. . 

Seven-week total for the Metro 
musical probably will put it sev- | 
enth or eighth on the alltime Music 
Hall list. The last previous picture 
to go seven weeks at the Hail was 
“Sunset Blvd” (Par), which finish- 
ed its long run last September. It 
grossed $1,020,000 ip that span. 
Another 1950 pic to get into the 
big money was. “Father of Bride” 
(M-G), which went six weeks about 
a year ago. 

“Caruso” has been national box- 
office champ for six consecutive 
weeks including this week in 
VARIETY’s regular summary. This 
plainly indicates that the picture 
has been comparatively as big in 
other key cities as in N. Y 


Col May Give Way to UA 
gy * e Z 
On ‘Well’ Distrib Rights 

Distribution rights to Harry Pop- 
kin’s “The Well” became further 
muddled this week with disclosure 
that Columbia, which announced 
it’s réleasing the pic, hasn't actual- 
ly signed a deal with the producer. 
United Artists, of course, still 
claims it has the film under com- 
mitment and threatens to sue Col 
or any other distrib which at- 
tempts to take it over. 

Popkin, in N. Y. from the Coast, 
declined comment on which com- 
pany’ is likely to handle “Well.” 
While attorneys for the various 
parties were in a huddle on the 
whole question of Popkia’s con- 





tractual obligations, there was some | 


indication that Col would step out 
of the “Well” entirely rather than 
enter a row with UA. 


Mary Pickford, Spingold 
Sail for Europe Jaunts 
Mary Pickford and Nate Spin- 
gold were among those who sailed 
for France on the Liberte from 
New York Saturday (16). Miss 
Pickford will be abroad about two 
months, visiting with her niece and 
nephew, Gwen and George Orn- 
stein, and making a motor trip. 
She’ll be joined by her husband, 
Buddy Rogers, who'll go over by 
air next week. 
Spingold, Columbia v.p., is also 
vacationing and will be away 
several months. 


Europe to N. Y. 


Irving Berlin 

Milton Biow 

Ann Blyth. 

Jack Carter 
Frederick L. Ehrman 
Barry Gray 

Abel Green 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus 
Zoltan Korda 

Sam Marx 

John B. Nathan 


N. Y¥. to L. A. 
Joan Crawford 
Rex Evans 
Sam Marx 
William C. McMillen, Jr. 
Clarence Nash 
Gene Neighbors 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Norman Reader 
Bob Stahi 











pee army Than 
Spencer T 


“Bells” (RKO) (45-46), 9 WE, obécacecescdes chal 
“Notorious” (REO) (46), 8 wks. seeeeesescoareree 
“Harvest” (M-G) (°42-'43), 11 WKS... coccccesccesce 
“Anna” (20th) (746), 8 wks. ecreereeseeeseceseeses 


“Sunset Blyd.”’ (Par) ('50), 7 wks. eeereccccoseees 


cer errry: Yrs). hl 


“Weekend Waldorf” (M-G) (°45), 9 wks. .cccscecse 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (48), 7 wks. 


eeeveeeeeeese® 


Concessions To 


Arg. as Yanks 
Conclude Deal 


American film companies had to 
make numerous concessions, in- 
cluding a slash in the rate of ex. 
change, in order to wrap up the 
long-pending film agreement with 
the Argentine government. New 
t pact was signed last weekend after 
|more than a year of delays subse- 
quent to an agreement negotiated 
early in 1950 by Eric Johnston, 
then prez of Motion Picture Ex. 
port Assn,, and Dr, Ramon Cereijo, 


| who then was Argentine Minister 


of Finance. 

Agreement provides for unre- 
stricted entry of U. S. pix into the 
South American country for five 
years. With the exception of 
United Artists and Eagle Lion 
Classics, no American films have 
been exported to Argentina since 
March, 1949. UA and ELC, how- 
ever, in sending product down 
there, agreed not to ask for remit- 
table reventie. 

Under the originally negotiated 
pact, U. S. eompanies were to take 
out, earnings at the rate. of eight 
pesos to the dollar. Under the 
pact just signed, the exchange is 
cut almost in half, with the dis- 
tribs allowed to take out coin at 
the rate of 14 pesos to the dollar. 
This means that for every 14 pesos 
earned by their pix, they can re- 
mit only one dollar,in U. S. cur- 
rency. It is estimated that U. S. 
companies have piled up profits 
equivalent to $5,000,000 since Ar- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Par to Stick to % On 
‘Samson’ Despite Beefs 


Paramount says it will stick to 
its percentage terms on “Samso 





and St. Louis exchange areas were 

“violently opposed” to the “must” 

percentage demands for “Samson.” 
Par is asking up to 50% te 

on the Cecil B. DeMille =e 

no flat rentals 


500% in many situations. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Allen 
Francis A. Bateman 
Kathy Beaumont 
Philip Bourneuf 
Jack Broder 
Lou Busch 

Pat De Cicco 
Jose Ferrer 
Carmen Figueroa, 
Wallace Ford 
Sally Forrest 

Y. Frank Freemau 
Moe Gale 

John Gaunt 
Helen Hayes 
Phyllis Hill 

Kim Hunter 
Kurt Kasznar. 
Sam Lutz 

Frank McHugh 
Robert Merrill 
Richard Moore 
Mae Murray 
Grace Neville 
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~ COMPO News Good Will Stymied 


Inability to raise $5,000 for a series of advertisements in Editor 
& Publishtr has stymied Council of Motion Picture Organizations’ 


TOO MANY OF EM, [WB Aims to Unload Snmogom 
Suniges comers eB necro rove cas | MQ) PATRON CHOIGE Of Non-Pic Assets to Buy Up Stock 


journal were viewed by COMPO execs as a necessary prelim to a + 


broader and more personalizéd appeal to editors, publishers and Exhib support—in theory, at » * * 
other top-level newsmen. least—can be anticipated by 20th- States Rights Distribs 

E&P campaign promised to result. for COMPO in introductions Fox in efforts disclosed last week Mull Prod. Setup | to unload every possible asset not 
and entrees that would get film industry speakers invited to na- to end the evil of excessive day- Pl £ RAPT SENE! dis. | Urecty associated with production 
tional publishers’ conventions, regional meets and gatherings of all and-date engagements in a single ‘ ibutio or nt new Pp my oh pl or theatres. Aim. is to raise cash 
other types of newspaper groups. It was hoped in this manner to area. Lack af choice of pix which | * ao co om by eukan ot ohts for ‘the purpose of buying in up to 
put the industry’s case for more sympathetic understanding. from {the simultaneous bookings give oe i a rng se Be "wets oni. | 50% of the company’s outstanding 
the nation’s pres§ before the men who control policy. patrons was cited by a number of str t es e (Thur ; d Fri. | Stock. 

Meantime, the National Newspaper Promotion Assn. has volun- | theatremen in a private round- —* Ne cg bid ‘ pn an ae | It is estimated that these ex- 
teered to set up a committee that would work with the film in- [robin recently on causes for the w A by 7 ~ Di : a ‘ traneous assets have a total value 
dustry on the public relations problem. An initial step suggested b.d. dropoff. pH er lies ac 4 A asus n-| of between $40,000,000 and $50,- 
by Bert Stolpe, prez of the NNPA and director of promotion and While there’s plenty of agree-|), e a ’ arial Fil "o . — 000,000. They include buildings, 
publie relations for the Des Moines Register and Tribune, would | ment on the evil of, to cite one aist Abe ‘ ne “f sda ‘Midd parcels of land and stores’ and 
be for the newspaper and film indystry to tie up on National News- | case, 19 theatres in Columbus, O., Sta rt pe a re ray Tr ‘ rity iat other commercial real estate con- 
paper Week in October. His idea is that-Hollywood should supply | playing the same pic, admittedly |, ~. cen *ieire a PP seein s aha | eseetatar tank ne eons but not 
an attraction (probably a player) to newspapers in each city for no one knows the solution. Al coufihe’ ot ‘which piesa and Goliad Merced Will ‘ncects, War- 

financing will be mulled. (mers is said to be offering other 
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Hefty sales by Warner Bros. of 
real estate parcels in the past few 
weeks is part of a long-range effort 


nks 
e Deal 


nies had to 
sssions, in- 
rate of ex. 
rap up the 
emént with 
nent. New 
ekend after 


; some sort. of freedom of the press-event. .In return for such an Lichtman, 20th’s distribution top- 
slays subse- 


attraction, the papers would plug the players. and Hollywood. per, said he hoped it might be 














- negotiated Newspaper-film promotional alliance idea, according to Stolpe, found via personal talks with ex- studios numerous story properties 
> Johnston, grew out of a talk by. actor George Murphy at the National News- ‘| hibs in the field. it has. on its shelves, These, are 
Picture Ex- paper Promotion Conference in Washington last May 1. Liehtman announced 20th’s in- Full Allotme t mostly .yarns on which over the 
10n Cereijo, = tention of attempting to limit the n years : has had writers working 
ne Minister wholesale bookings at the com- at various times but which pro- 
° * ¥ ° pany’s sales convention in Los An- ‘ | duction. chigf Jack L. Warner has 
for unre- | ul ee Hy otentia esaver geles last week, Results of the re- " Prete been satisfied have been 
pix into the cent exhib round-robin indicate rit ay | licked. 
ry for five agreement with him that the prac-| ~ ; rage of the assets, said to be 
ception of - tice limits the grossing, potential a9 oa0ee oo penn ee — 
“alas han or nt for JOS [4 2 picture, Lichiman’ plans to} At Mths Parley | suvsies Numerous otters have been 
mainn since ’ ate: Ee AEG. SSD Se 5 ar ey turned down in recent week¢ (see 
ELC, how- Exhib and distrib execs who+ exhin. pro to the effects of story in music section’. Most of the 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Earlier decision of 20th-Fox top- 
pers to make a full allotment of 
prints on each picture was con- 
firmed by. branch and division man- 
agers at the company’s convention 
here last week. 


would like to see the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations be- 
come an important industry public 
relations force are hoping that its 
sponsorship of the tentatively-titled 
“Film Jubilee” in the fall may turn 


duct down 


extraneous assets are listed at very 
k for remit- 


nominal sums on the WB books. 
Drive to pile up cash in the com- 
pany’s coffers in order to buy in 
shares has two reasons behind it. 
Both are based on pending divorce- 


wholesale day-dating came to the 
attention of some distrib execs, in- 
cluding Lichtman and 20th prexy 
Spyros Skouras, in the report 
which a group of circuit heads put 
together during the past three 


O’Shea, Pickman To 
L.A. on Sales Drive 


Paramount viceprez E, K. “Ted” 
O'Shea and Jerry Pickman, Par’s 
ad-publicity chief, leave tonight 


r negotiated 
vere to take 
ate. of eight 
Under the 








the trick. COMPO toppers who 
devised and sold the idea share 
these hopes, of course. 

It has long been felt by the group 
of men who have guided COMPO 
through its trials with exhib or- 
ganizations these past two years 
that the outfit’s best chance of suc- 
cess would come via its identifi- 
cation with a specific project. At 
one point it was*thought that in- 
dustry war activities might be such 
a project, but the turn of events 
has relegated bond and other pa- 
triotic drives to a minor place in 
cinema affairs. 

COMPO prexy Ned E. Depinet 
and exec v.p. Arthur L. Mayer have 
long hoped that COMPO could 
latch on to a concrete campaign 
that would have widespread in- 
dustry support, undoubted popular- 
ay ye ae all the way 

own the line. 

The jubilee, designed to hypo 
_ the b.o. at a time when both exhibs 
and distribs are getting desperate 
for some big n to reenlist 
public interest in films, appears to 
fill the bill. 

Much detail remains to be 
worked out before the 60-day cam- 
paign hits its Oct, 1 starting line, 
but the present blueprint makes it 
Seem that even the most independ- 
ently-minded exhib group will have 


(Continued on page 16) 


No. Central Allied Would 
Enlist Local Merchants 





In Drive to Build B.0. 


‘Minneapolis, June 19. 

Among ways and means to re- 
vive the slipping boxoffice, North 
Central Allied directors indicated 
at a meeting here that they expect 
to utilize local merchants in the 
battle. NCA :members would seek 
to convince merchants, professional 
. people and civic.and social leaders 
that theatres are an asset to their 
community in many ways and to 
coltea their help in revitalizing the 

0. 

It’s pointed out that the outside 
business and civic interests could 
help in many ways “to keep thea- 
tres alive” through tieups, plug- 
ging worthwhile pictures in their 
store ads and stressing in contacts 
with the public and 
what the theatre and its 
entertainment mean to the town. 

The directors’ was the 
first since the election of Ted Mann 


to succeed Bennie- Berger as presi-. 


dent. It was. devoted to setting in 
motion the eee ng cam- 
paign. This will be ‘indepenc of 
and in conjunction with the drive 
by the Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations. ~ 





(Wed.) for Los Angeles on the first 
leg of a coast-to-coast trek to hypo 
the pace set by the division man- 
agers for the “Salute to Al Schwal- 
berg”’ sales drive. 

Campaign, honoring the Par sales 
head, will be held during July and 
August. 


UDTs Hudson 
May Be Called To 





Head B.0. Drive|' 


Earl J. Hudson, head of United 
Detroit Theatres, may be drafted 
to head the industry’s projected 
boxoffice drive slated for this fall 
on a national basis. This was re- 
ported Friday (15) at a meeting of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Ameri- 
ca’s advertising and _ publicity 
directors committee in N. Y., which 
was called to blueprint plans for 
the campaign. If he takes the 
post, Hudson will be given a four- 
month leave of absence by United 
Paramount Theatres, of which UDT 
is a subsid. 

Oscar A. Doob, Loew’s Theatres 
exec, has been mentioned to team 
with Hudson as_ co-chairman, 
while a third co-chairman may be 
selected from the production ranks, 
either a producer or a studio chief. 

The 60-day drive now has been 
set far October and November, 
instead of September and October, 
as _planned. The term 
“jubilee,” initially contemplated, 
will be played down and a new tag 
for the drive will be coined. Gil 
Golden, of Warner Bros., suggested 


(Continued on page 24) 
GAMBLE, 0’KEEFE IN 
NEW EXHIB TEAM-UP 


Circuit operator Ted R. Gamble 
and A. J. O’Keefe, former Univer- 
sal sales exec, have teamed up in 
the formation of a new theatre 
company, Gamble & O’Keefe The- 
atres, Inc. Outfit has acquired five 
theatres in California and may take 
on several others if current negoti- 
ations, pan out, it was statéd. 

O’Keefe motors this week from 
N. Y. to L. A. where he'll estab- 
lish residence. Gamble will fol- 
low shortly. ... 

Among the imitial group of 
houses which the.new outfit has 
taken over ate the De Anza, River- 
dale; Obispo, San Luis O and 
the Ritz, Hanford, all in | ornia. 








(Continued on page 16) 


MPAA Challenges 
. Witness’ Statements 
On Theatre Profits 


Washington, June 19. 

With a Wage Stabilization Board 
panel expected to rule Friday (22) 
on a request that _it remove all 
wage ceilings from motion pictures, 
radio, TV and the press, the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America inter- 
vened last weekend in a statement 
challenging some of the testimony 
at the panel’s recent public hear- 





ng. 

At that time Miss Norma Aaron- 
son, of New York, speaking for 
labor unions, charged that the the- 
atres had upped their prices in re- 
cent years and were making huge 
profits; while at the same time they 
were holding down the wages of 
theatre employees. MPA filed a 
statement with the panel charging 
that the witness had given “an 
erroneous impression.” The Asso- 
ciation declared that: 

“1, The figures cited are the box- 
office prices of a few isolated show- 
case theatres in New York City. 
During the period in question, 
many of these showcases, as an 
added attraction, changed their 
program policy to provide stage as 
well as motion picture entertain- 
ment, 

“2. The boxoffice prices cited by 
(Continued on page 16) 


MacMillen to Coast On 
Possible EL Studio Buy 


William C. MacMilien, Jr., pres- 
ident. of Pathe Industries, hopped 
to the Coast from N. Y. yesterday 
(Tues.) for confabs with potential 
buyers of the Eagle Lion studio, 
Pathe subsid. Pathe board, which 
is anxious to unload the property, 
re put a price tag of $1,- 
500,000 on it. 7 

EL has been used as'a rental 
lot for the last few years. Pre- 
viously, of course, it was used by 
Eagle Lion Pictures, now defunct, 
when the company engaged in pro- 
duction. It’s figured a likely buy- 
er might be one of several tele- 
vision outfits which have expressed 
interest. : 

MacMillen also will. be on the 
prowl for pic releases for Sou- 





Economy, via a 
25% cut in prints, had been con- 
sidered. 

With general agreement that the 
plan would be impractical now, Al 
Lichtman, distribution chief, indi- 
cated that there will be the usual | 
400 copies of top films such as | 
“David and Bathsheba,” and 300 
to 350 on regular releases. 

Word on the print situation, as 
well as on other policies discussed 
at the conclave was being passed 
to company’s field force this week 
by Arthur Silverstone, eastern 
salesmanager, and Edwin W. 
Aaron, western chief. They start- 
ed a swing of their respective ter- 
ritories yesterday (Mon.). i 

A sales crusade on behalf of 
20th-Fox and the film industry as 
a whole was urged upon the com- 
pany’s salesmen by prexy Spyros 
P. Skouras at the closing session 
of the convention. Skouras de- 





‘clared that “if you men go out and 


do the job that I know you are 
capable of doing, I am confident 
we will carry through to a pros- 
perous year.” 

“T refuse to listen to people who 
say our industry has lost its great- 
ness,” Skouras added. “I cannot 
say how long our adjustment pe- 
riod will continue, nor can I fore- 
east when conditions will change’ 
for the better. But I can tell you 

(Continued on page 22) 


SCHLAIFER ADDS SIX 
‘DISTRICT SALES MGRS. 


Six district managers have been, 
added to the field force of the Jack 
Schlaifer Organization, indepen- 
dent distribution outfit, in a new 
preekbent f the | — “tus oe 

t of the company, a S- 
closed the addition F diver new 
e to its releasing lineup, bring- 





to 12. 


Joining Schlaifer are Jack Bell- 
man, former Eagle Lion Classics 
national circuit contact, who takes 
over the metropolitan. district; 
Grover Parsons, Atlanta district 
manager of ELC, as southeastern 
manager; William Shartin, former- 
ly ELC head in Seattle, to the 
northwest territory; Al Glaubinger, 
former ELC Cincinnati branch 
head, central states sales manager; 
Max Cohen, Washington chief for 
ELC, to the same area for Schla- 
ifer, and Claude E. Morris, who 
takes over the Los Angeles dis- 


vaine Selective Pictures, indie dis- | trict. 


tribution outfit of which he’s board 
e . Distrib will handle for- 
eign films largely but will also take 
on Hollywood product of the “off- 
beat” type which wou!'d fit into the 
“art” theatre market. 





Already in the field for Sehlaifer 
were Tom Duane, eastern division 
Boston; John Leo, west- 


ment of the theatre chain from the 
production-distribution company, 
as required under the consent de- 
cree the company recently inked. 
First thought is that by cutting 
(Continued on page 16) 


Muller Leaves UA, 
Cometroller 22 Years; 


Other Streamlining 


Harry Muller, last remaining 
veteran department head at United 
Artists, bowed out this week. He 
had been comptroller for the last 
22 years. 

Muller’s departure was said to 
be in line with efforts to stream- 
line the distrib’s economic setup. 
About 10° office staffers in the ac- 
counting and foreign departments 
also were reported released. 

UA brought over about 60 peo- 
p'e to its homeoffice from Eagle 
Lion Classics when the latter com- 
pany was absorbed last April. 
Prompting the new discharges is 
the fact the distrib has about 
straightened out the personne! and 
other problems inherent in the 
ELC acquisition. 

Cutting expenses has developed 
as a “must” with the company. 
Prexy Arthur B. Krim’s regime 
originally had counted on a do- 
mestic weekly gross of $280,000 to 
break even. But operations costs 
had increased to such an extent 
that a greater volume of business 
would be required to take the dis- 
trib out of the red. 

Aim now is to lo 
such as dropping 
sonnel, to bring 





off expenses, 


First 

$300,000 level came the week im- 
mediately following consummation 
of the ELC deal. ‘ 


Grand Jury Issues 25 Chi 
Subpoenas on Ozoners 


Chicago, Jane 12. 

Federal Grend Jury has issued 25 
subpoenas herein an investigation 
of whether drive-in theatres are 
fixing admission prices. 

Investigation, conducted by anti- 
trust division of Department of 
Justice, was started nearly a month 
ago on what trade sources reekon 
was a tipoff by one of several rival 
exhib groups here. Grand jury is 
also seeking to determine if the 








manager, 

ern division head, San Francisco. 
and James E. Gribble, southern 
topper, Dallas. . 


ozoners had any agreements. with 
distributors that might constitute 
antitrust violations. gy 
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Edna Thomas 


Tennessee Williams’ 
Broadway stage play—winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize and New York 


exciting | De 


Keith McConnell 
Leonard Ca 


Drama Critics award during the | °° 


3947-48 season—has been screen- 

aycd into an even more absorb- 
a drama of frustration and stark 
tragedy. With Marlon Brando es- 
saying the part he created for the 





Broadway stage, and Vivien Leigh 
as the morally’ disintegrated | 
Blanche DuBo's (originated on | 
Broadway by Jessica Tandy), “A| 
Streetcar Named Desire” is thor- | 
oughly adult drama, excellently | 
produced and: imparting a ‘keen in- 
sicht into a drama whose scope was, 
of necessity, limited by its siage 
setting. ‘ 

The camera has done greater jus- | 
tice to the Williams play, catching 
the nuanccs and reflected tragedy 
with an intimacy that is so vital in 
a story of this type. It is a film 
whose theme militates against gen- 
eral boxoffice interest, but word-of- 
mouth and critical acclaim should 
find it building strongly. 

“Streetcar” is decidedly adult 
drama because of its theme—it tells 
the story of the slow moral collapse 
of a southern schoolteacher. It is 
an escape from escapism in every 
sense of the word, but never does 
its brutal realism and trenchant 

rose permit audience interest to 

g despite its enormous length. 
The film runs two hours and five 
minutes, but there is no wasted 
footage in a picture that might find 
some criticism only from the more 
cavtious because of the projection 
of the nymphomania theme. Though 
it deals with a sex problem that is 
dengerous story-telling for films. 
“Streetcar” has not for a momen‘ 
s°crificed good taste for the sake of 
realism. It propels the basic story 
with sensitivity, shading and poig- 
nency. 

Pie is a faithful adaptation from 
the original play as it was produced 
by Irene Mayer Selznick. It is the 
story of Blanche DuBois, a faded 
Mississippi teacher, who is forced 
from her job by her moral trans- 
gressions. She seeks refuge with 2 
sister in the old French Quarter of 
New Orleans, her predilection for 
“meetings with strangers” being 
unknown to the sister and the lat- 
ter’s husband. Because her presence 


tal young imume- 
diately becomes hostile to the visi- 
tor. He also suspects she’s lying 
about her past. It is this hostility 
that motivates the story’s basic ele- 
ments. Stanley Kowalski (Brando), 
the husband, embarks on a plan to 
force his sister-in-law from his 
home. He subsequently achieves 
this by making a point of probing 
and learning of her wunrevealed 
pest, thus shattering Blanehe’s one 
with one of 

Stonley’s poker-playing friends. 
Vivien Leigh gives a compelling 
performance in telling the tragedy 
of Blanche DeBois. She has several 
scenes of great pathos, and no less 
' these is the final one in which 


frustration. Marion 
Brando at times captures stron“ly 


- the brutality of the young Pole but 


eccasionally he performs unevenly 
in a yal marked by frequent 
7 of his dialog. It is to b- 

ted that, as a co laborer. 
wasn't expected to project with 


an Oxonian accent; yet, Brando| ; 


overdoes it somewhat. Kim Hunter 


This film version of Edward 
Chodorev's. legit play, “Kind 
Lady,” has the benefit of some top 
thesping talent to sell its suspense 
melodramatics. Names and per- 
formances of Ethel Barrymore and 
Maurice Evans give it special in- 
terest for select audiences, so some 
Profitable showcasing is indicated. 
For the regular film market, 
though, title does not have much 
marquee worth and the outlook is 
spotty. 

Chodorov’s play was based on a 
story by Hugh Walpole, which 
dealt with a kind, elderly lady. 
interested in art, who is tricked 
into taking an artist and his fam- 
ily into her home. The artist soon 
reveals himself as a sly, cruel 
scoundrel. He makes the kind lady 
a prisoner while he strips the home 
of its art treasures, but after the 
long.reign of terror she is able to 
escape being murdered and the 
artist and his henchmen are cap- 
tured. ; 

In the title role Miss Barrymore 
demonstrates the acting authority 
that makes even a throwaway line a 
standout piece of dialog. There’s 
the same sure touch in Evans’ per- 
formance as the artist, and the two 
revel in the dramaties without once 
chewing scenery. 

John Sturges’ direction gets the 
script off to somewhat slow start 
but then builds to a- strong mood 
ef suspense, punctuated with an 
increasing feeling of expectancy as 
the villain nears the time when he 
must kill the old lady if he is to 
escape. Jerry Davis, Chodorov and 
Charles Bennett did a good job of 
scripting. 

Angela Lansbury and Keenan 
Wynn occupy the featured roles as 
the husband-wife team who aid 
Evans’ plan. Miss Lansbury is ex- 
cellent in the matter-of-fact way 
she goes about her part in the vil- 
lainy. Wynn effectively lends the 
murderous touch to the suspense. 
Betsy Blair, as Evans’ wife. Doris 
Lloyd, the maid; John Williams, 
the bank clerk whose suspicions 
make possible Evans’ capture, and 
a number of others in the cast 
capably further story aims. 

Early 20th century England has 
been smartly captured in the Ar- 
mand Deutsch production, and 
Joseph Ruttenberg gi 
players expert photography. David 
Raksin’ is an aid to 

Brog. 


and Karl Malden are the other} “ref. Co 


princivals. in parts they v'ayed in 
the Broadway version. Thev are 
excellent, Miss Hunter as Blenche’s 
sister, tern between love for her 
s*-ter and her husband, and Mal- 
den, as Blanche’s frantic. suitor. 
Malden has two especially 

seenes 
strengthen his future film chances. 
The other players all lend strong 


support. 

Charles K. Feldman’s production 
has been garnished with alt the fa- 
cets of Grade A film-making, and 
Elia Kazan has directed with a keen 


with Miss Leigh that] is 


shoul 
tion 
“From star names 

Granger, Ruth Roman and Robert 
Walker, on down, Hitchcock has 
east his characters with his usual 


of story and character | spots. 


pe 
values, a job that he also handicd |. 


for the play. The photography is 





exce'tent: so are all the other te-h- 


nical credits. 4a Esypitag han. 4 Ormonde, Hitchcock embroidgers 


oo eee pre 


Raymond Chandler . 


arin, aut ata ae 


erris| Likely spots as a s@nator’s party, 


ves it and the Charlee 


but Walker is serious. 


Latter stalks down Miss Elliott 

an ‘amusement. park . and 
strangles her. He then starts chas- 
ing Granger to make him fulfill 
the other end of the bargain. 
Granger, suspected by the police, 
avoids Walker as much as possible 
but latter’s cunning enables him 
to insinuate himself-into such un- 


tennis tournaments and other 
places. where Granger appears. 


Miss Roman, aware that some- 
thing is troubling Granger, learns 
the truth one night at a party when 
Walker nearly strangles a dowager 
while.demonstrating how a murder 
can be committed. Patricia Hitch- 
cock, Miss Roman’s younger sister, 
who is similar in appearance to 
Walker’s first victim, brings on 
the attack. Granger, by now des- 
perate, seeks to conf the scheme 
to Walker’s father, but the killer 
prevents this and promises te pin 
the wife’s murder on him. Finale 
comes with a wallop as Granger 
chases. Walker to the amusement 
park to prevent him planting the 
evidence. ; 

Hitchcock uses the merry-go- 
round device to climax the tale of 
murder and terror with smashing 
effect, high-pointing the trail of 
suspense along which he has led 
an audience. Another top scene 
is the amusement park killing of 
Miss Elliott, and there is hair- 
raising tension in the sequence 
that has Granger stealthily enter- 
ing Walker’s home during the night 
to expose the killer to his father. 
Hitehcock weaves the story against 
backgrounds and sounds that add 
to the unrelenting suspense. 

Performance -wise, the _ cast 
comes through strongly. Granger is 
excellent at the harassed young 
man innocently involved in murder. 
Miss Roman's role of a nice, under- 
standing girl is a switch for her, 
and she makes it warmly effective. 
Walker’s role has extreme color, 
and he projects it-deftly. Miss 
Elliott stands out briefly as the 
victim, and Miss Hitchcock (the 
director’s daughter) also registers. 

Among those shaping impressive 
smaller roles are Leo G. Carroll, 
Marion Lorne, Norma Varden and 
Robert Gist. Helping to further the 
mood of the film is Dimitri Tiom- 
kin’s music and Robert Burks’ 
photography. Other technical 
assists are good. Brog. 
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famous Indian athlete: good 
——w ry diversion for neat 
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Warner Bros. release of Everett Free- 


Hit 
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It is not always the s of med- 
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‘| medics, 
. | with a m 
James | others whe do well in smali parts 


att 


suceess. ‘Captain 
screen as effervescent 


it along” 


skilled artist, capturing the spirit 
of the period.” 


kept a firm grip on his subject. 
work ranks with the best.” 


Indian school; his pentathlon 
decathion victories in the 1912 
Olympies at Stoekholm; the frus- 
tration and bitterness that gov- 
erned his future life when he was 
forced to return his oe tro- 
phies upon the Olympic Commit- 
tee’s. discovery that he had, during 
a summer vacation from Carlisle, 
played professional baseball for 
coffee-and-cake money; his sortie’ 
into. major league baseball, with 
the New York Giants under. John 
McGraw; his years of professional 
football, first to big-stadium crowds, 
then to the small parks and poverty 
during his fading athletic years. 
There is the final price of fame— 
the discovery of him driving a junk 
truck. The film tempers the frus- 
trations somewhat by showing him 
being honored, at the end, at a 
dinner tendered by the state 
of Oklahoma. 

The pic has re-created a num- 
ber of events from sports history, 
and has done it with a relish and 
consistency with fact. There is the 
sensational 13-13 tie between un- 
beaten gridiron Titans—Penn and 
Carlisile—in the duel that Old 
Guard footballers still talk about, 
in whieh Ashenbrunner of Penn 
stacked up against Thorpe of Car- 
lisle. There are re-creations of the 
1912 and 1924 Olympics (with an 
assist from stock shots) that lend 
color and authenticity. There are 
neatly directed sequences of Thorpe 
as a professional grid star, of his 
Herculean mastery of every track 
event in the boek. 

All. these Burt Lancaster has 
helped capture in the spirit of the 
grim-visaged, moody Indian. Cer- 
tainly there are few actors who 
could be as believable as Lancaster 
from a physical standpoint. Charles 
Bickford plays “Pop” Warner, 
Thorpe’s Carlisle and 
friend, with restraint and credence, 
him first at Carlisle, later 
when he achieved hi 
ence as coach at Stanford. 

hyllis Thaxter plays the 
girl who became Thorpe 
only to divoree him when she 
no longer tolerate the 
and rg ony that grip 
lowing death of t 
his subsequent athletic decline. 
Dick Wesson, of vaude-nitery co- 
Pp an Indian classmate 
abandon, while 


are Steve Cochran and Jack 
grid 
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.” tradeshown 

eent. weeks, was reviewed from London by V. 

. Apgsil 18, °51. Appraising Warners’ British-made. 
wrote that “the exploits of one of Britain's 
adventurers have been filmed by Warner spectacular 

Horatio Hornblower’ has vg ee woe to the 


rag : ss < 
2 ¢ 
sw f 


int New: York in re. 


¥- +. Its 


entertainment with 
boxoffice suecess on beth sides of the Atlantic fs. ! question, 
with marquee names of Gregory Peck and Virginia Mayo to carry 


Basis of the film is provided by three of C. S. Perester’s stories, 
which the author adapted with an eye to the best material for the 
celluloid version. Reviewer pointed out that the novelist’s treat- 
ment of the yarns develops as ‘an incisive study of a man who is 
dispassionate, aloof and remote, yet often capable of finer feelings. 
In his interpretation of.the title role, Gregory Peck stands out as a 


of the character and atmosphere 


Critic added that Miss Mayo plays Lady Barbara, a sister of the 
Duke of Wellington, with “understanding and sensitivity.” 
porting cast, comprised almost entirely of British players, was 
praised, as were the major action sequences, “Technically,” averred 
the aisle-sitter, “the film ranks with the best from a British studio 
for a big-scale, action spectacle. Director Raoul Walsh has clearly 


Sup- 


Guy Green's Technicolor camera 


expected of the comics. It makes 
a stab at laughs, achieves some, but 
on the whole will be a disappoint- 
ment to any but the most rabid 
A&C fan. ehief bright spot is 
Dorothy Shay, the “Park Ave. hill- 
billy” singer of saucily-lyriced 
mountain tunes... She gives the 
comics a-major assist all the way. 
The filmsy. script uses a Kentucky 
mountain setting for a mild expoe- 
sition ef a mountain family 
feud inte ich Miss Shay, cafe 
singer; Costello, magician, and Ab- 
bott, their agent, are p ted, 
Costello and Miss Shay are McCoy 
cousins and he is the heir te a for- 
tune supposedly buried by a long 
dead uncle. They fer te the 
mountains, find the family feuding 
with the Winfield clan led by 
Glenn Strange. Some shootin’ and 
fightin’, and caricatured romancing 
helped along by love potions, are 
depicted in the harum-scarum pro- 
ceedings before the boys find the 
treasure is actually a Fort Knox 
vault. s ' 
Abbott and Costello manage to 
wring out several neat laughs but 
badly missed are their standard 
soutliin that could have been 
counted to assist any material, no 
matter how thin. Miss Shay un- 
doubtediy will rate further sereen 
assignments. Her personality comes 
over st , and her singing of 
sophisticated mountain ditties, such 
oe “Agnes Clung,” “Why _" 

meone Marry Mary Ann,” “Sage- 
brush Sadie,” “You Broke Your 
Promise” and “You'll Be Another 
Notch on Father’s Shotgun,” peps 
up the footage. 

Characters drawn are typical car- 
toon caricatures, very broadly 
ge Ida Moore peor the ar 

oy clan as a snippy o . Joe 
Sawyer, Shaye , Guy er- 
son, Bob Easton, e, and Mar- 
garet Hamilton are among the as- 
sorted mountain 


Grant enacts a citihead d 
who courts Miss Shay. 7 . 
cpasies: Remnants direction: of 
pacing and some 

the poor material 

bert Lees. and Fred- 
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‘ ‘below .par for the 
course, lacking the raucous hilarity 
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Hollywood, June 19. 

The travel agents’ old line about 
“seeing America First” could serve 
as an effective slogan for European 
producers, according to Swiss film- 
maker Lazar Wechsler. Here on a 
stopover during his fifth cross- 
country motor trip, the producer 
reported that an awareness of the 
American market is vital in that 
jt provides a tipoff on a film’s 
potential world revenue. 

“My motor trips have proved to 
me that the European producer 
must make pictures that have a 
common interest for Americans 
and continentals alike,” he con- 
tends. “If America likes a picture, 
it will be profitable in the rest of 
the world ‘as well.” 

Wechsler’s latest film, “Four in 
a Jeep,” currently is playing a pre- 
release engagement at the Paris 
Theatre, N. ¥. Many of his earlier 
films, “The Search,” ‘The Last 
Chance” and “Wings Over Ethio- 
pia,” among them, were strong 
U. S. successes. 

Wechsler believes the public is 
no longer name - conscious. 
“Familiar faces are welcome on 
the screens the world over,” he 
concedes, “but topical, vigorous 
stories enjoy the best business to- 
day—not only here, but in Europe.” 


In his travels around the coun- 
try, Wechsler has talked to many 
exhibitors, getting their ideas on 
films and film subjects. He re- 
ported that exhibitors have “an in- 
telligent and realistic approach” to 
the problems of television and 
tightening ©. money circulation. 
European exhibitors, he adds, will 
soon be facing similar problems. 
The producer believes that expan- 
sion of television facilities in 
Europe will sharply diminish film 
grosses, as it has in certain section 
of the U. S. 

Wechsler maintains a permanent 
production setup in Switzerland. 
Leopold Lindtberg, who directed 
“Last Chance” and “Jeep,” is un- 
der contract to Wechsler’s Prae- 
sens Films. A cameraman, sound 
crew and lab technicians also are 
on the permanent payroll. Cur- 
rently, Wechsler is plotting a 
three-picture schedule ‘for the next 
three years. . First of these films, 
all to be made in his Zurich stu- 
dios, will be “Anne,” the story of 
an orphans’ village in Switzerland. 

Wechsler plans fo use a Holly- 
wood name for the film. It will be 
the second time he has used an 
established star in one of his pic- 
tures, the first having been Viveca 
Lindfors, who costarred with Ralph 
Meeker and Yosef Yadin in “Jeep,” 
story of the four-power occupation 
of Vienna. 


TENN. TOA WOULD SET 
EXCLUSIVE TY NEWS 





America in the annual po' 
held here last week (16). They were 
Ed Sapinsley,, James West 
George Gaughan. © Others: nan 
were Nathan Flex 
my Pepper, and | 
Sprott, Nashville. The officers 
board members represent so 
theatres in Tennessee. 
Jay Solomon, Chattanooga, : 
Rae ae prexy, along with W. 
uffin, Covington, 
Emil ‘Bernsteeker. Knoxtie’” 


le 


Sports events theatres in this 
State. Group. al ent on record 
as not opposing 

Pending in the House for 


three-day session ended here 
Saturday (16) with dance and din- 


Wechsler Sees US. 
To World Profit for European Pix 


Geccied as Koy. 
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‘Tarzan’ Stays Home; 


Africa Too Expensive 
Hollywood, June 19. 
Lensing in Africa is too expen- 
sive, so Sol. Lesser has cancelled 
his plans to make all future 
“Tarzan” films on the Dark Con- 
tinent, actual locale of the stories. 
“Tarzan’s Peril” .was made in 
British East. Africa last year but 
the next one, “Tarzan the Hunted,” 
will be made here in mid-July and 
all future films in the Lex Barker- 
starring series will be made on 
the home front. 


Chi Tax Offic 
Sees Allied Nixed 
On City 3% Exit 


Chicago, June 19. 


Chicago tax collector William 
Prendergast has reckoned that 
the attempt of Allied Theatres 
of [Illinois to wipe out the 
3% city theatre tax would prob- 
ably be granted no more than the 
“formality of appearing on the 
next city councii meeting agenda.” 

Allied, which approached Mayor 
Martin Kennelly with the message 
that either city taxes be scratched 
or more theatres would be closed, 
has timed its demands poorly, 
Prendergast said, adding that the 
State of Lllinois is already seek- 
ing to disassociate itself from many 
budgetary obligations in Chi. 

Allied prez Jack Kirsch report- 
edly told Kennelly that City Hall 
has been collecting such a negligi- 
ble amount already from theatres 
here that no more than an esti- 
mated $80,000-$90,000 will be lost 
by the city. Kirsch, it’s under- 
stood, pointed out that further the- 
atre closings here would result in 
even more of a decline in city loot. 

Kirsch, who feels the tax assess- 
ment an undue burden on theatre 
operators, as wéll’as an obstacle in 
the path of would-be patrons, had 
only recently been granted permis- 
sion to pay city license fees on an 
installment basis. Previously, ex- 
hibitors had. been kicking into the 
city once a year. Under terms of 
the credit payments, Allied mem- 
bers are due to chip in some of 
their dwindling coin on July 1, 
though many exhibs feel that when 
that time comes they'll have to 
shutter rather than assume burden 
of the dole. 

Allied is currently urging thea- 
tre members to write aldermen 
urging passage of the tax abolish- 
ment. 
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BIG GUARANTEES 
‘ON QUALITY FILM 


Dearth of quality product avail- 
able for art ,houses and other. lim- 
ited-seaters specializing in long 
runs.has created a seller’s market 
in recent. months for this type film. 
Result has been a significant up- 
turn recently in the practice of 
small houses giving big money. 
guarantees for films. 

Prime example of the necessity 
of arties tossing out financial bait 
to snare the product they want 
is seen in the Paris Theatre, N. Y., 
giving United Artists a $50,000 ad- 
vance against earnings on “The 
River.” House was forced into the 
‘situation by fact that the Astor 
on Broadway was likewise offering 
that amount and the Walter Reade 
chain was making strenuous bids 
on behalf of its Park Ave. Theaire. 

Equally outstanding was the Cri- 
terion’s bid of $100,000 to corrak 
Walt Disney’s “Alice in Wonder- 
land.” That followed an offer of 
the film to the Paris for a $150,000 
guarantee — which the French- 
owned house nixed—and a battle 
with Harry Brandt over the size of 
the sum he would give to put the 
cartoon into the Mayfair. 

Sutton Theatre likewise has been 
forced into the guarantees. to get 
the product it wants. It is said to 
have advanced. a sizable fee to 
Universal for “The Browning Ver- 
sion.” Victoria on -Broadway has 
also been handing out guarantees. 

It teed off some of the recent 
big-money handouts more than a 
year ago by giving $100,000, for in- 
stance, on Stanley Kramer’s “Home 
of. the Brave" and_ reportedly. 
$150,000 on Columbia’s “Born Yes- 
terday.” Astor gave $100,000 to 
Universal on “Harvey.” 

Astor and Victoria are both 
owned by City Investing Co., as is 
the Bijou, which is now operated 

(Continued on page 16) 


Mull Studio Buy — 


* Hollywood, June 19. 
An Air Force Pictorial Service 
survey team will arrive in Holly- 
wood next month to decide wheth- 
er it will be necessary to purchase 
a studio’ for the production of 
AFPS training and documentary 





made before late fall, at which time 
AFPS, after studying available lo-* 
cations, will determine. whether 
che more feasible to build or 
0 4 


= 


Artists, General Service and Eagle 
Lion studios, AFPS head Col. 
Breok Allen disclosed. Shortly 
afterward, Roach withdrew his bid 
on the grounds that any prospective 
purchaser of the lot would have to 
take over telepic commitments. 
which~Roach and his son have 





films. Decision probably won't be | 


made. Roach lot was used during| “Playing 


Disney, With $5,000.00 Break-Even 
On ‘Alice’ Cites Cartoon Costs Suag 
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Indigestible Popcorn 
Minneapolis, June 19. 
Found: A pic exhibitor re- 
fusing, on artistic grounds, to 
permit the sale of popcorn and 
candy on the premises. In this 
instance, however, it’s a mu- 
nicipal board that operates the 
city-owned Auditorium, leading 
theatre in the town of Red 
Wing, Minn., population 15,000. 
Cooly passing up the consid- 
erable revenue which would. 
accrue, the board rejected a 
proposal to operate a conces- 
sion stand in the theatre just 
as ‘it has been refusing its own 
manager permission to install 
one, The reason: members felt 
it would be out of place to sell 
popcorn, etc., “in the austere 
atmosphere of the Auditorium, 
detracting from the theatre’s 
dignity.” 


$3,335,000 Hike 
In Sales for U 
In 2d Quarter 


Universal's gross revenue is con- 
tinuing on the climb, with world- 
wide sales in its second fiscal quar- 
ter representing an increase of $3,- 
aa over the same period in 


U, in a-report to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, dis- 
closed its total. gross business 
amounted to $15;777;506 for the 
quarter which ended last April 30. 
Earlier reports show the company’s 
total for the corresponding period 
in the previous year came to $12,- 
442.000. 


U's gross for the first quarter 
of the current year reached $12,- 
723,150. This resulted in a net prof- 
it of $107,130. Second-quarter earn- 
ings have yet to be announced, but 
the net will undoubtedly be ahead 
of the previous quarter, on the 
basis of the hefty gain in gross 
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' Company has been on the 
swing: both domestic: Ph 


: rive, when the weekly 
billings hit about $2,100,000. Global 
showed an in- 
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Producers of film cartoons have 
a: problem unique to themselves. 
Unlike. other Hollywood film- 
makers, who have been able to 
effect assorted produetion. econo- 
mies, the pen-and-brush lensers 
face continually soaring costs which 
ean be stemmed ony ‘at the risk 
of impairing quality. Walt Disney 
is authority for this statement. 

This situation was spotlighted 
during Disney’s brief N. Y. stay last 
week, prior to his trek to England. 
The producer said he will require 
about $5,000,000 in: revenue from 
theatres to break even on his latest, 
“Alice in Wonderland.”. Brought in 
at a reported negative cost of $3,- 
300,000, the film represents the 
heftiest budget in Disney history. 
Previous high was “Cinderella,” at 
an estimated $2,800,000, 


Commenting on the financial end 
of his operation, Disney observed 
he would go bankrupt if he were 
te make “Fantasia” today. Latter 
film, which was released in 1940, 
had an estimated negative cost of 
$2,500,000. Added to this were sub- 
stantial expenditures for the special 
sound effects put to use in the pic. 
“Fantasia,” at $2,500,000, is still 
short of the break-even point in 
income but still has some reissue 
value. 


In any event, Disney is not doing 
any production retrenching. He 
feels any economizing measures 
might detract from the quality of 
his output. Bringing the break- 
even mark for “Alice” up to 
$5,000,000 are the necessary add- 
ed expenditures for distribution 
(through RKO), prints and promo- 
tion. 

Disney’s “Robin Hood” is now 
in production in England, thus his 
hop abroad. He told a press meet- 
ing before sajling that he plans 
one cartoon featurc every year and 
a half, with one live-action film 
in between. His next cartoon will 
be “Peter Pan.” 

Producer also stated he’s not 
eady to take the TV plunge, al- 
hough he’s had numerous offers. 
He observed TV-casters could hard- 
ly pay the right kind of money, 
even for his old films, since they 
have continuing value as reissues. 


GIVE EM PLENTY BALLY 
FOR BO., IN MOBILE’ 


Mobile, Ala. 
Editor, Vantety: + 
I see by Vartety dated June 6 
where an item on a “Drive-In for 





For your information, we opened 
up a ramp for one year ago 
June 5 and the Associated Press 
carried the story. At that, we 
didn’t originate the idea since a 
show one theatre in 
Louisiana which had preceded us 
with a fly-in theatre. . 

However, we have been making 
news in other. ways and I guess 
you'll find, the Do prac- 

the only ‘in the 


i 


have : 
outiet in Mobile on @he basis of 
grosses which exceed all other the- 


by virtue 
of the fact that the “Do” in Mobile 
has the poorest location of the five 
‘drive-in theatres currently operat- 
ing here, including two within 
three miles of the Do. 

However, this theatre has never 


pectation that pix, however top- 
starred, automatically magnetize 
patrons. Combination of ballyhoo, 


Story | choice radio time, unusual news- 


Our first-run acquisitions have 





} 


not resulted from personal friend- 
~~ (Continued on page 16) 
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THE INDUSTRY'S NEW 
RALLYING CRY She 


A new fighting spirit’s in the air! 
A new smile’s on Showmen’s faces! 
20th PASSES THE AMMO...AND 
THE BIG OFFENSIVE IS ON! 


You're on your way with 


Technicolor 
Danny Kaye’s Kay-lossal! 


HALF ANGEL 


Technicolor 
It’s SRO in Minneapolis, St. Louis and Atlantic City! 








You’ve got what it takes with 


TAKE CARE OF MY LITTLE GIRL 
Technicol 
YOU'RE PART ‘Seacatiouil baat ak eetioanl pee bab pictiore. 
OF THE ' There’s never been anything like . 
_ JHE FROGMEN 
M(@ ati es AS 7 Front page news in the 


cag N.Y. Sunday News (June 17th issue) 
aoe §7:\)) ee New 


“Ai Keep ‘em coming with 


THE WAY! THE MAN WHO CAME BACK 
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Nevil Shute’s’ best-seller — ° 
with Stewart and Dietrich! 


Watch the big All-West openings! 
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School Vacations Hypo Chi B.0.. 


Riviera -Cole-Blackburn Twins Big - 


$50,000, Feel’ Folds in 6 Days, 196 


A 





Chicago, June 19. 
Loop first-run managérs are 
wreathed in smiles» for third 
straight week, with school, shutter- 
ings and strom: a gr helping to 


a 


Estimates Are Net 


Film.gross.estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari 


h Teps is the| 48 key cities,- are net, te., 
ance with. “On Riviere”. and without the 20% tax: Disiribu: 
Nat Cole Blackburn Twins} tors share‘on net take, when 
onstage. | — — looms s playing percentage, hence the 
week. “As Young as -You Fee estimated figures are net in- 


and Al Bll tepping jg ee 
at Oriental is heading. for slight 
$19,000. House pic after 
six days. bringing in *‘Dear Brat.” 
Stage bill stays on. 

Roosevelt, with “Last Outpost” 
and “Texas Rangers,” neat $14,- 
500. “Goodbye. My Fancy” should 
nail good $14,000 at Palace. Grand. 
with a ee 9 
“Jungle of Chang,” is_soc a 
000. “Ballerina” is shaping tidy 
$4.300 at World. 

Second week of “The Thing’ 
still is stamdeut with lush a 
at Woods. State-Lake, with “Go 
For Broke.” is bie $19.000 or more 
in second fap. and “Long 
Dark Hall” combo looms nice $12Z,- 
000 at United Artists on second 
round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—“On 
Riviera” (20th) plus Nate Cole and 
Blackburn Twins onstage. Big 
$50,000. Last week, “In Navy 
Now” (20th) pl 


us Sid Caesar and 
Imogene Ceca onstage, huge $70,- 
000 for new 1951 high. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Jungle Headhunters” (RKO) and 
“Iunglé of Chang” (Indie). Sock 
$17.000. Last week, “Along Great 
Divide” (WB) and “Bowery Bat- 
talion” (Mono) (24 wk). $11,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400: 98)—“As 
Young as You Feel” (20th), and Al 
Morgan heading stageshow. Drab 
$19.000 in 6 days, with “Dear Brat” 
revlacing on June 20. Last week, 
“Half Angel” (20th) and Kay Ar- 
men onstage (2d wk). $27,000. 

Palaee (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB) and 
“China Corsair” (Col). Good $14.- 
000. Last week. “Little Giant” 
(U) and “Time of Lives” (U) (re- 
issues), $11,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 55-98) — 
“Last Outpost” (Par) and “Texas 
Rangers” (Col). Nice $14,500. 
Last week, “Avache Drums” (U) 
and “When Redskins Rode” (Col) 
(2d wk). $12,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 55-98) 
—“Go for Broke” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Be $19,000. Last week, $24,- 


United Artiets (B&K) (1,700: 55- 
98\—“‘Searf” (UA) and “Long Dark 
Hall” (UA) (2d wk). Bright $12,- 

000. Last week, $16,000. 

Woeds ({Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
my (RKO) (2d wk). Lusty | © 
Last week. $31,600. 

World (‘ndie) (587; 80)—“Bal- 
lerina” (Tndie). Perky "$4300. Last 
week. “Men and Musie” (20th) (4th 


wk). $3. 
Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434: 98)— 
‘Tales of Hoffmann” (indie) (9th 


= Big $6,200. Last week, $6,- 





Film Stars Help Lift 
‘Folsom’ Fancy $7,500, 

L’ville; ‘Qutpest’ 846 
Loui June 19. 


only bright spot 
Gerson where 






yoo. feos had best v 
day opening in weeks. . “Last. 
post” and “Sun Sets at Dawn 


Rialto is not Pee much excite- 
ment. 


Mary ore ree 
45-85) — yinede Fe 
( WB). Neat $7 


“Seeond 
4 Rialto 

Be sexy Outpost” (P. ) 
“Sun Sets at ecco 5 (UA). a a 
$8500. Tast week, “On 
(2Oth).- $12 O00, 

State (Toew’s) (3.000; 45-65)— |" 
“Lorna Deone” (Col) and “Texas 
Rangers” (Col). Fairish $9,000. 
Tast week. “Brave Bulls” (Col) and 
“Santa Fe” (Col), $10.000. 

Strand (FA) ~(1,200; 
“Vendetta” (RKO) and ‘uGeoley” 


(RKO). Slow $3.500. Last week. 
“14 Hours” (20th) and “Danger 
Zone” (Lip), $4,000. 


) (4th wk), Be 
Ruste Hall 


come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 


Divide’ Best Bet 
In Prov., $12,000 


Providence, June. 19. 


is pulling them in this week. Oth- 
ers on the fairly active list are 
State’s “Go For: Broke,” and RKO 
Albee’s “Get It Wholesale.” Strand 
opened nicely Monday with “When 
Redskins Rode.” 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) 
“Get It Wholesale’ (20th) 
“Murder Without Crime” (Mono). 
Fairly good $9, Last . week, 
“Air Cadet” (U) and “Fat Man” 
(U), same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
Takes Air” Soaeens Se $12,000. 
Last week, “ My Fancy” 
(WB) and tuning lar Pursuit” 
(WB), $13,000 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘House Telegraph Hill’ (20th) 
and “Forced Landing” (Indie). Dull 
$4,600. Last week, “Trail Lone- 
some Pine” (UA) and “Lives Ben- 
gal Lancers (UA) (reissues), $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Go For Broke” (M-G) and “Smug- 
gler’s Gold” (Col). Steady $14,000. 
Last week, “Great Caruso” (M-G) 
(3d wk), nice $9,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 

—“When Redskins Rode” (Col) and 
“Her First Romance” (Col). Opened 
Monday (18). Last week, “Santa 
Fe” (Col) a ‘Fury Congo” (Col), 
meek $7,000 


sland’ Bright $7,000, 
Seattle; ‘Blandish’ 66 


Seattle, June 19. 
Mighty slim retugens this week at 





“Smuggler’s 

Island” looks fine at the Liberty 
and “No for Miss 
Blandish” is big at Music Box. 
“Texas Rangers” looms very drab 
at Paramount. Holding for a sec- 
<A week of the Palomar’s reis- 
sue combo, “They Got Me Cov- 
ered” and | UP in Arms” is as un- 
er a good trade the pair 


Fam fer This sateser A 
65-90)"Tarzan’s 1” (RKO) and 
Out West” (Mono). 
. Last week, “Sealed 
Cargo” (RKO) and “M” (Col), big 
$10,200 in 8 days. 
Avenue vepresns (2,346; 


65-90)—“Half 20th) 
“Father Takes s Air afona) a wi 


65-90) 


(U) and 
Fine $7,- 
Broke” 


— * 5 days. week, 
| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 
_— er’s Island” 

ollywood 


“H 


Story” (U). 





ds Miss 


600. 
(Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 


90)—“Caruso” (M-G) (8th ‘wk). 


-| Good in 4 after H 
et SF swe 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90)—“Folsom Prison” (WB) and 
, Sweet Music” ‘{ “ 


Fair $1,000. “Apa 


Last week, 
(VU) and “Pier 21” (Lip), 


$8,300 
detime if. (Sterlinf®) (1350; 4 45-70) 
in ae (RKO).(2d runs) (2d we 
3, $4,000. Last week, strong 


over mr, 
ramount ergreen) (3,039; 
65-90)—“‘Texas Rangers” (Col) and 


“China Corsair” (Col). Drab = 
Last week, “On Riviera” ( ) and ~~ 
w 


“Follow Sun” (20th) (3d 
| $5,500. 


“On Riviera” | 00d 








Majestic’s “Along Great Divide” 


(2,200; 44-65)— 
and 


“Great Divide” (WB) and “Father 





| Broke’ Torrid $18,000, 


Port.; ‘Caruso’ 746, 4th 


Portland, Ore., June 19. 

- “Great Caruso” is still 
attendance records at the 
Artists, and now doing a 
fourth week. “Go For Broke” ee 
torrid in 11 day. at the Broadway. 
“Last Outpost okay in two 
spots. Biz is shaping up well in 
downtown houses Commie transient 
name and hot weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65,90) 

“Go. For ’ Broke” (M-G) and 
“Home Town Story” 4-6). ‘Torrid 


$18,000 in 11 days. Last week, 
“-Hoppy’s Hotiday”’ He and 
for Day” (UA) (2 days), 

biah $1,600 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90)— 
“The Thing” (RKO) and “Fort 
Quebec” (Par) (m.o.). Fancy $3,- 
500. Last week, “On Riviera” 


(20th) and “The Sun Sets at Dawn” 
(EL) (m.o.), $5,000 


Oriental (Evergreen) 42,000; 65- 
Outpost” (Par) 

“Ghost ag (Mono), .day-date | v: 
with Okay $2,500. Last 
week, “Great. " Divide” (WB) and 
“Smuggler’s Gold” (Col), $3,700. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
(Par) and 
, also Ori- 
ental. week, 
“Thing” (RKO) and “Fort Quebec” 
(Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—“‘Follow Sun”. (20th) and 
“Danger Zone” (Indie). ‘Slow $7,- 
500 or near. Last week, “Great 
Divide” (WB) and “Smuggler’s 
Gold” (Cel), $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker): (890; 65- 
90)—“Great Caruso” (M-G) (4th 
wk). . Great $7,500. Last week, 
$9,500 





‘Angel’ Half Good 
$18,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 19. 

The first warm weekend of the 
summer is shrinking biz at most 
first-runs here this week. Fairly 
strong array of holdover films did 
little to stem downbeat. “Fat Man,” 
with stageshow, is fairly good at 
the Earle while “Great Caruso” 
still is smash in sixth week at the 
Boyd. “Half Angel” is doing com- 
paratively well in view of condi- 
tions at the Fox with an okay total 
in prospect. 

fer This Week 


Estimates 
Arcadia (Indie) (625; $1:30-$2.40) 
“Tales of Hoffmann”.AIndie) (8th 
wk). Neat $4.500. Last week, $5.000. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; §0-99)— 


“Great Caruso” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Holding near $18,000. Last week, 
great $18,000. . 

Earle (W8B)- (2,700; 50-99)— 
“Fat Man” (U) plus ash- 
ington, Dominoes, te Joe 
Hunter puataee. Good $21 Pe — 
week, “Smuggler’s Gold” us 
Ravens, Cootie Williams rch, | 
wll angel au Shay Mito 
Last week, “On Riviera” (20th) (3d 


wk) 
‘ Tce (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 


99)—“Go For Broke” (M-G) (5th 
= Off as $7,000. Last week, fair- 


(WB) ¢ §0-99)— 
ig (2d wk). 


Ww. 
Midtown 

99)—“Fabiola” (UA) pod we. 

to $7,000. Last week, soli 


pel oa 
wk). : 


Last 
oT (WB). pie), (2,000; go 


Holding near san athnee. Last week, 


O) 
Off 
id $10,000. 

; 50- 


) " 
” (M-G) (2d 
week, 


“nice $1 


| JO. 
Story” vuaronDooue Gp, Since $13 $12, 


ser Story” Toh, 10 (500; 50-99)— 
a. 


(WU). (2d wk). | 


$2,600. ° week, trim 


‘Danger Leads New Pix 
In Toronto, Hep $11,000 


henbate, June 19. 

Holdovers continue ‘te top the 
hy , notably “The Thing” 

— 

“Up | just fair to. good, with “Appoint- 

ment with Danger” | 
Estimates 


Downtown Gne aie Mayfair 
Scarboro, State (T cee 
955; 470; 608; 694; pn 
ation X”” (Col) and “When the 
skins Rode” (Col). t $11,000. 
Last week, “Fighting --tguard” 

(Continued on page 18) 





lor) 


and | private schoo 
vacations. 





Heat Slows Up Bway; Andrews Ss 
Tilt ‘Angel’ to Hep 806, ‘Sirocco’ 
Plus Stage 426, ‘Native’ Okay 176 


Despite four new bills, the busi- 
ness pace at Broadway first-run 
theatres continues very uneven this 
week. Several of the bigger houses 
were helped preg A by the cool, 
rainy conditions 
until last Sunday Gn. this break 
from the weather enabling many 
extended-runs to hold up in steady 
fashion. 

While much warmer weather 
yesterday (Tues.) an@ Monday. cut 
into the boxoffice, most managers 
look for the Regents exams this 
week to partially counteract this 
adverse influence. Younger patrons 
also were ex ed because some 
have started their 


Andrews Sisters, heading the 
, are ti “Half 
Angel” to a nice at the 


Few crix went for the film. 
The other new combo bill, “Siroc- 
co,” with Ethel Waters, Teddy 
Powell band and Georgie Kaye 
heading the stage lineup, is not 
faring too well. First week ended 
last night (Tues.) sha 
$42,000 at the Capitol, w 
only two weeks. 


“Native se. ” which started out 


a xe pered off subsequently 
pon’ f be "in fairly $17,- 
000 or under in first session at the 


Criterion. “Man With My Face” with 
usual vaude array looks about $17,- 
500, okay, at the Palace. “Fabiola” 
held well, winding up with 
a solid $19,000 in third f= A at 
the Victoria. It is going a fourth 
week, and. probably could have 
held lenger but it’s slated to 4 
out over RKO circuit in N. Y¥. 
the Vic won’t hold farther. 

Still showing remarkable 
stamina is “Great Caruso” with 
stageshow at the’ Music Hall. Big 
Metro musical hit likely will wind 
at sock $135,000 in sixth session, 
with the Hall holding it a seventh 
week. Sixth stanza’s total will be 
only a few thousand below the 
fifth week. 

State is bringing in “Samson and 
Delilah” for two weeks on 
run after “Night Into orning” 
faded after a mild first round. 
Paramount launches “He Ran All 
Way,” first United Artists film to 
play the house, also today. It will 
ke backed by Carmen Cavallaro 
band, Juanita Hall and Cy Reeves 
heading stage bill. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 

—‘‘Valentino”’ (Col) (8th wk) 
Wéek ending today (Wed.) looks to 
wind at $5,500 after okay $7,000 
last week. “Hard, Fast, Beautiful” 
(RKO) opens June 29. 


Bijon (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- | 
$2.40)—"Tales of Hoffmann” (In-| 
die) ie ol wk). Yhe 1ith round 
ended last night (Tues) held to 
$11,000 after fancy $12,000 last 


Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 

—“Sirocco” (Col) plus Ethel 
Waters, Teddy Powell —_ 
Georgie Kaye heading stage bill 
(2d-final wk). Initial week ended 


Roxy. 


about 
ch spells 


$42,006, In ahead, “Go For B 
(M-G) with Les Brown arch, 
my Wakely, Chaz Chase topping 
stageshow (3d wk-6 days), $23,000, 
over hopes. 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—Native Son” (Indie). Shapes to; 
hit fairly good $17,000. Pic, ~ 
duced in started 


Argentina, 
strongly but ee off consider- 
ably since then. In ahead, 
head and Cowboy” (Par) (2d wk-4 |» 
j. | days), $4,000. 


last night (Tues.) was barely 
oe] 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20). 
eld fairly ts, $7,000. 


—“M” (Col) (2d wk); Held 
well at $8,500 after okay $13,000 in 
first week, over expeetancy. 

Holiday (Zatkin) (50; 50-$1.50) 
—“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB) (4th 
wk). Third week ended Monday | 500 
(18) held fairly well at $7,000 after 
okay $9,000 for second stanza. 

Mayfair (Brandt)* (1,736; 50- 
$1.20) — “Maltese Falcon” (WB) 
and “Dark Victory” (WB) (reissues) 
(4th wk). Holding close to previous 
week with about $6,000 after fine 
$7,500 in third round. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1 20)— 
“Man With My Face” (UA) and 
vaude. Heading for okay $17,500. 
Last week, “Cavalry Scout” (Mono) 
with vaude, $17,000, over hopes. 

Paramount (Par) A yy UA) with 
—“He Ran All Way” (UA) h 


Reeves, Four vans ‘on on- 


le | $5,200. 





week, “Hollywood Story” (U) plus 
Ames Bros., Gracie Barrie, Herbie 
Fields orch (2d wk), off to light 
$43,000 or near, with help from 
previews, after fair $51,000 in first 
round. 

Park Avenue (0) (583; 90-$1.50) 
— Draws A Horse” (Indie) 
(6th -wk). Fifth session - entled 
Sunday (17) held to $7400 after 
fine $8,000 last week. Stays. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Great 
Caruso” (M-G) and ow (6th 
wk). Doing well at 
socko $135,000 or over, holding a 
seventh .stanza. Fifth week was 
smash $141,000, a bit over hopes. 
Seventh.week will push “Caruso” 
ee the top 10 grosses at the 

all. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Half Ange!” (20th) with Andrews 
Sisters heading stageshow. Looks 
to reach nice $80,000 or near, 
largely on draw of Andrews Sisters 
since pic was Ag around by 
some of crix. Ids. Last week, 
“On Riviera” (20th) ‘plus Mimi 
Benzell, Peggy Ryan & Ray 
piety Irving Fields Trio on- 

stage (3d wk-9 days), fine $88;/000 

days. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Samson & Delilah” (Par). Opens 
on pop-price run today (Wed.). 
Last week, “Night Into Morning” 
(M-G) (2d wk-4 days), slipped to 
$5,000 after’ modest $12,000 open- 
ing frame. “Prince Who Was a 
Thief” (U) is slated to cpen early 
in July. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (12th wk). The 
11th round ended Monday (18) still 
was in solid chips at $8,600 after 
$9,400 in week ahead. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50) — “Emperor’s Nightin- 
gale” (Indie) (6th wk). Holding 
okay with $5,500 after $6,500 last 
week. Continues. 

Trans-Lux 524 St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
1.50)—"‘Teresa” (M-G) (11th wk). 
ipping te around $3,500 after trim 

, over hopes, last stanza. 

Victeria (City -Inv.) (1,060; 55- 
$1.50)\—“Fabiola” (UA) (4th wk). 
Third week ended last night 
(Tues.) continued its winning ways 
with solid $19,000 or near. Last 
week, smash $24,000, a bit over 
expectancy. “Mask of Avenger” 
(Col) is due in May 27. 





-| H.0.’s Slow Down D.C; 


Fight on Video Boosts 
‘Apache’ Robust $9,500 


Washington June 19. 

Holdover dominate current mid- 
town boxoffice, with newcomers in 
the Pay: “Apache Drums” at 
RKO Keith’s was upped to a firm 
take by vig 7 (15) — s Glavis- 
ing of the Louis-Savold fray. No 
standouts omens the other new- 
comers. “Fabiola,” in second week 
at big, while 
“Tales of entering its 
third month at Lopert’s Playhouse, 

1 has ca weekends. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-90)— 
“House on Telegr: ” (20th) 
plus vaude. Just ony $17 . Last 
week, “Night Inte Morning” (M-G) 
} plus vaude, $19,000. 


| Dupont (Lopert) (375; 50-85)— 
or- | nOdette” (UA) (2d wk). Nice $4,- 
“Red 1.000 $5,000 last week. - 


re Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
2 Drums” (U). Hypoed poed. by 
aft ee 


of theatre TV to 
week Ti a) 


_ (Warner) apes 
44-74) — “Lorna Doone” (Col) 
Above average $6,000 for first-run. 
oy week, “Nick Cain” (20th), $4,- 


Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Steady $11,000 for final lap of un- 
usually long run. Last week, hig 


$15,000 

Playhouse ( rt) (485; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (9th wk). Stout $6,000 for 
second consecutive week. Holds 


again. 
., , Warner bap Se (2,174; 44-74;— 
(WB). Tepid 
910,00. Last rym ath “Appeint- 
$13,000, . abo eae , 
above e 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-60)— 
“Fabiola” (UA) (24 wk). Fancy 
$8,000. Last week, sock .$13,000. 
Stays a third. 
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LAUREL 
AWARDS: 


M-G-M swept the 
awards as usual this 
year Keep up-to-date 
with Leo’s new con- 
tenders for industry 
honors. Attend the 
trade shows. Here 
are two more Big 


M-G-M Afttractions! 


“RICH, YOUNG 
AND PRETTY” 


(Technicolor) 
TRADE SHOW JUNE 29th 


RICH with song and ro- 
mance! YOUNG as its youth- 
ful stars! And PRETTY as a 

Technicolor jewel! Jane 
| Powell follows her “Royal 
Wedding” success with a 
_ darling show. Tell the Vic 
Damone fans he’s terrific! 
And thatnew idol of the gals— 
FernandoLamas! Packedwith 
talentandtoptunes. It’sa sure- 
fire hot weather attraction! 





af 


“THE LAW AND 


THE LADY” 
TRADE SHOW JULY 10th 


Remember gorgeous Greer 
in “Julia Misbehgves’’! She’s. 





misbehaving againin her new — 


role as a Chambermaid who 
yearns for luxury and dis- 
guised as Lady Loverly em- 
barks on a life of larency and 
love. Watch handsome Latin 
lover Fernando Lamas! 
Marjorie Main’s a riot! 
Here’s a show packed with 
laughs and action! 


* 


The Inspiration Behind The Up- 
Beat At Box- Offices Is M-G-M! 














zm “Which company gives 
you the Fairest Break?” RBG 


iebiiee “Which company gives 
you the Fairest Break?” A)Reae 


“Which company gives 
you the Fairest Break?” Ri Beal 


‘PROUDEST | 
HONOR! 


The results of THE EXHIBITOR MAGAZINE'S 
Annual LAUREL AWARDS again shower Leo with 
many FIRSTS, but his gratitude to you is greatest for 


“FAIREST COMPANY” award tlie 3rd successive year! Me 
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Wednesday, June 20, 1951 





Hub Higher: ‘Broke’ Brisk $28,000, 
Danger’ Safe 176, ‘Planet X’ OK 96 





Boston, June 19. 
Biz is yen town this |. 
stanza rainy weather partly 


blamed. “Go For Broke” at State 
and Orpheum will lead town with 
nice total. “Appointment With 
Danger” at Fenway and Paramount 
is fairly good.-“Man From Planet 
X” at Boston looms okay. “Samson 
and Delilah” at Met is only so-so 
while “Mating Season” is slow at 
Astor. “Qm the ogi age? in third 
week at Memorial is g up 
okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor’ 4B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Mating Season” (Par) and “The 
Furies”. (Par). Poor $4,200. Last 
week, “Fabiola” (UA), $4,500 for 
third week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Man From Planet X” (UA) and 
“Unknown Island” (UA).. A bit 
better than usual at oke $9,000. 
Last week, “Fat Man” (U) and 
“Male and Female” (Indie), $7,000. 


Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Appointment With Danger” (Par) 
and “Trio” (Par), Passable $4,500. 
Last week, “House Telegraph Hill” 
(20th) and “Spoilers Plains” (Rep), 
$4.500. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,100; $1.20- 
$2.40)—-“Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (10th wk). Skidded to $3,500. 
Last week, nice $4,200. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“On Riviera” (20th) and “China 
Corsair” (Col) (3d wk). Okay $14,- 
000 after neat $18,000 for second. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
—‘“Samson and Delilah” (Par). 
Fairish $12,000. Last week, 
“Prowler” (UA) and “Stardust and 
Sweet Music” (indie), $11,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Go For Broke” Gt-G) and “Home 


$ 
“Great Caruso” "(™-G), $12,500 for 
fourth week. 

Parameunt (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘‘Appointment Danger” 
Okay $12,500. Last week, “House 
Telegraph Hill” (20th) and “Spoil- 
ers of Plains” (Rep), $10,000. 

State (Loew) (3.500; 40-85) — 
“Go For Broke” (M 
Town Story” (M-G). Nice $9,000 or 
near. Last week, “Great Caruso” 
— not bad $6,000 for fourth 
round. 


Page-Mitchell Lifting 
‘Questions’ Big $32,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Prowler’-TV 19G 
Cleveland, June 19. 
Patti Page and Guy Mitchell 
brought vaude as well as a terrific 
gross at Loew's State. ‘Tied up with 
“No Questions Asked,” their stage 
unit made this package a smash 
puller from oe PA mye bgp 


Folsom Prison” is 
Hipp. “Prowler” 4 at , > Ae poe aes 





RKO house's new large 
Allen’s “Rawhide” looks ge: 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (Warner) greed 55-80)— 
“Rawhide” (Fox). $13,000. 
L etre “Hollywood Story” (U), 
oke 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80)— 
“Inside Folsom Prison” (WB). Nice 
$13,000. Last week, “Was Ameri- 
can Spy” (Mono), $10,000. 

Lower Mall (Community), (585; 
55-80)—“‘Angelo” following “94,000 wk). 
Moderate $3,000 


last week. 
Palace (RKO) 
(UA). 


“Prowler” 
boosted by 
for telecast of fight at 
$1.25 per head for house’s first ae 
screen TV event. Last week, “F. 
Man” (U), plus Josephine 


stageshow, sensational de 
Py 8 days, biggest at this 


ogc Fal_, $18,000 try 


Pode iy 

one (3,48 -— 60-$1)— 
Patti Page tg Guy "Mitchell on- 
stage. pic to great 


$32,000. ry week, \eonintionat 
With Danger” SP. i Pre ae 


Stillman (Loew’ ,700; 55-80) 
—“Figh Coast Guard” (Re 
Passable $5,000. Last week, “Bo 


for Broke” (M-G) (mo.), smart 
$8,500 in 9 days of fourth week 
downtown. ¢ 


Texas Exhib In 315G Suit 
Monahans, Texas, June 19. 
R.. E. Rushing, owner of the 
Ward Theatre here, has filed a 





) and “Home. 


to fast stride, abe telecast, of of | $7,500 
Loule Seapid 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross : 
This week....... . $2,019,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 198 the- 

atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 

ing N.Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year........ $2,159,000 
(Based on 23 cities, and 201 

theatres) 


‘Story’- Island 
Trim 156, Frisco 


San Francisco; June 19. 

Biz is spotty in first-runs this 
session, with major graduations 
partly blamed. Best trade is being 
done by Paramount and Orpheum. 
Combo of “Hollywood Story” and 
“Smuggier’s Island’ is iandin 
nice total at latter while smart a 
campaign is giving Paramount a 
fine week. “Tales of Hoffmann,” 
helped by four extra performances, 
shapes big at Stagedoor opening 
week with total near that done by 
“Red Shoes.” “Oliver Twist” is 
holding well in second St. Francis 
week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60-85) 

—‘“Tars and Spars” (Col) and 
“Thousand One Nights” (Col) (re- 
issues). Pallid $10,000. Last week, 
“Sealed Cargo” (RKO). and “Gun 
Play” (RKO), $10,400 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) —“Half 
Angel” (20th) and “Golden Sala- 
mander” (UA). Light $16,000. Last 
week, “Great Divide” (WB). and 
“According Mrs. 








Moyle” (Mono), 


(Par), | $13;500 


Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 
—*"“Go for Broke” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, $17,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“The Prowler” (UA) and “Cattle 
Queen” (Indie). Fine $17,000 or 
close. Last week, “Little Big 
Born” (Lip) and “Savage Drums” 


| Lip), $19,500. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Oliver Twist” (UA) (2d wk). Holds 
+ 7s $9,500. Last week, strong 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“‘Smuggler’s Island” (U) and 
“Hellywood Story” (U). Nice $15,- 
000. Last week, “Lorna Doone” 
(Col) and “Flame Stambul” (Col), 
$11,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85)—‘‘Second Woman” (UA) and 
“Paper Gallows” (UA) (2d wk). OK 
$7,000. Last week, on $10,500. 


& 


_Stagedoor (A-R) ( 85-$1)— 
at | wrales of Hoffmann” a Tndie) Big 
or near. Last week, “Cy- 


rano” (UA) (2ist wk), $2,900. 


ny al (S. F. Theatres) (365; 85) 
—Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (5th wk). Big 
$5,500. Last week, $5,700 


HEAT BOPS BUFF BIZ; 
‘FABIOLA’ OK $13,000 


. Buffalo, June 19. 
Hot weather is engulfing the lo- 
cal boxoffice this frame, with few 
pix doing well. Probably best 
Ee | cadaiae will be made by “Fabiola,” 
| which looms okay at Paramount or 





{®day run. Especially slow is 
at| “Night Into Morning” 


at the 
Buffalo. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 


in} i Into Morning” (M-G) and 
ms ees th 


Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Fabiola” (UA) and “Kentuc 
Jubilee” (Lip). Okay $13,000 in 
days. Last week, “Great Divide” 
(WB) A an “Danger Zone” (Indie), 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Dear Brat” ear ae ook 
fn scan’ “Oliver Twist” (UA), 

green (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


| $11,000 


pon Stare). Be . 
$315,000 t ge suit. in| Lost week “Lorne Done” (Ga) 
Federal Court here against ' and “China Corsair” (Col), $7,000. 


Theatre Enterprises, Inc., and nine 
distributors. 


Rushing charges conspiracy, re-| Lean 
monopolistic | Cargo 


straint of trade and 
Practices in the area. 


Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“Walls Folsom Prison” (WB). 





; PICTURE GROSSES 





| ‘Sun’ Bright $20,000 In 
Denver; ‘Caruso’ 13G, 3d 


Denver, June 19. 
Outdoor urge is clipping biz here 
this week. “Follow Sun” looms 
best with nice biz in three houses. 
“Sealed is fair. “Great 
Caruso” is a fourth stanza 
after strong round at Or- 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (400; fa _— 
“Follow Sun” (20th) and “Step 
That’ Cab” (Lip), day-date wi 
Tabor, Webber. Fine $8,500. Last 
week, “Bullfighter and Lady” (Rep) 
and “Time of Lives” (U), good 
$7,000 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80)—“‘Sealed Cargo” (RKO). Fair 
$7,000. Last week, “Go For Broke” 
(M-G), (3d. wk), $7,200. 

(Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
— “Walls Folsom Prison” (WB). 
Poor $7,500, Last week, “Last Out- 
post” (Par), $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-60) — 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“Casa Manana” (Mono), day-date 
with Esquire. Drab $8,000 in 6 


days. Last “Great Divide” 
(WB) and “Man Cheated Himself” 
(20th), $16,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80)—“Best 
of Badmen” (RKO) and “Casa 
Manana” (Mono), also Denver. Poor 
$1,000 in 6 days. Last week, “Great 
Divide” (WB) and “Cheated Him- 
self (20th), $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80) 
—“Great Caruso” (M-G) and ‘ ‘Man 
from. Planet X” (UA), (3d wk). 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Caruso Great 





Minneapolis, June 19. 

“Great Caruso” seems te be the 
sort of tonic the boxoffice here 
needs. It is putting real life into 
the Radio City with its best week 
in months likely. Otherwise, how- 
ever, there is little to lift the gloom 
that has strangled the Loop for 
weeks. The summer’s first hot 
weather won’t do any good, either. 
Aside from “Caruso,” newcomer 
best bets are ‘“Bullfighter and 
Lady,” “In the Navy Now” and 
“Last Outpost.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par). (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Bullfighter and Lady” (Rep). Mild 
$4,000. Last week, “On Riviera” 
(20th) (3d wk), $4,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“In Navy Now” (20th). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, “Follow Sun” (20th) (2d 
wk), $3,500. 

Lyric (Par). (1,000; 50-76)—“In- 
side Straight” (M-G). Slow $4,000. 


Last week, “Go for Broke’ (M-G) 
(3d wk), okeé $4,000 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 


“Great Caruso” (M-G). A ao 
biz hit. Berges Fey to aay $1 


near, r Brute” 
(Par), y $7,000. 

RK (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—“Hollywood Story” (U) ‘and 


“Fat Man” (U). Sluggish $4,000. 
Last week, “Great Divide” (WB), 
$6,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Salerno Beach” (Indie) and 


| “Fighting Sullivans” (Indie) reis- 


Dull $3,000. Last week, 
—e Redskins 


76)—"Last 
000. Last 


sues). 


w 

World (Mann) 
“Last Holiday” (Indie). Fair $2,000. 
Last week, “Kon-Tiki” (KO) (3d 
wk), okay $2,500. 


| 


|som Prison” 


$14,000 in Mpls. 


HO Hit LA.; Badmen Mild $2000, 


‘Outpost’ Light 146, ‘Young as Feel’ 
NG 246; Caruso’ Sturdy 46, 3d 








This Week......... $421,500 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year......... ,000 


ear 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 


Danger’ Bangup 
$13,500, St. Louis; 


St. Louis, June 19. 
With more than 10,000 Kiwanis 





Club members here for the inter- | Lo 


national convention, trade at main- 
stem houses picked up slightly 
over the weekend. “Appointment 
With Danger” is best bet in city, 
with fine session at the Missouri. 
“Night Into Morning” looks light 
at Loew’s. “Half Angel” is good 
in second round at Ambassador. 
Estimate: for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)—“Half Angel” (20th) and “Mat- 
ing Season” (Par) (2d wk). Good 
pa following $13,000 initial 
sessio 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—‘“Fol- 
(WB) and “Raton 
Pass” (WB). Oke $13,000. Last 
week, “Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and 
ae For FBI" (WB), 
$12, 

peel (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Night Into Morning” (M-G) and 
“If This Be Sin” (UA). Light $11.- 
000. Last week, “Santa Fe” (Col) 
and “Lorna Doone” (Col), $11,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Appointment With Danger” (Par) 
and “Redhead and the Cowboy” 
(Par). Fine $13,500. Last week. 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par) and 
“Quebec” (Par), $11,000. 

Pageant (St. Louis Amus. Co.) 
(1,000; ue thee nik (Ind) (5th 
wk). Up to $3,000 following okay 
$2,500 for fourth stanza. 


‘PAST’ PACING PITT 
WITH OKAY $13,000 


Pittsburgh, June 19.. 
Not too much action this week 
‘in Golden Triangle and “My For- 
bidden Past” looks like the best 





bet at the Stan despite 

notices. Combo of Mitchum 
and Ava , however, means 
okay total. bills of “Op- 


eration Disaster” - “Target Un- 
known” at Fulton tooks fair but 
“Heuywood Story”-“Double Cross- 
bones” at is very slow. ‘Sol- 
diers Three” is dull at the Penn. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Operation Disaster” (U) and “Tar- 
get Unknown” (U). Actually play- 

g only 64% os es pictures 
came out o opening (15) for 
Louis-Savol re mi * May do 
fair $5,000. Last week, “On Rivi- 
era” (20th) (2d wk-9 days), nice 
$7,500. - 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“Hollywood Story” (U) and “Dou- 
ble CrosSbones” (U). Looks slow 





(Continued on page 18) 





Josephine —* is ge 
Cincy this round. Her stage show, 
latched to “No Questions Asked, 
is wt ayers up a smash Albee figure, 

here for many months. 
“Inside Walls of Folsom Prison, 
fairish Palace, and “Little Big 
Horn,” favorable at Capitol, are 
leaders of new bills in straight-film 


Estimates fer This Week 


ise AS 
“ us 
and stage unit. 


Miss Baker, given 

magnet for wow 000, helped 
by advanced scale is C 
high for many Last wee 


Bigs 


(Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 





cate Doone” (Col). $0-s0! 


Josie Ups ‘Questions’ Wham 336 
In Cincy; ttle Hora’ Big $7.0 


$4,500. 
| (Indie) 





Last week, “Bullfighter and 


ey RK ) (1,400; 55-75). — 
“Little Big Horn” (Lip) and “Sav- 
age Drums” (Lip). Robust $7,500. 
Last week, “Five” (Col) and “China 
Corsair” (Col), $6,500. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1 542; 55- 
75) — “Friend Flicka” (20th) and 
“Thunderhead” (20th) (reissues). 
pay oe sit ss wet “Holly- 

O) 500. 55-75) — 
wg (UA) (m.o.) split. with 
“Belle Le Grand” (Rep) and “Mil- 
lion Dollar Pursuit” TRep). Mild 
Last week, “Phantom Paris” 

and “Werewolf London” 
(Indie) split with “Painted Hills” 
(M-G) and “Show Business” (RKO); 
(reissues), ditto. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 
“Walls Folsom Prison” (WB). Fair 
$9,000. Last week, “Fitbiola” (UA), 
i big $12,000. 





“«WB). Average $7,500. Last 


ngeles, June 19. 

prea... a new ee plus an 
oversupply of. holdovers are mak- 
ing the first-run pace sluggish this 
week. Still tipeiner the city, 
although in third round, its “Great 
Caruso” with solid $34,000 in two 
theatres. “Young as You Feel” 
looks thin $24,000 in five situations. 

“Last Outpost” is very slim $14,- 
000 in two Paramount houses 
while “Best of Badmen” is only 
mild with $20,000, also in two spots. 
“Ace in ole, ” getting showcase 
——— at ea 08 wteee Four Star, 
shapes =, 000 
bally. Hoffmann” hit 
very potent $15; $00 in second week 
at Laurel, which tops initial round 
at this arty house. 

Estimates for This Week 
Los ‘Angeles, Chinese, Uptewn, 
yola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,007; 
2,048; 1,719; ,1,248; 70-$1.10)\— 
“Young “As You Fee!” (20th) and 
“Secrets Monte Carlo” (Rep). Thin 
$24,000. Last week, ‘‘House Tele- 
graph Hill” (20th) and “Circle 
pa {UA), $28,000. 

Wiltern 


(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 

—“Walls Folsom Prison” (WB) (2d 
wk-5 days). Slow $12,000. Last 
week, mild $27,000 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; '70-$1.10)—“Great Ca- 
ruso” (M-G) (3d wk). Solid $34,- 
000. Last week, $39,600. 

Hilistreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
$90; 2,812; 60-$1)—“Best of Bad- 
men” (RKO) and “True Story” 
(Col). Mild $20,000. Last week, 
“Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and “Red- 
ary gol 


Les Angeles, 
mounts (F&M) (3,398: 
“Last Outpost” (Par) and ‘ophun- 
der in God’s Country” (Rep) (L.A. 
only). Drab $14,000 or less. Last 
week, “Appointment Danger” (Par) 
(3d wk-5 days) and “Scarf” (UA) 
(2d wk-4 days), $3,300. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-$1.10)— 
“Fabiola” (UA) and “Forbidden 
Jungle” (UA) (2d wk-4 days). Light 
$11,000. Last week, sturdy $28,400. 

Four Star (UA) (900; .70-90)— 
“Ace in Hole” (Par). Hefty $8,000. 
Last week, “Angelo” (Indie) (4th 
wk), $1,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677: $1-$1.80) 
—‘Men and Music” (20th) (4th 
wk). Dull $1,400. Last week, $1,- 


700. 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520-$1)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (8th wk). Nice 
$2,000. Last week, jumped up to 
$2,500. 

Laurel (Rosener) (846; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales ” (Indie) 
(3d wk). Into third round yester- 
day (Mon.) after potent $15,800 
last week. 


K-C. Limps Along But 
‘In Navy’ Oke $17,000; 
‘Badmen’ Preem Only 86 


City, } 
biz is sl here, but “In 
aT lon chating test 





somewhat 

preem of “Best. of Badme Badmen” at the 
Missouri got some extra attention 
_— an oh 


and satura- 
ae territory; 
but shapes slow. 
ae for This Week 
ona x Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)-— River” (UA) and “Sun 
Sets at Dawn” (UA). $2,250. 
Last week, “G-Men” 


Light , 
(WB) and 


“Casablanca” (WB) (reissues), $2,- 


000 in 6 days. ' 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 50-69) 

— “Soldiers Three” (M-G) and 
“Brave Bulls” (Col). Lightweight, 
$9,000. Last week, “Night Into 
Morning” (M-G) and oo * 
Wild Game” (Mono), 

Missouri (RKO) (3,650: 50-75) — 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“Footlight Varieties’ (RKO). wana 
preem of this western. Moderate 


x” (UA) $7,000 in 6 days 
Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50 - 69) — “Walls ge Prison” 


week, 

“Dear Brat” (Par), $8,000 
<Tower-Uptown-Fairway -Gramada 
(Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043;, 700; 
1,217; 50-75)—In Navy Now” (20th) 
and “14 Hours” (20th). Good lay 
at ge Last week, CAbbott- 
Costate JMont Man” (U) 


Invisible 
and “Under the Gun” (U), $15,000. 


ot ements tytn tere 


‘ 
ee ee ee ees Lane 2 cag 
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Toles Yank Invasion of Europe # 
Careatly With Topgrade Talent 









, June 12. - 
The: talent on tye |" 
GI en is con- 


tinuing ' 
Army’s. Special” 

ip that more acts are sched- 
uled to come over later next sum- 
mer. Talent invasion picked up 
during the last few months, in 
what emerges as an Army-spon- 
sored, . USO-type entertainment 
program for the growing number 
of Yank troops in Europe. 

Top attraction in May was the 
Bob Hope show, which, sponsored 
by the Air Force, was performed 
twice in Wiesbaden (Air Force 
Headquarters) and once in Berlin. 
Hope was accompanied by Marilyn 
Maxwell, a number of others and 
the Les Brown band. Latter was 
on a nine-day tour of Air Force in- 
stallations, being included with the 
Hope show. 

Singer Pearl Bailey made four 
gratuitous appearances for Gls | 
during the first week of June, ac- 
companied by the four O’Keefe 
Sisters, and the Boyd Bachmann 
band, of Paris. Additionaily, the 
Bachmann band has started a five- 
week tour of Army installations. 
Other Continental talent complet- 
ing a one-month tour June 8 in- 
cluded the Irish show,.“Shamrock 
Time,” starring singer Paul Rogers 
and bagpiper Ken Lomond, with a 
group of dancers from the Belfast 
Empire Theatre, headed by Marion 
Bardon. Scheduled tour of Metro- 
politan Opera singer Lauritz Mel- 
chior was eanc¢elled because of last- 
minute revisions in Melchior’s 
itinerary. 

Army also announced a concur- 
rent tour the latter part of. the 
month of two top U. S. network 
shows. The “Double or Nothing” 
show, with Walter O’Keefe, is 
scheduled to start its tour around 
June 20. It-will probably stay 
here for several weeks. Also open- 
ing on June 20 will be Ted Mack’s 
“Original Amateur Hour,” slated 
for a ten-week run. Chanteuse 
Jane Morgan is also expected dur- 
ing the summer, 


Capt. Virgil T. Hall, acting chief 
of the entertainment branch, re- 
cently returned from Paris after 
negotiations with theatrical agents 
concerning procurement of profes- 
sional talent for the GI circuit. 


80% of Tickets For 
U.S. at Salzburg Fest 
Sold; Scalpers. Again 


Salzburg, June 12. 
About 80% of 7 ticket quota 
assigned’ to the RAB . for the . 


barg i oe Pre has 


sold practically the 
cutien Beitign quota also has been 
disposed of, according to festival 
officials. They expect that all 
foreign quotas will be depleted 
within one week. and they fear 
foreign patrons again wil be vic- 
tims of pers, who are buying 
tickets by the dozens since the sales 
office opened here. Quotas, they 
explained, are sold abroad and 
represent only a small part of the 
available tickets. Prices for foreign 
purchases run from $3.60 to $7.20 
per performance, 

Program of the festival, July 27- 





Aug. 31, }includés four operas andj 


three plays. The operas are Berg's 
“Wozzeck,” Mozart’s “Idomeneo” 
— x Flute” and Ph 
“Othello.” Shakespeare's “As You 
a It,” — by gel Gru- 
endgens; perennial “Eve 
man” and “The Broken Jug,” lat- 
ter two directed by Berthold Vier- 
tel make up ~- play list. Eight 
concerts are also 

Conductors of this year’s festival 
are Leopold Stokowski, Rafael 
Kubelik, Karl Boehm, Georg Solti, 
Eugen Jochum, Edwin Fischer and 
Walter Furtwaengler. Latter’s ap- 
pearance is doubtful because he is 
seriously ill at present. . 

Pilgrims to Salzburg Mkely odiein 
Will be plagued by the drastic hotel 
and housing shortage 





11 Blind Players Do Comedy 
‘Dundee, June 12. 
Eleven blind players appeared 
in playwright Joe Corrie’s four-act 
comedy, “Apron Strings.” 
All _are..members of the Royal 


Institu for. . Blind ateur 
Dr stitatlen, foe. f iaaiadil 


Swiss Plan $1, 000, 000 
Hoi: Commercial TV Net 


Zurich, June 12. 

The Swiss federal council (gov- 
ernment) has announced that it 
will introduce a $1,000,000 non- 
commercial television network in 
this country on a three-year trial 
basis. It asked parliament to ap- 
prove credits for the project. 

The government’s plan would 
establish: TV for the first time in 
this country. The TV tower is 
planned to be set up here with 
transmissions to start early next 
year. It is expected to serve 1,- 
000,000 subscribers. Government 
estimates the project would cost 
about $1,000,000, of which the 
Swiss National Radio and the 
Swiss PTT would provide $420,000 
while the federation would approp- 
riate $350,000. Remainder would 
be covered by subscribers at the | 
rate of $18 per set a year. 

Government message to parlia- 
ment said transmissions would be 
limited to a few hours daily “so 
as not to divert subscribers from 
other more important occupations.” 


AKM’s Assembly 
Seeks New Slate 


Vienna, June 12. 

Despite the fact that revenue 
rose another 12% or a grand total 
of $345,000, the annual general 
assembly of AKM (Austrian So- 
ciety of Authors, Composers and 
Publishers) showed its discontent 
with the management at the an- 
nual confab and resolved to de- 
mand new elections for the execu- 
tive board of composers and pub- 
lishers. Although this board was 
elected last year. for a five-year 
term on the promise to cut down 
expenses, the balance sheet dis- 
closed few items that were in line 
with this. It also was resolved to 
hold another extraordinary session 
to discuss each entry pertaining to 
the management. 

This was necessitated by the fact 
that the executive members of 
composers and publishers refused 
to resign on technical grounds, 
thereby sticking to their jobs after 
the adverse vote that carried by a 
huge majority. 

Normal relations have been 
established meanwhile with Bel- 

Denmark, France, Italy, 

ind, Czechoslovakia, Switzer- 
land and Hungary in the exchange 
of programs final accountings. 

1 countries remitted a total of 
$40,000 last year. Brazil and later 
Cuba broke the ice on the Ameri- 
can Continent. Brazil was first to 
remit $3,000 in cash, representing 
royalties run up since the end of 
the last war. 

Austro-Mechana, collecting roy- 
alties on disks, showed a 15°% in- 
crease or a total of $42,000. 


YANK. PRODUCT TAKES 
HALF OF FRENCH MKT. 


Washington, June 19. 
More than 700 films were re- 
net in France last year, on basis 
of the censorship visas granted, re- 
ports Nathan D. Golden, director 
of the National Production an 
thority film products division. The 
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Fre 
after the U. S. and the French. pro-, 
ducers. Italy was fourth. 
During the statistical period 
ending in June last year, 369,859,- 
560 purchased admissions to film 


houses. Of these, 43% bought 
tickets for American films, exactly 
the same as for French pix.. Since 
more Hollywood than French pic- 
tures were released, the number of 
admissions per French picture was 
higher. 
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Canada’s Anni Show on BBC 
London, June 19. 
To commemorate Canada’s 84th 
birthday on July 1, the British 
Broadcasting Corp. has invited 
Canadian artists living in Gaiiae” 
to take part in a “Canada Calling’ 


program. 3 
David Miller, a Canadian 


| adoption, is handling the 


produc- 
tion from a script by Eric Nicol. 
Artists taking part-include Robert 
Beatty, Bernard Braden, Barbara 
Kelly, Edmund Hockridge and 
Jacque Labrecque. 


3 Film Leaders 


| Seeking Solution 
On German Prod. 


Frankfurt, June 12. 
Three top personalities of the 
west German film industry made 
|new statements aimed at finding 
|a solution for the present crisis 
| 











in pix production. Berlin Exhibi- 
tors’ Assn. manager Oswald Cam- 
mann said he is opposed to cur- 
tailment of foreign film imports 
via a quota system, adding that 
this would not help the German 
industry. Cammann $aid past ex- 
perience revealed that good Ger- 
man films were always able -to 
beat foreign competition and sug- 
gested that German film exports 
should’ be increased, instead of 
quotas. He added that a thorough 
“cleaning up” of the industry is 
necessary since with 80 produc- 
tion companies and an overflow 
of distributors now operating, no 
sensible aid could be provided to 
the industry. 

In Duesseldorf, Horst von Hart- 
lieb, legal advisor of the Distribu- 
tors Assn., warned against a strong 
decartellization of the industry and 
said a sound. concentration is 
necessary. Hartlieb said that while 
he does not entirely reject influ- 
ence on part of,the state, this in- 
fluence should be limited. Dr. 
Rudolf Vogel, chairman of the 
Bundestag (lower house of Bonn 
parliament) committee for press, 
radio and films, said in Munich 
that due to the disunity within 
the industry, it is doubtful that 
swift and basic legislative aid 
would be provided by the Bundes- 
tag. Vogel also denied that the 
Bonn government or the pariia- 
ment would like to introduce state- 
control over the industry. Vogel 
also said he favors an early estab- 
lishment of a German film export 
organization so as to aid the Ted- 
eral government’s foreign exchange 
deficit. 

He also stated that a federal 
Film (financing): is not 
feasible, as long as no consolidated 
and solidly’ financed production 
companies emerge as partners. The 
Film Bank plan was recently pro- 
posed to Vogel’s committee as top 
federal film financing outfit. 


COURT THREAT HALTS 
LONDON ‘BREACH TESTS 


London, June 19. 

Intention of trying ‘out three dif- 
ferent endings and using the audi- 
ence as guinea pigs to decide 
which would be the most suitable 
for use in America, was halted by 
a threat of legal action when 
“Breach of ” opened last 





was modified. It was again 
changed when the show went on 


ig of legal action contained 
in a lawyer’s letter to Roberts, al- 
Tleged breach of contract and, it is 
understood, was instigated Ly the 
agents to author Dan Sutherland 
before he returned from America. 
Ending used was the same as. when 
the play was roadshown, and had 
never been séen in town before, 
although it varied little in’ prin- 
ciple from the original. 
Production got a modest recep- 
tion, and the play may prove to 
be a difficult boxoffice proposition 
when it opens of Broadway in Au- 
gust’ after a short Canadian tour. 


Paris Has 2,000 Years’ Fete Vies For 
Tourist Trade Vs. Brit. Festival 





Artkino, Would Distrib 
German Films in re 


Buenos Aires, June 12. 

Unable to import any pictures 
from Soviet Russia because of a 
government prohibition, the Art- 
kino ‘distributor in Argentina, Dun- 
can Haymes, has arranged to dis- 
trib postwar German-made films 
starting with “Razzia.” 

Argentina Sono Film has se- 
cured distribution rights to “Und 
Uber Uns der Himmel,” which was 
made. against authentic Berlin 
backgrounds, and describes the life 
of a German returning to his coun- 
try after the last war. Sono Film 
is not certain yet what theatre the 
picture will play. 

Future bookings will depend 
largely on the outcome of the U. S. 
distribution companies’ long-pro- 
longed hassle with the Entertain- 
ment Board to obtain renewal of 
U. S. product. If the Hollywood 
films should start coming in soon, 
there is much second-rate. material 
which will go to the theatres 
which now specialize in foreign- 
language pix. 


Brit. Film Labor 
Asks Higher Pay 


London, June 12. 

Labor is out after higher wages 
in very branch of the picture in- 
dustry as a result of the steep rise 
in the cost of living in recent 
months. Claims submitted by 
unions to exhibitors, producers and 
laboratories will, if conceded, add 
several million collars annually to 
current wage bills. 

In the studios, the three operat- 
ing unions have presented demands 
for interim increases pending nego- 
tiation of a new agreement. Two 
eraft unions—the National Assn. of 
Theatrical & Kine Employees and 
the “Electrical Trade’s Union— 
have asked for an additional 10c 
an hour. The technicians have not 
yet formulated their demands 

Assn. of Cine & Allied Techni- 
cians, however, have prepared a 
schedule for increase rates in the 
labs. Last week the union gave 
notice to terminate its agreement 
with the laboratory ' companies 
which has been in force for two 
and a half years, and are seek- 
ing an average increase of $5 week- 

for 2,500 members employed in 


At the next ACT executive ses- 
-sion the union will also consider 
putting in a cost-of-living claim to 
the Assn. of Specialized Film Pro- 
ducers to cover their members en- 
gaged in shorts production. 

The biggest of all. industry 
claims, however, is that made by 
NATKE for picture theatre ffs. 
Negotiations were tempo in- 
terrupted when the Chancellor 
dropped his admission tax bomb- 
shell, but talks are being resumed 
im an endeavor to find common 
ground for an interim pay rise. 


NOW MEXICO FINDS 
PIX ATTENDANCE OFF 


Mexico City, June 12. 

Although films continue to be 
the most prosperous branch of the 
amusement business here, 25 ex- 
hibitors are in a sorry plight and 

lame it all on bad films and fewer 

ing pix shows. 
informed the National Cinema- 
tographic industry workers union 
(STIC), which controls their help, 
that they must cut down on wages 
or go out of biz. 

Regarding poor product as a fac- 
tor in their depression, thése ex- 
hibs aver that' the poor calibre 
applies to Mexican as well as im- 
ported films, and that it is fast re- 
ducing patronage. As to patronage 
shrinking yg say that 129 the- 
atres is just too many for the 
local public. Also, that only a few 
of the houses really do big busi- 
ness. 

Pedro Tellez Vargas, head of 
STIC’s local No. 1, definitely nixed 
the suggestion that employees take 
a pay cut. Living costs in Mexico 
are so high that is out of the ques- 

















Prive ] roles are by. Lia 
Re ee ana Sheila Manahan. 
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“Paris Has 2.000 Ys Neca be ihe 
birthday tag and exeuse for an all- 
out gala season here to give the 
city its old aura of gaiety and color. 
This arbitrary. birthday is keeping 
Paris in the running against the 
heavy draw of the Festival of 
Britain for tourist patronage. -The 
king-size birthday’ has a busy Com- 
mittee Bimillenaire organizing fests 
and galas of all kinds to keep the 
coin handlers busy. The Paris 
social season is also going all out 
with a full round of benefits, 
soirees, concerts, art displays, pix, 
theatre, cocktaiis and the whole 
gaudy proceedings of chi-chi, fash- 
ion and offbeat attractions to keep 
the carriage set in a perpetual 
whirl. 

The smart Champs Elysees has a 
new array of light with 1,000-wat- 
ters strung up between the trees 
and large arc lamps at every inter- 
section splashing light against the 
buildings. All cafes and shops are 
competing with each other for the 
best depiction on the various gaudy 
epics of old Paree. Turn of the 
century. string .lighting and cafe 
bands are the fashion. 

Elaborate celebrations of all 
kinds have been set up for various 
quarters of Paris. There will be 
expositions of everything from rugs 
to porcelain, furniture, books, flow- 
ers, windows, etc. The famous 
sections will have sp@cial nights 
given over to candlelight dinners 
and torchlight costume parades. A 
dinner at the Hotle Biron section 
had the members of the Paris 
Opera Ballet Corps terping be- 
tween tables all through the meal. 

Place Des Voges last Thursday 
(14) had a great royal procession 
with appropriately attired students 
getting money for the evening. The 
large square before Notre Dame is 
being fitted with 10,000 seats for 
the open-air performance of “True 
Mystery of the Passion,” a grandi- 
ose Passion Play. Sports events, 
dinners and concerts will be going 
on constantly. 

Also there are the big yearly 
festivals of music, art and theatre 
destined as big lures for culture- 
hungry tourists. Arras will have a 
Drama Festival from June 30 to 
July 8, Strasbourg its 13th Music 
Festival devoted to Italian and 
French music June 12-25, Per- 
pignon has a Dramatic Art Fest 
from June 23-July 6, and for “Les 
Nuits Des Sceaux,” a Paris suburb 

So be transformed into a com- 

te concert stage. 

Y tines last year, prices have gone 
up 25%, and this year’s average 
tourist must be more careful in his 
expenditures. Last year there 
were 264,000 American tourists 
who spent an estimated $78,800,000. 
This estimate is expected to be 
topped by a wide margin this year. 
Including all countries there were 
3,052,000 tourists floating around 
France, and they spent $184,990,- 
000 on their sightseeing visits. 


WB Into Labor, Permit 
Woes With ‘Charley,’ 
Rate It Very British 


London, June 19. 

Warner Bros. is running into la- 
bor. and permnit je 9 ad - 
impending British p on oO 
“Where’s Charley?” starring Ray 
Bolger, because of the pronounced 
loeal flavor of the subject. 

Film is slated to start rolling at 
WB's Teddington studios next 
month and David Butler, who has 
been inked as , is already 
working on preliminaries, but his 
is . valid only’ for two 
months. -Its prolongation will be 
determined by the Ministry of La- 
bor, which will probably demand 
employment of a British associate 
director or producer. 

Labor Ministry’s attitude follows 
representation from the Assn. of 
Cine Technicians, which argues, 
apparently successfully, that there 
are British technicians available 
with an intimate knowledge of the 
subject. They have particularly 
cited Ivor Montagu, (a known Com- 
ymunist) who worked as associate 
producer on the original “Charley's 
Aunt,” which was lensed in prewar 
days at Shepherd’s Bush studios. 

In the meantime, ACT has in- 
structed its members to work ac- 
cording to set rdle and is refusing 
te grant the request.to film on a 
six-day week ‘basis. ©). 
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_ fag HE| RAN ALL THE Way 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY—TODAY 
followed by hundreds of . 
day-and-date saturation 
bookings! | 


-.- WITH THEIR 
KIND OF 
LOVE! 
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A ROBERTS. PRODUCTION 


with WALLACE FORD * SELENA ROYLE and Bobby Hyatt 
Based on a novel by Sam Ross + Screenplay by Guy Endore 
Produced by Bob Roberts 
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Art Fin Pobey Sadness ia France 
Credited to Paris Crix’ Campaign 


* Paris, June 12. 


Despite an or of skeptics 
that their's of art films 
at the Reflets Theatre would prove 
a failure, @ group of a dozen -lo- 
cal crix have seen the movement 
develop into a success here as well 
as in Milam, Brussels, Lyons, Nice 
and Naney. Since inception of the 
“cinema @’essai” policy at the Ref- 
lets over a year ago, the house has 
preemed some 33 full-length fea- 
tures and 165 shorts which ordi- 
narily would never see distribu- 
tion. 

Curiously, the venture started 
from a break in the Assn. de la 
Critique Cinematographique,. a 
long established and fairly con- 
servative reviewers group. Re- 
portedly, one aisle-sitter named 
Jeander (nom de plume of Jean 
de Robe), atong with some of his 
colleagues, felt that the organiza- 
tion did not pay enough attention 
to films they recommended. 

Accordingly, the dissident crix 
launched a rival association with 
a name somewhat similar to the 
ACC in order also to grant awards 
and bally their own selections. 
Under Jeander’s leadership, 12 
reps ‘from. dailies and various 
other periodicals banded together 
as Assn, Francaise de la Critique 
de Cinema. They had little diffi- 
culty in convincing Bernard Wein- 
berg, operator of the Reflets, that 
he could turn his .house into a 
specialty one which would draw 
fans interested in offbeat product. 


Weinberg obviously was aware 
that the 12 reviewers naturally 
would plug the films in their re- 
spective sheets and the b.o. take 
would correspondingly climb. His 
analysis of the situation was cor- 
rect for there is ample patronage 
in Paris to support “unusual” pic- 
tures and rebel against what pro- 
moters of the scheme call ‘“com- 
mercial cinema.” 


Product for the Reflets is se- 
lected by the 12 crix in a majority 
vote. Lone “lay” member of the 
panel is Weinberg, prez and chair- 
man.of Cinepresse, owner of the 
theatre, as well as two other Paris 
firstrun houses. A shrewd exhibi- 
tor, he knows it’s very difficult 
for small theatres or non-circuit af- 
filiated operations to get firstrun 
pix. Thus the art policy found 
favor with him from the start. 

Of the films screened to date, 
14 were ‘American in origin plus 
nine French, six British, four Rus- 
sian, three Italian and three Dan- 
ish. By far the most successful 
was Metro’s “Command Decision.” 


Though regular French filmgoers . 


shied away from this one, it was 
a big grosser for the Reflets.: 


ACE LINEUP OF YANK 
TALENT FOR FIELD GALA 


London, June 19. 


The biggest line-up of top Ameri- 
can talent ever seen together on 
the English stage will take part in 
tribute to the late Sid Field at a 
midnight gala at the Palladium 
next Monday (25). Heading next 
Monday (25). Heading the U. S. 
contingent are Danny Kaye, Soty 
Garland, Orson Welles, Bill John 
son, Patricia Morison, Julie Wilson, 





Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Bebe Dan- 


iels and Ben Lyon. 

British theatre and screen will 
be kepresented by Laurence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh, Cicely Court- 
neidge, Pat Kirkwood, Joy Nichols, 
Richard Attenborough, P 


nde. Special 
shots will be done by Florence Des- 
mond, Jack ete Jack Hylton, 
Margaret Lockwood, John Mills 
and G Robey. 
It is intended to depart from the 
traditional style of gala matinees. 
The Oliviers, for instance, will 
join Danny Kaye in singing “Trip- 
lets,” Orson Welles will do his 
magic act While the male and fe- 
male roles in the “Flofodora Sex- 
tette” will be reversed. 


Intimate Scot Revue Clicks 
, June 12. 

“Penny Plain,” intimate-style 
revue, with Joyce Grenfell and 
Elisabeth Welch, clicked. here to 
rave notices from the crix. 

Max Adrian and Desmond Wal- 
ter-Ellis are the other principals. 
a is directed by Laurier 

ister, - 





A 
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Sherek’s ‘Hamlet’ Into 
Storage; $40,000 Loss 


.. Lendon, June 19. 

Henry Sherek’s festival produc- 
tion of “Hamlet” folds at the New 
Theatre at the end of this month. 
Its short run will have involved a 
loss of over $40,000. The .play, 
which starred Alec Guinness and 
was co-directed by him, was round- 
ly panned by the crix opening 
night. 

Original intention was to run the 
play at the New Theatre until the 
end of July and then transfer it en 
bloc to Broadway, has now been 


put in cold storage for at least a 


year. 


Scotland’s Key Cities 
Stage New Plays For 
Festival of Britain 


Glasgow, June i2. 

Scotland is packed with Festival 
shows, Festival of Britain. being 
the excuse for hundreds of plays 
and drama contests, In _ Edin- 
burgh and here, all the theatres 
have’ Festival shows. “Mary 
Stuart,” new play about Mary 
Queen of Scots, preemed today 
(12) at Citizens’ Theatre. Written 
by Scot playwright Robert McLel- 
lan, it is the last production of 
Citizens’ Theatre producer John 
Casson before he flies to Australia. 

Probably the most unusual Fes- 
tival item in Scotland is the one 
that’s being staged July 2 to 7 at 
the little West Highland village of 
Duror. Two historical plays are 
set for presentation on the heather- 
clad hillside. 

Compton MacKenzie, British-au- 
thor and the man who wrote the 
film, “Tight Little Island,” has 
granted the local committee free 
use of the script of his play “Lost 
Cause.” This deals with the 1745 
rising. 

The other open-air Festival play 
at Duror (which has fewer than 
200 inhabitants) deals with the 
famous trial of James Stewart, 
who was hanged at Ballachulish 
Ferry for alleged complicity in the 
murder of Colin Campbell in 1752. 
It was written by novelist Angus 
MacVicar. 


Rush Italo ‘Caruso’ Pic 
To Beat ‘Great Caruso’ 


Genoa, June 12. 
A in the 


Caruso 

stage for some time, has been an- 
nounced for September release by 
ASSO Film, which plans to shoot 
the film this summer with. Er- 
manno Randi, Gina Lollobrigida, 
and Maria De Tasnady in the leads. 
Tentatively titled “Enrico Caruso, 
Legend of a Voice,” film is based 
on the Frank Thiess novel, ‘‘Nea- 
politanm Legend.” It will be pro- 
duced by Maleno Malenotti. 

Italo distrib has already been set 
through indie channels. 
bly, the production being rushed 
into work is’ an attempt to beat 
Metro’s “Great Caruso,” to Italian 
screens. 


becemicea 




















year .. is 
scripting ‘“Transatiantic 8 
for George King Film Produ 
Several -major film comp caine 
nibbling for film rights ‘of Denis 
Constanduros’s and Fare- 
well” soon after its TV broadcast. 
. While Margaret Rutherford is 
taking two weeks vacation at 
Devonshire, London Films is dick- 
ering for film rights of “Dear Miss 
Hergreaves” by Frank Baker, in 
which she starred on TV broad- 
cast, with LF wanting her to du- 
licate the role in the pic .. . Joan 
 weocentnas to South of France on 
two weeks’ vacation 
she returns to costar with Burt 


bancaster in Warner’s “The Crim- 


son Pirate.” 





Col Pix Rome Convention 
: Rome, June 19. 
Columbia Pictures annual was 


held here during the past week, 


with 50 delegates from Europe, the 
Jack Cohn, veepee, and Joseph Mc- 
Conville, foreign chief, were ac- 
tive in the sessions. Lacy Kast- 
ner, Continental manager, pre- 
sided. In addition to U. S. im- 
ports, a special department for dis- 
tribution of foreign films will be 
set up by the company. These pix 
would be mainly from Italy, 
France, Germany and England. 
During the week McConville re- 
ceived two Italian decorations. 





Set Lurid Films 


For Italo Prod. 


Genoa, June 12, 


Titles and story outlines for up- 
coming Italian films indicate that 
local producers feel that the more 
lurid the tag or plot the better 
the film will do at the boxoffice. 
Such pix as “Closed Shutters” 
(Lux), dealing with prostitution; 
“White Leprosy,” about the dope 
racket, and “The Rock of Sin” and 
“The Bastards” are doing well or 
have been money hits, hence, the 
yen for more such pix. 

Ponti-DeLaurentiis Productions 
is prepping “Perdition,” starring 
Valli and Amedeo Nazzari, and 
“White Slave Trade,” to be di- 
rected by Luigi Comencini. Ro- 
mana Film is already shooting an 
item called “Virginity,” starring 
Eleonora Rossi and Leonardo Cor- 
tese, dealing with the exploitation 
of country girls seeking to become 
big .city- models. Filmeuropa is 
casting a picture titled, “Mother, 
Mother of Mine!,” about a street- 
walker -who tries to conceal her 
past from her daughter. 

Tentatively scheduled for sum- 
mer shooting are such films as 
S.0.P.’s “Woman’s Skin,” Febea’s 
“Restless Flesh,” and “Sensuality.” 
Among recent low-budget foreign 
imports which have made the 
grade in the local market are 
“Alone With My Sin,” (German) 
and two French pix, “Quai De 
Grenelle and “Burning Passion.” 


Stone of Scone Theft 
As Plot for New Film 


Glasgow, June 19. 


Story of the removal of Scot- 
land’s Stone of scone from West- 
minster Abbey is to be filmed. ‘The 
three men and a girl who took part 
in the actual exploit will have lead- 
ing roles. 

A script is now being readied. 
Shooting will start next month in 
studios near Brighton, England. 

Original Ford Anglia auio in 
which the Scot conspirators trav- 
eled to London will be leaned for 
the film by its owner here. The 
girl in the exploit, Kay somo 
used the small Ford to bring half 
of the Stone back to Scotland., 

Pic will be a documentary type 
one. It likely will get first release 
in America, and may later be re- 
leased in England. 


Current London Shows 
(Figures show' weeks of run) 
ees June 19. 








“Kiss Me, 


” Coliseum (15) 
“Knig Madn’ss,”’ Vic Pal (66) 
“Latin ”’ Casino (15). 
“Little t,” Lyric (43). 


“Love 4 Colonels,” Wyndh’m (5). 
“Man & Sup’rm’n,” Prince’s (18). 
“Merry Wives,” Old Vic. (4). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” Wh’th. (40) 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (64). 
“Seagulls te,” Apolio (53). 
“Take It From Us,” 


i (33). 
“Three Sisters,” Ald (8). 
“To D’r’'thy a Sen,” Garrick (30). 


“Waters of Moon,” Haym’k’t (8). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (29). 
“Will Gentleman,” Strand (41). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (217). 
“Who Goes There?” York (12).~ 


OPENING THIS WEEK 
“Come Live With Me,” Vaude. 


CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Dear Miss Proebe,” Ph’nix (36). 


Weakening Argentine Coin Hels 


Legit Hold Near "30 Record Level 





-+ 


Russia to Send Product 
To Edinburgh Pix Fest 


Edinburgh, June 12. 

Russia will send films. for shdw- 
ing at the Edinburgh International 
Film Festival this fall. Invitation 
to take part has-been accepted by 
Sovedportfilm which distributes 
Soviet films in Great Britain. 
Which pix will be submitted has 
not been decided. 

Last fall. no Soviet films were 
entered in the Edinburgh Festi- 
val, although Russia had collabo- 
rated at all previous festivals. 
Films from more than 12 nations, 
including Czechoslovakia,’ Eire, 
Hungary and Israel, as well as 
the U. S., will be screened at this 
year’s Edinburgh show. 


Aussie Film Industry 
Aroused Over Adverse | 
Front-Page Publicity, 


Sydney, June 12. 

Aussie film industry toppers are 
aroused over front-paging of yarns 
about pix in many local dailies, 
with spicy divorce cases and sexy 
stuff about the stars featured. 
Worst. example was the story of 
two Aussie youths who committed 
suicide. Newspapers broke with 
stories that the youths concerned 
had seen similar scenes: at the 
films. Looks certain that Aussie 
picture toppers will move for the 
formation. of a special public re- 
lations setup to feed the newspa- 
pers with the right type of yarns, 
and to fight back with. the true 
facts to- offset such policy. 

For a long span the Aussie film 
biz has not been happy.about the 
approach to pix by certain top re- 
viewers who seem to take a sadis- 
tic delight in slapping nearly every 
production from Hollywood and 
London, even though the majority 
of films rapped turn out to be 
smash boxoffice. These same re- 
viewers go into raves about arty 
Continental production that do 
nothing at the wickets, it’s claimed. 

But there are Aussie crix who 
base their opinions on public re- 
action irrespective of nationality 
as well as pic quality. In the main 
these reviewers are_ constructive 
te they see each film in a the- 
atre. 

Right now the local industry is 
out to sell payees the idea that 





spective of knockers and halo- 
wearing’ reviewers. | 


More British Studio 
Employees Back on Job 


London, June 12. 
A seasonal improvement in Brit- 
ish productions is reflected by the 
‘latest employment figures which, 
at the end of May, showed that 91 
more technicians were at work. The 
er of unemployed stands at 





Increased employment is due, ac- 
cording to the Assn. of Cine & 
Allied Technicians, to more loca- 
tion work which normally comes in 
the summer. As far as they’re con- 
cerned, production prospects con- 
tinue bleak, and they are continu- 
ing in their agitation for protective 
measures. Union spokesmen will 
spotlight the.industry problems at 
two conferences to be held this fall, 
the Trades Union in Sep- 
tember and Labor Party catifebs 


-|the following month. 





‘Girls’ Big in Mex City 
Despite Catholic Nix 
e Mexico City, June 12. 

Although partially disapproved 
by the Mexican Legion of De- 
cency, Mexico’s counterpart of 
U. S. Catholic pic censoring or- 
ganization, the Spanish version of 
“Girls in Uniform,” which Ru- 
dolph Loewenthal and Fama pro- 
duced here, looms as a top grosser 
in this city at the Cine Mexico 
Film is playing at 56c, new high 
for Mexico City. 

“While we disapprove some 
scenes in this picture, because they 
are hard, even immoral, the film 
does have the redemption of 
stressing man’s lov~ for God,” the 
Legion said. 





“films are better than ever’ irre-{ 





Buenos Aires, June 12. 

With the value of Argentine cur- 
rency still going downward, the 
public seems more disposed than 
ever to spend while the money is 
worth something. Despite all credit 
curtailment and a dire shortage of 
money in business, legit entertain- 
ment is still booming on a par with 
last year’s prosperous era. 

The last few days saw the open- 
ing of many new piays. Others 
which teed off earlier in the season 
have run into their first 100 per- 
formances. 

The gross recerd has been set 
again by the risque farce ‘Widow, 
Fiery and Brash, Seeks Bachelor 
With Cash” at the Comico Theatre. 
It closed only a week ago after run- 
ning 600 performances. Amelia 
Bence and Alberto Closas have 
passed 100 performances of “La Es- 
trella Cayo en el Mar” by Eduardo 
Borras at the Odeon Theatre while 
the tiny Ariel Theatre has Italian 
playwright Sergio Pugliese’s ‘Hip- 


| pocampo.” It has been out 50 per- 


formances. 

Spanish actress Lola Membrives 
opened May 31 at the Comico in 
Jacinto Benavente’s “Mater Im- 
peratrix,”” Benavente has another 
play of his, “You, Once and the 
Devil 10 Times,” running at the 
Liceo. It was produced by the vet 
Spanish director Pedro Codina. 
Benavente has as great a following 
in Argentina as he has in his na- 
tive Madrid. 

Alejandro Casona’s play, “Trees 
Die Standing,” closed recently 
after establishing a record of stay- 
ing in one theatre consecutively 
for two seasons and a part of a 
third. The same theatre, the 
Ateneo, now has a production of 
another play by the same author, 
titled “La Liave en el Desvan,” 
with practically the same cast as 
in “Trees.” The play drew good 
notices. 

“Salesman” Finally Closes 

The El Nacional Theatre has 
closed the translation of “Death of 
a Salesman,” which had been re- 
vived last February by Ibanéz 
Menta after a successful run last 
year. The theatre was closed for 
three of the last four performances 
by the Municipal inspectors, who 
claimed the management of the 
theatre was speculating with the 
sale of seats. It has been noted that 
the inspectors are very assiduous 
in their control of theatres which 
are featuring translated plays. 
Menta has chosen another vehicle 
for production in June, this time 
by national author Enrique Suarez 
de A og 

In July or August, the U. S. 
American National Ballet Theatre, 
currently in Brazil, is expected to 
visit Buenos Aires, with the Cul- 
tural Relations Division of the U. S. 
Embassy taking a hand in booking 
it into Argentine theatres. There 
are 60 members of the Theatre, un- 
der the direction of Lucia Chase 
and Oliver Smith. 


FILM EXPORTS SOAR 
IN FIRST QUARTER 


Washington, June 19. 
Export of motion picture film 
and equipment in the first quarter 
of 1951 was about 26% higher than 
during the first quarter of 1950, 
bs ent the U. S. Department of 


teeeres of exposed feature 
films totalled 73,977,998 linear feet, 
valued at $2,464,033 in the first 
quarter of 1951,” says the depart- 
ment, “an increase of more than 
sts linear feet over the Jan- 

ary-March, 1950, total of 64,866.- 
O72. linear feet, valued at $1,912,- 
787. Foreign shipments of 35m 
and 16m positive and negative fea- 
ture films were all higher during 
the first quarter of 1951. 

“Total exports of motion picture 
peers esgaoe including cameras, pro- 
jection and sound equipment, were 
valued at $2,689,730 iy, the first 
quarter of 1951, more than 40°% 
higher that the first quarter 1950 
total of $1,898,120.” 


Robinson Fight Pix 


London, June 19. 

Arthur Dent, Adelphi Films top- 
per, has acquired world distribu- 
tion rights to the world middle- 
weight championship fight between 
Sugar wo Robinson and Randolph 
Turpin to be held here July 10. 
Michael H. Goodman _ film the 
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Pabst’s 2d-Run 


On Louis-Savold| 


Millions of television fight fans 
who were from seeing 
the Joe Louis-Lee Savold bout 
when it was sold exclusively to 
theatre TV will have a chance ‘to 
watch it second-hand . tonight 
(Wed.). Pabst Beer, which regu- 
larly sponsors boxing Wednesday 
nights on CBS-TV, has pacted to 
carry films of the fight tonight 
which wer lensed by the Inter- 
national Boxing Club, the pro- 
moters. Lensing it for IBC was 
the KCR Corp. (Max Kase, Bill 
Corum and Joe Roberts, with the 
latter supervising). 

Because of the overwhelming 
success of the theatre TV experi- 
ment, which saw each of the nine 
houses carrying the bout forced to 
turn away customers, it’s expected 
that the post-fight films for home 
consumption might provide the an- 
swer for home TV and sponsors. 
Since only about 40,000 fans in all 
saw the bout last Friday night (15) 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 
and in the theatres, it’s predicted 


that interest among televiewers will | 


be as high as ever in the film. Pabst 
generally plays to about 40,000,000 
fans via home TV on its regular 
Wednesday night series, so that 
the 40,000 actually hasn’t dented 
that audience. 


Pabst is also dickering tor film 


rights to the Jake LaMotta-Bob 


Murphy fight, scheduled for June 
27 at Yankee Stadium, N. Y., to 
which - the theatres have obtained 
exclusive live video rights. Brew- 
ery, whose account is handled by 
the Warwick & Legler agency, has 
already signed with IBC for live 
rights to next season’s Wednesday 


night bouts, which in turn will cut 


out the theatres from those fights. 


As a result, whether national ad- 
will be | 
forced to give way to the theatres 
and resort to film must await de- 
velopments for at least another 


vertisers in the future 


year. 


Pabst originally had scheduled a 
filmy reprise of the Rocky Graziano- 
Gene Burton fight, which it carried 
live last season, for its CBS spot 
That will now be run later 
Since the Louis bout 


tonight. 
this summer. 
went only six rounds, the brewery 


will be forced to pad the 45-minute | ceivers throughout the season but 
s'ot it has on CBS. W&L execs 
are dickering with Louis to make 
a personal appearance on the show, 
either before or after the films are 
transmitted. 


TV’s 21G to Promoters 


ee pe recy rees 
rece’ approximate 

as its share of the theatre TV 
boxoffice Pa on the Joe 
Louis-Lee Savold heavyweight 
fight Friday night (15). 

Deal called for the promot- 
ers to get a $10,000 guarantee, 
contributed by the nine thea- 
tres the fight on a 
pro-rata basis according to the 


capacity of each, plus 50% of 
the b.o.. Since the nine houses 
together drew -an estimated 
$22,000, this meant an addi- 
tional $11,000 to IBC for a to- 
tal of $21,000. 










Theatre TV 


Continued from page | jaa 


about results of the fight. Industry 
spokesmen predicted that big- 
screen video would prove a boon 
to their entire business, and a num- 
‘ber of circuit operators who hither- 
to had been skeptical about -the 
merits of theatre TV rushed to 
place their orders for the necessary 
equipment. Nathan L. Halpern; 
repping the circuits in their big- 
screen operations, has 





the Jake LaMotta-Bob Murphy 
fight, scheduled for Yankee Sta- 
dium June 27. With one sports 
exclusive under their belts as an 
experiment, the exhibitors are now 
eager to test the boxoffice poten- 
tialities of straight entertainment 
shows on big-screen, but figure 
they’ll have to wait until enough 
houses are interconnected to pro- 
vide the coin required for such a 
layout. 

One note of caution was injected 
into the exuberance of both the 
exhibs and sports promoters, based 
on squawks from video setowners 
that they're being unfairly exclud- 
ed from sports events that they 
were led to believe they would get 
for free when they purchased their 
receivers. It was feared that feed- 
ing the events exclusively to thea- 
tre TV may generate considerable 
ill-will among setowners, which 
may be felt adversely at the box- 
office when the first lures of novel- 
ty fade away. A top exec of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, for example, 
speculated on how the public would 
react if they could see the Dodgers 
play for free on their home re- 





then, when a World Series came 
| along, would be forced to pay to 
see the annual classic at their local 
filmeries. 


General consensus among exhibs 
on this point is that the public has 









Film Jubilee 





from ever getting off the ground. 
Ted Gamble, 


of TOA units for the public rela 
tions setup. 


A big attraction for the exhibs 
in the jubilee plan is. that the 


Continued from page 5 jee" 


no room for a holler. Fear by some 
_regional organizations, particularly 
those affiliated with Theatre Own- 
ers of America, that COMPO would 
usurp their. activities, has kept the 
all-industry public relations unit 


chairman of the 
TOA national. committee on 
COMPO, has been particularly 
anxious to. see COMPO get hold 
of a solid project. He thinks it 
will go a Jong way toward solving 
his problem of enlisting support 


already indicated its willingness 
to pay. As a result, they predict 
that the situation will resolve it- 
self into healthy competition be- 
tween theatres and the regular 
broadcasters for exclusive rights— 
with the theatres, of course, ex- 
pected to win out. Ad agencies 
repping sponsors who have been 
the heaviest spenders in sports TV 
to date frankly voiced confusion 
about the situation. 


One agency spokesman expressed 
pessimism over the fact that spon- 
sors will never be able to indulge 
in the “controlled network” idea 
used by the theatres on the Louis 
fight, which saw the bout kept out 
of theatres in the N. Y. area to 
protect the fight gate itself. He 
pointed out that the N. Y. viewing 
audience constitutes 1624% of the 





already | 
sewed up a second exclusive via | 








producers will pay for all or most 
of the campaign on the national 
level and even partially on a local 
level. It will consist. of institutional 
and _ product advertising, plus bally- 
hoo and exploitation, star tours, 


etc 

ShArorts will be made to have ex- 
hibs cooperate in their own areas, 
but how much they: do or. how 
much. they spend will be up to 
them. It is hoped. by the jubilee 
sponsors that the exhibs will get 
together in their own areas and 
s°t up parades, proclamations from 
the mayor, dress 4 their fronts 
with valances and nners, place 
some newspaper and/or. radio-TV 
advertising and go in for what- 
ever other old-fashioned .ballyhoo 
they can think up. Naturally, the 
more they do, the.more return 
they can expect at their own b.0.s. 

Hope of COMPO’s supporters is 
that -when exhibs see what can be 
done by coordinated national effort, 
they'll not only give the organiza- 
tion additional moral. support, but 
also kick in with some coin. In- 
come from theatres has virtually 
stopped now, after a spurt occa- 
sioned by a hard-hitting letter and 
telephone campaign by treasurer 


give up this audience unless they 
can obtain the fight for lower costs. 








Robert J. O'Donnell. 


total. Sponsors, he said, will not 


the witness ‘iat naate include the 
Federal tax on admissions, which 
was increased moré. than 100% in|’ 


the World War II period, The wit- 
ness neglected to explain. that the 
increased tax load contributed to 
higher boxoffice prices. 

“In the light of Miss Aaronson’s 
testimony, the panel will undoult- 
edly wish to study the attached 
chart (compiled by Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations) covering 
the percentage price inérease of 
selected cost-of-living. items in 
comparison with motion picture ad- 
mission prices in the period Sep- 
tember, 1945, to December, 1950. 
The figures of the U. S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics clearly show that 
the average rise. of movie admis- 
sion prices in the five-year period 
‘was only 11.3%—less than one- 
third of the 38.7% rise in the gen- 
eral cost-of-living in the same 


Mobile Hypo 


Continued from page 7 


Ships with the branch managers, 
although we love ’em all. - 

No, we get the product because 
we can afford to shell out the 
moola for it and the b.m.’s just 
love the moola. And the only way 

we can with security shell out ‘on 
moola is on the basis of what we 
know in advance we can derive 
from a pic with the proper ex- 
ploitation sweat. 

We premiered “All About Eve” 
just before Christmas, in 18-degree 
weather, played it a full week and 
made money on it. Our grosses 
that week exceeded all the first- 
run houses in town combined. We 
were told to shy away from this 
sophisticated film in view of the 
flop of “Sunset Boulevard,” which 
had preceded it. So we shied away 
all right—by premiering the pic- 
ture at $2 per person. Individual 
programs were handed out to 
patrons, a novelty here. Tickets 
were sold in advance in high-class 
stores in strategic town locations— 
another innovation for movies. 

A couple of weeks before we had 
premiered “I'll Get By” in freez- 
ing weather. Busines was so “bad” 
that our grosses were second that 
night only to the premiere of 
“Samson and Delilah” at advanced 
admission rates!’ Huh! 

On one film that we ran a month 
ago (“Prehistoric Women’’) we ac- 
tually grossed, in this secondary 
territory, in excess of 10% of the 
entire cost of producing the film! 
Of course, we had to have a few 
naked women running around 
loose in town and pay a fine; so 
what? Anything to _ stimulate 
grosses and. prevent b.o. constipa- 
tion! 

If you're looking for front-page 
news, turn your sights to good ole 
Mobile—we make it every day in 
the week! 


Edward Fessler, 
Managing Director: 








Art Pictures 


Continued from page 7 


by Lopert Films in partnership 
with City Investing. That’s the 
only reason the current “Tales of 
Hoffmann” is playing without a 
guarantee. 
City Investing Started It 

CI is said by other exhibs to 
have started the large-scale war- 
ranties which forced other theatres 
to follow suit. Actually, however, 
guarantees are nothing. new, dating 
back to the beginnings of the in- 
dustry. They have just waxed or 
waned according to Popeniens at 
the moment. 


When the b.o. wag hot divine the 
war and early postwar years, pix 
were getting long runs and thea- 
tres had their day. They could 
eall the tune, with producers beg- 
ging to get showcases for their 
films. They were the ones offering 
theatres concessions. 


With shorter runs and increase 
in the number of sureseaters in 
the market for quality product, the 
producers are in the saddle. One 
interesting aspect of this change 
is the art and Broadway houses, 
such as the Mayfair, Criterion, As- 
tor, Victoria, Holiday and others, 
bidding for the same pix, 


That’s a result of a change by 
both of them. The arties used to 
stick to foreign output. Now there 
are so: many such theatres and so 
little ‘good lingual yay aes avail- 
able, they've had. switch to 
whatever quality pix “they can get. 
On the other hand, the small Broad- 
way theatres have re see found ane 
success. with . fe bi 
that’s Ba English, so they're 
ding for it. 

Situation promises to get worse 
for the theatres— and, inverse 
better for the distribsthis f 


when two moré art. houses join the 
ranks. They are the Norman- 
die on West 57th St.; and James 


Mage’ $ house, where Gafe Society 

Uptown was formerly ‘located* on 
58th St. 

Changeover. of the Trans-Lux 
theatres -at 52d St. and 60th’ St, 
to art product last year also con- 
tributed to worsening the. product 
situation. 

Recent Paris deat on “River” 
was negotiated in N. Y. by man- 
aging director Lillian Gerard and 
Lucien Nachbau, rep of. French 
‘Pathe, which operates the house. 
It was sy, te by Pathe in Paris, 
where. Duncan McGregor, | Jr., 





| feit a run so that a potehtial com- 


is James A. Mulvey, president of S 


Mulvey’s career “from. his rise as 


Knowing. 

mined by censor boards and minority p: pressure. groups, with 

able space given. to the hassle over “The Miracle,”. “Oliver Twist,” 
“Pinky” and other pix which drew the fire of o 

Article warns that censorship by pressure groups has poset in 
recent years and is still on the upswing. 


— 


July issue of Redbook Magazine will take a broad slap at catenin 
tp om. artiete by Coltie Smeal! died What 
Piece describes “how 


Keeps You Fro 
fos being under 


consider. 





Brooklyn’s “Man of the Week,” as selected by the ‘Brooklyn Eagle, 


amuel Goldwyn Productions. Two- 


column feature by Jeanne Toomey in the daily states that Mulvey 
“could plot a rousing good motion picture based on his own life—with 
plenty of action and a great message for democracy.” 


Article traces 
a $4-a-week office boy job’ to his 


present executive post directing the business affairs of-one of this 
nation’s great motion picture enterprises.” 





Tradepaper advertising for the Bob Roberts production, “He Ran All 
the Way,” starring John Garfield and Shelley Winters, omits the names 
of director John Berry and Hugo Butler, co-author of the screenplay. 
They are being sought for appearances before the House Un-American 


aunt e Committee, which is probing Communist infiltration in Holly- 
w 


r% 








WB Unloads 


Continued from page 5 =a 


in half the 6,000,000 shares out- 
standing, the production-distribu- 
tion company (which the Warner 
freres have indicated they'll keep) 
would have to earn only half as 
much to continue paying the $1 a 
year dividend which the combined 
company has been passing out. 
Second, the reduced number of 
outstanding shares will make it 
considerably easier to sell their 
theatre stock, which the Warner 
brothers must unload under terms 
of the consent decree. It now rep- 
resents 24% of the outstanding 
shares, but will represent propor- 
tionately more as the treasury buys 
in other stock. Primarily in this 
connection, however, the fewer the 
number of shares outstanding the 
smaller amount of cash is required 
by any potential buyer—and the 
smaller the cash sum needed, the 
more potential buyers there are. 


Warners recently sold 30 acres of 
land adjacent to the WB lot in 
Burbank to the National Broadcast- 
ing Co. Last week it sold its 10- 
story warehouse and commercial 
building on West 55th St., N. Y., 
to Robert J. Morony, of Norwalk, 
Conn., for $1,800,000, all cash. Both 
the Burbank and N. Y. deals were 
handled by John J. Reynolds, Inc., 
N. Y. real estate broker. Attorney 
Miles H. Alben repped Warners 
in the N. Y. transaction. 


The California and N. Y. trans- 
fers are forerunners to a string of 
property sales close to the. inking 
stage. Another major real estate 
unloading by Warners is slated to 
wind up within a week. John Rey- 
nolds, head of the brokerage firm, 
leaves for California next week to 
confer with prexy Harry Warner 
on further property sales. 


Rap Day-Dates 


mus Continued from page 5 


months. Inception of the idea for 
a memo from exhib leaders in vari- 
ous parts of: the country, giving 
their thoughts on what’s wrong 
with. the b.o.; was at a private din- 
ner hosted by Si Fabian at the 
Theatre. Owners of America con- 
vention in Houston last fall. Ted 
Gamble has headed the committee 
which is compiling the report. 


No Solution 
“Exhibs, in their memoranda, in- 
dicated they apparently have n? 
more idea than Lichtman does on 
how .the excessive. day-and-dating 
can be ended. Naturally; few the- 
atremen choose voluntarily to for- |. 











-petitor can play a pic first, thus 
eliminating a day-and-date situ- 


‘On the: other hand, there sebing 
to be no: doubt that’ the .industry 


had audiences a- wide selection of 
pix on any one night. Rather than 
stay home or patronize some other 
form of amusement because they 
don’t like any of the limited num- 


probable they, could find some- 
thing to their taste were the selec- 


as a-whole wotld prosper better |: 


ber of pix available, it is thought | East 


= 
. 


runs have been reduced by. exhibs 
‘choosing to move back. Some 
have found that by accepting a 
later run at a lesser rental, their 
net has improved. In miost cases, 
however, exhib pressure has been 
to move up runs as much as possi- 
ble, which has given rise to the 
excess day-dating. 


Corollary to the day-dating was 
cited as hurting the b.o. by Leon- 
ard Goldenson, United Paramount 
prez, in his report to stockholders 
in April. He. said that the large 
number of houses which have 


moved up to first-run or first sub- 
sequent-run had resulted in pix 
not being in ‘release long enough 
“to derive full benefit from its ex- 
ploitation and advertising program 
or to gain buoyancy from word- 
of-mouth praise by its patrons.” 









Technicolor 


already lowering costs to the 5c. 
base price per foot, the industry's 
general co-op is necessary (1), to 
get it down to 444-414c. a foot, and 
|(2) to insure facilities so that 
| quality is uniform on each. and 
every foot of film. 
Impatience 

When two years ago the industry 
balked at this all-out for color it 
was only because it was impatient 
to wait for the 24 months’ conver; 
sion and expansion period, Kalmus 
adds. Hollywood insisted on “give 
it to us in -six months, or else.” 
Kalmus points out that the indus- 
try now needs it more than ever 
“because look what has happened 
—their six months ind my addi- 
tional 18 months have both come 
and gone, and we're back in ‘Sl 
where we were in '49. 

“The common looking-forward i 
now perhaps more ry 
, color. ban des cg looms, this fey 
| per make anything in black- 
bm: te even more obsolescent. 
As for the argument about ‘not all 
stories lend themselves to color,’ 
I’ve often told the Coast producers 
that the most eloquent color is drab 
color. For example, what is more 
dramatically effective than the 
blackness of a prison scene, and 
then a contrasting vividity as the 
cinematurgy dictates. 


“But as I said, our funetion is 


not scripts and stars—it’s the tech- 
nological 





search, probing all processes. Our 
planning for future perfection is 
constant. We have 30. years’ ex- 
gortnnse in color film techniques. 

e are willing to. make.our facili- 


somebody . finds. it eared new 





ti6n wider.: ; 
Another feetor, which was cited | 


of-mouth. can ssep through on it. | 
By. playing various Houses over a. 
longer spread of time, good films | 
could profit by talk on them get- . 





house manager, is now confabbing 





period. 


with Pathe toppers, 


ting around. 


In a few cases, simultaneous 


in the exhib report and by Licht: | 
man, was that heavy day-dating and Hollywood, 
means a pic comes into a com-| color the industry uses, so long a$ 
munity and goes out before word- | 


pep jectien, equipment: ‘all over 

again 
“But as I will in New. York 
don’t care whose 


it now takes advantage of our pro- 
| posal.’ For them to say only, 25% 
‘of the product lends itself to color 
| is dike the argument that certain 
"stories. are” best 
| but. that didn’t stop talking pic- 
tures.” 


if done silent—. 








. 
‘ 





ensorship 
You From 
ig under. 
consider. 
r Twist,” 


reased in 


yn Eagle, 
ns. Two- 
t Mulvey 
ife—with 
Sle traces 
Db to his 
e of this 


= Ran All 
he names 
reenplay. 
American 
in Holly- 





by exhibs 
. Some 
epting a 
tal, their 
ost cases, 
has been 
as possi- 
se to the 


ating was 
by Leon- 
aramount 
ckholders 
the large 
ich have 
first sub- 
d in pix 
g enough 
m its ex- 
program 
m word- 
trons.” 


> 3 


the 5%c. 
industry's 
ry (1), to 
foot, and 
so. that 
pach. and 


. industry 
‘ color it 
impatient 
” conver 
|, Kalmus 
on “give 
or else.” 
he indus- 
han ever 
happened 
my addi- 
oth come 
tk in ‘51 


orward is 
sssary as 
| this may 
in black- 
solescent. 
it ‘not all 
to color,’ 
>roducers 
or is drab 

is more 
han the 
ene, and 
ty as the 


netion is 
the tech- 
tints. We 
stant re- 
sses. Our 
ection is 
ears’ ex- 
chniques. 
yur facili- 


= lenticu- 
kup with 
the Kel- 


ad. then | 


ires new 
all» over 


Néw. York 
are whose 
o long as 
our pro- 
mly, 25% 
f to eolor 
it certain 


 silent—. 


king pic- 


Wednesday, June 20, 1951 








17): 





RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC., TRADE SHOWINGS 


ALBANY, Fox Screening Room, 1052 
Broadway, Mon., July 2, 8:00 P.M. 

ATLANTA, RKO Screening Room, 195 
Luckie St., N.W., Mon., July 2, 
2:30 P.M. . 

BOSTON, RKO Screening Room, 122- 
28 Arlington St., Mon., July 2, 10:30 
A.M. 

BUFFALO, Mo. Pic. Oper. Screening 
Room, 498 Pearl St., Mon., July 2, 
2:30 P.M. 

CHARLOTTE, Fox Screening Room, 308 
South Church St., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 

CHICAGO, RKO Screening Room, 1300 
S$. Wabash Ave., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 

CINCINNATI, RKO Sctesning Room, 
12 East 6th St., Mon., July 2, 8:00 
P.M. 

CLEVELAND, Fox Screening Room, 
2219 Payne Ave., Mon., July 2, 2:30 
P.M. 

DALLAS, Paramount Siveenlnn Room, 
412 South Harwood St., Mon., July 

' 2, 2:30 P.M. , 

DENVER, Paramount Screening Room, 
2100 Stout St., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 

DES MOINES, Fox Screening Room, 
yg High St., Mon., July 2, 1:00 


WALT 


DETROIT, Biumenthal’s Screening 
Room, 2310 Cass Ave., /Aon., July 2, 
2:30 P.M. 

INDIANAPOLIS, Universal Screening 
Room, 517 N. Illinois St., Mon., Joly 
2, 1:00 P.M. 

KANSAS CITY, Paramount Screening 
Room, 1800 Wyandotte St., Mon., 
July 2, 2:30 P.M. 

LOS ANGELES, RKO Screening Room, 
1980 S. Vegmont Ave., Mon., July 
2, 2:00 P.M. 

MEMPHIS, Fox Screening Room, 151 
Vance Ave., Mon., July 2, 2:00 P.M. 


MILWAUKEE, Warner Screening Room, 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave., Mon., July 
2, 2:00 P.M. 

MINNEAPOLIS, Fox Screening Room, 
1015 Currie Ave., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 

NEW HAVEN, Fox Screening Room, 
40 Whiting St., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 

NEW ORLEANS, Fox Screening Room, 
200 S. Liberty St., Mon., July 2, 
10:30 A.M. 

NEW YORK, Paris Theatre, 4 West 
58th St., Mon., July 2, 10:30 A.M. 


OKLAHOMA, Fox. Screening Room, 10 
North Lee St., Mom, July 2, 10:30 
A.M. 


a , . f i 


OMAHA, Fox Screening Room, 1502 
Davenport St., Mon., July 2, 1:00 
P.M. 


PHILADELPHIA, RKO Screening Room, 
250 N. 13th St., Mon., July 2, 2:30 
P.M. 


PITTSBURGH, RKO Screening Room, 
1809-13 Bivd. of Allies, Mon., July 
2, 1:30 P.M. 


PORTLAND, Star Screening Room, 925 
N.W. 19th Ave., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 


ST. LOUIS, RKO Screening Room, 3143 
Olive St., Tues., July 3, 2:30 P.M. 


SALT LAKE CITY, Fox Screening Room, 
216 East Ist St., South, Mon., July 2, 
1:15 P.M. 


SAN FRANCISCO, RKO Screening 
Room, 251 Hyde St., Mon., July 2, 
2:00 P.M. 


SEATTLE, Jewel Box Screening Room, 
2318 2nd Ave., Mon., July 2, 2:00 
P.M. 


SIOUX FALLS, Hollywood Theatre, 212 


N. Philips Ave., Mon., July 2, 10:00 
A.M. 


WASHINGTON, Film Center Screen- 
ing Room, 932 New Jersey Ave., 
Mon., July 2, 2:00 P.M. 
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Heat, Transport Strike | 
Slough Det.; ‘My Dust’ 
106, ‘Doone’ NSH 186 


Detroit, June 19. 

Biz is. very slow this week with 
the combination of hot weather 
and ninth week of city’s bus and. 
streetcar strike taking the blame. 
“Lorna Doone” at the Fox is get- 
ting biggest coin total. . “Along 
Great Divide” is playing to a chasm 
at the Michigan. Real standout is 
“Excuse My Dust” which is doing 
better at United Artists than any 
film there in recent weeks, “Caru- 
so,” in fourth week at Adams, still 
shapes. strong while “Go for 
Broke,” in second round at Palms, 
is holding fairly steady. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95)— 


“Lorna Doone” (Col) and “Texas 
Rangers” (Col). Fair $18,000. Last 
week, “On Riviera” (20th) and 


“Tarzan’s Peril” (RKO) (2d wk), 
$16,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
(4,000; 70-95)—‘“Along Great Di- 
vide” (WB) and “Fat Man” (RKO). 
Lean $10,000. Last week, “Fabiola” 
(UA) and “Home Town Siory” 
(M-G), $13,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; '70-95)—“Go 
for Broke” (M-G) and “Double 
Crossbones” (U) (2d wk). Down to 
$9,000. Last week, nice $16,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; '70-95)— 
“Jungle Headhunters” (RKO) and 


“Law of Badlands” (RKO). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Hollywood 
Story” (U) and “Stop That Cab” 


(Mono), $6,000. 


United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 
—‘“Excuse My Dust” (M-G) and 
“Fugitive Lady” i Nice $10,- 
000. Last week ealed Cargo” 
(RKO) and “According to Mrs. 
Hoyle” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Caruso” (M-G) (4th wk). Still 
strong at $8,000. Last week, $9,000. 


Omaha on Skids Albeit - 
‘Guard’ Rugged $9,500 


Omaha, June 19. 


Grosses are off a little this week. 
Standout is “Fighting Coast 
Guard” at Orpheum but not sock. 
“14 Hours” shapes oke at State. 
“Last Outpost” at Paramount looms 
tepid. Omaha, with “Katie Did It” 
and “Rhythm Inn,” is in for trim 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70) — “Fighting Guard” 
(Rep) and “Showdown” (Rep). 
Shapes okay $9,500. Last week, 
“Dear Brat” (Par) and “Adam and 
Evelyn” (U), so-so $9,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; ila 
“Brave Bulls” (Col) and “Pygm 
Island” (Col). Fairish $5,000. Fast 
week, “Sealed Cargo” (RKO), 


000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-75)— 
“14 Hours” (20th). Looks oke $4,- 
500. Last week, “Samson and 
Delilah” (Par) (2d wk), $4, 

Omaha (Tristates) (2, 100; 16-70) 

—Katie Did It” (U) and “Rhythm 
Inn” (Mono). Trim $7,500. Last 
week, “On Riviera” (20th) (m.o.), 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
70)—“Last Outpost” (Par). Tepid 
$8,000.. Last week, “Go For Broke” 
(M-G), $9,000. 








‘THING’ LOUD $13,000, 
MONT’L; ‘FABIOLA’ 86 


Montreal, June 19. 
Five newcomers here this weck 


but ‘biz is very wuneven. “The 
Thing,” which is solid at the 
Princess, and “Fabiola,” rated sock 
at Orpheum, shape as standouts. 
“Only the Valiant” looms good at 
Capitol. “Father’s Little Dividend” 
is holding fine in second stanza at 
Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 

“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB). Fair 
$13,000. Last week, “Get It Whole- 
sale” (20th), $15,500. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Only Valiant” (WB). Good $14,- 
000. Last week, “Lemon Drop Kid” 
(Par), (2d wk), $9,000 

Princess (C.T.) (2, 131; 34-60) — 

“The Thing” (RKO). Solid $13,000. 
Last week, “Communist for -FBI’. 
(WB), same. 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Father’s Little Dividend” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Fine $16,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Fury of Congo” (Col). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Great Missouri Raid” 
(Par), $8,5 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1, 048; 34-60) — 
“Fabiola” (UA). Sock $8,000. Last 
week “Men and Music” (20th) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 


Indpls. Lagging Albeit 
‘Angel’ Fairly Good 96 


Indianapolis, June 19. 
Firstrun biz is still sluggish 
from hot weather and outdoor 
competition here this stanza. “Half 
Angel,” helped by Loretta Young’s 
recent appearance at 500-mile 
Speedway race, looks to lead with 
a modest figure at the Circle. ‘Last 
Outpost” at Indiana and “Lorna 
Doone” at Loew’s are only so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—-“Half Angel” (20th) and “13th 
Letter” (20th). Oke $9,000. Last 
week, “Dear Brat” (Par) and 
“When I Grow Up” (UA), $8,000. 





Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Last Outpost” (Par) and “Great 
Plane Robbery” (Indie). Tepid 


$8,000. Last week, “Great Divide” 
(WB) and. “Gay Lady” (Indie), 
$7,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 
“Lorna Doone” (Col) and “Texas 
Rangers” (Col). Moderate $7,500. 
Last week, “Brave Bulls” (Col) and 
“Santa Fe” (Col), ditto. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-85)—‘‘Oh, 
Susanna” (Rep) with Grand Ole 
Opry Jamboree onstage. Fair 
$8,500. Last week, “Tokyo File 212” 
(RKO) and “Company She Keeps” 
(RKO), thin $4,000 at 44-65c scale. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 11) 
Strong $13,000 or near. Last week, 
$17,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80) 

“Brave Bulls” —_ and “Her 
First Romance” (Col). ee Tes, 
Last week, “Texas Sacer (Col 
ee “Fury Congo” (Col), big 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 40-80) — “M” 
(Col) and “Bonanza Town” (Col). 
Big $3,500. Last week, on move- 


over. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80) — 
“Follow Sun” (20th) and “Stop 
That Cab” (Lip) also Aladdin, 
Webber. Nice $8,000. Last week, 


“Bullfighter and Lady” (Rep) and 








Lirie’s TV Merger? 


If Louis R. Lurie had been 
successful in his bid for both 
RKO Thea’ a RKO Pic- 
mpany would 
in ee a merger 
a- television 


Soolited with Lurie stated that 
the plan ‘was to liquidate the 
theatre properties and take 
over operation of the studio. 

In connection with the lat- 
ter idea, he said he would en- 
deavor to-:tie up with TV inter- 
ests. He-hadn’t any specific 
arrangement in mind, but sim- 
ply felt the two, pix and TY, 
should go .together. _ It’s not 
coming about, of course, since 
Hughes has no intentions of 
parting with his pic company 


stock. 
Lurie-RKO | 


Continued from page 3 


+ 





— 

















theatre company only if he could 
realize a profit from the transac- 
tion. Lurie, in effect, was offering 
$3.50 per share of stock in each of 
the two companies, or a total of $7. 
Hughes paid $9 when-he acquired 


the 929,020 shares from Atlas Corp. 


in 1948, prior to separation of the 
two firms. Since the stock quota- 


+tions of the two RKO companies 


are running about even, Hughes 
obviously would want more than 
$4.50 per share, halt of his original 
investment; for his *theatre hold- 
ings. 

In any event, Lurie has made 
clear he will not offer Hughes a 
profit. It is thought, however, that 
if they got into active negotiations, 
some compromise price might be 
reached. 

Hughes May Reconsider 


They figure there’s a chance 
Hughes may reconsider and sell at 
near the $3.50 price in view of 
developments since the time pre- 
vious offers were made to him, at 
a higher price, by other groups. 
Among influencing factors has 
been the décline in theatre grosses 
and valuations. Also a sale would 
obviously free him from entangle- 
ments with some irate stockhold- 
ers who question his status with 
the theatre chain. In the latter 
connection, it’s reported the De- 
partment of Justice is still show- 
ing concern over Hughes’ alleged 
control over the theatre board. 


The angle here is the RKO con- 
sent decree in the industry anti- 
trust suit prohibits Hughes from 
having any voice in management of 
the circuit so long as he holds con- 
trol of RKO Pictures. Some of the 
sharehoideis: complained to the De- 
partment that Hughes, through the 
RKO Theatres board, might have 
a voice in its policy making. 

Lurie and his associates want 
the RKO chain for liquidation pur- 
poses. Franciscan, it’s re- 
called, also had liquidation in 
mind When he was negotiating for 
the control of Warner Bros. last 
month. 

Member of the group told 
Variety they’d hold on to the stu- 
dio if that, too, could be part of a 
)| deal. But this was publicly ruled 
out by Hughes in Hollywood on 
Monday (18). He issued this state- 
ment: 

“Occasionally rumors make their 
appearance which are damaging to 
all concerned and I feel it is my 
duty to reply. Therefore let me 
say: f am not negotiating with any- 
one whomsoever for sale of my 


I have no intention of selling my 


| 


stock in RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. Art 





mal solicitation is 
bring in a considerable number of 
other stockholders.. 

Ye Burn at Hughes 

The minority group is burned at 
| Hughes because ye what it feels is 
inadequate management of - the 
company. Also by the lack of rep- 
resentation of minority stockhold- 
ers on the board. 

Actually, Hughes has not had 
control of the circuit since divorce- 
ment became effective last Jan. 1 
and. Hughes’ holdings were turned 
over to the Irving Trust Co., N. Y., 


|as trustee. However, what's irking 


Greene and others is that Hughes, 
though he’s supposed to have 
eliminated himself from the affairs 
of the chain, has appointed .all five 
members of its board. Since none 
of these directors owns shares, 
RKO Theatres is termed . by 
Greene an “orphan company.” 


What the Greene syndicate con- 
siders “proper representation” 
the minority on the directorate is 
slightly hazy. It would like to 
have a mathematical majority, of 
course. Lacking that, however, it 
apparently would settle for two of 
the five seats if it felt the other 
directors were truly independent 
of the millionaire oil-tool man and 
plane-builder. 

Greene,~ second largest-: stock- 
holder to Hughes, has been nego? 
tiating with him and his reps 
sporadically for months. At one 
time they were talking a swap of 
Green’s RKO Picture Co. shares 
for Hughes’ theatre holdings, 
which represent 24% of the out- 
standing stock. Greene group was 
also the source of the squawk, on 
composition of the circuit’s board, 
to the Dept. of Justice last Janu- 
ary. Department made an investi- 
gation and is said making ready to 
move—which might change the 
entire situation. 

Presence of the real estate firm 
in the Greene coalition is a strong 
hint of plans for liquidation of the 
chain if the minority group got 
control. Louis R. Lurie, San 


Francisco realty operator, who has 
been making a pitch to buy control 
from Hughes, likewise has liquida- 
tion or partial liquidation of the 
theatres in mind. 





Disney ists 
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arrival of Joan Fontaine, who get 
a big reception. Crowds lined 


>Kurfuerstendamm, Berlin’s Broad- 


way, as Miss Fontaine, in a large 
auto convoy, toured the eity. In a 
round of receptions, the Hollywood 
“ambassadress” was guest of honor 
of U. S. government officials and 
industry reps. 

Participating in the festival were 


{21 countries’ film industries, with 


34 feature-length pix and 80 cul- 
tural shorts entered. Prizes were 
awarded by the Berlin Senate, 


Italian “Way of Hope’ 
Wins Selznick Award | 


Rome, June 19. 

Italian pic, “Way of Hope,” has 
been given the David O. Selznick 
Silver Laurel Award by an ap- 
pointed jury of American press 
co in Rome. Award 
entitles film to compete for Selz- 
nick’s Golden Laurel Award. Sim- 
juries will select Silver 





“Time of Lives” (U), 7,000. S. by Lux Film Dis- 
TORONTO Webbes Grex) 150; » food $7,000. | stock. I do not care to entertain | tributing Corp., also receivéd the 
(Continued from page 9) low Sun” (20th) and “stop That or consider any offers for same.” |“Premio Roma,” Rome prize for 
(Rep) and “Beware Blondie” (Col), | Cay” (Lip), “also Aladdin, T While made it clear he’s | pest Italian film of the year. 
ae Fine Last. week, *Bull.| staying in the -picture business, This is second year that Selz- 
Eglin —_ (FP) ‘hae fi rand L (Rep) and “Time | significantly absent from his state-| nick has given the awards for 
1,140; 40-80)—"“Mr. Lucky” (RK Lives” ( 500. itas : “best” pix from various countries 
and Takes Chance” (RKO) The Golden Laurel film will be an- 
nee Sam Sele. Lae See : nounced Sept. 1 at the 12th Venice 
Woman": aaa) and "The PITTSBURGH Film Festival by James Clement 
omen” (M-G) reissues), about ' 
same. (Continued from page 11) Dunn, American ambassador to 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-80)—|$4,500. Last week, “Texas Rang- Italy. | 
“The Thing” (RKO) (2d wk). Fine|ers” (Col) and “When Redskins ; yreue ite 
$12,000. Last week, sock $17,000. | Rode” (Col), $6,500. Top °51 Italian Pix Awards 
Loew's (Loew) (2,743; - 40-70)— Penn (Loew's) (3,300; 50-85)— Genoa, J 19. 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (Sth wk).| “Soldiers Three” (M-G). It obvi- Piggy deg 
Nice $7,500. Last week, $9,000. | ously takes a strong picture these The “premio Roma 1951,” annual 
Nortown, U (FP) (959: . Not going any place at $10,-| will probably be named within a| prize for the best Italian picture 
558; 40-80) —"Half ” (20th) . Last week, “Go for Broke” | few days, shown during the p year 
wk). Good $10,500. week, | (M-G) (2d wh), $10,500. Greene believes his group will | chosen by a jury of crix ; writ- 
,000. ubeanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85) — have tite Srelield 0 cbeining ext. ers, has been awarded here to “The 
Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— | “Forbidden Past” (RKO). Mitehum | cient proxies to Road to Hope,” a Lux production. 
‘House Tel Hill” (20th). and Gardner are attracting enough | 929.020" shares. Coalition Hse it ‘wes directed Germi, 
Fair $11,000. Last week, “Pool of | trade to account for an o ” Yast | holds 700,000 shares which | and stars Raf Vi and Elena 
pees (FP), gy hs 0)—“Ap- week, ‘Along Great Divide” (WB). Greene and clients of his invest-| Honorable mention went to 
Good $11,000. Last week, “Dear| Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— | ment counseling service). Michelangelo Antonioni’s “Story of 


Brat” (Par), $9,500. 
Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 
“Hollywood Story” (U). Fair $6,500. 


“Along Great Divide” (WB) (m.o.). 
Doing very little and will come out 
after 6 days with dull $4,000. Last 


Sufficient number of additional 
proxies can be obtained from Wall 








Last week, “Apache Drums” (U), 
$5,000. ; G+ 


week, “Goodbye, ~ Fancy” (WB) 
| (an.0:5,. $4,500. 


St. professionals to meet or exceed |. 
Hughes’ holdings, Greene is cer-| 
_ | tain, Beyond that, any sort of for- 


a Love,” Luciano Emmer’s “Sunday 











expected to. 
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result of the Italian arrange- 
che, Breach Sas sash itier- 
similar. 
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further 
and that it will be’: xi 
every country with 
a producing Betpenie-—: want a 
subsidy from U: 8, distribs, 
On the other hand, the Ameri- 
cans know that there's a,;big ¢om- 
pensatory. plum a. tobe a 







able for plucking if go along 
on the Eady scheme, 5 athe 
possibility of the British: 2ifting 
their freeze and allowing:iree aon 
vertibility of American, arn- 


ings into dollars. at 


What the company. pretidents 
will determine at a méeting is 
whether the plum is > worth the 
foregoing of a principle. If- it is 
felt to be, U. S. delegates to the 
talks on a new Anglo-U. S) films 
treaty next month will be instruct- 
ed to pitch on that basis. 


Delegation will consist.of John 
G. McCarthy, director of the inter- 
national division of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America,. who leaves 
for London July 7; Joyce O'Hara, 
acting chief of the MPAA, who'll 
leave about the same time, and 
either or both Ellis G. Arnall and 
James A? Mulvey. . 


Arnall is prez of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Mulvey chairman of its 
eastern distribution committee. 
They’ve been in England for pre- 
vious Anglo-U. S. pact negotiations. 
Present indications are that.Arnall 
will not be able to go and Mulvey 
alone will rep the indies, 


McCarthy huddled with Sir 
Hartley Shaweross, prez of . the 
British Board of Trade, in London 
recently. KH is understood Mc- 
Carthy got an inkling that the 
British might go for the free 
convertibility if the Americans 
okayed the Eady scheme. — Part of 
the U. S. distrib thinking on this 
is that under the present agree- 
ment they are going to get out vir- 
tually all of their money, so what's 
the point of breaking down a prin- 


| ciple for a mere technical victory? 


Much will depend, when the new 
talks actually start in London, on 
how far the British will go to com- 
plete convertibility without strings 
—or whether they’ll insist on pro- 
duction in England and other ster- 
ling expenditures for the Ameri- 
cans to achieve the 100% thaw. 
Yanks have taken no stand as 
yet, since they've never officially 
received the Eady plan. MeCarthy 
will call the prexies 
soon as it arrives. Plan, in 


can’t be sent over by the 

until there’s complete agreement 

on it between the government and 

the trade associations, the Kinema- 
tograph Renters Society, the Cine- 

ma ma Echibitore Assn. and the British 

Film Producers Assn. 





Johnston Plans 


== Continued from page 3 


be an ambassadorship. Nor has 
anything been heard lately in these 
parts about Johnston’s ambitions— 
or former ambitions—to run for 
president or vicepresident. 

Of , there is one thing 
call off all bets. If 
Congress should refuse to renew 
the controls legislation, Johnston 
would not have any job in the ad- 
ministration and would be likely 
to return to MPAA immediately. 
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WALD & | KRASNA 


: Productions 
axxo sTubdIO$ + 74#0 NORTH GOWER street . tos ANGELES 38 


@errrice OF 
JERRY WALD 

May 10, 1951 
Mr. William B, Carr 
McCall's Magazine 
230 Park Avenue 
New York 17, New York 


Dear Bills 


The "lost" audience in the mtion picture industry today is not the 
television fans, nor the intellectuals, nor the over=30 group, as has 
been suggested. The lost audience is the woman who formerly went shopping 
with her neighbor, then took in a matinee; who dragged Pop and Junior 
out of the house once a week to see the double bill at the Bijou. 


We have lost this woman -- who controls a’ majority of the box office 

by her influence over her busband and her children -- because we have 
stopped making movies fop women. In our anxiety to create something 

new and staftling for the screen, we have overlooked our most important 
market. We make movies for men, for adolescents, for pre-adolescents, 
for culture-vultures, for ,sophisticates who won't see pictures anyhow, 
for almost everyone except Mrs. Jones, and Mrs. Harris, and Mrs. Johnson. 


Norman Krasna and myself are striving to regain that lost audience through 
the twelve pictures we will make for RKO Radio distribution in 1951. 


stories will have that kind of 
Read the magazines which appeal 
primarily to women. e reading. See 
what kind of advertisements attract See what kind of 
letters women write to editors. 


Frankly, there's no magazine that gives a better or more accurate picture 
of the mind of today's woman than McCALL'S. The articles and the grade 
of fiction in the magazine are always in the most impeccable taste, never 
Stooping to sensationalism for the sake of « few extra newsstand sales» 


For this reason, McCAIL'S is a most accurate guide to the woman's world 
and the woman's mind and, most of all, @ woman's emotions. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wedriesday, June 20, 1951 





Rexy @ N. ¥- ‘ 
Andrews Sisters (3), with Vic 
Schoen; Anthony, Aliyn & Hodges, 
J Cordon . 


acques . Dolores, 
tes & Escorts (12), Paul Ash House 
Orch; “Half-Angel” (20th), re- 
viewed in Vanirry April 11, °51. 


The Roxy’s stageshow -is dis- 
tinguished by name value (An- 
drews Sisters) and good produc- 
tion and sets. Booker sr as 
Rauch and house topper A, 
Balaban have endowed -the show 

ith smooth accoutrements. and 
\ ther Knorr’s sets fit the mood 
of the display excellently. 

It’s by now an old story that the 
Andrews Sisters have emerged 
from a straight singing trio to a 
prime entertainment unit. They’ve 
kept pace with changing modes 
with constant refurbishing of ma- 
terial, and Patty is just about 
reaching her apex as a comedienne. 
Latter is a great focal point for the 
trio and she paces the-girls to top 
mittings. 

While the majority of tunes de- 
livered are those culled from their 
long list of hits, they've given most 
of them new bits of business to 
sustain interest. The early part of 
their turn is devoted mainly to the 
oldies, done with the same relish 
that made them bestsellers on 
Decea lists, They reprise many 
items, including “Bie Mir Bist Du 
Schoen,” “Rum and Coke,” “Beer 
Barrel Polka” and “Apple Blossom 
Time,” which are good for both 
evening and matinee atdiences. 

In addition, they’ve concocted a 
bright ‘spoof on the wives of the 
top cowboy filmsters, including a 
sequence wherein they don horse 
outfits and ‘the equines appear to 
be doing the chirping. Another 
top song is “Hawaii,” which they 
build up into one of their biggest 
numbers. The girls do extremely 
well for themselves at this house. 
Vie Schoen’s.batoning during their 


stand gives them solid musical 
backing. 
The surrounding acts, while 


good if not outstanding, are set off 
in a manner that makes them look 
fine. Anthony, Allyn & Hodges 
have the major portion of the 
house guessing as to their intent. 
They precede their comedy ball- 
room with a long passage of 
straight dancing to give their 
comedics greater impact when 
they come. They show some good 
tricks and deliver the desired 
quota of laughs. 

A good novelty note is by 
Jacques Cordon, a French import, 
who does some applause-winning 
routines while mounted on a uni- 
cycle. He opens with a session of 
rope-skipping and segues into 
some juggling while astride the 
one-wheeler. He delivers a cute 
bit of gab and winds up with some 
hat manipulation for a _ sendoff. 
Cordon works on a table, and ma- 
ninulation of the wheel toward the 
edges brings some added comedy 
va'ue to his act. 

The opening production number 
in a Castillian vein brings on a 
flamenco dancer, Dolores, for a 
brief bit of heel clic . She’s an 
okay practitioner in this field, but 
doesn’t do enough to show full 
capabilities. The Roxyettes and 
Escorts provide-some good dress- 
in? during this sequence. 

For this program, band is moved 
down to the pit, probably to per- 
mit preparation of the tank for the 
ice shows which return on the next 
show. Jose. 


Casine. Terento 
; Toronto, June 15. 
Billy Daniels, Nita & Pepi, 
Adriana & Charly. Candy Stevens, 
The Haydons, Jimmy Cameron, 
Archie  Stone’s House Orch; 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col). 


Billy Danieis is first artist ever 
to be held over in the 11 years’ 
history of the Casino, and he is 
still packing them in. Of thé 70- 
minute stage stint, 
song stylist generously takes up 
30 ard still to beg off. On re- 
pe Que nt, he’s moms = 
entirely new repertory 
customers still shriek for his“ 
Get a Kick Out of You” and his 
identifying “Old Black Magic,” 
which he gives them to moans and 
squeals. 

‘ With me agg yr and 

nger-snappings, a lusty bary 
alternating with falsetto finishes or 
gravel-voiced finales, complete with 
sexy innuendos, ‘Daniels can’ take 
an oldie and give it a terrific in- 
dividual styling that transforms it 





into entirely new. On 
his second with a neat. 


reverent tribute to the late Walter 

Huston, ‘singer did mber 

Song” for nostalgic rece and 

then, for tempo changes, into 

I Love You?” “The Never Be- 

lieve Me,” “It te be You” 
¥ Skin.” 


keys, 


alike keyed up to a terrific re- 


the showmanly | ty 





sponse, with plenty of repeaters 
Saving ‘through more than one 
New surrounding bill is also to 
ses vet Tap a he oper 
am et taps 5 
could do with better wardrobing; 
but youngsters over to neat re- 
turns on juvenile freshness and 
agility. Adriana & Charly score on 
their comedy trampoline act, 
double turns. and hand catches. 
Candy Stevens, a gangly blonde 


-|in the Charlotte Greenwood style, 


is over nicely on her. patter, 
strident singing and kidding of her 
skinny figure, plus indigo but 
funny impersonation of a ‘Child’s 
waitress in Brooklyn. Nita & Pepi 
round out okay with their tumb- 
ling, acrobatics and hand catches. 
with their youngsters in yellow 
diapers on at the finish. for some 
duplications of their parents’ act 
to hefty returns. Jimmy Cameron, 
as singing m.c., ably knits the pro- 
ceedings. McStay. 


Apolile, N. Y. 

Eddie Durham Orch (12), Berk 
& Hallow, Sticks McGhee, Tables 
Davis, Apus, George & Sybyl, An- 
nie Laurie, Flash Gordon, Wynonie 
Harris, Bill Bailey; ““Lost Volcano” 
(Mono). 

Current bill is only fairish com- | 
pared to recent predecessors (Cab | 
Calloway, Duke Ellington, etc.) at 
this main Harlem stand. Toppers 
Wynonie Harris, blues peddler, and 
tapster-talker Bill Bailey lift it be- 
tween them. 

Eddie Durham crew, slack-suited, 
stafts it with “Just You,” and 
leader gets in some licks on trom- 
bone as several sections join him 
at intervals near the apron. 

Opening turn, Berk & Haliow, 
boy and girl, are smooth, neat- 
looking tapsters with a good 
change of pace and smartly done 
acrodancing. Sticks McGhee’s elec- 
tric-guitaring is okay on “Drinkin’ 
Wine” and “One Monday,” with 
an assist from the Durham brass 
that earns a mitt. 

Tables Davis scores handily with 
a novelty turn in which he lifts 
tables and chairs with his chop- 
pers, then combinations of ’em, do- 
ing taps and bends during some 
of the iron-jaw innings. Traditional 
house skit has Apus, George & 
Sybyl (the latter a shapely looker) 
in a modified strip blackout for 
a time-filler. 

Annie Laurie chirps the slow 
“I'll Never Be Free” and seconds 
with a fastie, “Love That Man,” 
both pretty tame. Flash Gordon 
is a mscular gal in an overlong 
cooch ind who then doffs her 
flimsy cobe for a fast terping ses- 
sion climaxed by successive splits. 
Wynonie Harris clicks with a series 
of songs, including “Brand New 
Baby” and “Lucy Brown,” and 
jumps all over the’ stage. Joins 
the orch, helping out on the drums 
with strob stic while Durham 
band kicks it up high. They like 
him here. 

Bill Bailey’s plenty graceful for 
his size. Holds the house in his 
palm with heel-and-toe tattoo 
stanzas spliced by running patter 
that has obvious local flavor which 
is well appreciated. His shuffle 
terps and character bits are clean, 
well-defined and appropriately re- 
warded. Harris joins him at finish 
for a little nonsense. Musicrew 
backs adequately. 

Good biz at third show (15). 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 16. 
Rosemary Clooney, Amazing Mr. 
Ballantine, Harris & Shore, Bill 
Finch, Leroy Bros. Marionettes, 
Les Rhode House Orch; “Goodbye, 
My Fancy” (WB). 





Rosemary Cloone, continues the 
satisfying pace set for a number 
of weeks now by recording and 
ge vocalists ‘who've played here 


t. 
sh with the 
t makes some 
with 


plunging necklines, che tops the 
solid session 


mum ee Mixes the arrange- 
ments for ild with intelligent 


combo of jump and ballads. 
Ballantine clicks again with 
lampooning of the _ standard 


magicos, raising the giggles and 
yocks for solid palm sendoff. Leroy 


Bros. add to lineup’s blend of| offering this sessi 


novelty with their marionette work. 
They garner top stubholder re- 
action with takeoffs on a hula’ 


dancer, Durante, with piano; Krupa/ house tha 


drums, and wind with visual 
to reveal manipulations. 
Click all the way. 

Teeoff slot is also on 


E 


novelt 
“Do } side, with baton twirler Bill Finch 


ere Ser a Saat pace setter vie 





Ethel W : ee eee, De 
thel Waters, 

Mattiazzis (2), Kanazawa Trio, 
Teddy Powell Orch (17); “Sirocco 
SEER neere Sue 


i pene. a! a new deal for 
Ethe aters, vet songstress mak- 
ing her first Broadway vaude .ap- 

arance in some time. Miss Wa- 

rs is virtually a new personality. 
—boxofficewise — after her legit 
click in the recently closed “Mem- 
ber of the Wedding” and because 
of her bestselling autobiography, 
“His Eye is on the Sparrow.” The 
impact of these two events has 
skyrocketed her salary and ele- 
vated her marquee value. 

There’s a lot of musical history 
wrapped up in Miss Waters. She’s 
been identified with a host of im- 
portant tunes for about three dec- 
ades. The major portion of her 
turn is virtually a cavalcade of 
Ethel Waters. It’s devoted to songs 
she helped popularizé and includes 
such evergreens as “Dinah,” 
“Stormy Weather,” “Cabin in the 
Sky,” and “Happiness is a Thing 
Called Joe,” Miss Waters delivers 
with warmth and class. Also served 
in a top-bracketed manner are her 
“Summertime” and a pair of open- 
ers with humorous content. She 
exits to a heavy salvo. 

The rest of the bill is par for 
the Capitol course. In the comedy 
slot, Georgie Kaye pokes some 
funny digs at psychiatry. His start 
is slow and he has to build to a 
good closer. His opening gambits 
are slightly below his later efforts, 
but net. effect is good. 

The De Mattiazzis is a good Eu- 
ropean import. The mechanical 
doll illusion 4s virtually perfect, 
except when routine is designed 
deliberately to cast doubt on com- 
plete mechanical control. It’s an 
entertaining novelty that hits a top 
reception. 

Other act on the card is the 
Kanazawa Trio, one of the better 
risley acts in the business. They 
knock off their usual assortment of 
foot-balancing routines for solid 
response, 

Teddy Powell’s orch showbacks 
competently. In the two numbers 
allotted them, “How High ‘the 
Moon” and “Intermezzo,” they 
make a good impression. Latter 
tune is highlighted by good string 
work. In addition to a battery of 
five strings, the reed section picks 
up violins for some solid catgut 
capers. The 17-piece crew general- 
ly shows up well. Jose. 


Steel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantic City, June 15. 
Patsy Garrett, Eddie White, 
Leslie & Laurence, Brick Bros. & 
Gloria, Madcaps, Freddy Bowers 
Orch; “Rhythm Inn” (Mono). 





Steel Pier’s opening summer bill 
features native Patsy Garrett and 
Eddie White, plus three other acts 
in the 4,200-seat Music Hall, which 
will run for three months. 

Miss Garrett opens with fast 
“It’s a Good Day” and then into 
“As Years Go By,” “Sunny Side 
of the Street” and oldie “Melan- 
choly Baby.” Songstress just didn’t 
seem to have the punch at show 
caught. 

Eddie White, who emcees,’ again 
proves ability to keep audience 
with him. “Never, Never Trust. a 
Woman,” a fixture on his reper- 
toire, his opens bit, then a bit 
of patter and into “Wait for Me 
Mary.” More patter with his old 
specialty comedy number sending 
him off amid applause. 

Leslie & Laurence in first spot 
with nice dance bit, followed by 
Madcaps, a harmonica team which 
mixes good music with gags, scor- 
ing with “Peg ’O My Heart” and 
their latest Decca, “The Sandwich 
Boogie.” 

‘Brick Bros. & Gloria close with 
neat —— act working singly 
and double. 

Bill not up to Steel Pier stand- 
ard, but not too bad. for oprane. 

alk. 





penchant for wandering into the 
aisles contributes to a good hand, 
as does Williams’ hand-to-hand acro 
with the mutts. Comic keeps up 
a steady stream of chatter that 
pays off to mild yocks. 


Leo Diamond’s harmonica turn 
should be trimmed for better divi- 
dends. Lad’s mouth organing is 
above standard, as is evidenced 
with his opener, “Roumanian 
Rhapsody,” which gets a nice hand. 
Some of his-comic work, on which 
he uses Rube Goldberg contrap- 
tions to achieve a one-man-band 
effect, seems labored and fails to 
get across. His Latin bit in this 
idiom could be crisper; the Italian 
number sets okay; and his Spike 
Jones impresh, in which he wields 


| fodder here. 





a bevy of exploding props, gets 
him a good exit. 





holds attention throughout. 


Top spot is held by the Slate 
Bros., whose comedics are s re 
Nothing is sacred to 
these boys as they poke fun on 
subjects ranging from: marital ‘re- 
lations to current price ‘war with 
clever ouips and zany antics. Terry 
Lane, shapely blonde, who is un- 
billed in this turn, assists the 
Slates in a brief bit that draws 
plenty of wolf calls and yocks. 
The Slates wind up this session 
with a top stepping routine that 
draws a hefty mitt. 


The Jefferys, a standard guy and 
gal acrobatic turn, are spotted in 
the elosing niche with a series of 
twists, turns and spins on a horie 
zontal bar that gets good resuits. 








Saul Grauman and his two gals}; Florence Ahn, attractive Oriental 
scamper up and down their musi-|songstress, socks across a flock of 
cal steps and manage to achieve| familiar tunes in the eighth spot- 
a likeness to “Bells of St. Mary’s,”| ting. Gal shows okay voeal tech- 
‘all of which draws only fair palm-| nique in such numbers as “Night 
ing. |and Day,” “Because” and “Yester- 



















































Brian Farnon, subbing for 
maestro Sherman Hayes, fronts 
the house orch in neat fashion and_| 
warbles a couple Latin tunes with | 
ood feeling. Deke Moffett, who 
ronts the band for Morgan, is 
used primarily to synchronize the 
rhythm section with the 88'er’s 
arm-flailing. Mel. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, June 15. 

Lee Marz, Archie Robbins, 

Blackburn Twins with Pam Cavan. 

King Cole Trio, Irv Kaplin Orch, | 

“On the Riviera” (20th). 


- 





The second of the sulnmer “star” 
series, while not bearing as strong 
a marquee lure as its predecessor, 
shapes up as potent boxoffice fare. 
However, opening day had more 
than the usual share of mishaps, 
which should have ironed out after 
the first few shows. 





Lee Marx is a clever juggler 
using a large teeterboard and a/| 
rubber ball for some unusual ef- 
fects. Youngster rolls up and down 
the seesaw while atop the ball, | 
handling clubs and skipping rope 
in mobile itions. He also does 
some fine lasso twirling for strong 
hand. He could abandon the or- 
dinary tennis ball flips, which 
aren’t on a level with the rest of 
his stint. 

Archie Robbins mixes some 
clever quips in with oldies parody- 
ing the news stories for a quota of 
laughs. He works at a disadvan- 
doubling as emcee, and 
doesn’t have time to build own 
spot. He gets over with his almost 
double voice takeoff on opera as 
viewed over teevee, but spoils the 
effect by an overflorid buildup of 
Nat Cole. 

Blackburn Twins revive much of 
their old act; their mirror dance 
is especially well received. They 
bring on the latest in the string of 
femme partners, Pam Cavan, who 
tees off with a lesser known item, 
“Climb Up the Mountain,” a swin 
spiritual; it’s somewhat ‘flat an 
might be discarded for a tune of 
better beat. After a brief song and 
dance session they really register 
with a smart piece of material, 
“Movies Are Better Than Ever,” 
a springboard for.their gamut of 
film personalities, past and pres- 
ent, for big mitt. Trio encores 
with fastie “Ballin’ the Jack” for 
good finish. 

Nat “King” Cole seems more as- 
sured than in his past. visits, pos- 
sibly ee he has discarded all 








days.” 


‘In the seventh slot, the Albins, 


mixed terp team, score handily 
with their zany dance patterns. 

Joan Brandon, femme magico, 
gets off to a slow start with a few 
stock cane and cigaret tricks, but 
closes sock with a bartender’s 
stunt in which she pours from 
empty glasses and containers any 
drink requested from audience. 
Act probably goes better in small- 
er surroundings, but partial audi- 
ence arsine 8 a - keeps large 
house interested. 

Violinist Marie Neglia generates 
plenty of excitement with ‘her 
vivid fiddle feats. Seguing from 
semi-classics to pops, gal holds 
house all the way. : 

Tenner & Betty, Phil Bennett & 
“Jackie the Crow,” the Satisfiers 
and Joey Karter are listed under 
New Acts. Don Albert’s. house 
orch cuts show with customary 
slick styling. 


| Are, Concessions 


gentina clamped down on remit- 
tances. New setup is expected to 
permit remittances at the rate of 
$1,500,000 a year. , 

When Johnston and Dr.. Cereijo 
concluded the original film pact in 
1950, it was supposed that Ameri- 
can companies would start sending 
their films to Argentina im - 
ately. However, import 
were not forthcoming, and the Ar- 
gentine government began making 
further demands on the U. S. dis- 
tribs. Foreign department chiefs 
looked upon the situation as being 
hopeless and virtually had given 
up all ideas of resuming business 
in the country. 3 

In announcing conclusion of the 
agreement, John G. McCarthy, 
MPEA v.p., credited Joaquin Rick- 
ard, the association's manager for 
Latin America, and a three-man 
committee in expediting the ulti- 
mate deal. Committee consisted 








of Stuart B. Dunlap, of"Loew’s In- 
ternational; William W. Sullivan, 
20th-Fox International, and Mon- 
roe Isen, Universal-International. 
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starring 


Lloyd BRIDGES - John — 


co-starring 


LITA BARON a je kine OO 
- Pr cum >, —- Marie WINDSOR 


Jean PORTER - Tom NEAL 
Iris ADRIAN 


Predwend by Morray Lerner + Directed by Reginald Ls Borg 


Now Shooting! 
CESAR ROMERO -‘GEORGE BRENT - AUDREY TOTTER 


in Rupert Hughes’ ad as a GIRL”’ 


Produced and Directed by William Berke 


* FOREIGN SALES DEPARTMENT: 723 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Ys CABLE ADDRESS: GILDFILMS — LIPPFILMS 
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place aboard the Peking Express 
on a run bétween and 
Peking. Aboard are Joseph Cotten, 


UN doctor on his way to operate 
on the a ae the oc merga un- 
derground; nne Vv iven- 
turess and old flame of Cotten's: 
Edmund Gwenn, a priest; Marvin 
Miller, black market operator,.and 
Benson Fong, rabid Commie news- 
paperman, . 

Plot soon gets the principals to- 
gether after the identities of each 
are established, and William Die- 
terle’s direction keeps the - footage 
boiling along melier lines. Fervor 

members for the “New 


of party 
China” is expressed in Fong’s char- | 4 


acter, with licks against the 
Chureh, the UN and the U. S., but 
the other side of the question is 
well-stated by the characters of 
Cotten and Gwenn. 

Action becomes rapid when Mil- 
ler tips his hands, has his bandits 
seize the train and the principal 
passengers to hold as hostages so 
he ean secure the release of his 
son from the underground. There’s 
some formula in the plot line in 
having Miss Calvet ready to sur- 
render herself to Miller if he will 
free Cotten and Gwenn, but fic- 
tion-wise it comes off okay in the 
action. ‘ 


Windup finds Miller dead at the 
hands of the wife he tried to kill, 
the prisoners escape to the train 
and fight off the bandits as they 
try to recapture it. Finish is good 
action though slightly incredible. 

Cotten does a credible job of his 
character, keeping it unassuming 
but forceful. Miss Calvet makes an 
interesting charmer, and Gwenn is 
excellent as the old priest. Miller’s 
Chinese heavy is expertly forced 
for hisses. Benson Fong impresses 
strongly as the reporter, a role that 
takes him away. from his usual 
light-comedy characters. Soo Yong 
sells her role as Miller’s wife, and 
Robert W. Lee is good as the son. 


Hal Wallis’ production achieves 
a first-rate feel of present-day 
China’s_ turbulence. harles_ B. 
Lang, Jr., used his cameras effec 
tively, and cut-in of actual Chinese 
train and railway station scenes 
help visual interest. Music score 
by. Dimitri Tiomkin another 
dressing that helps melodramaties 
in the Harry Hervey story, adapted 
by Jules Furthman and scripted by 
John Meredyth Lucas. Brog. 


Father Takes the Air 





Program comedy for lowercas- 
ing in dual situations. 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Monogram release of Peter Scully 
Gustion, Ly Ss Pa gg to Welburn: i. 
Bates, Barbara yf vod 


wn, M’Liss McClure, 
James Directed by Frank McDon- 
ald. Screenplay, D. D. Beauch=mp: cam- 
era, William Sickner; editor. Carlton Sand, 
zc dune 11, 51. Running time, 





Henry Latham........ Raymond W 
Mayor Colton.............. Walter Catlett 
David Latham ............ Gary Gray 
ave soonecunee:. Florence Ba 
wre. +e eecoseee. Barbara Brown 
= ae Latham....,. een ~— 
Georgie Colton: ::3''''5!) George Nokes 
EDs sé. nsbbaventdbses Carl Milletaire 
wag ttssesseseeettuey Tom Dugan 
Miss Wells................Maxine Seman 
+ 9,000 00a ee neceenes: Don Hick 
BGS... is Swkba ttc calceenecs B | Valerie 


This entry in Monogram’s fam- 


fly comedy series starring Ray-| W 


mond Walburn ambles along nice- 
ly for 60 minutes to prove itself 


program. material for 
the half of bookings in the 
market. 


It’s nonsense, pleasantly done, 
and rw Walburn and his 
mayor alter Catlett, the 
capture of a bank robber. Wal- 
burn’s daughter (M’Liss McCiure) 
takes on the job of running a fly- 
school when the owner is re- 
cues Sali nae tee tee se 
elp and have fun re- 

living. their World War I flying ex- 


periences until the bank robber 
shows wi, taere a plane with 
the two aged. aviators piloting. 
Plane runs out of gas, makes a 
forced - .. and the police, 
tipped off by Miss McClure, cap- 
ture the crook. Waiturn and Cat- 
lett are heroes and the adventure 
helps Catlett get re-elected. 
Trouping is »satisfacto under 
Frank McDonald's direction. Wal- 
burn and Catlett put the proper 
ame-nt of bluster and braggadocio 
into their characters. James 
Brown pairs nicely with Miss Mc- 
Clure for romance. Gary Gray is 





pervision . Beauchamp 
- | script. Brog. 
Aceording te Mrs. Hoyle 
for lower 


Mild programmer 
half of double bills. 
Hollywood, June 14. 


M release of Barney , 1 
tures Anthony Caruso, Brett , Tanis 
Chandler, Stephen Chase, D 
Tristram Coffin, James Fiavin. 
by Jean Y: Screenplay, W. Scott 


Darl and Barney Gerard; from 
Good Housekeeping novelette by Jean Z. 


fo eamera, Ha eee i 

oy ° . 

‘51. Running = 60 MING. 

Mrs. BG becadicnscwkge Spring Byington 

Morgamt) ......csecccssee: Antheny Caruso 

SiaGOGe ba Fico ccecs coats: . Brett King 
eWeccccnesies Chandler 


das sdaed Marcelle Imhof 

Sa Baron James Lichter 
Police Officer in Hospital Joey Ray 
Clerk of ......+-+. Ted Stanhope 
Detectives...Dom Harvey, Rory Mallinson 





Only mild results are achieved 
with. this little story about a re- 
tired schoolteacher who spreads 
sweetness and light among a group 
of racket men. Spring Byington in 
the top role gives it some lift but 
it is just passable for lowercase 
slotting in the more general situ- 
ations. 


Pollyanna twist to the Jean Z. 
Owen story, scripted by W. Scott 
Darling and Barney Gerard, who 
also produced, has the second-rate 
hotel where Miss Byington has 
lived for 25 years purchased by a 
group of plug-uglies led by An- 
thony Caruso. Racketeers are try- 
ing to go legitimate. They come 
under Mrs. Hoyle’s influence when 
they try to evict some oldtimers 
from the hotel, 

Some drama is cooked up when 
Brett King is forced to go a'ong 
on a market holdup by Robert 
Karnes. Latter is killed, but not 
until he has hidden the loot in 
Mrs. Hoyle’s room, and King is 
wounded. Police find the loot, and 
Mrs. Hoyle goes on trial as an ac- 
comoplice. By time it’s all over, 
she is cleared, finds that her long- 
missing husband died in jai! and 
that King:is actually her missing 


son. 

Other than Miss_ Byington’s 
work, the trouping is unimpres- 
sive. ng shows some promise, 
however. -Tanis Chandler walks 
through for a slight bit of romance 
with King. Jean Yarbrough’s di- 
rection points for tear jerks and 
pathos, achieving some. Technical 
contributions are standard for the 
light budget. tae 


Seerets of Mente Carlo 


Sdesniuns gad lacks any 
.0. names; 0 ‘or under-half 
of dualers. ‘ 











rele: f Willi Lackey pro- 

Poatures ‘Warren ‘Douglas, i 

Stephen Bekassy. . 
Screenplay 


ee 


ee ee eS ee 


tem w eee ee eeeeens 


- Republic adventure entry will 
serve nicely on lower half of twin- 
ners in many situations despite ab- 
sence of names. “Secrets 
” has of ac- 


of Monte 

tion and meller tonches. Despite 

its be a modest budgeter, it’s a 

— thriller with some first- 
e 4 


Pic details how a young Ameri- 
can businessman, a brief stop- 
off in Monte , becomes in- 
volved in a series of fast-moving 
adventures stemming from a darin? 
theft of a rajah’s jewels. Although 
John K. Butler’s story intreduces 
several , director George 
Blair never gets the thriller too in- 
volved. The switch of the stolen 
gems to implicate the U. S. busi- 
nessman ig a bit 


other angles follow _reasonable 
bate bring foes te ha eoreing Se 


Warren Douglas is the Yank 
essman. He’s personah'e and 





_— as the kid brcther, as is Miss | busin 


rown as the mother. Florence 


shows acting ability. Lois Hall 


Rogan... .......+ee00e.+--_ Robert - Karnes 

Pat Dennison. .........+.+- Tristram Coffin Farrell 
Prosecuting Atty.......+--.- James Flavin | Markie. ....sesseccessees Eric Pohimann 
WEES « . cca ccncewcsacecenss Paul Bryar | Young Rider..........+... Harry Fowler 
NER ee a ae Charles Williams | Track Manager..........--. Br: 
Gordon Warren.........- Harry Lauter | Riley.. .......-++e++: Laurence N: 

Rev. Haverford........- Michael Whalen | Mannock........+.+.s+++.+- Osmond 
Minister... .....0.... Leander de Cordova | Dora .......-ssseeseeeses: Jennifer Jayne 
eS Pe Wilbur Mack | Len Tyldesley...........+- Dennis Vance 
Watcha... ..scseseses:: Frank Jaquet 


incredulous but’ 











Sports stery has small chance 
.of deing well at U.S. boxoffice. 


London, June 12. 








This is an excellent film for’ 
sports fans and the younger gén- 
eration, over here, being woven 
around the exciting world of box- 
ing, dirt-track riding, speedway 
racing and the fairground. There 
is not much of a love motif in the 
story which deals mainly with a 
young boy’s mistaken loyalty to an 
older man. There are plenty of 
spil's and thrills, and much that 
should appeal te male members of 
an audience. Film should make a 
good second feature for most 
houses. It would be less likely to 
draw in the U. S. where similar 
pics have been presented in more 
spectacular style: . 

A stranded showgirl gets friendly 
with two men from a local fair. 
One is a reckless motor racer on 
the Wall of Death, the other a 
promising young boxer who is de- 
voted to the elder one. Once a fa- 
mous track rider, Maxwell Reed is 
anxious to get back into the big 
money. His buddy, “borrows” 
from his trainer sufficient cash for 
the other to purchase a ma 
of his own. Reed knocks down one 
of the watchmen while stealing 
tools, grabs a car and his buddy is 
reluctantly invdlved. .Plot then 
swings to the buddy who finally 
gets a big title fight and is signed 
up for big future events outside 
the fair grounds, winning the girl 
away from Reed. 


Reed gives a convincing inter- 
pretation of the complex charac- 
ter of the speedway ace while 
Laurence Harvey is well cast as 
his staunch friend. Susan Shaw 
makes the most of her limited 
chances as the femme influence in 
the life of. the two men. Leslie 
Dwyer is thoroughly at ease as the 
cokney boxing trainer and Hermi- 
one Baddeley shares equal hon- 
ors as a fortune teller who refuses 
to wed him until the cards decree. 
Meredith Edwards wanders with 
deceptive amiability through the 
story as the patient sleuth tracking 
down an unknown man. 

Direction is commendably brisk. 

Clem, 


- Midnight Episede 
(BRITISH) 


Mild meller is weak entry for 
U. S. market. 


London, June 5. 
Columbia release of Tria produc- 











tion, Stars Stanley Holloway. by 
Gerdon ee 4 » Paul Vincent 
Have, mene,” Mischa Spaueniay, 
ag ORO votre Diwards 
Mr. Knight ...,,....Wilfrid 

Mire. AGERE. <ons000 RAE ; Joy ‘Shelton 
ee HE eobeteng yt 
| sseanpeocens Sebastian 

it elle eee 


This complicated meller, adapted 
from a French thriller, should make 
a good second feature on most 
grams, but it 


touches 
make an ’ 
date for the U. S. market. Com- 


round casting results in’ aver- 
age Amal: mae a is in no 
sense in the upper grade. 

Centra) figure is a ragged old 
beggar who recites Shakespeare to 
theatre. queues, and earns odd 
money opening automobile doors. 
One night he finds a eorpse in a 
pers ba. = ving behind a leis 
appears leaving a : 
filled wallet in the gutter. Plot and 
counterplot all revolves around the 


ythicig’ tate hee eh ate Retontens: Binge 


mendable direction and good all-|? 


women in the cast are ill-served 
providing enly a background of 
motive and relationship to the 
others. Cc 





Continued from page 5 


that I have strong faith in the fu- 
ture.” 

20th-Fox prexy touched lightly 
on the prospects for theatre tele- 
vision in his closing speech, en- 
visioning it as a shot in the arm 
to theatre grosses. “It is my firm 
belief,” he declared, “that when 
we get theatre television, promised 
to us in about 18 menths, theatre 
patronage will be restimulated and 
regenerated.” . 


Conclave was brought to a con- 
clusion by distribution topper Al 
Lichtman, who recapped the high- 
lights of the sessions—the new pol- 
icy of combining sales with adver- 
tising, increased co-op ad budgets, 
and additional ad budgets all along 
the line under the direction of vee- 
pee Charles Einfeld. 

Co-op ad plan, dropped by the 
majors during the war years .when 
such campaigning was unnecessary 
and virtually extinct since then, re- 
ceived the unanimous vote of dele- 
gates to the sales-conference. It 
will be offered to every. first-run 
house, large or small, with the only 
requirement being a guarantee that 
the exhib will continue his regular 
advertising budget. Co-op adver- 
tising is to be extended over and 
above the present expenditures. 
Division and branch managers and 
salesmen will work out the pro- 
gram at the local level. 

20th-Fox also is scheduling a 
heavy budget of tradepaper adver- 
tising to provide exhibs with in- 
formation and knowledge of its in- 
creased campaigning. Company 
also plans to give free 24-sheets to 
exhibs who contract for billboard 
space to plug 20th-Fox films. 
Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th’s produc- 
tion topper, told delegates that 


unition 
needed to hit the boxoffice target 
squarely. Zanuck divided these 
productions into four categories, 
with each group offering what he 
believes are pix that will earn dol- 
= for distribution and exhibi- 


were broken, down as follows: - 


described as being 

from the standpoint of subject 

ter, sweeping action and pictorial 
concept. Heading this group are 
“David and Bathsheba” and “De- 
cision At Dawn.” 


interest” subjects, warm, human, 
grassroots stories and comedies 
“heavily flavored with American- 


pro-|ism.” In this group are “Take 


Care of My Little Girl,” and “Mr. 
the Bell.” _. 
Musieal emphasis in the future 


writing stages, and Zanuck report- 
ed that a number of other specials 
are coming up, including a mod- 
ernized version of “Jean Valjean.” 


Interstate’s New Ozoner. 
O'eander Drive-In opened here 
Interstate : 





parking area taking 15 acres. My- 





‘identity af the murdered m-n, bis 





double life and the reason for his 


ron Hudgins is manager of 500-car 
ozoner. It is Galveston’s first. 


Groups mentioned by Zanuck : 


cal stage en, is been 
asked picture in 
an effort to Coie about an agree- 


*| ment. Walsh is scheduled to meet 
ey | with lab management 


reps and 
union officials in New York today 


each worker’s wage fof a. welfare 
fund, another 3% for pefisions and 
other con¢essions, a$.wellvas three- 
week vacations a year With pay. 
Lab toppers estimate the total de- 
mands would represent a 34% in- 
crease in present pay levels. The 
labs have offered a hike of 10c. 
an hour but offer was nixed. 

Approximately 25.labs are in- 
volved in the dickering, of which 
19 are in N. Y¥. Contract affects 
1,800 workers. 


Settle Salt Lake City 
B.O. Fraud Actions 


All pending litigation of boxof- 
fice fraud actions in Salt Lake City 
has been terminated, either by set- 
tlement or entry of judgments for 
the various distributor plaintiffs, 
it’s. disclosed in N, Y. 

Eight suits brought against the 
estate of the late Claude C. Hawk 
and the Claude Hawk Corp. were 
settled after the Federal Court jury 
had been impaneled.. Defendants 
paid $10,621, the amount claimed 
by the plaintiffs. 


Percentage actions brought in 
the same Utah court by seven dis- 
tribs against Samuel L. Gillette 
and Associated Amus. Co., operat- 
ing regular theatres and .drive-ins 
in Utah and other states, also were 
settled. Orders dismissing the ac- 
tions were ‘entered. 


Interstate Extends ‘Worth’ 


Bow to 4 Ft. Worth Spots 
Fort Worth, June 19. 


More than 7,000 persons jammed 
four local theatres for premiere 
of Warners’ “Fort Worth,” which 
deals with the early history of the 
city. Premiere showings originally 
scheduled to be held at two the- 
atres were held at four, the Worth, 
Hollywood, Palace and Majestic. 


Frank Weatherford, of the In- 
terstate circuit, stated that if there 
were another first-run downtown 
by the circuit, it 
been used, too. 
Randolph Scott, one of the stars 
of the pic, was here for the 
premiere and attended stage cere- 
monies at each of the four houses. 
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Plaster the Highways 
and the Byways .., with the 
story of your ATTRACTIONS | 
.-. in the bright, colorful, eye-appeal- 
“fag. lure... of the ONE SHEET ... the THREE SHEET 

«+. the SIX SHEET and TWENTY-FOUR SHEET.:. - 
.». the BIG ARTILLERY of Showmanship ... that finds its 


target ... wherever there are peo- 


pps , , ple . .. to turn into PATRONS . . . at 
MAKE n  woxorices@ your Bigcallice! = 



























BELO naad 









apni + <i ao — 

















Keep ‘ em off the highways .». and in the thea-: | 
tro. Ask your NSS Solownon fortheduly aiiesPeoee MORE POSTING! | 
Brochure of Special Exploitation Ideas for IN- 
DEPENDENCE DAY . . . Don’t miss the magnifi- | 
cent TRIBUTE TRAILER especially produced to | 
create GOOD WILL amongst your patrons .. . rg : iq 
Make it @ profitable FOURTH! nanionat,\ CLE SERVICE i 

| 5 Sere PRIZE BABY OF INE MOUS TRY 4 





























































































Clips From Film Row 





Edgar Van Blohm, manager of 
the Paris Theatre, N. Y. foreign- 
languager, resigned as per June 15. 
Van Blohm will vacation in Europe, 
then plans to go into radio and 
television production upon bis re- 
turn to WN, Y. 

Bernard Kranze, executive as- 
sistant te United Artists V. P., 
William J. Heineman, left yester- 
day (Tues.) for a swing through the 
eastern territory, visiting Boston, 
Buffa'o and Cleveland. 

Dick Weaver, indie publicist, as- 
signed by producer S. P. Eagle te 
handle promotion for the Criterion 
opening of “The Prowler.” 

Bernard Kranze, United Artists 
sales manager, off yesterday (Tues.) 
on a week’s swing of Boston, Buf- 
falo and Cleveland. 

M. L. Simons, Metro exhib rela- 
tions staffer, due back Friday (22) 
from Albuquerque, where he at- 
tended convention of the New Mex- 
ico Theatre Owners Assn. Next 
week, he’ll be down to the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Mis- 
sissippi conclave at Biloxi, which 
opens en Monday. Guest speakers 
at the latter meeting will include 
=— 








Maurice A. Bergman, Universal's 
director of public relations. 


PITTSBURGH 


Weldon Waters resigned as gen- 
eral manager of Bert Stearn’s Co- 
operative Theatre Service, indie 





booking tombine, 

circuit, Wheeling, W. Va., in exec- 
utive = Bill Brooks moves u 

into Waters’ old berth and Bo 

Kimelman takes aver Brooks’ 
duties. Before going with Stearn’s 
a year ago, Waters was exchange 
manager here for 20th-Fox. 

Mary Civitarese continues as 
manager of Strand in Pitcairn, 
which was owned and operated by 
her father, Anthony Civitarese, 
who died recently. 

Variety Club will honor Saal 
Gottlieb at a testimonial dinner at 
William Penn Hotel June 25. Gott- 
liéb was recently promoted from 
head of the Metro exchange in 
Pittsburgh to district head for com- 
pany in New York and New Jersey. 
Ralph Pielow replaced him here. 

Bert Detwiler, former Manos 
circuit manager, is now managing 
the new!y-opened Braddock Drive- 
In at Frederick, Md: 

Michael Karolcik, Perryopolis 


theatre owner who has been in 





business for 30 years, and his wife 








— the story of the 
Great Durante 


by Gene Fowler 


a, in Collier’s, the man who gave you those 
brilliant biographies of John Barrymore and Jimmy 
Walker, begins an even more memorable portrait—the story . 


of Jimmy Durante. 


You'll find in the saga of Jimmy all the glowing warmth 
and excitement of that most fascinating of isidustries—the 
business there’s no business like. 


It’s a grand show—and a front row seat is yours when you 
get Collier’s tomorrow. Don’t miss “SCHNOZZOLA!” by 


Gene Fowler, in 


Collier's 


Out Tomorrow 


te join Dipson | ing 


celebrated their silver wedding 
anni, Karolcik is also a grocer— 
he’s been one for 44 years; his 
store is in same building as his 
film house. 

Alex Manos, who was an assist- 
ant booker for Manos circuit, 
owned ps Fe father, a Manos, 
before accepted fer officer 
training, was commissioned a lieu- 
tenant in Lackland, Texas.. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis theatres are combat- 

TV. by pointing out in their 
newspaper ads the advantages of 
seeing pictures in showhouses. W. 
R. Frank’s group of six nabe 
houses carry statement addressed 
to “TV Owners,” asking latter to 
“join the crowds back to the thea- 
tre where you will see clear giant 
pictures in artesiam cooled com- 
fort.” RKO-Orpheum ads assert 
“only in the motion picture thea- 
tre can you see a double feature 
owe like this and in cool com- 
ort.” 

Prohibited by law from adver- 
tising their Bank Nights in news- 
papers, Twin City theatres ads 
carry the line “Tonight Is the Big 
Night” to indicate the occasion. 

Radio City house tied up city’s 
leading .record dealers on _ two- 
thirds of a page newspaper ad for 
“Great Caruso” with 200 guest 
tickets for lucky number holders. 








North Central Allied holding 
| first board meeting this week since 
| election of Ted Mann as president. 
| Radio City Theatre here unable 
to get cable out of Chicago to pre- 
sent Louis-Savold fight on its big 
screen TV. 

Pat Halloran, Universal city 
salesman, visiting mother in Los 
Angeles. 

Wife of Fay Dressell, 
branch manager, recuperating from 
ee illness in Northwestern hos- 
pital. 


CHICAGO 


Allied Theatres of [illinois a 
pealed to Mayor Martin Kenne 
to abolish city’s 3% amusement tax 
as incentive to added “attendance 
and as aid in keeping indie the- 
atres lighted. Allied’s proposal is 
further based on present slim take 
on theatre taxes, which it claims is 
of negligible profit to the city. 
Proposal will be taken up by Chi 
city council. 

Chi exehange theatre area 
have been temporarily curtailed, 
with only two houses buckling in 
past two weeks. Latest to shutter 
is Paulina Theatre, kicking the 
overall total to 124. 

Main issues in Essaness Theatre 
Corp.’s $32,000,000 anti-trust suit 
against majors have been directed 
to Master Joseph Elward for hear- 
ing. 

Price-cut war here now involves 
only two indies and B&K’s Tower 
and Southtown Theatres. Jackson 
Park, Rosewood, Linden and Em- 
press have all restored tariffs back 
to normal. 

Ben Katz, Chi’s Universal ex- 
ploitation head who was stricken 
recently while on Florida vacation, 
has returned to work. 


KANSAS CITY 


Free parking is back in town 
after an absence of about 10 years. 
Last week Fox Midwest’s downtown 
Tower and Esquire theatres began 
offering free parking to their pa- 
trons after 6 p.m. The system 
calls for the patron to drive in 
the parking lot and present park- 
ing ticket to eashier when buying 
theatre oe ae validat- 
ing parking s ve patron 
gratis service. Gives Fox Midwest 
oe ey arty h.-% ape 

ooked up -and-date policy 
in metropolitan area. 

Alfred Hitcheeck due in town 
June 26 tub-thumping for his new- 
est, “Strangers On a Train.” RKO 
and the-Missouri Theatre are in- 
viting press and industry people 
to have lunch the director at 
Hotel Muehleba 
Cit + ag at tl Rago ing 

y, Mo., apparently is not going 
to make the grade. Rather than 
haggle over the proposition. 
council meetin 
for expression populace via 
volunteer ballot. Last tabulations 
showed the vote 5 to 3 against 
daylight setup. Theatres opposed 
foisting daylight time on them. 
Drive-ins also were against it. 


SEATTLE ee 

First tradeshow in several years 
here was held recently at Venetian 
Theatre when about 108 attended 
aw screenings by Warner 


ros. 
Bill Foreman, who heads Fore- 
man Theatres, with recent acquisi- 
last remaining Warner 
Bros. theatres in Aberdeen and 
Hoquiam, now has 21 theatres and 





ington. 
McDonald Theatre (Ev ) 
at Eugene, Ore., reopen last 





RKO; 


in | another six months. 
city fathers asked | 


16 drive-ins in Oregon and Wash- | 


Rep. Grooms Allen 
As ‘Cowboy King’ 
Vice Roy Rogers 


Hollywood, June 19. 
Rex Allen will step inte Roy 
Whether the western st Rogers’ saddle as far as-Republic is 
er the western star can : 
make his claim stick will neces- concerned. Valley studio is groom 


sarily depend on court interpreta-|in8 Allen to take the place: of 
tion. Since the problem has so| Rogers, who loped off thataway 
many. famificatior.s, moreover,| When his contract expired last 
either Rogers or Rep is expected} month. Allen’s films will hence- 
to fight it through .o the Supreme} forth be produced by Edward J. 
Court: To date, the original pro-| White and directed by William 
ducers and/or studios who turned | Whitney, who formerly held those 
out the pix were thought to have | jobs on the Rogers pix. 

control of TV rights, since sale of| It’s expected the budgets on the 
the films to video was never men-| Allen pix will be boosted although 
tioned in player contracts. Now| figure won't be as “high &s that 
they’re regarding with close inter-| customarily spent on Rogers’ 
est the possibility of Rogers launch-/| oaters. If Allen clicks selidly in 
ing the long-awaited test case. the new rating. then budget will be 
Rogers’ action was defined by his | upped to that of lot’s top star. 
attorney, Frederick Sturdy, who/| Studio already has begun billing 
claimed that the films were made/| Allen as “King of the Cowboys,” 
by Rep for entertainment pur-| the tag once hung on Rogers. 
poses only and that any attempt| Rogers had been at Republic for 
to televise them in conjunction | a decade. Film cowpoke reported- 
with video advertising will be re-|ly is mulling offers from several 
sisted through the courts. It’s ex-| other studios but doesn’t expect to 
pected that final disposition of the | make a decision before the first of 


case will depend on clauses in his| the year. Meanwhile, he’s due to 
contract. Sturdy contends that 


Rogers retained rights to commer- 
cial advertising in his pact and this 
is interpreted to include video 
sponsorship. 

Indicating that if legal action 
isn’t launched shortly, Rogers may 
let the TV sales go through and 
then sue fer an accounting of 
profits, Sturdy said: “Television is 
viewed only as a medium and Re- 
public would be within its rights 
in piping Regers’ pictures into the- 
atres, but use of films for advertis- 
ing would censtitute a breach of 
his rights. Whether or not the con- 
tract covers such procedure, such 
rights are recognized by general 
law. If (Rep’s prez Herbert J.) 
Yates, wants te go ahead with his 
licensing plan, he will do so at his 
own peril.” , 

Standard Screen Actors Guild 
contract, which applies to players 
receiving iess than $20,000 per film, 
gives the producer -he right to use 
players’ likenesses, ete., in connec- 
tion with advertising and exploita- 


sponsor's preduct. And, according 
to Rogers, he has retained all rights 
to commercial advertising in his 
contraet with Rep. 


costar with Bob Hope in a film at 
Paramount, on a freelance deal. 





| 
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standards and Souvaine execs free- 
ly admit it. 


In any event, Gunther Lessing, 
Disney v.p. and counsel, is due 
in N. Y. from the Coast this week 
to seek to restrain. Souvaine from 
showing the Bunin film. As matters 
now stand, the .two pix would 
clash since both are slated to play 
different houses on Broadway at 
the same time. Disney's pic is set 
for the Criterion in August. The 
Bunin version is going into the 
M..¥fair shortly before. Original 
plan was to show the Bunin “Alice” 





































































fair run but this has been dropped. 

Lesser contends Disney owns 
copyrights on the Teniel drawings 
of the “Alice” characters. Souvaine 
contends all of its source material 
for the Bunin film were public 
domain. 










ments, but where studios desire a 
player to have his likeness or en- 
a used for commercial i 
ups on a particular film, stand- | ia ' 
ard releases are secured nen the NOR TH-{ TAR 


individual. Mice hircoac H 








“It’s Movie Time—U.S.A.” at Fri- 
— sessions, but no decision was 
made. 

















appointed temporary chairman of 
an advertising committee which 
will sift ad campaign suggestions 
submitted by other member com- 
panies. Charles Simonelli, eastern 
advertising and publicity manager 
for Universal-International, will 
head another committee which will 
perform a similar chore in the pub- 
—— field. 
s 


ignated as a committee 
representing the MPAA’s publicity 
group to work with the New York 
exhibs on their own public rela- 
tion$ campaign were Charles Ein- 
feld, Mort Blumenstock and Jerry 
Pickman, national ad-publicity 
directors of 20th-Fox, Warner Bros. 
and Paramount, respectively. S. 
‘Barret McCormick, RKO director 
‘of publicity-advertising, ‘was ~* re- 
elected chairman of the MPAA ad- 
publicity directors committee for 



















Theatres 


While a tentative budget of 


New 


L siemens 







pre- 
pared two estimates of costs. Un- 
der one, exhibs would stand the 










Rockefeller Center 
a 
anid poste lod af chat. “THE GREAT CARUSO’ 
Under the second estimate, these|t MARIO LANZA ~ ANN BLYTH 
two items would be paid for. in r 
their entirety by the producers. 
In the event 


board expense, the 
‘would total’ $457,268, broken down 
as follows: 

Magazine advertising, $116,226; 
radio, $27,905; television, $21,840; 
newspapers, 


$69,997; 
trade papers, $25,000; 
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week after two weeks shutdown 
for refurbish job. 


$25,000, and con fun: 
con ' tingency d, 
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RCA Victor Recsids, and Henri Rene for his conde backings. 


== CARNATION MILK, Bob Redd, Victor Young and Jo Stafford for 

fam my happiest year in radio and looking faceted to being back 

bss together again on the Carnation Contented Hour starting Sun- 
day, September 16th on CBS. 


RADIO. Mr. Howard Hughes and RKO Pictures for giving me the oppor- 
=e pictures and spend some time at home. 


COLGATE and NBC for the privilege of appearing on the won- 
pwr Colgate Comedy Hour. 


| HAL ye only a great conductor and arranger, but also a great pal. 


ae Nae 








P. S.: Thank you Abe Lastfogel, Nat Goldstone, Wally Jordan Sos heck te 





and George Wooas. 
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Wednesday, June 20,1952 








32 VOTE FAVO 


ING WEAL WINDS UP 
FOC'S MOST. FAMOUS ‘BLUE BOOK’ CASE) 








Washington, June 

By a 3-2 vote, the FCC yeaterday |. 
(18) decided to renew the license 
of the 50 kw Hearst station in Bal- 
timore, WBAL, and to deny the ap- 

lication of Drew Pearson and 

obert S. Allen, columnists, for 
the facilities. The decision, which 
was final, was similar to the pro- 
posed 4-2 ruling issued in Decem- 
ber except that Commissioner 
Frieda Hennock, who had voted 
with the majority, did not partici- 
pate. 

Dissenting from the majority de- 
cision were Chairman Wayne Coy 
and Commissioner Edward M. 
Webster, who favored granting the 
facilities to Pearson and Alien. 
Commissioner Robert F. Jones had 
kept out of the case from the out- 
set: Pearson had opposed his con- 
firmation as a member of the Com- 
mission. 

The decision disposes of the 
Commission’s most famous “Blue 
Book” case. It was WBAL which 
was cited, among others,. by the 
€ommission’s 1946 policy report 
on station programming responsi- 
bilities for over-commercialism. 
Pearson and Allen’s bid for the 
facilities was based largely on the | 
Commission’s findings in this re- 
port. { 

However, the case dragged and 
by the time lengthy hearings were 
concluded and a decision could be 
written—a matter of six years— 
the “Blue Book” had lost most of 
its sting. But in the interval, 
WBAL effected major improve- 
ments in its programming and the 
majority was confronted with the 
question of closing down a satis- 
factory, going operation of ex- 
tensive magnitude in favor of a 
promising but unknown substitute. 

The Commission’s statutory ob- 
ligation to the rights of new appli- 
cants, as compared toe those of re- 
newal applicants, was a key issue 
in this determination, and was 
strongly emphasized at oral argu- 
ments on the proposed. decision 
several months ago by counsel for 
Pearson and Allen. The final de- 
cision, it was noted, contained a 
new section on this point which 
declared: 

“As the Commission considers 
the record and character of a new 
applicant in all fields, so must it 
consider .a record in the broadcast- 
ing field itself in. determining 
which of two applicants will bet- 
ter serve the public interest. Ex- 
cellent performance as a licensee 
will be given favorable considera- 
tion where we find a reasonable 
likelihood that such performance 
will continue 

“On the other hand, a record of 
poor service, or of marginal serv- 
ice with no indications of efforts 
to improve such service, will be 


(Continued on page 39) 


Congoleum-Nairn, Norge 
First Two Sponsors On 
Kate Smith Nite Show 


NBC television this week landed 
its first two sponsors for the new 
Wednesday night Kate Smith show, 
which preems in the fall in the 
8 to 9 period. Congoleum-Naifn, 
which is scheduled to check out of 
its Sunday night “Garroway at 

”” program at the end of the 
current cycle, pacted for a half- 
hour segment of the show on al- 
ternate weeks. Norge, now a par- 
ticipant on “Four Star Revue,” 
signed for a half-hour once weekly. 

Miss Smith’s show will replace 
the “Four Star Revue,” currently 
oveupying the Wednesday night 
slot. It’s being put together as a 
straight entertainment package, in- 
stead of carrying the housewife 
slant of Miss Smith’s present cross- 
the-board daytime series (which, in- 
cidentally, she'll continue next sea- 
son.). Present plans are to have the 
star present a different top-name 
comedian every week, in addition 
to a top Hollywood star, who will 
appear in a dramatic vignette. 
Show is to be produced by Ted 
Collins, with Barry Wood as asso- 
ciate producer. 

With Congoleum tied down, 
meanwhile, NBC is mulling the 
advisability of pitching the rest 
of the show to a sponsor who will 
take the full hour alternate weeks, 
or to several other half-hour spon- 








- Bing Smokes Again 


“‘Castarliae encod renewed Bing Cros- 
by for his third season on a firm 
39-week contract. Sponsor is paying 
$30,000 a week for the show, same 
as last season. 

During the summer hiatus Cros- 
by and his co-producer-writer, Bill 
Morrow, will experiment on TV 
ideas; and a pilot film may be made, 
although he has no TV, plans for 
next season. 


P&G ‘Lend-Leases 
Show to a Rival 


Unusual instance of a major ra- 
dio client turning over its pro- 
gram for the plugging of a com- 
peting product, occurred last week 
in the resale of “FBI In Peace and 





‘Hollywood, Jane 19. 





War” on CBS. 


Not generally known is that the 
“FBI” show is controlled by Proc- 
iter & Gamble, 


work. 





sors. 


then, 


iP &G 


“+ 


negotiated 


which ‘has 
own production unit on the Coast. 
cancelled out of the show 
in its recent AM budgetary cut- 
back and stipulated to CBS that it 
was at liberty to resell the show, 
but not to a rival company. 

Last week Wildroot (which man- 
ufacturers a competing shampoo 
product) 
CBS to pick up the portion of the 
show dropped by P & G. CBS ap- 
pealed to the latter company to 
waive its “lend-lease” stipulation, 
and nobody was more surprised 
than Columbia when P & G gave 
the “go ahead” signal. 


its 


a deal with 





Tele Boon to Dancers; 
Uses More Than 3 Ballet 


Troupes or 6 Legit Shows 


Television, a boon to all sorts of 
talent, 
bonanza for that most underpaid of 
artists, the ballet dancer. Not only 
via its higher salary scale, but in 
its wide variety and number of 
weeks of employment. 

The 1950-51 season just closed 
has been the most successful thus 
far for dancers, according to James 
Starbuck, choreographer for NBC’s 
“Show of Shows” the last two sea- 
sons. and before that for “Inside 
U.S.A.” and “Admiral Broadway 
Revue.” Over 150 dancers, he said, 
found more or less steady work. In 
terms of employment this 150 
more than equals three full-sized 
ballet companies or six Broadway 
hit musicals. 
More than that, Starbvck added, 
TV salaries exceeded by far the 
average paid by ballet troupes, 
musicals or niteries for similar 
Minimum in dance com- 
panies is currently $75 a week. 
Tele pays $100 a week for a half- 
hour’ show; $125 for an hour pro- 
gram, and $150 for an hour-and-a- 
half airer like “Show of Shows.” 
Tele’s greatest achievement, as 
far as dance is concerned, he said, 
is the employment possibilities it 
created for dancers. Not only for 
the ensemble dancers and prin-' 
cipals working week in and out,| 
(Continued on page 39) 
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especially a 





LEVENSON STATUS STILL 
UNCLEAR; OFF JUNE 30 


Status. of the Sam Levenson 
show on CBS was still unresolved 
this week, following notice of can- 
cellation by Tintair, which hassled 
with the network over finding a 
time slot other than the Saturday | 
evening at 7, where it is currently 
berthed. 

With Tintair cancelling out after 
the June 30 stanza, Levenson takes 
an 1l-week summer layoff. 
tentatively arranged for him to go 
into the ‘Tuesday night at 9 period 
upon his return in the fall, but this 
period has been sold to Eversharp- 
Schick for a new show. 

In view of the critical acclaim 
aceorded the story-telling comic, 
CBS figures it’s a cinch to land a 
new client pronto, with time avail- 
ability to be determined there and 


It was 











WILLIAM GARGAN 


Starring as “Martin Kane” 
NBC-TV (Now in 87th week) 
In Preparation for next season for 
Radio and TV 
THE PRIVATE EYE 
Contact 
Music Corporation of America 


Coy Confirmed: 
Question Raised 
If He Will Stay 


Washington, June 19. 
Nomination of Wayne Coy for & 
seven-year term as chairman of 
the FCC was confirmed by the 
Senate last week without objection. 
Action was taken Thursday (14), 
day after the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee had unani- 
mously recommended the appoint- 
ment. 

Coy’s present term expires June 
30. He has been chairmgn since 
December 29, ’47, when he took of- 
fice to fill out the unexpired term 
of Charles Denny, whe resigned to 
join NBC, 
Whether Coy will stay on for 
his full term or a large part of it 
is still a subject of speculation 
here, despite his confirmation. 
Chairman Edwin C. — (D., 
Col.) said during recent Commit- 
tee hearings on Coy’s bieninatioe 
that he knew the FCC chief had 
turned down some attractive offers 
from industry. Coy sdld he liked 
what he is doing. 
It’s expectéd that the Commis- 
sion chairman will at least see 
through the lifting of the TV freeze 
and_such important related TV 
matters as theatre video and 
Phonevision. By that time, his de- 
cision to stay on or not may be de- 
cided by the Presidential elections. 
Coy is a Democrat, and though his 
term is good for seven years as a 
Commissioner, it is likely that a 
Republican president would select 
as chairman a member of his party. 
How long Coy will stay was the 
subject of kidding by Frank M. 
(Seoop) Russell, NBC. veep, at the 
recent Johnny Gillin memorial din- 
ner here. 
take a how, Russell remarked that 
the FCC chairman had been ap- 
pointed for a new term and that 
he might stay on hegerd its expira- 
tion or the lifting of the freeze “or 
whieh ever comes first.” 


TOM A. BROOKS, HEARST 
RADIO VP.; DIES AT 46 


Tom A. Brooks,’ 46, véepee and 
general manager for William R. 
Hearst’s radio and television oper- 
ations, died suddenly of a heart at- 
tack. yesterday (Tues,) morning at 
his home in Leonia, N. J. He had 
held that post in the Hearst organ- 
ization since November, 1948. 

Only a few hours earlier he had 
received news of the FCC decision 
favoring the Hearst station, WBAL, 











In calling on Coy to]: 


_ part of wisdom to it, 
cause of its treatment of the 
Schulberg book fictionalizes F. Scott Fitzgerald's association with 
pix making and parts of it are anything but complimentary to the 

Hollywood” moguls. NBC’s initial nix was predicated on the. feel- 


ing that this was no time to invite 


blast charging unfair competition 
ture Organizations, 


i a 


+ 





Name Your Price 


Washington, June 19. 

How much is a radio station 
worth? ° 

The sale of WINX, 250-watt 
fulltimer here, for $117,500 
last week poses the question. 
Two years ago the facility was 
sold for $130,000. Seven years 
ago it was sold for $550,000 (to 
the Washington Post, now 
owners of WTOP) plus com- 
pensation for capital gains tax. 
Several years before that it 
was bought for $80,000. 

The answer, of course, is 
easy: Whatever you can get for 
it. 


WINX Sold Again, 
This Time $117,500 


Washington, June 19. 


Radio station WINX is changing 
hands again. 

Certainly the most bought-and- 
sold facility in these parts at least, 
the 250-watt fulltimer will soon 
come under the ownership of Rich- 
ard Eaton, licensee of WOOK, a 
daytimer. in suburban _ Silver 
Spring, Md., and WFAN, a metro- 
politan FM outlet in Washington. 
Payment price was $117,500, 
which indluded a forbearance con- 
tract under which Dolly and Wil- 
liam Banks, the sellers, agree, for 
a consideration of $15,000, not to 
start a co tive operation for 
two years. is the chief.com- 
petitor to WOOK in programming 
for the local Negro audience. 

This makes the fourth time that 
WINX has changed hands since 
Lawrence Heller sold the outlet to 
Eugene Meyer, chairman of the 
board of the Washington Post, in 
1944 for $550,000. Meyer wanted 
to model the station after WQXR, 
New York, and hired John S. Hayes 
away from WQXR to come down 
here and. manage it. But after 
spending several hundred thousand 
dollars more on fancy equipment 
and satellite transmitters to spread 
out the signal, he decided he need- 
ed a high-power facility and bought 
the controlling interest from CBS 
in the 50 kw WTOP, and later pur- 
chased from Bamberger & Co. its 
TV station (now WTOP-TV), Mayer 
then sold WINX to the Banks 


(Continued on page 40) 

Tums has bought a half-hour 
dramatic series, “Tums Hollywood 
Theatre,” for the Tuesday evening 
spot previously occupied by its 
“Baby Snooks.” Latter starred 
Fanny. Brice, who died last month. 

New series, which starts Sept. 


18, will use original script’. Agen- 
cy is Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample. 


Don Lee Cuts Rates 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Don Lee, nation’s largest region- 

al and affiliate of Mutual, is joining 

= ron] networks in reducing time 
og 














Baltimore, in the celebrated Blue 
Book case. 
He is survived by a wife and |, 





four children, 


Effective July 1, average of trim 
'on sliding scale is 1214%. Higher 
| slices are in reclassification of time 





~ Some Disenchanted she 


‘uNew 

Eva LeGallienne, but 
it would be the better 

/as the premiere showcase, be- 


m industry, 


the iil favor of the pix industry, 


particularly in view of the closer pix-TV ties which find the major 
film studios and the networks currying favor with one another. 
Adding to NBC’s sensitivity was its recent experience with the 
“Philco TV. Playhouse” presentation of the life of the late D. W. 
Griffith, That show, supposedly based on Griffith’s 
panned part of the modezn Hollywood economy, which brought a 


memoirs, 


from the Council of Motion Pic- 





| BMI Clinic Diagnoses Radio: Patient 
Is Healthy, ‘Can Do It-Better Than TV 


“Radio can do it better” was the 
theme of the 16th program clinic 
staged by Broadcast Music, Inc., in 


New. York City on Monday and 
Tuesday (18-19), 

That tack was stressed by many 
of the radio execs and advertising 
specialists who addressed the two- 
day parley. As expressed by Wil- 
liam Fineshriber, Jr., Mutual pro- 
gram veepee, AM can do dramatic, 
news and musical programs “better 
than TV.” Delegates, even those 
coming from non-video markets, 
said they found the sessions stimu- 
lating. 

Frank E. Pellegrin, v.p. of H-R 
Representatives, Inc., told the clinic 
that radio is bigger than ever and 
should raise its rates. TV, he said, 
is really cutting into reading of 
newspapers and magazines. Con- 
ceivably, he said, the 15-25% drop 
in newspaper readership could 
even mean a 90% drop in reader- 


ship of the dailies’ advertising 
copy. 
A call to all stations — both af- 


filiates and indies—to be more in- 
dependent was voiced yesterday 
(Tues.) by Charles W. Siverson, 
= director of WHAM, Roch- 
ester. 


Siverson urged station program 
directors to use “more independ- 
ent thinking, more independent 
selling, more independent pro- 
gr ” Merely following the 
format of ‘stations that are success- 
ful won’t work, he said. If an outfit 
has clicked with a format of music 
and news, there’s more to it than 
just those two elements. ‘Newscast- 
ers have to be trained men who 
know. news values, can write deftly 
and read convincingly. Disk 
jockeys have to be experts in se- 
lecting tunes and have warmth, 
friendliness and humor. 
Broadcaster urged selling pro- 
grams on a participation basis rath- 
er thar single hip. Former 
arrangement, he stressed, gives the 
station control of content and tal- 
ent, keeps him in business if one 
or two clients cancel, avoids dif- 
ficulty of re-selling to a new client 
who might worry about the former 
sponsor identification and broadens 
the base so that smaller a.vertisers 
can use radio. 


Nielsen Steps Up TV 
Ratings to 3 Weeks; 





A. C. Nielsen has speeded up de- 
livery of his national television 
ratings, which has the AM research 
boys griping.. th .the current 
issue, the tele Nielsens are being 
‘| released three weeks after the con- 
clusion of the period. Report is- 
sued Thursday (14) covered the two 
weeks ending May 26. 


In radio, however, the program- 
mers had only gotten the. report for 
the week of May 6-12, five weeks 
after the rated period. The AM 
networks don’t like it, especially 
as they have been ‘paying 60-70% 
more since early this year. Radio- 
ites have been stumping for some 
time to have the audience data 
more quickly, but they feey that 
for the TV report to scoop the AM 
report is tantamount to “discrimi- 
nation.” 

._TV ratings, of Coles hs a 
smaller area goose and, 
because of the fewer (snl in- 
volved, can be ere more 





—-|periods. _ 


| speedily. 


Still 5-Week AM Lapse ’ 
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are being told to lay off. 


since *they’re laying it on the line 
be confined to the client’s 


on their last several shows, have 
Copa’s telephone number), plus 


they? The webs say things will be 


Hideaway eatery on east side N. Y., 
Other comics figure that if M & L cam get away with it, why can’t 


These Calf Plugs 


The: continuity acceptance departments at the various TV net- 
works are becoming increasingly disturbed over the wholesale kick- 
around of cuffo plugs being tossed out by comediennes, who in turn, 


Squawks have been coming from ‘the sponsors who maintain that, 


for heavy coin, the plugs should 


products. 

Colgate, which sponsors the Sunday night NBC-TV “Comedy 
Hour,”. is reported to have registered some strong beefs with the 
network over the manner in which Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 


been indiscriminately throwing 


in gratis plugs, urging viewers to show up at the Copacabana, N. Y., 
nitery during their stay there (with a 24-sheeted display of the 


such sundry items as Danny’s 
etc. 


different next season. 





Chesterfield Sees Big TV Future 
For Somewhat Reluctant Hope 





If Chesterfield has its way, Bob + 
Hope will be no stranger to the 
NBC video lanes starting next fall. 
Ciggie company, currently en- 
trenched in the TV progranyning 
sweepstakes with its sponsorship of 
Perry Como and Arthur Godfrey, 
has been talking to NBC in terms 
of a major “high frequency” show, 
either on a weekly or every-other- 
week basis, with Hope doing as 
many of the shows as his multiple 
commitments (radio, pix, etc.) will 
permit. On the non-Hope weeks, 
Chesterfield would use other per- 
sonalities. - 

Hope did five shows last season 
for Frigidaire on the NBC-TV Sun- 
day night “Comedy Hour.” And 
while he’s reportedly agreeable to 
increasing the number next season 
under the Chesterfield banner, he 
has no desire to commit himself 
to an every-other-week deal. 

If Chesterfield goes for a major 
TV showcase on NBC next season, 
it raises the question what it will 
do about Hope’s $40,000 weekly 
radio show. 


NBC’s Be Kind To 
Crosley Stations 


NBC television, in an apparent 
effort to make certain the three 
Crosley video stations in the mid- 
west remain as prime NBC. affili- 
ates, is wooing the Crosley man- 
agement by putting three programs 
originating from WLW-T, Cincin- 
nati, on the full network. Move 
is regarded as further evidence of 
the way all four major video webs 
are making whatever concessions 
possible to their more important 
affiliates, particularly in single- 
a markets, to keep them in 
ine. 

NBC is particularly anxious to 
stay on good terms with Crosley, 
since the three stations virtually 
control the important Ohio area. 
In addition to WLW-T, Cincy, 
Crosely owns and 6 WLW- 
C, Columbus, and -D, Dayton, 
the latter being the only station 
in its area. Where NBC has 
originated shows for the network 
for various-reasons from Chicago 


(Continued on page 40) 


Maugham TV Goes Weekly, 
More Coin in NBC Coffers 


NBC-TV will reap some unex- 
pected revenue this summer with 
the decision of Tintair to switch its 
Monday night’ “Somerset Maugham 
Theatre” from a full hour alternate 
weeks to a half-hour every week. 
Tintair will be paying the regular 
half-hour time rate to the web, 
which is proportionately higher 
than the hour rate.. 

Summer series, scheduled for 

















NBC-TV’s 9 Out of 10 


(Nielsens, Week May 24) 


Milton Berle (NBC) ... 47.0 
Comedy Hour (NBC) .. 40.3 
Gillette Fights (NBC) .. 37.9 
Martin Kane (NBC) .... 36.7 
Show of Shows (NBC) .. 35.5 
Fireside Theatre (NBC) 35.3 
Show of Shows (NBC) . .34.4 
Philco Playhouse (NBC). 34.2 
Groucho Marx (NBC) .. 33.2 
Arthur Godfrey (CBS) . 32.5 





Colgate Signs For 
M4-Week Deal On 


TV ‘Comedy Hour’ 


Colgate and NBC have come to 
terms on sponsorship of the Sun- 
day night “Comedy Hour,” with 
all major differences ironed out 
over the weekend. Colgate, which 


| will pick up a time and-talent tab 
| estimated «in excess of $3,000,000, 


will assume sponsorship on a 44- 
week basis during the °51-’52 sea- 
son, starting Sept. 2. (During the 
past season Colgate sponsored 
three out of four shows, with 
Frigidaire taking the fourth, but 
bowing out of the picture now.) 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
and Eddie Cantor will be the major 
personalities getting a “Comedy 
Hour” showcasing next season, 
each being booked for 11 appear- 
ances. A Tony Martin series (exact 
number of shows still wunde- 
termined) will also be itfeorporated 
into “Comedy Hour,” with the re- 
maining segments remaining “open 
dates” for such personalities as 
Beatrice Lillie and others on the 
NBC talent roster not committed 
to. other shows, such as “All-Star 
Revue,” etc. 


SATEVEPOST’S NBC-TV 





BUY DESPITE RIVALRY 


NBC television wrapped up two 
more sponsors this week, pacting 
with the Saturday Evening Post to 
bankroll a second edition of “Meet 
the People” Tuesday nights at 8 
during the summer and with the 
National Biscuit Co. for the 
Wednesday night stanza of “Kukla, 


Fran and Ollie,” which was recent- |: 


ly vacated by Ford. With “Kukla” 

















ALL DEPARTMENTS 
TO BE SPLIT UP 





CBS is putting the finishing 
touches to its new “Operations 
Future” blueprint, representing 


the most. drastic overhauling in the 
network’s history. 

With the acquisition of the Hy- 
tron Corp., and its incorporation 
into the Columbia Broadcasting 
System as a separate division, put- 
ting CBS into the set manufactur- 
ing business, the new ‘blueprint, 
scheduled for announcement in 
about a week, will result in a com- 
plete split down the middle, with 
five separate organizations func- 
tioning. These will include CBS- 
AM, with own president; CBS-TV, 
with its own titular head; the set 
manufacturing division; a separate 
category for  owned-and-operated 
stations, and the Columbia Rec- 
ords subsidiary. 

Frank Stanton, president of 
CBS, will move into a new opera- 
tional sphere as overall head of 
the divided operations. Everybody 
in all departments will be “split 
up,” with only Stanton and one 
other scheduled for “integrated” 
activities. The other is Harry 
Ackerman, who as a sort of general 
vice-president, will head up the 
entire Coast operation. including 
AM and TY. programming. 

Jack VanVolkenburg “will go in 
as No. 1 man of the TV network. 
Presently v.p. in charge of sales for 
both AM and TV, he will in turn 
designate a head of TV sales and 
a head of AM sales. Similarly, 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., presently 
veepee in charge of AM-TV pro- 
gramming, will be “split down the 


4 middle,” taking over the TV pro- 


graniming operation, with an AM 
programming chief still to be des- 
ignated. 

Who will take over as president 
of CBS-AM is still to be deter- 
mined, with likelihood that an 
outsider” wiil be brought into the 
operation. 

Reorganization of the adminis- 
trative setup may also alter the op- 
erational duties assigned to the 
20th floor echelon of veepees, in- 
cluding Howard Meigham, who re- 
turns to N. Y. upon completion of 
his Coast duties; Joseph Ream, ex- 
ecutive veepee; Larry Lowman, 
Adrian Murphy and Daniel T. 
O’Shea, the ex-David O. Selznick 
aide _ who joined CBS several 
months. back. 


Wit ti ) 9 | iti ‘ 
-Amm—Black Ink 
Few changes in DuMont’s operat- 
ing procedure or programming are 


expected in the wake of the ap- 
pointment this week of Chris J. 





Witting as director of the web, to | show 


succeed Commander Mortimer E. 
Loewi. Witting told Variety that 
he plans to put his chief immediate 
emphasis on bringing DuMont’s 
broadcasting operation into the 
black. As a result, he said, DuMont 


write advertisers by offering con- 
cessions in an attempt to get the 
big shows. 

Loewi resigned to become exec 
assistant to Dr. Allen -B. DuMont, 
prez of DuMont Labs, the position 
he held going over to the 

‘division in 1948. Witt- 
ing was formerly general manager 





"TV Actors Taken’ by Agents, Is Claim: 





Kickbacks,’ Excessive Fees Cited 


at 





Executive Hams 

Everybody. appears to be 
getting into the TV act these 
days—including the behind- 
the-scenes executive opera- 
tors. Sunday’s (17) appearance 
of CBS program veepee Hub- 
bell Robinson, Jr., on the third 
anni performance of Ed Sulli- 
van’s “Toast of the Town,” 
. followed by a week the per- 
sonal appearance put in by 
Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, 
NBC’s top TV man, on the sea- 


son’s windup of the Sid 
Caesar-Imogene Coca “Show 
of Shows.” 


Week before that. the four 
network presidents, NBC’s Jo- 
seph H. McConnell, CBS’ 
Frank Stanton, ABC’s Robert 
Kintner, and Mutual’s Frank 
White, plus DuMont’s Morti- 
mer Loewi; harmonized on the 
televised blood donation bene- 
fit performance. 


John Royal To 
Retire in Aug.; 
To Be Consultant 


John F. Royal, NBC vice-presi- 
dent who joined the network back 
in 1930 as programming head,. will 
be retired in August, under the 
network’s compulsory retirement 
plan. Actually Royal reaches the 
retirement age July 4, but he 
doesn’t plan to wind up until about 
a month later. 

It’s understood that Royal will 
be retained by the network as a 
consultant. 

Fact that Royal is due for re- 
tirement shortly has been an open 
secret around the network for some 
time. Virtually the last of the NBC 
“old guard,” his functions as 
veepee have been somewhat nebu- 
lous under the new administrative 
regime. 

Royal joined the network when 
NBC acquired WTAM, Cleveland, 
as an owned-and-operated station 
back in 1930. At that time Royal 
was associated with the Cleveland 
station. A veteran showman long 
identified with Keith-Albee, Royal’s 
entry into NBC is credited with 
clin gy A = ig an Ph 

owma p into oO, marking 
the bow of the essional into 
AM, -he himself having been re- 
sponsible for bringing into the me- 
dium performers groundéd in solid 
values. Subsequent- 
ly, agents and other behind-the- 
scenes operators from other 
spheres of show biz followed him 
into radio, helping establish many 
of the program patterns that served 
the medium through the years. 


Auto-Lite May Sub ‘Irma’ 
_ For ‘Suspense’ on AM 


Auto-Lite Co., sponsors of the 
radio and TV versions of “Sus- 
pense” on CBS, is mulling a pos- 
sible pickup of “My Friend Irma.” 
This would be a replacement for 
the AM edition of “Suspense.” 
Cecil & Presbrey, agency on the 








+ Actors in television are gripinr 


because agents in the video field 
aren’t licensed and are charginr 
“excessive commissions.” Some 
thespers also allege that a few 
agents collect commissions on jobs 
they don’t obtain and “kick back” 
a portion to casting directors. 
Matter is on the agenda to be cov- 
ered at the New York membership 
meeting of Television Authority 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


TVA has been so busy gettinre 
other. matters squared away that 
it hasn’t yet started to license 
agents. However, it’s expected 
that authorization to license and 
control agents in tele will come 
after the membership meeting. 

Actors beef that “any Tom, Dick 
or Harry” can set himself up as a 
casting organization. -When they 
get a call from a program needing 
performers, they send up séveral 
clients, Whichever of the latter 
gets the part pays the commission, 
which in some cases goes as high 
as 15%. What the actors are grip- 
ing about is that the situation dif- 
fers from personal representation. 
since the agent can recommend 
several persons for the ro‘e, and 
he is not handling the talent’s 
business affairs or fighting for 
higher salaries, which earns a per- 
sonal manager his higher fee. 

An additional sore point is that 
the agent can collect his per- 
centage for years, if the player 
gets a longterm pact. On the 
other hand, in Actors Equity the 
agent gets his 5% for only 10 
weeks, unless he has a special 
franchise and gets the client over 
$125 a week. In TV, some agents 
ask performers for an extra 5% 
on the basis of doing publicity, 
which some actors feél isn’t worth 
the nick. 

Then, too, the actors charge that 
on a few shows everyone hired has 
to pay a commission to a particu- 
lar agent, even if the outfit didn’t 
send the thesper for the part. It’s 
charged that there is a “kickback 
racket” between the casting direc- 
tor on these airers and the agent. 


Another complaint is that some 
agents are getting a cut even when 
their clients are paid the mini- 
mum. Practice in radio, set by the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, limits commissions to jobs 
paid above-scale. It’s also claimed 
that some artists are paying good 
commissions to agents although 
the ‘latter don’t guarantee them a 
minimum annual income. In other 
fields, it’s usual for actors to pay 
the management commission only 
if they earn more than a stipu- 
lated figure. 

These actors want TVA to get in 
and police the field, saying that 
some agents turned down for 
licenses in legit, radio or other 
fields are operating in video. 


Revamp for 456 
Melton TV Show 


The James Melton Thursday 
night TV show for Ford Dealers 
on NBC is undergoing some re- 
vamping, with Charles Friedman 
stepping out as producer-director. 
Successor is still being sought by 
J. Walter Thompson, agency on the 
account, and Melton, who controls 
the package. Understood that a 
settlement for $5,200 was made on 
Friedman’s contract. Bob Sidney 
has resigned as show’s choreo- 
grapher, with Catherine Littlefield 
going in as successor. 

Meanwhile, show may undergo 
some streamlining during its sum- 





“Ford Television Theatre” 
“Kukla, Fran & Ollie”), it’s re- 
ported that the rating payoff is 
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FCC Turns Cold Shoulder to Benton 


dea; Would Prolong Freeze 





Washington, June 19. 4 


Sen. ktesay Benton's reopen 
for uick Congre vesti- 
sation of the impact of TV and a 
further delay in lifting the freeze 
until Congress makes its findings, 
zot the cold shoulder last Week 
from the FCC. 

In behalf of the Commission ma- 
jority, FCC Chairman Wayne Coy 
advised Sen. Edwin C. Johnson 
4D., Col.), chairman of the Inter- 
state Commerce Committee, that | 
he anticipetes the final TV alloca- | 
tions will be made around Oct. 1, 
ond that it would be unlikely the | 
Senate would act by that time. Be- | 
sides, he said, tae Benton inquiry | 
would interfere with FCC plans 
‘or a partial lifting of the freeze, | 
which may be effected before th | 
final allocations. 

Benton's proposal calls for an | 
inquiry inio TV programming, FCC 
allocation policies, the sufficiency | 
of the educational set-aside, etc. Ti 
expresses the “sense of the Senate 
that the Commission hold up the | 
lifting of the 





freeze at least 90 | 
days pending results of the investi- | 
gation. 
«Coy. said the Commission is 
aware of TV programming prob- | 
lems and for that reason is calling | 
a public conference, the date to 
pe scheduied later, on the role of 
the medium in serving public 
needs. “The possibility of the im- 
provement of TV programming by 
TV stations will most certainly be 
explored at this conference,” he 
said. 
Freeze Delay Harmful 

The FCC chairman expressed 
fear that if the Benton proposal 
were adopted, “considerable time” 
would be devoted to acting on 
whatever recommendztions would 
come out of the inquiry. “Any de- 
lay in lifting the freeze which has 
prevented the expansion of TV 
service since September, 1948,” 
he said, “would harm the public.” 


Commissioner Frieda Hennock 
disagreed with her colleagues. “I | 
believe it is vital,” she said, “that 
there now be a full-scale study of | 
the entire, many-sided question of | 
television.” The potential use of | 
channels for education and the 
need for cultural programs, she | 
added, should be investigated to} 
the “fullest extent” before “‘pat- | 
terns and policies are sotidified.” 
The Commission allocation pro- | 





ceedings, she said, do not meet the under NCAA regulation permitting 


fundamental. issues raised. 


Miss Hennock said it cannot be | 
assumed that educational stgtions 
will solve TV program problems. 
The Commercial broadcasters, she 
asserted, “are not to be relieved o: 
their public service responsibilitics 
to provide a well-rounded program 
service.” 

The agency’s plan to hold a pub- 
lic conference, she added, is not 
“adequate reason” for tabling the 
Benton proposal. The Commission, 
she said, “still has not brought the 
conference close to reality.” Be- 
sides, she added, “a prepared vol- 
untary conference cannot take the 
place of a searching inquiry by a 
Congressional body.” 


Lux Drops Plan to Put 
‘Screen Guild Players’ 





In ‘Radio Theatre’ Slot 


Holiywood, June 19. 


Lever Bros. has abandoned its 
plan, revived from last year, to 
sponsor “Screen Guild Players” in 
the “Lux tadio. Theatre” time. 
Any hope oi putting the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund show on the 
Lever budget was dissipated fol- 
lowing a meeting attended hy 
Cornwell 


and Mickey Rockiord of MCA, sell- 
ing agents for the Guild show, and 
Jean Hersho!t, prez of the Relief 
Fund. 

Discussions had been progress- 
ing for several weeks, and the cli- 
max came when it was announced 
that Lux would continue its present 
format and on the same basis of 
operation as for the past 17 years, 
Forthwith, Jackson booked Irene 
Dunne in “Mudlark” as next sea- 
son’s opener after the show's hiatus 
through July and August... MCA 
is said to have e new’plan for sell-< 
ing Relief Fund show, dropped 
after a year of sustaining by ABC. 


Grabhorn Named As 
Director of NARTSR 


National Assn. of Radio & Tele- 
vision. Station Representatives, 
whose activities have been some- 
what restricted in recent months 
due to the illness of managing di- 
rector Tom Flanagan, will get back 
into high gear withthe appoint- 
ment of Murray Grabhorn as Flan- 
agan’s successor. 

Grabhorn, who has been in radio 
since 1928, until recently had been 
a veepee at ABC in charge of the 
web’s o-and-o stations, spot sales 
and co-op depatrment, and had 
been. picked only this month as 
general manager of WPTR, Albany, 
but withdrew to take the NARTSR 
post. His first chore for the rep 
organization, after meeting with its 
full membership, was joining the 


>| subcommittee that met with a 
' group from the Affiliates Commit- 


tee on methods of combatting at- 

tacks on radio’s rate structure. 
NARTSR has drawn up a list of 

projects for Grabhorn to get roll- 


Loyola Grid 2006 
Chevvy Guarantee 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Loyola University has sold teevee 
rights to football games to Chevro- 
let Dealers for KNBH beaming. 
Understood sponsor is guarantee- 
ing gate up to $200,000. NBC sta- 
tion is. getting fulltime rate, with 
Chevy also picking up the tab for 





camera pickup and other incident- 


als. Bob Kelly will call games with 


Under arrangement it’s said Chev- 
with Rube Samuelson providing 


color. Under arrangement it’s said 


| Chevrolet stands to lose only mod- 


est sum because of past attendance 
at Loyola games. 

Catholic school, not bound by 
NCAA tele ban, will play home 
games in Rose Bowl. In grid pack- 
age are six home games. Three 
up north. 

NBC and CBS are in spirited bid- 
ding for USC-Notre Dame game 


televising one ‘game during season. 


‘CORLISS ARCHER’ GETS 





With. Camels dropping 


- Julius " 
of WOR, has been ested 
; n e , an ie ~ 
sion Sx , succeedi David 


pern. 

Other officers are Warren Caro, 
of the Theatre Guild, who stays on 
as. veepee; Claude Barrere, indie 
packager, secretary (he’s also sec- 
retary of N. Y. Radio Executives 
Club), and Archibald U. Braun- 
feld, accountant, reelected treas- 
urer, 


Football Video. 
Muddled; U. of P. 
Backtracking 


Television football situation this 
week grew more confused, with in- 
dications pointing to the prob- 








i top gates with or without TV, be- 


CBS-TV TUES. NICHE 


the 


ability that the U. of Pennsylvania 
| will abandon its maverick attitude 
| regarding live TV of its games 
,and climb back into the National 
| Collegiate Athletic Assn. fold. With 
Notre Dame, originally believed 
most likely to follow Penn in okay- 
ing TV football, still undecided 
about its stand, it’s expected that 
t! NCAA moratorium on live TV 
will go through this season. 

Feelit.g in the trade is that any- 
thing may happen. It was rumored 
that if Penn still decides to break 
away from the NCAA, then Army 
and Navy also might okay televis- 
ing of the games. Two service 
schools, it was pointed out, are 
in a particularly good position, 
since they belong to no specific 
conference but play teams from all 
sections of the country. In addition, 
they can be counted on to draw 


cause of the tremendous amount 
of interest generated by the cadets 
and midshipmen. 

Intimations that Penn. wants to 
play footsie once more with the 
NCAA was furnished this week 
by Penn prexy Harold E. Stassen, 
who said the college would co- 
operate if the U. S. Attorney-Gen- 
eral rules the NCAA moratorium 
plan is legal. While he reiterated 
his support of the original Penn 
stand, he declared that the school 


“will _not permit any national 
organization to say dictatorially 
‘television is banned—and you 


must stop what you are doing’.” 

Stassen added: “Surely if this 
ban is illegal, it should be dropped 
immediately. If it is legal, even 
though we think it unwise, Penn 
will cooperate for this year and 
argue it out on the floor at the 
next NCAA convention.” Similar 
stand has been taken by Notre 
Dame, although ND still has not 
made known its final decision. 


| televise 


“Vaughn Monroe Show” Tuesday 
nights on CBS-TV after the July 3 
broadcast, the web has decided to 
fill the 9 to 9:30 period. the rest 
of. the summer with “Meet Corliss 
Archer,” video version of its vet- 
eran radio. pacKage. Program wil? 
‘hold down the time starting July 
|10 until the fall, when Eversharp- 
| Schick moves in With a new show 
jnot yet selected. 

“Corliss,” incidentally, #s to be 
aired in that period only in the 
eastern stations. Kroger has picked 
up the series as a summer replace- 
ment Thursday nights for the 
“Alan Young Show” in the mid- 
west, which means CBS affiliates 
in the midwest will be forced to 
find another show for the Tuesday 








Standard Oil Hangs Onto 
Summer Midwest Slot To 


Keep Split-Web King Deal 


Chicago, June 19. 
NBC-TV apparently drove a 
hafd, bargain with Standard Oil 
of Indiana on the renewal of the 
Wayne King show. Thursday night 
musical stanza is beamed on a 


regional midwest 10-station hook- 
up, covering the oil company’s dis- 
tribution area. To keep the split- 


night opening, 


Ford Theatre Hour’ - - 





Toronto, June 19. 





tions on the 9-10 
night slot. Last 


(EST) 
season, 


highest listening 
favorite’ of 


heard in Canada. 





tiow again by Mary Muir. 


Renewed in Canada 


Alan Savage, producer, and Ford 
| Motors of Canada, Ltd., have inked 
Jackson and Kenneth: a renewal pact for the third con- 
Hinks of the '‘tnompson agency, | secutive 32 weeks of.“Ferd The- 
acting for Lever; Lew Wasserman | atre Hour,” to be resumed in the 
fall on a coast-to-coast web of 40 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp... sta- 
Friday 
“Ford 
Theatre Hour” in its presentation 
of dramas and comedies scored 
rating as top 
Canadian-produced 
shows; was seventh in popularity 
listings of all American top shows 


In . addition. te Alan Savage's 
‘third season’ renewal as director- 
producer, Lucio Agostini and his 
18 men are.in again for musical 
background, with . techn’ cal opera-. 


web arrangement for next season 
in the face of a pending ‘full-web 
sellout, Standard is hanging onto 
ths 9:30 to 10 slot this summer 
during, King’s eight-week layoff. 
Heretofore, bankroller also took a 
summer hiatus. 

Thege’s some possibility that 
NBC may peddle the King show 
on the eastern Teg of the net- 
work this fall. According to Ameri- 
can Research Bureau figures, the 
King stanza has slowly smoved up 
in audience acceptance until it now 
ranks ninth, and NBC figures it 
would have little difficulty selling 
the property if arrangements 
could be worked out with Standard 
Oil for sharing sponsorship. MCA 
is currently handling the deal. 

Meanwhile, bankroller has pur- 
chased a dramatic series house 
package which starts July 5 as 
the hiatus.filler. Series, tentatively 
titled “Standard Oil. Playhouse,” 
will be based: on adaptations : of 
short. stories.... Robert. Breen of 
Northwestern. U. will ‘do the ‘re- 


— 


- TStations to Be 


Southwest Conference 
Goes Along With NCAA 


Dallas, June 19. 

The Southwest Conference’s tel- 
evision plans will not be affected 
by any decision made by other 
schools, according to the executive 
secretary of the group. The ques- 
tion was raised when the an- 
nouncement was made that. Penn 
was planning to go ahead and tele- 
vise its football games in defiance 
of the NCAA. 

The Southwest Conference 
adopted the same plan as last year 
of televising only sellout games. 
Under the NCAA plan, each schgol 
would be allowed to televise one 
home game, regardless of whether 
it was a sellout. According to the 
local group, in the event any 
Southwest Conference had a sec- 
ond sellout game and wanted to 
it, application could be 
made to the NCAA to permit it. 


See 2506 Bid For 
Rose Bow! Rights 


Hollywood, June 19. | 
When the hammer falls July 31 | 
one of the networks will have 
bought exclusive radio and tele- 
vision rights to the Rose Bowl 
game. That it will be knocked 
down for somewhere around 
$250,000 is the most popular guess. 
Tournament of Roses and Pacific 
Coast Conference have . thrown 
open the New Year’s day football 
classic to bidding for coast-to- 
coast radio and TV broadcast. 


Networks were advised that tele- 
vision rights to the grid classic will 
not be sold for theatre screening 
or wherever admission is charged. 
This was made plain following re- 
ports from the east that success of 
the Joe Louis-Lee Savold theatre- 
TV. would cue deals for other out- 
standing sports events. 


This does not, however, rule out 
the possibility of theatres carrying 
the big game live on their screens. 
Network which makes the highest 
bid could throw she game open to 
theatres-for added circulation to 
make the investment profitable for 
the sponsor. But exclusive tieup 
for theatres was said be out of the 
question. 

Considered highly probably in 
the event CBS wins the bid, that 
game would be the first major 
sports event to be televised in 
color across the nation: 


Nets have been told that bids 
will be considered for only the 
combined coverage by radio and 
TV and on a basis of one, two and 
three years. The 250G estimate 
would be surpassed on the second 
and third years because of the in- 
crease in TV set volume. Split 
bids between radio and television 
will be entertained for the next 
New Year’s day game because of 
the uncertainty of the relay link 
with the cable. Long lines divi- 
sion of the telephone company, 
however, has given positive assur- 
ance that the nation will be 
spanned by year’s end but as for 
the world series being beamed here 
live the outlook isn’t too promising. 

Bidders of the big game will be 
restricted to a single sponsor on 
radio but multiple underwriting on 
video. Reason for plural sponsor- 
ship on TV is believed grounded 
in the high cost of the project 
when time and cable charges are 
added. 

Bidding starts July 1 and closes 
July 31. NBC, CBS and ABC will 
try to outguess eath other or? how 
much it will take: to swing the 
Coast’s top sports event. 


EVERSHARP TAKES CBS 





‘ 








‘CBS last week wrapped up a cli- 
ent for the Tuesday night 9 to.9:30 
TV segment when | Eversharp- 
Schick bought the time to plug its 
razor blades. New client ‘moves 
into the time in the fal... - 

Kudner agency, which . handles 
‘the account, is currently sho 
-around for a 








writes .and; the; marrations. : 
| Mills produces. ‘ 


- Ted. 


Legality of FCC Power t 


TUES. AT 9 TV SEGMENT 


Argued Next Week 


Washington, June 19. 

FCC’s authority to allocate TV 
stations on a city-by-city basis and 
to reserve channels for educational 
purposes will be the subject of oral 
arguments before the Commission 
June 28. 

Acting on several petitions chal- 
lenging the legality of the. alloca- 


tion method, the agency will con- 
sider arguments as to whether: the 
Communications Act gives. the 
Commission authority which.it has 
previously exercised in its assign- 
ments for FM stations. 

In ordering the hearing, the 
Commission said it “does not pres- 
ently contemplate” that the pro- 
ceedings ‘will result in any sub- 
stantial delay” in going ahead with 
its TV allocations hearings, which 
are scheduled to start July 9. 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson 
(D. Col.) of the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee recently 
urged the Commission to immedi- 
ately dispose of the legality ques- 
tion, in the interest of saving time 
and money for the government and 
for TV. applicants. Johnson ex- 
pressed fear that. some disap- 
pointed applicant might go to 
court and delay lifting of the 
freeze, 


The Senator is said to feel that, 
in view of the legality questions 
raised by the Federal Communica- 
tions Bar Assn., the Commission 
should either settle the issue or, if 
it cannot, ask Congress for legis- 
lation to affirm its authority. 


Following the oral argument, the 
Commission will have to decide 
whether or not it has the authority 
to issue an assignment table and 
to’ reserve channels for education, 
If it finds, on the basis of the are 
guments, that it has the power, it 
can go ahead with its allocation 
hearings on schedule. Otherwise, 
it will either have to revise its 
method of allocating channels or 
seek legislation. This might result 
in some delay in proceeding with 
the TV hearings. 
Brunt of Attack 


FCBA will carry the brunt of 
the attack on the allocation table 
which will be defended by the 
Joint Committee on Educational 
Television. It is expected that the 
Commission’s- authority will also 
be supported by DuMont, which 
has proposed an alternative alloca- 
tion plan, and possibly by CBS. 

In its order scheduling oral ar- 
guments, the Commission turned 
down objections to its proposal to 
require 31 TV stations now on the 
air to shift their channels. Agency 
said the fear in a peti- 
tion by WKMH of Dearborn, Mich., 
that the plan may further delay 
lifting the freeze “is clearly not 
an argument based on the legality 
of the Commission’s action, but 
rather an argument, based on pure- 
ly hypothetical facts, that the ac- 
tion taken by the Commission was 
unwise.” 

WKMH had contended that the 
FCC requirement. that the 31 sta- 
tions “show cause” why they 
should not move to specified ch4n- 
nels will result in formal hearings 
and possibly litigation. Most of 
the affected stations havc notified 
the Commission they will ~make 
the shift, but some have objecied 
on the ground that substantial ex- 
penses are involved and that set 
owners would be required to ad- 
just their antennas. A few others 
suggested changes in pr 
area allocations which would make 
it unnecessary for them to move, 
or require them to.move up or 
down only one channel. ; 


Strike Dwarfs KFI-TV 
To 37 Hours a Week 
' As More Shows Ankle 


Hollywood, June 19. 
KFI-TV programming, which 
consumed about. 90 hours weekly 
when TVA began pieketing after 
the videoutlet refused to sign pact, 
is now down to about 37 hours. . 
Latest to leave is “Songo” hour- 








| period. 


pping 
show to install in the} 


bi Pine y continued on 



















Legal Battle in FCC Ranks on Status — 


OF G. A. Richards News-Slanting Case 


Washington, June 19. 

Whether the death of G. A. Rich- 
ards washes out the FCC’s news- 
slanting’ case, turned into a legal 
battle last week between Commis- 
sion General Counsel Benedict P. 
Cottone and Hearing Examiner 
James D. Cunningham. 


Latter issued a surprise initial 
decision ordering the proceedings 
dismissed on the ground that the 
issues are now “moot.” Cottone 
came back with a strong protest 
to the Commission, urging that the 
ruling be set aside as “an illegal 
document outside the Examiner's 
authority.” 

Cottone took sharp issue with 
Cunningham’s assertion that notifi- 
cation to the FCC on May 28 that 
Richards had died “renders moot 
all the questions presented under 
the issues of the proceeding,” since 
the “sole inquiry” concerned Rich- 
ards’ qualifications, as majority 
stockholder, as licensee of the sta- 
tions involved (WJR in Detroit, 
WGAR in Cleveland and KMPC in 
Los Angeles). 


Cottone said this isn’t necessarily 
so, since there’s still the question 
of the effect of the Richards poli- 
cies on the operation of the sta- 
tions. He cited testimony from the 
hearings that the present manage- 
ment contemplated no change in 
policies. Furthermore, he pointed 
out; the Commission has refused to 
allow. stations to be transferred 
until issues in pending proceedings 
have: been determined. Thus, Cot- 
tone indicated, Cunningham must 
write his decision on Richards’ 
qualification and let the Commis- 
sion decide whether the stations 
can be passed on to the estate or 
to whomever the transfer applica- 
tion will stipulate. 


Cottone’s protest was made in a 
petition in which he was joined 
by Curtis B. Plummer, chief of 
the agency's new Broadcast Bu- 
reau, and Frederick W. Ford, Com- 
mission counsel, who assisted Cot- 
tone in presenting the Govern- 
ment’s case at the hearings in L. A. 


Directors May 
Strike DuMont 


New York local of the Radio- 
Television ‘Directors Guild (AFL) 
has voted to strike against the Du- 
Mont network for a contract. New- 
man H. Burnett, executive secre- 
tary of the N. Y. local and national 
executive director, gave DuMont 
notice yesterday "(Tues.) that a 
strike might take place at any 
time. Burnett met with DuMont 
toppers yesterday morning and 
again late yesterday afternoon. 

Union said that after many 
months of negotiation, 
signed an interim agreement with 
RTDG on Jan. 25, covering wages, 





‘pact, 
culminated in the present dispute. 





ARMY AIR FORCE GRABS 
BILL STERN’ AT $3,500 


Bill Stern, whose Friday night 


of sponsor- 
ship, has landed a new bankroller. 
It’s the Army Air Force, which has 
beught the show for. 26 weeks, 


4 





DuMont. 


| NAM’s “It’s Y¥ 





vv 


Robson Back to CBS 


William N. Robson goes back on 
the CBS_payroll as producer-di- 
rector. He left New York for the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.), where 
he’ll do a summer radio series 
tabbed “Operation Danger.” 

Counter-espionage series goes 
into the Tuesday night at 9 period 
starting June 26. 


Fringe Nite Time 
Released by CBS 
For Affiliate Sale 


More and more so-called. radio 
fringe time may be turned over by 
the networks during coming months 
to local stations, as one way for 
the webs to solve their non-spon- 
sorship blues. With the nets having 
difficulty selling the cream periods, 
let alone the fringe time, the af- 
filiates have been clamoring for 
more local options, on the assump- 
tion that they can sell it for their 
full rate cards and thereby earn 
more than they could even if the 
nets could find a sponsor. 


One such straw in the wind was 
disclosed this week by CBS, with 
the news that it will give up the 
10:45 to 11 p.m. cross-the-board 
slot to local stations, starting July 
2, Web has had a bankroller for 
that period only on Mondays, when 
Camels sponsored the “Bob Hawk 
Show.” Rest of the week was filled 
with dance band remotes. With 
Camels taking a hiatus on the Hawk 
program, the web decided to give 
in to its affiliates by deeding them 
the time. Web execs insist, how- 
ever, that they retain the right 
to regain it whenever they want 
and, at the most, the arrangements 
with affiliates will last only for the 
summer, 


Web’s N. Y. flagship, WCBS, has 
already decided to the slot with 
a new series featuring Galen Drake. 
Show is to be sold 1 on a par- 
ticipation basis and the sales- 
men reportedly are ed the inking 
stage with several bankrollers for 
various segments. 

Somewhat similar problem con- 
fronts NBC, which for years en- 
joyed a map opera bonanza in 
5:30 to 6 late afternoon cigiation 
option” time. With “When a Girl 
Marries” and “Portia Faces Life” 
cancelled, 5:30 to 6 has reverted to 
sustaining time and stations are 
se la a to recapture the seg- 
ments. 


GE SETS LEVANT AS 
FRED WARING'S SUB 


Oscar Levant will get his first 
regularly-sch eftelevision show 
lacement for 








pianist-comedian as emcee, Panel 
of guests, mostly from opera, will 
be nted each week. 

is the orch leader on NBC's 
Paul Winchell-Jerry Mahéney show 


‘and also on the AM version of “Big 


Town.” 


os 4 
Bunting’s NAM Series 
Leaders of Bye women’s 

organizations will interview Eari 

Bunting, managing ‘director of the 

National Assn of Manufacturers, on 

inflation in a series of 12 weekly 

broadcasts on ABC, starting Satur- 

day (23) at 7:15 p.m. 

Series is second cycle of 

Business,” whieh 

mg is beaming asa public serv-. 





LONGTERMS FOR 
CHOICE SLOTS 


NBC-TV is serving notice to cli- 
ents who have a stake in the web’s 
major shows, that unless they go 
along for the full season’s 39 or 52- 
week ride next season, ‘they'll be 
cancelled out. Already two of the 
sponsors on the network’s “Satur- 
day Night Revue”—Swift and Cros- 
ley—have been obliged to check off 
because of their refusal to make 
such longterm commitments. In 
view of the waiting list for choice 
time segments, NBC lost no time 
corralling a new client—Camel 
cigarets—for one of the slots. Deal 
for a second substitute client will 
be finalized this week. 


Rule will apply to all the “tried 
and proven” video shows on the 
web, such as the Sunday night 
“Comedy Hour,” “All-Star Revue,” 
Kate Smith Show (both daytime 
and nighttime), “Saturday Night 
Revue,” ete. The action follows on 
the heels of the recent decision of 
NBC-TV execs -tc put an end to 
“concessions,” in serving notice on 
clients that henceforth they’ll have 
to solo it on picking up the full 
talent-programming tab, without 
an assist from the network. 

The network predicates its 
double-pronged maneuver on the 
following: 


(1) That these major-budgeted 
shows represent a terrific invest- 
ment, in which everybody con- 
cerned is playing for high stakes. 

(2) Since the talent itself insists 
on full season deals, there’s no 
reason why the sponsor shouldn't 
help share the heavy cost burden. 

3) The shows involved have al- 
ready proven themselves, both in 
terms of audience impact and their 
ability to sell the clients’ wares. 

(4) The revelations contained in 
the newly-released Hofstra Survey 
remove all doubts as to TV’s tre- 
mendous hold and sales impact, 
with its ready-made guarantees for 
clients, both on participating shows 
and with half-hour or full-hour 
program investments. 

(5) The jugglings and confusions 
attending cancellations after 13 
weeks are costly, both in manpow- 
er wear-and-tear and in out-of- 
pocket network coin, in the event 
the web is obliged to sustain the 


program. 

NBC recognizes that such full- 
season commitments should only 
apply to time-tested shows and we 
those “feeling their TV oats,” 
for example, the upcoming ‘Rudy 
Vallee series, which will be avail- 
able to all comers tinder 13, 36 or 
the | 39-week pacts. 


Sarnoff Sees Black, White 
As Backbone of Industry 
For ‘Many Years to Come’ 


Chicago® June 19. 
With CBS scheduled to tee off 
its color TV on a regular basis 
June 25, RCA board chairman 
Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff declared 
here last week that black and 
white video will remain the back- 
bone of the television industry for 
“many years to come.” RCA topper 
spoke at Mundelein College’s an- 

nual Catholic en Confere 





though color films have been made 
for many years, most pix are still 
in morochrome. “While color tele- 
vision is sure to come, we must 
not lose sight of the fact that there 
is still much work to be done to 
bring it even to the present state 
of black and white television,” he 


RCA head, in explaining his com- 





changes to permit 
reception of color teleeasts.. 


A 





TVA Willing to Return Non-Tele Pix 
Rule to SAG If It Wins N.Y. Election 





McConnell’s Coast 0,0. 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Joseph H. McConnell, NBC 
prexy, arrived unannounced Mon- 
day (18) and spent most of the day 
with John K. West, NBC Western 
Division veepee and Norman Black- 
burn, tele production head here for 
the net. 

After brief conference they left 
on “studio call,” giving rise to re- 
ports that the network may lease 
space for tele production until 
new plant in Burbank is erected. 

McConnell will return to N, Y. 
tomorrow (Wed.). 


Celanese Bigtime 
Tele Plunge With 
396 ‘Playwrights 


Another major entry in the TV 
network dramatic sweepstakes was 
assured last week when Celanese 
Corp. negotiated a deal for spon- 
sorship of the “Playwrights TV 
Theatre.” This is the hour-long 
weekly series in which the-top 
Broadway dramatists associated 
with the Playwrights Co., including 
Robert E. Sherwood, Elmer Rice, 
Maxwell Anderson, S. N. Behrman 
and Sidney Kingsley, will join in 
a collaborative assist. It also puts 
at the disposal of the client the 
long catalog of plays written by 
these vet showmen. 

Program, representing Celanese’s 
initial plunge inte bigtime TV, is 
reportedly a $35,000 weekly pack- | ¢ 
age, put together by the William 
Morris agency. 

Deal is still being worked out for 
network time, with Celanese stipu- 
lating that it be confined to a live- 





pickup arrangement, bypassing i ‘ 


non-cabled kinescope circuit. 
view of the virtual TV. sellout 
status of NBC and CBS, show is ex- 
pected to fall into ABC’s lap. 


NBC SILVER JUBILEE 
SERIES BOWS JUNE 23 


First on-the-air effort in NBC’s 
Silver Jubilee celebration will kick 
off with a weekly series Saturday 
(23) at 11:15 p.m. Aijirer will be 
heard at a erent time, still un- 
ee on phy one N. Y. 

Grauer with oldtime radio person- 
— engineers, writers, editors, 


Vincent Lopez; who was on the 
first NBC network airer, will guest 
on the preem, with Edwin —— 
Goldman and Paul 
skedded for future datés, Series 
will be produced by Sam Kaufman, 
directed by Jack Cleary and script- 
ed by Jack Wilson. 


Mull Buddy Rogers As. 
‘B’fast Club’ Summer Sub 


Buddy Rogers, now emceeing 
DuMont’s “Cavalcade of Bands,” 
may serve as an eight-week sub for 
Don McNeill kag ABC’s “Breakfast 
Club.” Rogers is bowing out of 
“Cavalcade” within the next couple 
of weeks to take a European vaca- 
tion and is dickering with McNeill 
now to take over the radio series 
in Chicago on his return from the 
vacation. 

His radio show, aired cross-the- 
board via WOR, N. Y., continues 
through the summer. _ 


‘Ellery Queen’ Hiatus 














Frazer. 


of interviews eS Sea Gelinas, 


+ Television Authority, which is 


challenging Screen Actors Guild 
jurisdiction for actors at 10 film, 
companies in New York, this week 
told Varrery it’s willing to give 
back jurisdiction for non-tele films 
if it wins the election. If SAG 
doesn’t want the jurisdiction for 
non-tele pix with TVA keeping con- 
trol over vidpix turned out by the 
10 outfits involved, TVA said, it will 
guarantee that SAG minimums ap- 
ply to the theatrical product. 

New TVA-SAG dispute follows 
the situation on the Coast, where 
the National Labor Relations Board 
ruled that whichever union wins 
an election will represent all per- 
formers at the studio, whether they 
work in films for TV or for reguiar 
exhibition. SAG consistently holds 
the position that “film is indivisi- 
ble” and the same union should 
represent theatrical film and TV 
films players. TVA stand has been 
that it should rep vidpic players, 
with SAG* covering non-TV film 
thespers. 

In Hollywood, SAG prez Ronald 
Reagan lashed out at TVA, saying: 
“In consenting to the N. Y. election 
on the Guild’s definition of the bar- 
gaining unit, and then in going on 
the ballot, TVA is choosing to chal- 
lenge the entire jurisdiction of the 
SAG. TVA will fail in this treach- 
erous move.” SAG has had con- 
tracts with the 10 producers in- 
volved since 1937 and said that the 
major portion of their product is 
for non-tele use. 

In N. Y., TVA executive secre- 
tary George Heller said that TVA 
did not seek the “all or none” ju- 
risdictional ruling and consented 
to the N. Y. election because a 
hearing on it would have delayed 


(Continued on page 40) 


‘Amateur Hour's 
OSeas GI Junket 


Complement of 20 representing 
talent and production staff of the 
Old Gold - sponsored “Original 
Amateur Hour” left by plane yes- 
terday (Tues.) for GI bases in Eu- 
rope, ineluding Army installations 
in England, France, Germany and 
Trieste. Troupe left from West- 
over Field, Springfield, Mass. 

Talent, ‘comprising performers 
who have appeared on “Amateur 
Hour”. AM-TV shows during the 
past season, include Danny 
son, comedy dancing emcee; Fay 
singing impressionist and 
comedienne; Ray Austin, ventro; 
White Sisters, vocal trio; Tony 
Russo, novelty instrumentalist; 
King Korn Trio, record panto 
group; Pinky Storch Rhythm 
Riders, hillbilly instrumental and 
vocal quartet, and Jackie Bright, 
billed as the “Krazy Auctioneer.” 

Troupe will be gone 10 weeks 
and the’ last two weeks’ swing of 
bases will be emceed by Ted Mack, 
who will fly over in August. 

A unit comprised of GI amateur 





_| talent, based at the varfious in- 


stallations in Europe, will be 
brought back for a regular “Ama- 
teur Hour” showcase on ABC un- 
der Old Gold sponsorship. 


Martha Scott to Preem 
6 J hd 
Clock’ Series on NBC-TV 
“The Clock,” which will serve as 
a nine-week summer replacement 
for Gulf Oil’s ‘We, the People” on 
NBC-TV, is scheduled to preem 
July 6 with Martha Scott starring 
in “Journey Along the River,” 
story by Edward Mabley and Jo- 
anna Roos. Series, sponsored at 
one time on NBC by both Lever 
Bros. and Emerson Radio, is to be 





will air the. first one July 16 on 





“Lights Out.” -which he also pto- 
duces for NBC. 
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‘Werdless Spotlight of 
Of Fair Trial, Sez Halley Re Hearings |= 


TV Safeguard 





Rudolph Halley, former chief 
counsel for the Kefauver Crime 
Committee, on Monday (18) defend-. 
ed video’s right to cover public 
hearings, and said that “the merci- 
less spotlight of TV” was the wit- 
nesses’ safeguard of a fair trial. 
Halley spoke at a meeting of the 
American Television Society in 
N. Y., along with former Judge 
Simon Rifkind, Margaret Webster 
. and N. Y. Times radio-TV editor 

Jack Gould. 

A big question, Halley said, is 
whether tele could eover a hearing 
without turning it into a circus. 
“The answer,” he declared, “is ‘we 
done it!’ The Kefauver hearings 
let the American public see some 
of their officials and some of their 
gangsters. Let’s hope it’s an ex- 
perience we won't forget.” 


Halley stressed that in the Ke- 
fauver ;.robe no one had been put 
on the stand without first having 
been interviewed in private session. 
He added that witnesses who might 
have been unfairly hurt by appear- 
ing at the televised hearings were 
not subjected to “the acid glare of 
TV.” Halley declared that in going 
before the TV cameras the com- 
mittee had placed itself on trial as 
much as any witness. 


Judge Rifkind covered three sep- 
arate areas, court trials, investi- 
gatory hearings, and hearings 
where the aim is exhibiting pre- 
viously uncovered information. The 
last, he declared, could safely be 
televised. However, he stated, 
probes and trials should not be cov- 
ered by TV. 


‘Don’t Blindfold TV’ 


“People have a right to be in- 
formed,” Rifkind said, “but not to 
peer over officials’ shoulders while 
they are working.” In court cases 
the important thing is justice, “not 
informing, educating or entertain- 
ing the public,” Rifkind said. 


Gould said, “So long as one pair 
of human eyes is admitted to a 
courtroom, TV should be permit- 
ted.” Video of itself does not de- 
stroy the dignity of the courtroom, 
Gould declared, and the country 
should become used to “the era cf 
electronic journalism.” He said: 
“Let the people see and know. 
They'll detect unfairness. -Let’s 
not blindfold TV when it’s just 
started.” , 


Miss Webster, answering Rif- 
kind’s fear that TV viewers might 
constitute a mob, said that people 
at home, “watching by two’s and. 
three’s, listening in comparatively 
cold blood, are not as swayable as 
a mob. The public knows the ring 
of truth. For myself, I would 
rather be judged on my own per- 
formance. than by a second-hand 
coverage of my case.” 

Talks were aired by WNYC. 


NLRB Orders Hearings 
On WPEN Union Hassle 
Involving ACA, IBEW 


Washington, June 19. 

National Labor Relations Board 
last week ordered further hearings 
to determine whether a question 
concerning representation existed 
when WPEN in Philadelphia signed 
a contract last year with American 
Communications Assn. as bargain- 
ing unit for its technicians. The 
Board also called for additional 
evidence to determine whether the 
employees sought to be represent- 
éd by International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers constitute an 
appropriate unit. 


Order grew out of a decision 
last April in which the Board re- 
versed an examiner's findings that 
WPEN, by renewing its contract 
with ACA while IBEW was at- 
tempting to obtain representation, 
had interfered with employees’ 
right to bargain. A motion to va- 
cate the decision was made by the 
Board’s general counsel and briefs 
were filed by the rival unions. 

Board said that upon reconsid- 
eration it believes further hearings 
are desirable “so that the case may 
be decided upon the merits rather 
than upon a technical failure of 
the evidence.” The general coun- 
sel had informed the Board he had 
evetience supporting the appropri- 
ateness of an IBEW unit, but had 
not introduced it because he “did 
not foresee that the Board would 
decide the case on an issue for 





featured in. Metro’s upcoming 
“Showboat,” drawing the initial 
honors. 


WTCN CAMERAS GOING 
TO SUMMER SCHOOL 


Minneapolis, June 19. 

As a public service, WICN-TV 
will televise summer school ses- 
sions designed to acquaint viewers 
with Minnesota history, music, lit- 
eratyre, art, sociology and science. 
Heeding the clamor for more ed- 
ucation via TV, the station will air 
the series five-times-a-week for 12 
weeks. This also continues the ed- 
ucation by television programming 
which recently won the station a 
top award in the annual VARIETY 
Showmanagement Survey, Van 
Konynenberg, WTCN general man- 
ager, points out. 


Participating in the 9:30 a. m. 
half-hour shows will be the Minne- 
sota Historical Society, Macalester 
colleges, Minneapolis Art Institute, 
University of Minnesota and St. 
Paul Science Museum. There will 
be discussions of Minnesota his- 
tory, classes in the state’s music 
and literature and sessions on Min- 
nesota art, sociological develop- 
ments and science. 


Recital Hall’ Set 
As NBC-TV Series 


NBC television will present 
what’s believed to be the first 
regularly-scheduled longhair series 
this summer, as partial replace- 
ment for the vacationing Sunday 
night “Comedy Hour.” Starting 
July 8, the web will air “Recital 
Hall” Sundays from 8 to 8:30, spot- 
lighting a different concert artist 
each week during the season. Pe- 
riod from 8:30 to 9 is to be filled 
by the educational series which 
NBC is producing in cooperation 
with the Sloan Foundation. 


While the web is pitching for 
as big names’as possible for the 
concert show, present plans are 
to keep the budget tight by re- 
stricting production values to a 
minimum. Thus, if a violinist ap- 
pears on the show, in all prob- 
ability he’ll be backed only™by a 
piano accompanist—which is the 
way he would appear in a regular 
concert hall. Series preems with 
William Warfield, Negro baritone 








ABC-TV’S 186 RAP 
IN WINE CORP. SWITCH 


Chicago, June 19. - 

ABC-TV, which has been hit 
rather hard by several client de- 
fections in the past few. weeks 
such as the Sehlitz shift to CBS- 
TV, lost out on another $18,000 
weekly hunk of business when the 
Wine Corp. of America (Mogen 
David) signed last week for the 
Wednesday night 11 to 11:30 pe- 
riod on NBC-TV. Winery ran “Can 
You Top This” on ABC-TV for 26 
weeks this past season. 

Late evening show, still to be 
selected, opens the middle of 
September on 49 stations. 

Agency is Weiss & Geller. ’ 


‘Stars Over Hollywood’ In 
Web Switch for Ennds 


“Stars Over Hollywood,” half- 
hour film series produced especial- 
ly for television which was aired 
this season on NBC, moves to CBS 
next month under sponsorship of 
Ennds, new deodorant product. 
Show is schedul d to preem on 
CBS in mid-July, taking over the 
Friday night 10:30 slot occupied 
until recently by “We Take Your 
Word.” 

“Stars” was bankrolled*on NBC 
this year by Armour Meat Packing. 





nesday night 10:30 to 11 slot start- 
ing in the fall with “Garroway at 
Large,” which in turn moves over 
from Sunday nights on NBC. 


Cleveland — Mannie Eisner, 
WGAR flack, has moved to the 
station’s sales department succeed-* 
ing Elmer Wayne, who moves over 
to the sister station, WJR, as sales 





Sponsor is replacing it in the Wed- | 


Wednesday, June 20, 1951 





Tom Mix Vidi 






The estate of Mix ry yey 
set a 

Richard Po er, who re- 

cently formed n Pictures, 


for the filming of a series of west- 
erns bearing Mix’s name for video. 
A search is now underway to find 
an actor to play the Mix role. 

Polimer aired to New York with} 
the first three completed scripts 
to confab with agencies and spon- 
sors. David Todd, Jr., will be 
production manager of the west- 
erns, which will be shot on loca- 
tion in color. 


TV Webs Contract 
For Southwest Tie 


Dallas, June 19. 

NBC has contracted for full time 
circuits to bring six southwestern 
TV outlets into its national TV 
network, according to Martin 
Campbell, general manager of 
WFAA-TV. ABC is expected to 
announce a similar contract this 
week, with DuMont to follow, ac- 
cording to Campbell. 


Carleton D. Smith, NBC veepee, 
has told Texas outlets that his net- 
work’s contract with the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. would 
make possible an immediate start 
on construction of the necessary 
microwave and coaxial cable facili- 
ties. Regular service to the south- 
western outlets will be possible by 
late 1952. Some of the station 
managers move this up to early in 
1952. 

The coaxial cable is already in 
use for long-distance telephone 
service between Dallas and the 
east, but to. modify it for tele- 
vision is aSlow and highly expen- 
sive process. 

Stations which are to be inter- 
connected in the southwest include 
KOTYV, Tulsa, Okla.; WKYT, Okla- 
homa City, ‘Okla; WFAA-TV, 
Dallas; WBAP-TV, Fort Worth, 
Tex.; WOAI-TV, San Antonio, and 
KPRC-TV, Houston. 

It was understood from some of 
the television men that microwave 
relays would be utilized to bring 
the programs to the southwest 
from both the east and the west 
coast. 


Benny Troupe to Assist 
In Teeoff of $5,000,000 
Memphis Plough Plant 


Memphis, June 19. 

Plough, Inc., w.k. drug firm here 
and owners of WMPS, Memphis 
ABC affiliate, is going all-out in a 
full-scale splurge in teeing off its 
new $5,000 plant. 

Abe Plough, prexy of both the 
drug company and the AM outlet 
here, has booked Jack Benny for 
a three-day appearance, backed by 
a group of vaude and radio stars. 
Benny and his troupe arrive here 
Thursday (26) and will entertain 
the Plough guests and employees 
at a couple of private shindigs for 
two days. 

On Saturday (22) Benny and his 
group will stage a two-hour show 
at City Auditorium here for the 
general public. With Benny will be 
Artie Auerbach, “Mr. Kitzel,” of 
his radio show; Bieber Dancers, Bor- 
rah Minevitch’s Rascals, and others. 
Charlie Barnet and his orch will 
furnish music and also play for a 
special dance for customers fol- 
lowing the show, . 

Other celebs coming here for the 

for Plough are Sen. 








George Malone (R., Nev.), who ap- 
peared here along with George V. 
Denny, Jr., in “America’s Town 
Meeting of the Air.” This was spon- 
sored by Goldsmith’s as a special 
salute to Plough, Inc., for their 
many public service contributions. 


Mike Nidorf to: Europe 
On Jo Stafford Deals 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Mike Nidorf, manager of singer 
Jo Stafford, leaves New York for 
Europe July 2 to consolidate radio 
deals involving Miss Stafford. His 
first stop will be London, where he 
— meet with U. S. Embassy of- 
ficials to discuss further ideas to 
incorporate into the songstress’ 
“Voice of America” program. 

While in Europe Nidorf will also 
meet with Radio Luxembourg rele- 
vant to Miss Stafford’s RL pro- 
gram, which is by the 





party 
Kefauver (D., Tenn.) and Sen. | bought by 


Dorrance Doubles Into BAB Keep 
~ AM Alive’ Pitch; Other Projects Perk 





NEW CINCY WCPO HOUSE 
NOW IN FULL OPERATION 


Cincinnati, June 19. 
Expansive ultra - modern new 
home of Scripps-Howard WCPO 


stations is in full-scale operation. 
Layout is.on a knob of ~Walnut 
Hills overlooking the downtown 
district, and was built around the 
base. of WCPO-TV’s. transmitter. 
Its completion permitted Mortimer 
C. Watters, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, and other execs to 
emerge from cramped temporary 
quarters in trailers. 


An informal looksee cocktail 
party Wednesday (13) for adver- 
tisers,. agency reps and the press 
brought on Jack R. Howard, New 
York, president of the parent com- 
pany; James C. Hanrahan, veepee 
and g.m. of WEWS, Cleveland, 
and Richard Westergard, v.p.-g.m. 
of WNOX, Knoxville, Scripps- 
Howard operations. 


New layout has separations for 
TV and radio studios and offices. 
Execs include John Pat Smith, 
WCPO-TV sales..manager; Harry 
Le Brun, manager of that station, 
and Glenn Clark Miller, manager 
of the AM and FM stations. 


P&G to Film 
Three TV Shows 


Hollywood, June 19. 

Three Procter & Gamble TV 
shows will be on film when the new 
season gets under way in the fall. 
Added starter is “Beulah,” being 
moved here from N. Y. with Hattie 
McDaniel starring in both the radio 
and TV versions. 


Still up in the air because of his 
recent surgery and commitments 
to both Metro and a Palladium 
date in London, Red Skelton may 
do his first few shows for P & G 
on the celluloid ribbon. Linking of 
the two coasts by relay-cable is still 
too indefinite to hope for a live 
telecast from here on _his-kick-off 
date in early October. Third 
P & G filmer is “Fireside Thea- 
tre,” now in its third year. 


First of the initial 26 of “Beulah” 
starts rolling at Hal Roach studio 
July 23 with Roland Reed Produc- 
tion supplying the physical setup 
and P & G supervising. In. super- 
visory rpg ie be Al 
Kabaker, co Dancer- 
Fitzgeraid-Sample, a ag Gil Ral- 
ston, P & G executive TV pro- 
ducer. 


Tom McKnight, who directs the 
“Beulah” radio stripper, doubles 
over as producer of the TVersion. 
Players supporting Miss MeDaniel 
in the radio stanza are being tested 
for video roles. While Miss Mc- 
Daniel is working the TV shows 
P & G will repeat taped shows 
from previous seasons for the first 
nine weeks. 


LISTERINE BUYS KAYE 
FOR SAT. CBS-TV SLOT |? 


Sammy Kaye’s “So You Want to 
Lead a Band” show has been 
bankroll it in th "Stiealag alate 

e 
7 to 7:30 slot on CBS-TV starting 
in the fall. Listerine recently 
picked up the time period, when 
Tintair decided to check out with 
its “Sam Levenson Show.” 


Kaye program, which the orch 
leader has utilized as the focal 
point of his vaudfilm bookings for 
the last several years, had a short 
run as a sustainer last summer 
on NBC-TV. 


Cousins Info Director, 
Vice Koepf, for RTMA 


Washington, June 19. 
Peter H. Cousins. has been 
named director of information for 
the Radio-Television Manufactur- 
ers Assn., succeding John Koepf, 
who has left to head up a new 











Dick Derrance, who this month 
| joined Mutual as press information 


chief, has been assigned: by, 
cast Advertising Buréeau'to ing nical 
the bureau’s major presentation on 
radio, Dorrance will handlé ihe job 
while continuing in his MB§- post. 
BAB prez William B. Ryan picked 
Dorrance, who had been a partner 
in Dorrance-Waddell, agency which 
had handled the BAB account: It’s 
also figured that Dorrancé was cho- 
sen to build the “AM is far from 
dead” pitch’ because Mutual, only 
network which is not also in TV, 
has been doing much of BAB’s di- 
rect mail and presentation work: 


The four nets will cooperate in 
developing the presentation and 
place all their statistical armament 
on radio's value at BAB’s disposal, 
In addition, almost all radio re- 
search services have offered their 
aid and will supply data. Project 
is expected to be completed by 
midsummer, His first task, Dor- 
rance said, will be considerable leg- 
work to cover the “whole field for 
a picture of AM's values.” 

Meanwhile, BAB staffers have 
been perking on other projects, 
Retail Service Bulletin for July- 
August, which gives tips on broad- 
cast sales leads, went out to mem- 
bers last week and includes a sec- 
tion on advertising -by public utili- 
ties. Bureau has also sent out seven 
new co-op cards, giving specific 
data on dealer co-op.plans, along 
with re-issues of 23 co-op cards. 
Other sales aids due include a new 
department store radio advertising 
folder. First week in July BAB will 
start a contest which will collect 
a portfolio of radio Success stories 
and case histories for stations te 
use. 

Other retail information folders, 
planned for August release, will 
cover the dairy industry-and chil- 
dren’s and infant’s wear stores. 
BAB is also readying three sales 
presentations based on the results 
of the Advertising Research Bu- 
reau, Inc., studies which compared 
the effectiveness of radio vs. news- 
papers in producing sales. 

The industry promotion outfit is 
publishing a report on its first three 
months of independent operations 
(since it was formally separated 
from NARTB April 1) which will be 
sent to members and non-members 
as a recruiting hypo. 

Lee Hart, assistant BAB director 
in charge of the retail division, has 
been assigned to Chi for special 
bureau projects, effective July 1. 


Ex-French Prof Turned 
Jock to Fete His 4,000th | 
Airer at Columbus’ WBNS 


Columbus, June 19. 

Irwin Johnson, onetime Ohio 
State U. French instructor who | 
turned disk jockey in 1940 with fine 
results, will mark his 4,000th . 
“Early Worm” broadcast on 
Wednesday (20) over WBNS. The 
station is using the whole week . 


to celebrate and promote the land- ' 
mark. Johnson went on the air Aug. 

, 40, ome Gao. Sean he De ee) 
shied 100,000 records and 





in low pressure jokes and ban 
ucts. and in comments 
on At least 12 of his 
sponsors have been with him since 
the beginning. He's been consist- 
ently sold out and only recently 
started his early-morning program 
15 minutes earlier to accommodate 
another sponsor. 

Foremost of the week’s events to 
honor Johnson will be his appear- 
ance on every show with Patti Page, 
wha will headline a stage unit at 
the Broad Theatre for 5 days, 
starting Friday (22). Miss Page 
gives him credit for popularizing 
many of her records in the Central 
Ohio area, 


Chi Station Rep Out 
Chicago, June 19. 
Robert L. Balfour, veepee’ and 
general manager of the midwest of- 
fice of the Forjoe station rep firm, 
last week after two years 
with the company. 
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Transit Radio Making Another D.C 


Fight Vs. ‘Forced Listening’ Decision 


Washington, June 19. 


Transit Tsadio operators.in the | 


Capital decided to make another 
effort in the lower courts. last week 
to reverse.a recent decision holding 
“forced listening” unconstitutional, 
before taking the case to‘the Su- 
preme Court, - 

In a petition filed with the U. S. 
Court of Appeals, station WWDC, 
joined by Capital Transit Co., and 
che D. C: Publie Utilities Commis- 
sion, asked for a rehearing before 
all nine members of the tribunal | 
or. in the event of denial, a stay’ 
of the mandate pending filing of a 
petition to the Supreme Court for 
review of the case. The decision | 
against Transit Radio was handed | 
down by a three-judge court. 


The petition attacked the Court’s 
opinion on many fronts, claiming, 
among other things, that it stretch- 
ed the rights of the “dissident 
minority” far beyond those granted 
by the Constitution. It contended 
that rights to liberty under the 
Fifth Amendment are “relative and 
not absolute” and that this has 
been established by the Supreme 
Court. 

But the lower court, the petition 
asserted, “has made the ‘liberty’ of 
objecting listeners absolute and 
has apparently dismissed as irrele- 
vant the ‘liberty’ of the majority 
desiring to listen... .’ 

The petition further contended 
that “this decision ... has the sub- 
stantial effect of directing the Tran- 
sit Co. to operate its streetcars and 
busses in a manner which the Court 
finds to be in the public conven- 
ience.” Such a determination, it 
asserted, is beyond its jurisdiction, 

The Court’s holding that the 
First Amendment does not pro- 
tect “commercial” advertising, was 
called by the petitioners a “some- 
what cavalier .conclusion” which 
implied that only music might be 
broadeast. Pointing to a Supreme 
Court decision permitting circula- 
tion of information leaflets con- 
taining advertising, the petition 
said “it would appear clear that 
commercial is protect- 
ed when it is but a minor, though 
essential, = of a package which 
includes the dissemination of in- 
formation protected by the First 
Amendment.” 


‘Operation News 
In WMCA Payoff 


WMCA, N. Y. indie, which has a 
regular schedule of 259 newscasts 
weekly, is finding that its “Opera- 
tion News” format is paying off 
commercially and is adding still 
more news shows. Station has just 
concluded a deal with Associated 
Press to provide a five-minute Wall 
Street report cross-the-board, at 
approximately 4:30.p.m. Addition- 
ally, indie is planning to run a 
ticker into Chandler’s eastside eat- 
ery for its nighttime gabber, Barry 
Gray, which should bring its total 
of news airers to over 270 a week, 
except when its N. Y. Giants ball- 
casts cut into the lineup. — 


On July 1, ied 119 on-the-hour 
summaries will be specially: script- 
ed by the AP, which is 
the.N, Y, Herald Tribune. te, 
which has been. sponsoring this 
package, will continue as bankroll- 
= — on a sked are 104 edi- 
ions of news headlines, race 
the half-hour. : . 

In the past two weeks,’ WMCA 
added three more commercial news 
strips. Monarch-Buick is backing 
the five-minute series at 5:30 p.m. 
six days a week and Chelsea Ware- 
house is five minutes 





at 7:30 a.m. ae Geen eekly. King | able 


Refrigerator is picking up the tab 
for the five-minute 7:30 p.m. series, 
Seven days a week. New quarter- 
hour show at 11:45 p.m., aired 
ovens night in the week, is sustain- 

g. Station also carries 15 minutes 
of s united Nations news cross-the- 
board at 10:45 p.m. 


’ 
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All-Undergraduate Staff 
To Operate WFUV-FM 


WFUV-FM, Fordham University 
outlet in N. Y., will operate with a 
staff of undergraduates. Entire 
professional staff, ipeluding pub- 
licity-promotion director August 
A. Rickert, special events chief 
William- A. Coleman and supervi- 
sor Judson LaHaye, Jr., has re- 
signed. 

Coleman continues as chairman 
of the school’s AM-TV division and 
LaHaye stays on the faculty 
staff of the division. Rev. Leo 
MeLaughlin, who assumed the post 
of director in January, will con- 
tinue to supervise the station. 


CBS’ Sock Thurs. 
Strip Takes Rap A 
‘Keen Loses Client 

CBS’ Thursday night radio mys- 
tery block, for years a consistent 
audience-puller, appears on the 
verge of collapse under the strain 
of sponsor checkouts. In addition 
to Auto-Lite mulling purchase of 
“My Friend Irma” as replacement 
for “Suspense” (see separate 
story), Whitehall Pharmacal has 
pulled out of “Mr. Keen, Tracer of 
Lost Persons.” For a while “FBI 
In Peace and War” also looked in 
danger, but Wildroot stepped in 
last week. 

Whitehall reportedly decided to 
ankle “Mr. Keen” in order to fun- 
nel its ad budget into daytime tele- 
vision. Cancellation further points 
up the way some of the longest- 
standing radio shows are falling by 
the wayside. Program is a 14-year 
veteran, having been aired five 
years on NBC before switching to 
CBS nine years ago. CBS has not 
yet decided whether to sustain 
“Mr. Keen” in hopes of finding an- 
other bankroller or drop it to fill 
the period (Thursdays at 8:30) with 
a less costly package. 

Web also lost another sponsor 
this week, when Hunt Club Dog 
Food checked out of its five-minute 
Sunday news show featuring Bill 


Shade]. Segment was aired 11:30 to 
11:35 a.m. 


Freak Richmond Tornado 
Finds WRNL on Job With 
- Bulletins & Interviews 


e Richmond, June 19. 

When a freak tornado ripped 
through heavily populated areas 
here on Wednesday (13), WRNL 
beat all competitors In complete 
coverage. Twister hit at 4:10 p.m. 
and WRNL had its first bulletins on 
the air by 4:20 p.m. Program di- 
rector Don Martin followed with 
interviews of three professional 


photographers, one of whom had 
seen the tornado form, another had 
been caught in the middle of the 
storm, and a third had been aloft 
over the 

another subject. 
With power lines out and i,100 
telephones disabled, the station's 
events division steered vic- 








nd 
ters of Red Cross disaster relief 
teams. 

Losses from the storm are esti- 
mated at over $2,000,000. No dam- 
age was sustained by-any radio 
station or motion Ba dian theatre. 
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| down AM, educators are coming to 
the defense of radio and may give 
the medium some new prestige in 
this TV-conscious ‘era. That’s 
pointed up in the presentation 
which got the National Assn. of 
Educational Broadcasters a $245,- 
350 grant from the W. K. Kellogg 
Foundation. It’s also viewed as 
significant that radio is getting this 
support from Kellogg and Ford 
| Foundations, linked to two impor- 
tant advertisers. 


In making its pitch for support 
from the cereal-maker’s founda- 
tion, the NAEB stressed that radio 
is far from obsolete. The educa- 
tional broadcasters pointed out, for 
instance, that the international sit- 
uation and armament program may 
slow. TV’s development, that video 
won’t reach into many rural areas, 
that it is expensive, favors enter- 
tainment and sports programming 
at the expense of more serious sub- 
jects and that radio has great value 
for education. In fact, the NAEB 
emphasized, radio has special obli- 
gations, in this period, to the 
groups which want educational, cul- 
tural and informational program- 
ming. 

Kellogg grant will be. used over 
a five-year period to aid NAEB’s 
network operations. The recent 
$300,000 grant from the Ford 
Foundation will be utilized for pro- 
gram development for the educa- 
tional web, with the Kellogg coin 
to go for distributing the airers. 


+ Seymour Siegel, NAEB prez and 
communications director for New 
York City, revealed that Richard 
Rider has been designated by the 
association’s board as network man- 
ager, and the chain, which now has 
54 outlets, is looking for a fulltime 
director. 


With the Kellogg money, perma- 
nent quarters for the NAEB admin- 
istrative operations will be set up 
at the U. of Illinois, under the uni- 
versity’s supervision. Coin will 
also be used to pay a staff and get 
equipment. NAEB network is get- 
ting a highspeed duplicator which 
will be able to turn out copies of 
its taped and transcribed programs. 

Up to now the majority of NAEB 
programs have been WNYC, N. Y. 
municipal 
However, with the added financial 
support, a greater interchange of 


shows among outlets will be 
made possible. seria tuo airers 
from Canadian, British, French, 

Norwegian, and South 


Australian 

African networks will be distrib- 
uted, as well as programs 
from agencies such as National 
Board of Fire Underediteen 

Also in the works is a general 
expansion of NAEB activities, such 
as radio programming . workshops, 
work group meetings and a central 
clearance clinic for study of edtca- 
tional and public service broad- 
casting problems. 


LLOYD NOLAN’S 7506 
3-YEAR ‘KANE’ DEAL 
Hollywood, June 19. 

Actor Lloyd Nolan this week 
signed his three-year deal to take 
over the title role in both the tele- 
vision and radio versions of “Mar- 
tin Kane, Private Eye,” sponsored 
on NBC by U. S. Tobacco. He’s 





TV shows per year, all of which 
will origina 
agency 

ecount. » 
Nolan has taped the first eight 
programs for the AM series, which 


is scheduled to tee off July 1. 
takes over the video role starting 


} the tobacco firm’s 











With some advertisers running! 


station, originations. | ly 


to get $750,000 for 52 radio and 39 | | 
from N. Y. Kudner | im 


(CBS Lines Up 15 Top Sponsors For 
Color Prem, Despite Few Viewers 


o> 





WOR, N.Y., Pacts Ross 
For All-Nite Gabbing 


WOR, N. Y., 


after a “couple of months’ layoff. 
Starting the assignment in a couple 
of weeks will be Cal Ross, 24-year- 
old gabber now .on WPEN, Phila- 
delphia. 


Show will be aired from 1 to 4, 


a.m. Station feels Ross is such a 
hot property that it is cutting out 
the 1-2 a.m. hour of dance band 
remotes. It will originate from Bill 
Miller’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J., 
and will be transferred back to 
Gotham when the spot closes in 
the winter. 

Ross has been inked to a three- 
year pact. 


Rudy Vallee Gets 
NBC-TV Buildup 
A la Kate Smith 


With the Kate Smith AM-to-TV 
transition now paying off in terms 
of top daytimé ratings and estab- 
lishing her, major status in the 
video sweepstakes, NBC is now 
directing its attention toward the 
TV buildup of another radio vet— 
Rudy Vallee. 

NBC is turning over the 11 to 12 
(noon) daytime strip for a cross- 
the-board showcasing of Vallee in a 
variety stanza being packaged by 
Music Corp. of America, parallel- 
ing somewhat that of Miss Smith. 
It will be sold in quarter-hour seg- 
\ments, and will tee off in Septem- 
ber as a back-to-back attraction 
with Ruth Lyons, Cincy’s so-called 
“girl wonder,” whose current WLW 
video programming has had a leng- 
time SRO status. 

This will be Vallee’s initial 
plunge into TV with his own show. 
He had done several guest shots on 
some of the major shows. Recent- 
he had a transcribed show on 
WOR, N. Y. 














coope 
He indicated that 
bruary station was 
gathering se yore aed but the TV 


. “We had good, entertaining pro- 
grams,” he declared, “but the pa- 
pers ignored us completely, and 
many people never had the oppor- 
tunity to listen to our music and 
news.” 





‘TV KITCHEN’ RENEWAL 
Philadelphia, June 19. _ 
Television's oldest continuously 
daytime program, “Tele- 
Kitchen,” seen .Wed- 





a4 


is going back on | 
the air with an all-night show | 


| 


which | pick up the N. 
‘jin an excerpt from Ravel's “La 





CBS has lined up 15 top national 
advertisers for the first commer- 
cial colorcast in history next Mon- 
day (25). Show, to be titled 
“Premiere,” will present a number 
of CBS video stars, as well as 
guest personalities and industry 
execs. It’s to originate at WCBS- 
TV, the web's N. Y. flagship, and 
be beamed to stations in Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Wash- 


ington in the 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
slot. 

Audience, of course, is expected 
to be small, indicating the bank- 
rollers are coming in mainly for 
publicity purposes and to stake 
out a franchise for regularly-sched- 
uled color shows if and when 
enough sets are sold to make the 
newest addition to the new medium 
pay off in increased product sales. 
For the opener, it’s believed the 
sponsors are paying only a token 
fee for their participating spots. 
None has pacted yet for any addi- 
tional programs and CBS, except 
for predicting that it will be on 
the air with 20 hours of color per 
week by the fall, has made no 
specific plans for subsequent 
broadcasts, concentrating all its 
fire on the ,preem. 

General Mills, which was the 
first to sign with CBS for color 
last fall before the RCA _ injunc- 
tion put a temporary halt to its 
tirt plans, will be the first on the 
air for the opening show. Others 
who will be in for one-minute spots 
include Lincoln-Mercury, Longines, 
Pabst, Pepsi-Cola, Wrigley’s and 
Revlon. (Revlon, which will handle 
the makeup for the program, put 
in a bid to CBS more than two 
years ago to be represented on 
the color preem.) 


Arthur Godfrey, co-emcece of the 
show with Garry Moore, will de- 
liver the plugs for the bankrollers 
on his segment, all of which are 
associated with his various radio 
ard TV programs. These include 
Lipton’s, National Biscuit Co., Toni 
and Monarch Foods. Same setup 
obtains for Moore, who'll pitch the 


plugs for Procter & Gamble, Stand- 
ard Quaker Oats and Best 
Foods. 
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Paley and prexy Frank 
also slated to put in an appearance. 
In addition, the ae eameras will 
Y. City Ballet Co. 


Kate Smith ‘Plays’ 
NBC 0.-&-0. Time 


The “Kate Smith Speaks” 15- 
minute show, which NBC recently 





-|inherited from Mutual, is getting 


an “owned-and-operated” spread on 
NBC radio. Initially it was planned 
to convert the program into a TV 
version for a noontime showcasing 
on the NBC video web, to supple- 
ment Miss Smith’s daytime show 
and her upcoming Wednesday 
night hour stanza. 

However, it’s now been decided 
to retain the same taped format 
as the Mutual program and to give 
it a five-station spread on NBC's 


owneh ter Ete outlets, includ- 
ing WNBC, 
ed 


This is in line with the o.-&-o. 

n blueprint- 
by veepee Jim Gaines and Ted 
Cott, Prosee sod of WNBC, designed 
as a “network within. a network” 
_ gales con- 
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"The FRANCES LANGHD 


Every Monday througfid: 


NIGHTTIME STARS! Biggest nighttime show in the dayi 
Frances and Don are an unbeatable team: full of fun.ands 
and enthusiasm and sincerity. .. backed by a top-notch cast 


NIGHTTIME BUDGET! A multimillion-dollar-a-year | 
for the biggest show in daytime television! It will be broa 
every weekday at noon (ET) from the Little Theatre in the! 
of Times Square. When extensive alterations are comp 
this will be one of television’s best equipped theatres! 


\ 


NIGHTTIME PRODUCER! He’s ABC’s Executive Produ 
Television, Ward Byron, who has done such an outstanding 


+ 


on the Sunday night Paul Whiteman Revue.’ " 


NIGHTTIME GUESTS, SPECIALTIES, FORMAT! 
Frances Langford-Don Ameche Show will be a fat, fast, full 
of music; laughs, stars, games, prizes, service — and inspi 

Frances and Don will sing—they’ll act as team captain 


| 
2 









































elevisio 


NGHD-DON AMECHE SHOW" 


throufiday, 12 noon—1 pm (ET) 





in the dayti lively audience-participation quiz called “Hang the Stars.” 
f fun.and « There’ll be a woman’s service spot—an interview each day 
»-notch cast with a celebrity — an exciting new specialty act en every show! 


And that’s not all! A cast of actors will go to town on a great 
-a-year tam new gimmick called “A Deadline Drama.” All this—plus a 6- 


ill be -broad piece “name” band— PLUS a wonderful, heartwarming version 
itre in the! of Frances Langford’s popular and widely syndicated Purple 
are comp Heart Diary! What a show—in the middle of the day! 

atres! ‘ 


- _ Bk DAYTIME OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME! The Frances 
rive Produ Langford-Don Ameche Show will be telecast live over the ABC 
: i interconnected network (no kinescopes). It is for sale in quarter= 
hour segments. Sponsors need not buy the entire network, but 
a certain number of markets will be required. 


ORMAT! Here is the most exciting television buy of the coming season. (Big 
t, fast, ful things are happening at ABC—and this is one of them!) Let us 
and inspi show you our brand-new presentation that tells the full story. In | 
n captains New York, call ABG TELEVISION SALES, Circle 7-5700, today! 
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_out staffers Stu) MacPherson 













Writer: Robert Paul Smith 
WMAQ, Producer lamed 


‘ 9: : Chicago 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. There have .been little or no 


Sustaining 


ABC, from N. Y. 
(Huber Hoge) s 


: New tak. 


34 RADIO REVIEWS Wednesday, June 20, 1951 
wDo CHEZ SHOW PEGGY LEE SHOW THE LAW AND YOU WNEW POPS CONCERT | 
with ge SS Gordon | With Pat Murphy, Marguerite Daly | With Russ Case Orch, guests; Bill; With David Colby, Arthur Van | With Duke 
Eaton, others 90 Mins.; Tues.-thru-Sun., 11:30; Adams, announcer Horne Producer: Dick 
Producer: Bob McKinsey p.m. Director: Oliver Daniels 15 Mins.; Thurs., 9:45 p.m, Writers: Ellington, Bill Haland 
Writer: Jim Borman Participating BOOK ASSOCIATES 60 Mins.; Sun., 3 


: Louis Me 
30 Mins.; aad p.m. 


































































WCCO, from Minneapolis alterations in this remote chatter 


With the beef situation a mat-| Show's ag ues = — 
ter of vital concern and timely pg oe 3 mon by eee 
weco. I = senerd rie ‘It started more than a year ago 

, always qu trig- , 
ger in pouncing upon current lime- | 85 @ husband-frau airer from 


i the Paree ni that con- 
lighted problems and toples, sent | Sig ‘of mildly controversial dis- 


> hich listeners were 
Gordon Eaton as a public service cussions, in w 

to bring its listeners the lowdown | Siven a chance to role in hice = 
on the controversial subject of| telephone. With WaHace and his 
controls and their effects. missus it gradually grew from a 


Touring the battleground where ee fgg preg Mg oe 
the meat battle is being fought, squabbles as psychiatry Vs. dian- 
ae a pee gr 2 rs etics and the like, all of which 
Acicla ead, Pear 2" 4 7 pe Abra impressed as a pretty fancy facade 
- ‘the cattle wt country tattle for ane Pla pace Cage 
raisers, butchers, stockyard people, pe cag og ‘i k a show 

d t t owners, MacPher- Maggie Daly, have picke . 

Se ey Eaton aid « comprehen. | UP Where the Wallaces left off, and 
sive “sa tnteventing cenaweerial are perpetuating the same intellec- 
job. They also presented their tualism on the listeners. Though 
material pid a or oP ape to rivet at- they're pape Mme wae Soa 
tention. After they had finished | ‘° handle it as their predece . 


the WCCO audience should have | either is quite as glib about it. 


What Wallace and his frau_ got 
been fully enlightened regarding : , 
the attitudes and opinions ‘of meat | 2W4Y with, Murphy and Miss Daly 


and allied industry members as far es seta ty ee pg 9g * agate 
as the controls and resultant sit-| ““."- inted thei wes 
uation are concerned and regard- | ee cnlees like Sinht-bassbell 
ing housewives and restaurant peo- | ‘° 45 : 


ple’s experiences at their butchers. | °°, Setting up for a lady on the 


Most important. it - undoubtedly subway. , . 
had a better light on the present Aside from this, Murphy's type 


. : of gabbing wears well and is in 
and future availability of beef. good taste, though Miss Daly seems 
At the outset, a_ protesting | too bucolic for both her surround- 
woman, pointing out there appar- ings and her type of verbiage. 
ently isn’t enough beef to 80| Format “of guest celebs, tele- 
bottleneck somewhere and de-| platter remains intact, as does the 
clared it s high time for a “‘show- program’s position as leader in the 
down.” Before starting their in-| noctural sweepstakes hereabouts. 


terviews. MacPherson and Eaton Participating plugs are intoned 
reviewed and explained the infla- neatiy ag he . MeL 


tionary trend of prices leading to a 
the contro!s on beef. 


In their own voices and words, With Dirk Courtenay 


those interviewed answered the A * -Fri., 1: m. 
queries put to them by the WCCO See thru-Fri., 1:05 p 


staffers. A super-market owner, WAAF, Chicago 


asked how housewife customers Although this platter-chatter 
to care about the shortage and | Stow doesn’t stand much chance of 
were buying only their daily needs, lien a yy teagan 
with the men more angry than the item that should take the edge off 
women. He had enough beef un- hot summer days. Dirk Courtenay 
til the middle of the week, but whe does the navigating, has re- 
eae cc ndieser was" sub | cently Feturned from a year in the 
Naeem hy . : armed forces an a : 
serge ge 8 prs fgg lost little of his former smoothness 
cxttle range country didn’t believe T tedaie anes comneue be- 


the reisers would go on strike and : ] of 
hold back their beef and said his| ‘weer nine and 10 platters, all. 


own wife ‘favored the controls. with vocals. Although the pro- 


The cattle ‘supply in his neck of amming is generally okay, dee- 
the woods. he asserted, was “nor- a could improve it with an added 
mal or a little above.” Stockmen dose of oldies or instrumentals— 
expressed the view that the prob-/ 5. a+ least something to dispel 
lem’s solution lies in greater cat-| .nt sometimes becomes a pm 
tle production and they didn’t be-| nox effect. Spinner’s chatter is 
lieve the controls would help the! -ejaxed and fairly unstrained, com- 
sitvation. prised of comments on music and 


A small restaurant man, who rtainm 
ordinarily sells a lot of hamburg- ae taper — — hen 
int 


ers, didn’t have the meat, but still 
favored the controls because the 
25e price he had to pore li: 


‘Following the current network 
pattern of replacing the top reg- 
ular comedy airers with musical 
sessions during the summer, Peggy 
Lee is pinchhitting for “Amos ’n’ 
Andy” series with a neat song 
stanza. One of the topflight sylists 
in the trade, Miss Lee registers on 
this show as an ingratiating fem- 
cee who handles her lines slickly. 


This airer is simply formatted 
around Miss Lee as the star with 
assists from guest vocalists and 
Russ Case orch. Only novel twist 
on the session is Miss Lee’s weekly 
debut of a new number. On the 
preem, she introduced “After All, 
It’s Spring” from the upcoming 
legit musical, “Seventeen.” Com- 
poser Walter Kent was also on 
hand for a few words. 


Miss Lee socked across a flock 
of her wax standards, inclu 
“Take All Of Me/?’ “Manana” an 
“It Never-Happen To Me,” latter 
being in the:Calypso vein which 
she handles specially well.. Mel 
Torme, the initial guest, also reg- 
istered well with his familiar 
crooning attack on “We Kiss In 
The Shadow” and “Mister and Mis- 
sissippi,” both current hits. 


Rexall plugs for a series of store 
“specials” were pitched up in taste- 
ful fashion by announcer Bill 
Adams. erm. 


BENNY GOODMAN CONCERT 
With Keith Sterling 

Producer: Sterling 

12@ Mins.; Sun (3), 12.05 a.m, 
Sustaining 

CKOY, Ottawa 


Indie CKOY snatched at Benny 
Goodman’s local booking at Stand- 
ish Hall to put over this excellent 
airing-of the Columbia LP disking 
of Goodman’s Carnegie Hall jazz 
concert of 1938. Station had broad- 
cast the recording in April and was 
swamped with requests for a re- 
peat, so this was the ideal setup. 
Keith Sterling also handled the 
production wisely, recording the 
Goodman interviews during the 
Standish Hall date with crowds in 
the background, then interspersing 
the gabbing with the numbers on 
the recorded concert. 

Goodman himself was somewhat 
stilted at the teeoff but warmed up 
as the disked memories were run 
off on CKOY’s turntables. He gave 
the dialers background stuff on the 
eoncert itself and on the record- 
ings, telling how the acetates were 
presented to him in 1938 a friend 
and Goodman put them in the attic 
until a year ago, when his sister- 
in-law asked to hear them. He 
found the recording better than he 
remembered and Columbia waxed 
it for distribution. Goodman’s per- 
&/| sonal comments on the players as 


the concert d, coupled 
with boff cieiaction and continu- 
ity Sterling, 
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the consumers favor it and believed 
“one segment” can’t defeat it. In 
conclusion, MacPherson said the 
situation probably was summarized 
by the restaurant man who said, 
“we've got to do the best we can 
and no doubt beef is going to be 


FREEDOM IS OUR BUSINESS 
With Robert Montgomery, David 
. Rese’s Orch; Walt Sheahan, an- 


_ neuncer 
15 Mins.; Mon., Wed. & Fri., 10:30 
aM. 





real tough.” Rees. | 39 Mins.; Mon thraFrie 2:45 p.m. WROW. Albany 
sag | Significantly titled program con- 
J.ACY ON THE LOOSE WBAL, from Baltimore sists 
With Jack—Lacy, Trudy Richards.| .A daily noontime hausfrau show, | 5, AE Ths States stontguasare 
R. D. Wilbur orch emceed by Brent Gunts and Joe/ and music by Rose’s orches- 
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day with a smile. Surrounding him- 
self with a number of capable aides 
and pleasant music, Lacy has come 
up with an appealing show. 
Lacy’s genial mike manner pro- 
jects easily as he paces the 60- 
minute session. Format includes 
chatter, songs, gags and a tele- 
phone quiz styled for breakfast 
table listening. Although the gags 
are familiar, Lacy’s intimatetleliv- 
ery aids effect nicely. The tele-| lunch 
phone quiz has listeners trying to 
stump members of the orch by 
asking them to play unfamiliar 
tunes. Stunt is handled intelligent- 





‘| gave the menu. 


Book Associates has bought two 


kg Pena? slots 10 days a 
une 14 and 24) for a transcribed 


mail-order pitch of “Your Legal 
Adviser,” by Albert Gray. It gets 
59 stations of the ABC web to ped- 
dle the tome via a preliminary 
rapidfire question-answer session 
on common fegal matters held to 
be of interest to the average Joe 
and the missus. Arthur Van Horne 
threw typical questions at David 
Colby in a format that, though 
vaguely reminiscent of “The An- 
swer Man,” was confined to the 
legalistic trough. 

In the limited time, Colby man- 
aged to work in an abundance of 
tips, to wit: There is a basis for 
libel action if one is falsely accused 
of being a Commie; don’t discard 
insurance policies you think have 
lapsed; don’t make the mistake of 
not paying your rent because of 
alleged lease violations; better get 


{| written guarantee on secon 


d-hand 
cars; also advice on installment 
payments, accident liability, ex- 
cessive professional fees, adopting 
children, status of foreign brides 
of U. S. veterans, etc. 


Program was spliced by a cou- 
ple of high-tension plugs for the 
book (98c plus postage plus $2 one 
month later), with end-pitch not- 
ing that “this is probably the last 
time I can make this offer.” 





GOING PLACES 
With George Grim, Leo Utechet, 

Orville Engstrom, others 
Producer-director: Ed Viehman 
Writer: George Grim 
30 Mins.; Wed. (13), 8 p.m. 
ARCHER-DANIELS 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

This visit by roving reporter 

George Grim to Stillwater State 
Prison, detailing the routine and 
rocedure behind the high walls, 
nterviewing the warden, his as- 
sistant and his prisoners, probably 
marks the high spot of the Grim 
weekly series as far as wide audi- 
ence appeal is concerned. Report- 
er has a keen nose for human in- 
terest angles. 

Sponsored by a milling company 
whose products find their market 
among farmers, the documentary 
shows have Grim, armed with a 
tape recorder, going’ where his 
fancy leads him, taking down what 
people have to say to him, catch- 
ing the sounds and other things 
that make for atmosphere and 
color, and injecting his own ob- 
servations. A skilled reporter as 
well as a topnotch radio commen- 
tator, he has managed to make his 
visits to churches, amusement 
parks, a spelling bee, a small-town 
outdoors school graduation exer- 
cises, etc., along with interviews 
with such persons as window wash- 
ers, interesting, engaging and in- 
formative. 

Equi with a smooth, pleas- 
ant radio voice and a likable per- 
sonality, Grim also possesses a fine 
sense of dramatic values and an 
ability to string together his nar- 
ratives and descriptions in a way 
that creates sustained interest. 
While aimed at farmers, the places 
where Grim has gone have appeal 
for the general public. 

In this instance, he brought in 
comedy and pathos as he drama- 
tized his visit behind the bars.. He 
pretended to be a prisoner enter- 
ing the place; was put through the 
routine, and told about it. Hand- 
cuffed to the assistant warden, he 
was P pape -ntngryee fingerprinted, 
issued prison clothes, given a 
shower and a number, and assigned 


‘| to the twine factory. 


He interviews the prison chef, a 
ner. who, it developed, has 
employed in many famous 
restaurants. He describes lunch 
time, the only period when pris- 
oners are permitted to engage in 
con except during out- 
side recreation 


cells of lifers provided same heart 


tugs. 

a all added up to intense human 

interest, enough out-of-the-ordi- 

nary radio fare to excite 7 
ees. 


ong ? 
Mind Your Manners’ to TV 
; Hartford, June 19. 
WTIC’s “Mind Your 
program, ethered over the NBC net 
on Saturday morning’s, goes TV 
Sunday (24). It will be 4 noontime 
slot of half-hour duration, emanat- 
Show at the 
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His visit to the 


Orch leader Duke Ellington has 
taken over in fine style the longhair 
disk jockey spot held by -Benn 
Goodman. The program a on 
uled to run through the summer, is 
devoted to spinning Symphonie pop 
works interspersed with Ellington’s 
commentary. If preem stanza (17) 
is any indication, show shapes up 
as top Sunday afternoon listening, 
Although Ellington’s chatter is 
bright and lucid, he holds it to a 
minimum, preferring to spotlight 
the disks. Here too, Ellington dis- 
pave clear showmanship | values. 
is selections run the gamut from 
Rodgers to Beethoven and are 
aimed specifically at summer after- 
noon listening. Ellington displays 
plenty of charm in his brief narra- 
tions and although he ‘chooses to 
be “long on music and short on 


chatter,” he introduces the platters 
with enough round. info to 
satisfy the dialer. Script, which is 


sparked with wit and intelligence, 
hypos overall effect. 





TRAIN TIME 

With Paul Hedges 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Sat., 6:15 p.m. 
SHERATON HOTELS 

WCPO, Cincinnati 

A solid personality, Paul Hodges 
is again doing the human intérest 
program he originated here a dec- 
ade or so ago and warranted sub- 
sequent piping by Crosley’s WLW 
when pick-up point was changed 
to the Pennsylvania Station in New 
York. World War II restrictions 
blacked out man-on-the-street type 
airings. Since then the H 
versatility has extended to disk 
jockey and novelty chores on radio 
and TY stations in Cleveland and 
Cincy. 

Currently Hodges is pitching his 
microphone in Cincy’s ultra-mod- 
ern Union Terminal, a major cross- 
roads for train travelers. 

His cheery greeting and ease of 
conversation invariably bring sto- 
ries from travelers that are liked by 
listeners, even though some have 
to do with sad missions. No time 
is lost by Hodges in learning the 
destination, name, home town, oc- 
cupation or business connection 
and purpose of the trip of the per- 
son he chats with. His warm 
“Hello, there! Are you arriving or 
leaving?” is followed by question- 
ing that smacks of sincerity. 

From his own sojourning and 
study, Hodges has a broad knowl- 
edge of geography, and rarely does 
he fail to name the main corner or 
mention some point of interest 
about any city named by travelers. 
He shares their joys or sorrows 
with wishes of speed and help, 
asks what’s going on in their home 
town, about their family, business, 
and opinions on national blems, 
Eq smooth are the blurbs in- 
jected: for his sponsor's hotels. 

Adds up to something different 
on each fearing and a real radio 
value. ‘Koll, 





AMERICANS ANONYMOUS 
With Jean Gelwicks, 


New York 
This six-week series seeks to set 
listeners on their guard against 
Communist peace propaganda and 
to expose methods by which Cem- 
munists infiltrate neighborhood 
on ue oman s op the idea 
at “Communists trate our 
organiza tions, so let’s infiltrate 


Format is that of a roundtable 
diseussion Jean Gelwicks, 
— of the North Shore chap- 
er of the Soro 


dealt with the Committee for 
Peaceful Alternatives. Points in 
the Committee’s program for in- 
ternational negotiations as an alter- 
native to armaments were present- 
ba yan ts nerinien a they 
ay cipan g iw 
t in with Soviet policy. 
Club members who suggest res- 
olutions along these lines, the airer 
should be checked - for 
possible subversive links... Pro- 
gram also hit indirectly atthe Ad- 
ministration, asking “ are peo- 
le so in ernment so anx- 


Program should provoke discus- 
porfeema eg Bye eheative job in 
ers an e 

g their views. The: se- 





ries, on transcription, is smoothly 
produced. «... Brit. 
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Tele Follow-Up 


third; his final bit, in which he used 





Sullivan, marking the 
i of “Toast of the Town” onj|a_ specially-written tune, titled 
“BS-TV, Sunday (17), got one of |“Competition Blues,” to illustrate 
the most e ve casts he has | the definition of the Yiddish word 
ever mbied on one show to |“Farblundzit,” meaning: the “height 
celebrate the It would | of confusion.” 


have been a better show had Ar- 
thur Godfrey, Victor Borge, Paul 
winchell, Mimi Benzell and Gloria 
Swanson done more than just sing 
“Happy Birthday” in unison. Rest 
of the show was anticlimactic, with 
the bulk of the time/ftaken up by 
pinky Lee-and Pat C. Flick. It 
made for fairly thin entertainment 
for an anniversary program. 

Sole prestige events were by 
CBS program veepee Hubbell Rob- 
jnson, Jr., who kudosed the N. Y. 
Daily News syndicated columnist, 
and the singing of Blanche The- 
bom, Metopera contralto. 

However, the anni show gave 
Sullivan the opportunity of dis- 


laying his ingenuity. Golfer Ben | 4 


ogan, who won the National Open 
the previous day, was on the 
show via a kine made from a pre- 
vious appearance with Sullivan. 
The filmed section blended into 
the stanza neatly. 


Lee, a youthful vet at comedy, 
didn’t show at his best on this try 
because of sparse material. There 
was only one solid gimmick, a spot 
of comedy dancing which he used 
as a running gag. Otherwise the 
laughs didn’t come with the an- 
ticipated frequency. Flick, doing 
his usual stint in the box with Sul- 
livan doing a straight, on the other 
hand got studio laughs, but most 
of his material was too familiar 
for optimum effect. - 

Miss Thebom clicked handily in 
two .spots, with her “Habanera” 
getting some good production, and 
later with “May the Good Lord 
Bless and Keep You.” 

Good. novelty was barbershop 
style singing by a group of Yankee 
ballplayers comprising Johnny 
Hopp, Ed Lopat, Temmy Henrich 
and Hank Bauer. Well—they’re 
tops in baseball. Pianist-accordion- 
ist Graham Jackson made good use 
of this quintet by getting them to 
play a series of notes on the piano. 
It made an impressive backdrop 
for his belly-baldwin. At the 
ivories, Jackson himself hit a good 
stride. 

A tasty. bit of ballet was by 
Nanci Crompton, who’s doublin 
at the Riviera, Fort Lee, N 
She’s one of the most promising 
of Oe ballet terper$ in the cafe 
field, 





Still showing signs of his recent 
hospitalization as result of a throat 
ailment, Eddie Cantor brought on 
a flock of guests last Sunday night, 
for his season’s windup on “Colgate 
Comedy Hour.” It.was an hour of 
varied entertainment, some good, 
some bad, that literally threw the 
book at the viewer, spanning such 
diversified items as a gratuitous 
deadpan plug by Cantor on behalf 
of doctors (“pay your doctor bills, 
they’ve got to eat too”); to a 10- 
minute tribute to. Irving Berlin. 

Latter was highlighted 
medley of tunes h. 
Cantor and his No. 1 guest, Milton 
Berle; Junie Keegan, the enchant- 
ing moppet discovered by ‘Pops’ 
White ; and four kids in a juve 
versi of “This Is the Army. 
(Same quartet .of kids introed the 
show with.a variation of the Texaco 
theme song, to bring on “Uncle 
Eddie” for one of the .program’s 
highlights.) . 

In between, there were an assort- 
ment of bits that found Jack E. 





of a fighter pilot from another 


.| service by his brother, a colonel, 


by a 
teamed | C 


Comment 


eo) 





Fact that the skit was in excel- 
lent taste, despite its pinpointing a 
Yiddishism, is a tribute both to 
Thomas and his writers. Rest of 
the show was almost as good, 
sparked by Thomas’ use of an al- 
most intangible story line to tie 
the numbers and sketches to- 
gether. In this instance, it was 
events connected with the month 
of June, such as a wedding (in 
which he appeared as a guest of 
the family) and graduation (which 
served as the peg for the Pet Milk 
commercial)... Thomas, of course, 
also did his “wailing Syrian” bit 
and his Italian fruit-vendor char- 
acter, with the latter making for 
another highlight, thanks to the 
ne assist of young Miss Lewbel. 
Miss Starr scored both with her 
singing and in the comedy sketches 
with Thomas. Anthony, Allyn and 
Hodges registered with their come- 
dy eg 

Credit for the program’s smooth 
production and pacing is due pro- 
ducer Leo Morgan, director Ezra 
one and TV director Gray Lock- 
wood. 





Neatly-staged story on the Berlin 
airlift, but one which seldom found 
the right compromise between 
fiction and factual documentary, 
was. presented on NBC-TV’s 
“Philco Playhouse” Sunday night 
(17). Based on a book, “Operation 
Airlift,” by David Swift-and George 
Giroux and adapted by David 
Shaw, the program made excellent 
use of film clips and simulated 
Army equipment to depict the 
tremendous job undertaken by the 
Air Force in feeding Berlin after 
the Russians clamped on their 
blockade. -In those sequences, the 
show had much of the flavor of a 
“March of Time.” Fictional story 
line, however, was not introduced 
until almost the end of Act I and, 
while the fiction didn’t clash with 
the fact, it was started too late to 
achieve much dramatic impact. 

Story in itself was okay, telling 


German airbase landing at Tem- 
pelhof airdrome and pressed into 


to fiy one of the cargo planes. 
When he cracked up his ship be- 
cause he refused \to ‘take the airlift 
seriously, his: brother grounded 
him and took up one of the planes 
himself, only to crash in a fog. 
Interspersed were sufficient human 
interest angles, such as the general 
sticking to his job despite the fact 
his wife was dying back in the 
States, and the humor of the en- 
listed men, to dress bs the yarn. 
In reality, however, it was the 
documentary material which made 
the show, with Swift, one of the 
authors,. tying it together as a 
ublic relations soldier interview- 
im the officers for a siory on the 


Full credit is due producer Fred 
oe, director Delbert Mann and 
set designer Otis Riggs for the 
manner in which they captured the 
mood of authenticity in the control 
tower, tl control scenes, 
ete. Russell Hardie, as the colonel, 
and Frank Maxweil, as his pilot 
brother, topped the all-male cast 
with competent performances. Top 
supporti roles were played by 
Lauren Gilbert, John D. Seymour, 
Paul Lipson and Ernest Borgnine. 





Probably no feature film in his- 
tory has had as much advance pro- 





“Guess ,” new 1 quiz 
show replac “Show s On,” 
teed off last ursday night (14) 


and at the same time introduced 
Chicago disk jockey Mike Wallace 
as a CBS video personality. (“Show 
Goes On” moved 6ver to Saturday 
nights last week.) While “Guess 
Again” made for a pleasant half- 
hour’s entertainment and intro- 
cuced some new ideas in the stand- 
ard quiz-type formats, it was Wal- 
lace who stole the honors on the 


dition to such young CBS lumi- 
naries as Steve Allen, Garry Moore, 
Robert Q. Lewis, etc. 


Wallace also preemed his new 
daytime series, “Meet Tie People,” 
via CBS-TV Monday (18), again 
demonstrating a glibness and facile 
personality and making him a cer- 
tain bet for such shows. Program, 
aired Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day in the 3:30 to 4 p.m. slot, has 
the emcee taking the cameras to 
points of interest around N. Y., 
such as Bedloe’s Island and the 
Statue of Liberty on the initialer. 
It was for the daytime series that 
CBS brought Wallace to N. Y. and 
his work on the preem indicates 
that it was a good idea. 


Wallace made his mark in Chi- 
cago, teamed with his wife, Buff 
Cobb, in a nightly deejay program 
from the lounge of the Chez Paree 
nitery. He’s a tall, handsome gent 
with a pleasant voice and person- 
ality and strong projection. , He 
handled himself neatly on the 
show, but it wasn’t too great a test 
of his potentialities, since all he 
had to do was pitch the questions 
to the guest panel and tote up their 
scores. i 

Show itself has three celebs 
teamed with three members of the 
studio audience (on the preem, 
they were Claire Luce, Victory 
Jory and Glenda Farrell, with Miss 
Farrell working with her son, 
Tommy.) Repertory company com- 
prising comedian Joey Faye and 
two gals dramatized several funny 
sketches: on which the questions 
were based. 

While Faye and the two girls 
worked fine together, with Faye 
particularly distinguishing himself 
with his comedics, the three 
sketches used were too long. Pro- 
ducers, in fact, are already work- 
ing out plans to trim their length 
and run in four of the skits in su 
sequent shows. Stal. 


WESTINGHOUSE SUMMER THE- 
ATRE 
(“Screwball”) 


Edith King, Don Mamner, Rab- 
bit Maranville, others 
Producer: Montgomery Ford 
Director: David Pressman 
Writer: Mel Goldberg 
60 MirfS.; Mon., 10 p.m. 
WESTINGHOUSE 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(McCann-Erickson) 


Hiatus filler for Westinghouse’s 
“Studio One” for 13 weeks should 
hold on to the audience of drama 
aficionados built up by the Worth- 

on Miner series. “Summer” 
differs from its predecessor in that 
the fare is lighter—running to com- 
edy, romance and whodunits—and 
production and direction chores 
will be rotated. 

Vehicle on the preem Monda 
(18) was “Screw i 
comedy by Mel Goldberg. It was 
seen earlier on the web with comic 
Jack Gilford starred. Story was a 
pleasant yarn, about a 34-year-old 


- small town auto mechanic with an 

sein  eeeil wromee where the motion as Walt Disney’s upcoming | irrepressible yen to be a pitcher. 
atient seeks an elusive ;|“Alice in Wonderland.” It was/He tried out for the Yankees and 
Pp Foster was on hand for a|‘railerized on Pom or Bergen’s | flopped, but the following season 
“ the Taxie” bit; both wife | Video show last s and on| found him with rood 
Ida and daughter Ma Cantor | Fred Waring’s TV program several} fever. When he ‘was: in a 
were on camera; with Berle’s ago, both playing to mil-|sandlot game, his wife off 
dagghter, Vicki, thrown in for good |" James Melton | the opposition on how to his 
measure. If Groucho Marx and | £2 up h the idea on trick “screwball;” in the hope that 
Jerry Lewis failed to make in- Festival” Thursday night | defeat will kill his pitching ambi- 
person appearances, they at least (14) via NBC-TV, gp tion. Windup had the gal repent. 
represented by impersona- | 2 ute lensed _ es confess and agree to go with him 
tions, Show could almost have been | PY, Disney to demonstrate how | to the Yankee camp for a 
called “Cavalcade of Television: | “tice” was “ together.- With|last tryout and a second honey- 
1950-’51.” It’s © ble that so Disney himse guesting on the moon—knowing it would be a 


little of it was off the top shelf. 





Danny Thomas, who's emerged 
as one of the standout television 
comics after a slow start last fall 


on NBC’s “Four Star Revue,” 
wra ‘up another w -enter- 
stanza 


bites mag | ae tis With. i 
er Kay Si and moppet Bunny 
Lewbel adding to the fun, the 
show ran smoothly, a pace 
that could be envied by some 
of NBC’s other TV comedians. 
Baar ay unlike some i hg —— 
funnymen, wo ow 

anteeing a steady stream of 

chuckles. t he can also get the 


i point for one of the better 
programs in the recent Melton 


series. . 

Film had Disney, and an actor 
playing Melton, take a tour of the 
cartoonist’s studio on his miniature 
steam-operated train. ey ex- 
aye the various steps involved 

turning live models for the 
Alice” characters into the final 


informative, with Melton doing an 


am, the film served as a good | round -tri 


animated cartoon. This gave view- 
ers a chance to see Ed Wynn and 
Jerry lonna, who supplied 
voices fof two of the characters. 
Trailer was both ente and 


Pp. 
Dick Foran did a competent job 
as the hurling addict and Cloris 


standing frau. Edith King and Don 
Hamner re red nicely as the 
mother and a catcher. Oldtime 
baseball great Rabbit Maranville 
played himself, and socked over a 
performance as a tough Yankee 
coach. Piece had g ond 
flavor and strawhat appeal. 

.Production wasn’t as slick or as 
pretentious as the “Studio One” 
standard but less was ade- 





okay job on narra 
sumably explaining it to his 12- 





yocks, however, was evidenced by 





(Continued on page 38) 


Bril. 


initialer, emerging as an okay ad- } 


With Dick Foran, Cloris Leachman, |‘ 


a_ baseball: 


Leachman clicked as his under-. 


NBC-TV, from New York 
_ (SSC&B) 

“Cameo Theatre,” TV’s approx- 
imation of the “theatre-in-the- 
round” technique, which excited 
.considerable viewer comment 
when introduced last season by 


Albert McCleery, returned to the 
video lanes Monday night (18). It 
is doing summer duty in the slot 
vacated by the Paul Winchell show, 
with Noxzema picking up the tab. 


As the intial dramatic entry, 
McCleery presented “Special De- 
livery,” starring June Havoc, 
emotional episode of a neurotic, 
distraught woman whose hysteria 
almost borders on insanity. She 
writes a letter, which is sent air 
mail-special delivery, in which she 
incriminates her husband as her 
murderer, in what she thinks is a 
perfect crime. They effect a re- 
conciliation; therefore she tries to 
retrieve the letter before it is 
delivered.. This provides the sus- 
pense and the thin story thread. 


As presented in McCleery’s 
closeup treatnmfent, it was almost a 
monolog, rather tense and com- 
pelling throughout. But the sus- 
pense could have been built up 
more effectively and the -drama 
heightened. In watching the cameo 
eloseup, the viewer was always 
conscious- of unfulfilled possibi:i- 
ties. The camera work could have 
been more inventive and experi- 
mental. If the characters were 
static, the camera should have had 
more movement and flexibility. 


The story as such was okay, giv- 
ing plenty latitude for an exciting 
thriller. But if it failed to achieve 
its maximum potential as drama 
it was basically due to two weak- 
nesses—the failure of Miss Havoc 
to synchronize her facial dramatics 
with the effect she achieved vocal- 
ly, and the lacklustre utilization of 
the camera. 


The fact remains that “Cameo 
Theatre” and its mode of presenta- 
tion are intriguing. But it needs 
more courage in the free camera 
play. Rose. 


MIDWESTERN HAYRIDE 

With Bill Thall, emcee; Pleasant 
Valley Boys, the Rangers, County 
Briar Hoppers, Ernie Lee, Jerry 
Byrd, Lee Jones, Pine Mountain 
Boys, Judy Perkins, Buddy Ross, 
Charlie Gore, Thall & Elmer 

Producer-director: John Morris 

60 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. 

PARTICIPATING 

NBC-TV, from Cincinnati 


“Midwestern Hayride,” long a 
WLW-Cincy hillbilly feature, gets 
an NBC network ride (to Sept. 1) 
in the hot weather hocus-pocus TV 
reschedulings. It does not shape 
up—it didn’t on the preem (16)— 
a reasonable slotting for the 
rst hour of the 90-minute giant 
vacated by the Sid Caesar-Imogene 
Coca “Show of Shows,” which has 
spread-eagled the Saturday night 
field all season. 

Not taking any chances, CBS 
mounted its offensive by peng 
into By a i ae — 
pair 0 guns; Faye Emer- 
son ot ee the 9 p.m. 
with the new “Wonderful Town,” 
drawing upon show biz names na- 
tive to cities saluted and, in an- 
other promotior push, moved in 
the Robert Q. Lewis “The Show 
Goes On”. at 9:30. Even ‘so, it 
would not surprise if an AB 
sleeper at 9 p.m., a girls’ soft 
game out of cago, drew a good 
quota of total TV audience. 

uk ; ” has pron 0 ted 
without apparent regard 
largement to admixture viewers. 


troupes and , but comes a 
t_ where gee-tar and vocal fol- 
wed by vocal and gee-tar is 


strictly saturation and hence poor 
show savvy. 

A good group, County Briar 
Hoppers, whose specialty is clog- 
and-tap square dancing, is strait- 
jacketed limited area. With 
space in depth, their couple of en- 
tries could have been in 
i ae | entertainment. There 


3 





— ea a: came = tuff - with 
usual, handled the Westinghouse 
| commercials in top fashion. 


Jones ( cely as ling 
guitarist. Slim King & Pine Mour- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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With Mike POR emcee; J | Special Delivery’) a 5 ee 

Faye, Mandy Kaye, Bobbie Mar- With June Havoc, Richard McMur- | With Ezta Stone, Jeffrey Lynn, 

others ray, Rusty Lane, others Gibbs, LeRoy Anderson, 

Producer: Al Span Producer: Albert McCleery Al . Joshua Shelley, Don 
Director: Jerry Writer: Harry W. Junkin Craig Skitch Henderson 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m, “ TV Director: David Crandell - oreh 
Sustaining _ - 30 Mins., Mon., 2 pun. ~ Producer: Gil Fates 
CBS-TV from N. Y. NOXZEMA Director: Jack 


: Donohue 
Writers: Arnold Peyser, Louis Hey- 


ward ; 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. 
PEPSI-COLA 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Biow) 


New CBS-TV entry should con- 
siderably brighten up the Saturday 
evening lineup, particularly during 
the summer hiatus season. “Won- 
derful Town” is predicated on an 
interesting concept, salyting a city 
and presenting guests ascociated 
with the locale. On that basis it 
has fine promotional potentialities 
for plugging in various video mar- 


an | kets 


Initialer Saturday (16) was dedi- 

cated to Boston, with a quintet of 
Hub celebs: actors Jeffrey Lynn 
and Ezra Stone, composer LeRoy 
Anderson, cartoonist Al Capp and 
singer Georgia Gibbs. Airer aimed 
for a fantasy at ere, with Miss 
Emerson spieling lightly on Bos- 
tonian traditions, customs and his- 
tory, wandering easily around the 
set and chatting informally with 
the guests. Although there are 
some variety elements, the format 
blends the Baedeker, interview and 
performance segments in flexible 
manner, 
_ Program spend with a quickie 
interview with Capp, an “improper 
Bostonian” who gabbed about his 
“Li’l Abner” strip and exhibited a 
sketch of the Harvard Yard. That 
cued Miss Emerson’s strolling to a 
set depicting the Yard, where the 
Don Craig male chorus (6) sang 
the college’s alma mater tune, “Fair 
Harvard.” Song was well done, but 
lacked enough visual appeal. 

Anderson, a Harvard alumnus, 
had a tete-a-tete with the femcee 
on his cleffing of “Fiddle Faddle,” 
“Syncopated Clock,” etc., and pi- 
anologged his “Jazz Pizzicato,” for 
an entertaining spot. Stone’s por- 
tion, in which he was togged out as 
a Minute Man and got bogged 
down in -some poetic recitation, 
was only mildly amusing. High- 
spot was Georgia Gibbs’ warbling 
of George and Ira Gershwin’s 
whimsical tune on the city of the 
bean and the cod. She came back 
later to sock over “Skylark.” 

Less successful was Lynn's por- 
trayal of a Backbay snob. His dis- 
sertation on the Hub’s aristocratic 
prejudices and practices (such as 
birdwatching) had some neat satiric 
lines, but wasn’t too effectively 
presented. - 

Show wisely wasn’t just an un- 
critical piug for the town but 
spoofed some of its customs (such 
as Boston’s hook bannings). Music 
composed and conducted by Skitch 
Eso year (Miss Emerson’s spouse) _ 
was’ topflight. 

Sets by Al Ostrander and Cath- 
leen Ankers were generally good, 
but the backdrops represent fa- 
miliar landmarks should -be either 
more pictorial or more abstract. 
Preduction and direction were 
good and the writing bright and 
adult. Commercial featuring Joshua 
Shelley as the “Pepsi-Cola Man” 
was effective, but spotting of the 
first plug interrupted the — 


CAPTAIN GLENN’S BANDWAG- 


With Glenn Rowell, Paul Luther 
Producer: John Morris 
15 Mins., Mon,-Fri., 5 p.m. 
KROGER CO. 4 
WLW-T, Cincinnati 
(Ralph H. Jones Co.) 

Teamed after their separate 
ways in radio and TV for 23 years 
or more, Glenn Rowell and Paul 
Luther come up with a kidfection 
that is a natural for see-hear air- 
in It’s a puppet show with 
pon al characters in human oF agro 
nee B nya spiced with comedy and 
‘m fo 2 ee? * -e ? “ ~~ 


The Kroger Co. latched onto the 
series after a priming buildup of 
several weeks. Time is a natural, 
immediately following “Howdy 
Doody,” for juve reception. 
Hand manipulation and voicing 

ppets are done expertly A 
Luther. He was an emcee on WGN, 
Chicago, before doing freelance 
dramatic work on net shows in the 
east, and lately om the TV version 
of “Stop the Music.” 

Rowell, of Ford and Glenn, a 
pioneer piano and singing team in 
radio, and who did a kid series in 
recent years on WTIC, Hartford, 
is the Captain Glenn in this new 
show. His kindly face, pleasing 
voice and piano playing and high 
: vow Reg -_ — 
coat are endearing to small fry. 

Dialog and situations are themed 
to encourage good behavior and 
fee x r sole it 4 

e eyes ck is applie 
to tex 1d names of viewers and, 


smoothly, to remind the little 
ones about eating ’s ice 
eream cones, Koll. 
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Television Chatter 








New York . 
” CBS’ Irving Mansfield subject of 
two-part. profile in Cosmopolitan 
this fall .. . Grace Russell, of CBS. 


_ going New England-way for vaca- 


tion . . . Pincus brothers, produc- 
ers of “Ellery Queen,” taking ad- 
vantage of current-day headlines 
in projecting “Death in a Capsule” 
for tomorrow night’s (Thurs.) “El- 
lery” script on DuMont. It’s the 
yarn of a heroin-pusher working 
among high schoo] students, with 
Michael Strong as the pusher. 
William J. Barrett, associated 
with N. W. Ayer agency, left last 
weekend for the Coast where he'll 
line up a series of 26 quarter-hour 
vidpic adaptations of short stories 
. . . Jay Barney doing “Pulitzer 
Prize Playhouse” Friday (22), 


“Armstrong Circle Theatre” Tues- 


day (26) and “Big Story” June 29 

_ Gar Lucas and Allan Hersh- 
feld packaging “Harmony High- 
way” with Bobby Sherwood .. . 
Jan Murray guests on James Mel- 
ton’s NBC-TV show tomorrow 
(Thurs.) . . . Sammy Kaye orch will 
¢o a series of five appearances on 
Ee 





DuMont’s valcade of Bands” 
starting July 3... Announcer John 
Lotas back from Texas where he 


did a film for the Air Force... 


Bill Stern narrates Columbia pic 
short, “Mr. Tennis,” now at the 
Globe. 

Actor Merrill E. Joels set for a 
feature role on NBC’s “One Man’s 

Family” Saturday (23) . Mickey 
Alpert, TV casting director for the 
Kudner agency, mapping a tour of 
the strawhats this summer while 

“Martin Kane,” which he casts, is 
on a hiatus. 

William Prince signed by CBS 
to co-star with Diana Lynn in the 
projected “Egg and I” series, test 
kinescope of which is to be lensed 
in N. Y. Saturday (23). Eddie Al- 
bert was originally mentioned for 
the male lead... . Dan Petrie sub- 
bing for Frank Telford as director 
of ABC’s “Pulitzer Prize Play- 
house” Friday . Mrs. Francis 


former manager of the now-de- 


funct Rose’s Diamond Horse- 
shoe, N. Y., joined ABC as an as- 
sociate director ... Hunt Rylander 


supervised the special effects on 
the presentation of “Coriolanus” 
June 11 via CBS “Studio One”... 
Robert Preston, currently starring 
in “Twentieth Century” on Broad- 
way, ~~ for Ralph Bellamy on 
CBS’ Against Crime” for 
five bia "ering June 29. For 
13 weeks starting July 6, Phil Reis- 
man, Jr., former story editor of 
RKO-Pathe, subs for Lawrence 
Klee as scripter on the show... 
Jack Carson slated to receive a 
“humorist of the year” award to- 
night at the annual dinner of the 
International Newspaper Circula- 
tion Managers Assn. at the Hotel 
Statler, Washington. Comedian 
opens on the stage of Loew’s Capi- 
|tol, Washington, today .. . Time 
magazine planning a cover story 
on RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff to break in about three 
weeks. -Jime’s staffers currently 
interviewing top industry execs. 


Hollywood 


Harrison Dunham. former gen- 





Head of the John Gibbs agency 
leaves for London June 28 to 


huddle with Christopher Mann, | 
She'll op- | 


Ltd., British associates. 
tion properties and talent for 
NBC’s Robert Montgomery series 
and other packages .. . John Flem- 
ing, who wrote and produced one of 
the eafliest video dramatic shows 
on CBS, now scripting “Pietro’s 
Place,” aired at noon Thursdays on 
NBC and originating from WPTZ, 
Philadelphia ... Arthur Barkow, 














NATIONAL ADVERTISERS — 


ase Of 





“The most efficient and 


economical 


medium of 


reaching the vast ITALIAN 
market of New York 


- station... 


WHOM 


. according te ADVERTEST RESEARCH which 
reached this conclusion after making an elabo- [ 
vate survey of listening habits in Italian homes. 





ADVERTEST RESEARCH also found... 


; WHOM delivers Italian listeners for as low as 27c 
per thousand for a 15-minute program; as low as 8c per 


thousand for a spot announcement, . 


WHOM broadcasts 8 of the first 10 most popular 


Italian programs. 


hours daily. 


WHOM and Station A compete in Italian from 
2.00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. Monday through Saturday. ,Dur- 
ing this competitive period, WHOM delivers listeners at 


WHOM families listen an average of 4.2. hours 
daily to Italian radio programs. Families who listen to 
other Italian radio stations listen an average of 2.7|T 


‘a 28% lower cost per thousand than Station A. 


(Well worth remembering, teo! The tHalian group 
of metropolitan New York is populous enough te 


rank a¢ the éth largest city in the VU. $.). 


WHO ME 
Chicago ° 


AM-FM @ The tl. Progresso Station 


136 W. 52 ST., NEW YORK 19-° Circle 6-3900 | Bsces 


eral manager of KTTV, appointed 
| director of TV of Commodore Pro- 
ductions. Commodore, originally 
formed to handle radio packages 


ance ane in Birmingham . 


WGN-TV rations chief Bob 
Hibbard frau vacat in 
Mexico ... ABC’s wrestling gabber 


Wayne Griffin reports back to duty 
after a short hitch in St. Francis 
Hospital ... Frann Weigle 
over the 6:30 to 6:45 p.m. spot on 
WGN-TV - a sports roundup, 
sponsored by Walton Motors .. . 
Zenith Radio Corp. showcased 

Phonevision system last week at 


. . . Swift has latched on to the 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday ség- 
ments of Clint Youle’s early eve- 
ning weather show on WNBQ . 
U. S. Brewing Co. (Rheingold beer)- 
has renewed Jack Brand’s “A Hit 
Is Made,” featuring John Barclay, 
on WENR-TV. 


Frank Warren in from New York 
for huddles with writer Lois Solo- 
mon about a tele show built around 
Lou Brownie, orch leader . . .Mages 
Sporting Goods is bankrolling two 
weekly feature films on WGN-TV 
Edward Madden, Rudd Lawrence 
and Dr. Thomas Coffin in from 
1 ate Ba home office last week to 
splay web’s Hofstra TV report 
hefers nearly 100 Windy City 
client and agency reps. . . National 
Credit Clothiers have ordered a 
Sunday night feature pic on 
WENR-TV ... WGN-TV sales man- 














takes | 


the Catholic Theatre Conference 





Wwowo in Fort Wayne, Ind., hag 
been appointed manager of KDKA 
its} here. He succeeds Joe™ 


who was recently promoted to biss 
of all Westinghouse radio stations 
with headquarters in“ Washington, 
D. C, Baudino takes up his new 


Post July 1, sticking around to 
help Duffield get acquainted 
locally. 


To replace latter at the Westing. 
house ‘operation in Fort Wayne, 
Baudino has named Frank Tooke, 
program director of KYW in Phila. 
delphia, who held down the same 
post in Pittsburgh before going to 
Philly about a year ago. 





Quello’s WJR ‘Post 


Detroit, June 19. 
James H. Quello has been named 
director of public relations and ad. 
vertising for WJR in a realignment 
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branched out into video and at + wl me ‘a Pig Baath a key- of station duties, it was announced 
present is working on plans for vid-| fab) June 30 in Cleveland . Pat | by John F. Patt, president of the 
pix Bog | Dvorak ag ry Denny of WENR-TV’s “Commodore three Goodwill Stations, and Worth 
or a , - we ‘Adoo’ a \-TV | Club” named honorary commodore | Kramer, veepee and general. man. 
ose i aoe Oa e Wine Ne Saturday (16) of the Columbia] ager. ~- 

pam Bat . erg irst kly, | Yacht Club’s 60th annual deep wa-| Formerly publicity and promo 
re a tal on Pt anarir Mp : Y>| ter race .. . Lenny Nathanson back tion manager of the station. Quel 
ime and talent. Show airs thrice | from the Coast to join teevee divi- 

weekly . . . Phillipe de Lacy upped | sion of Atlas Films lo, in his new post, will supervise 
ito assistant program director at r the national and local advertising 
KTTV from his spot as nighttime for the station and head the sta- 
exectuive director. Bob Seal heads| Baytown, Tex.—Bill Lightfoot, tion’s public relations. activities, 
new department to coordinate all| formerly in radio at Houston and| For the -past 18 -months he 
physical facilities of the outlet,| San Antonio, has been named man-| acted as public relations rep | 
John Rovick takes over as chief | ager of KREL here. "the three Goodwill Stations. 
announcer and Jamee Jamet be- a anmsuemnagndaentinanienaienaiiaienaiie 
comés acting traffic manager .. . . ; 
Wes Beeman, producer of “Lights. 4 
Camera, Action,” set up a dealif | 
with Earle Harper to start shooting ; 

on three 15-minute telepix, “Stamp 

of History.” Series, dealing with 

U. S. postage stamp’s history, rolls | - ; 
at Goldwyn Studios this week . ‘ 
Consolidated TV Productions starts : 
new — of Rp ae Keaton porn The 

pix is week, on an increased | 

budget. Keaton now airs over 17 | M E M oO 

stations ... John Braislin, camera- | 

man, and James Morrison, engi- | 

ase. a a -TV, left for a, 

stretch wi nele Sam’s army .. . | 

Frank Wisbar inked John Warbur- | To: RADIO AND TELEVISION INDUSTRY 

ton for top role in “Handcuffed”’ | 

new telepix in Fireside Theatre | 

series ... Lorraine Cugat bows on | From: RADIO WRITERS GUILD OF 

KECA-TV in July with her 20-| : > 

iece band on a new video show. | AUTHORS LEAGUE OF AMERICA, INC. 

our-long vidshow will intersperse ; ; 
variety acts with band. nunibers. | 

sated ae sar got sea = 

ms’ “Front an enter” show : . ; 
on KTTY_ to. originate from the | 1. The Radio Writers Guild, a demo- 
entury eatre in BevHills. For- : 

S| merly pond gyn’ — moved | cratic organization open to all 
rom cam o camp for remote | 
selasaur. tmetede Mademie heen who write or wish to write for 

on KITV with a new daily 15- radio and television, has this |. 

Pat O’Brien turns telegic star to- rimary function : 
day (Tues.) with the start of lensing | P < ¥ ion under its SoeK” 
on “The Pat O’Brien Show,” a new | stitution—to assure each of 
15-minute series . . . Shooting on a i ; re ' 

productions has been | s 3 
poned due to the illness of sional opportunity. r 
urene Tuttle .. . Seymour Berns ' “ 
is producing the new Billie Burke 
— anno Tey. <a ‘ 
naugura a new summer show, 
“Fro sty Frolies, “A ade revue trom Ze dio Radio Writers Guild < 

e Polar Palace, Hollywo ce- mem 
pect, gy Aa el embers are being deprived of 
new telepic indie, leased space at the chance to earn a living in- 
Samuel ldwyn studios and will ‘ : ; 
rade —— Fema oe’ “ihe | } their chosen field by such 

on gy ou e | , 
terman ... Edd w ro- A 
duce and “hee in pe weet of ma blacklist, the loyalty ques- ~ 
“The errys” which gets ’ 
jo erway in July. : Half-hour stan- tionnaire and the morals : 
1zas a family situation for- 8 
Ne ge will also star his wife, sagas each of Pica in its “4 
ns ous Ww “jee 9 
xs telepix series tagged he; x4 8 iret d at the ae RE 
_Disress of t ews," went hefere basic. economic welfare of our after 
under ae. % ny 
Joe Sawver Mickey | ‘ nls 
See ganas Sty Seabee, | 
: ancy, a on 4 
Pe ge flim activities. Sian 3. Deploring auch practices, alg ‘s 
Rogers, and Louise : i 
Beavers alrea have been set or are notoriously anti-union, the 
e fe $ gn - 
Norma Gilichtiet as fashion consult Radio Writers Guild promises 
ant for all his telescri ptions active resistance to them In 
Television Genter, exon returned | the future as in the past we wid 
rom Honolulu an gan huddiles | 
on the second in the “Florian Slap- not judge our members, we 
Wood. Haan J. Taylor, KFI- defend them. 
manager, off to Denver for the As- 
sociation of the West conclave. 

Tom Horan, whose _NBC ties: = 
WEG / Moves into the y ares Se ° ee ge 
‘talon a nent. .He re- ‘ So ES tite es RAT Nt = Gilt a 

fo. jer : ‘whe bas ves ed OTR Se tack ee Fe ees 
signed to. join his father’s. ingur- coe 
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HOLLYWOOD 


~ STAR PLAYHOUSE 


moves to ABE aapro 


THURSDAYS, 8:30-9 pm, BEGINNING JULY 26 


Here is one of the hottest entertainment buys of the year... 


Because of the talent — The biggest names in 
Hollywood ...two of them every week! The show 
will be scripted by many of radio’s foremost 
writers; directed by Jack Johnstone. Music under 
the leadership of Basil Adlam. 


Because of the time — Thursday night on ABC 
...in the choice 8:30-9 spot immediately preceding 
Old Gold’s Original Amateur Hour. An ideal spot 
for the right sponsor to be in! 


Because of the audience— Hollywood Star Play- 
house has been pulling down a lifetime average 
rating of 10,3*...has hit as high as 13.8* (even 
though the show preceding it has averaged only 
5.6*). Thus, Hollywood Star Playhouse has built 
its own loyal audience...an estimated ready-made 
audience of over five million radio families! 


*Nielsen 


— ABC. panic 


American Broadcasting Company 


Because of the price—The talent cost per week 
is only $5,000 net, plus gommercial announcer. 


COMPARE: Compare this great radio buy dol- 


« lar for dollar with the top shows in television. 


According to Nielsen figures, HSP is currently 
reaching more homes than all but four of the 195 
rated television shows. And these four programs 
cost up to 8 times as much as Hollywood Star 
Playhouse ! 


Compare Hollywood Star Playhouse with com- 
petition in radio: compare its prestige, its talent, 
its time, its ready-made audience, its rating 
history, and (most of all) its price. Then pick 
up the phone and call ABC RADIO SALES, 
Circle 7-5700 for complete details. 


a 
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tain Boys were special with “Tim- 
ber Trail.” Yodeling guitarist Judy 
Perkins handled “Foggy River 
niftily. Ernie Lee had a well- iped 
“Shotgun Boogie.” Extra g S 
Jerry Byrd's “Limehouse Blues 
chirp on pedestaled electric guitar. 
The Rangers essayed “Ridin’ Down 
the Canyon” smoothly. Louis In- 
nis’ folksiness was shown off in his 
own “Good Night, Cincinnati, Good 
Morning, Tennessee.” ore 

There was a welcome relief in a 
non-hillbilly, non-vocal accordion 
number by Buddy Ross. Red Turn- 
er manipulated a five-string banjo 
and chanted “When I’m -Gone 
adeptly. A good-looking tad, 
Charie Gore, was tops in a p.ain- 
tive, creamily voiced “If It’s Wrong 
to Love You,” supported by his 
guitar. Zeke Turner got a spot 
with juiced gee-tar sans chantery. 

Bill Thall, the Willie of WLW-| 
TV’s Willie & Elmer on “Morning 
Matinee.” is lively and grassroot- 
ish in the emceeship department, 
but should bone up on the local 
spot announcements, since some of 
them he tagged as “salés” were ac- 
tually public service plugs for 
Army nurses, Marine recruitment, | 
etc. He and partner Elmer try a 
couple of comedy and chant in-| 
nings. one ot them a competitive | 
“Darktown Strutters” - “Ragtime 
Cowboy” mating. There were | 
eight breaks about evenly mixed 
between commercials and pubserv- 
ice. 





sinipeiniaininacconan | 


MR. AND MRS. KUP 

With Irv and Essie 
guests 

Director: John Alexander 

30 Mins.: Sat., 9:30 p.m. 

VITAMIN CO. OF AMERICA 

WBKB, Chicazo 


Kupcinet; | 


ily with Cole. 


1, 


| go of it on a commercial basis. It’s 


with Bob Hope 

during his recent Chi visit. Reel 
played off with good laughs. An- 
other high spot was Fran Allison 
and Archie Levington’s (Mr. and 
Mrs.) live visit with the Kupcinets. 
Couple arrived while the hosts 
were interviewing Nat (King) Cole 
and were used with a good switch 
as Miss Allison sang “Too Young 
which currently is identified close- 


Actually, Kup had latched onto 
too many people for proper han- 
dling. Cole’s bit was little more 
than a plug for his Chicago Thea- 
tre booking and music-publisher 
Levington’s discussion of the fu- 
ture of Chi as a pop tune centre 
was given no time to develop. 
Stanza has a good opener with 
columnist briefing his missus on 
the latest gossip. The old type- 
writer device could be done away 
without any loss. 

Commercials were the usual 
heavy-handed vitamin slugs with 
Kup asking viewers to believe they 
help him keep going on his wee 
hour beat and the film showing a 
Frankie and Johnnie that were 
“old before their time” had strong 
overtones of pulp mag advertising. 

Dave. 


CURIOSITY SHOP 
With Don Herbert, Marlin Perkins, 
Louis Roen, Jim Hurlburt 
Producer-director: Larry Auerbach 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 
JEWEL STORES 
WNBQ, Chicago 
“Curiosity Shon” is a-laudable 
venture into the “educational” 
field but it points up the dilemma 
of such formats trying to make a 


derwen a grilling from the. four 


(Doner) . the old question of how to adhere 

It was inevitable that Chicag0/to the “educational-informational” 
and frau video stints. This one,| enough audience appeal so the 
featuring Sun-Times columnist Irv| show is watched for its intrinsic 
Kupcinet and his wife, Essie,| interest by the many rather than 
should catch on fairly well. Scribe | viewed for its educational values 
and partner, despite a slight tend-| by the few. “Shoo.” on basis of 








| now-routine vitamin plugs and the 


ency to run afoul of each other's | 
lines on session seen (16), work} 
smoothly together in the neatly 
produced show. Because Kup is 
able to line up the top show biz 
and sports names for guest shots 
on the program, it’s an above-aver- 
age entry in the local sweepstakes. 

For example, spicer to this par- 
ticular frame was an exclusive 











in “THE MILKMAN” 
(Universal-international 
Management WILLIAM M@RRIS AGENCY 


| by their general science -instruc- 




















Profitable TV Audience 
exclusive with 


WGAL-TV? 


= Channel 4 
EFLANCASTER, PENNA. 


~ 


y 


4 


Clair R. McCollough, Pres. | 
Represented by 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


los Angeles ® San Francisco Chicago 


New York 


segment scanned (17). rates tops in 
informational content but low in 
its broad appeal. 


Format has a trio of “experts” 
discussing a scientific or historical | 
phenomenon from three different | 
angles. On this frame, fire was | 
discussed in its destructive, con- | 
structive and chemical aspects. | 
Marlin Perkins took over the de-| 
structive side with a background | 
commentary of forest fire film. | 
Emphasis was on the need for cau- | 
tion. Louis Roen then took over | 
and using an ancient Balinese fire | 
mask went into the historical back- 
ground, describing how the an- 
cients viewed fire. Physio-chemico 
explanation was presented by Don 
Herbert. 

Trio of gabbers handled their 
chores in excellent fashion. Pro- 
duction evidenced good prepara- 
tion and the medium was effective- 
ly used to add visual values to the 
discussion. But it all added up to 
something that was watched by 
youngsters, specifically assigned it 


tor but probably bypassed for more 


' 


Ms ka) TV AFFILIATE 


A STEINMAN STATION 


a 


exciting fare by viewers left to 
their own choice. 

Plugs for food store client were 
ably handled by Jim we 
we, 


PRESS CONFERENCE 


How 
Spencer Allen, Tony 
Ross De Lue 
Director: Don Cook 
30 Mins.; Tues., 7 p.m. 
AMERICAN VITAMINS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 
(Counselors) 


Although interest values on this 
local reporter vs. news personality 
format may. fluctuate rather wide- 
ly, depending upon the news figure 
involved, idea is basically sound 
and should pay off with a steadily 
building viewer clientele. Show is 
a variation of the “Meet the Press” 
theme and, except for a few flaws, 
registers as a highly acceptable, 
informative session. 

Michael Howlett, regional Office 
of Price Stabilization director, un- 


news men on show seen (12). 
Healthy indication that panel was 
operating under no _ restrictions 
was evidenced by the range of 
ueries aimed at the price boss. 
uestions ranged- from  Sun- 
Timesman Frederic Kuh’s asking 





| whether the present price control | 


law doesn’t actually result in 
“rationing by the purse,”  to/| 
Herald-American writer Ross De- 
Lue’s query as to the need for any 
form of price stabilization. Un- 
fortunately, for the good of the 
show, price controls and himself. 
Howlett wasn’t too successful in | 
parrying the thrusts. 

Moderating was Lee Schooler, 
who kept things moving at a good 
pace and threw in some significant 
queries himself. Opener, which 
had the quartet of reporters phras- | 
ing their “first” question prior to | 
the appearance of Howlett, was 
much more forced than the actual 
give-and-take, but was meaningless 
since most of them forgot to ac- | 
‘tually ask it. 

Marty Hogan stepped in for the 





intros. Dave. 


Tele Followups 


Continued from page 35 


} 

















year-old daughter, who was watch- 
ing at her home. 

Rest of the program was an im- 
provement over recent weeks, with | 
the ballet and chorus used more | 
often to give the production more | 
variety. Highlight was the finale, 
a camp meeting sketch, in which 
Melton sang “David and Goliath,” 
while a midget and tall guy drama- 
tized the lyrics. Soprano Dorothy 
Warenskjold scored with her 
thrushing and teamed nicely with 
Melton to do the current pop bal- 
lad, “Too Young.” Acromaniacs 
registered with their excellently- 
paced balancing and tumbling act. 


“Sam Levenson Show” is still 
breezing along as a warm, familiar 
and hearty slice of life on the 
lighter but-oh-how-true side. It’s 
all of that and more because of 
Levenson himself, a large friendly, 
plain-looking solid citizen who 
looks like anything but a laugh- 
giver and is, in fact, not a comic 
but a genuine monologist in the 
old tradition. 

As caught (16) he emerged with 
the same infectious and _ self- 
chucking wit that has character- 
ized his video work from the start. 

The “problems” offered to studio 
audiences are, as per usual, mere 
pegs on which to hang Levenson’s 
expansive introes and interpola- 
tions. Problem No. 1 was a baby 
sitter whose father prefers to ac- 
company her on her stint and is 
promptiy voted down by the audi- 
ence; problem 2 was a father 
whose wife and daughters hog the 
closet space,'and in this case the 
audience sided with pop. All sorts 
of “plights” came up when the 
four sons of N. Y. Post columnist 
Leonard Lyons entered their par- 
ticular complaints against_ their 
sire. Lyons and his brood (13 down 
to three years) looked like one of 
the nicest families around, adding 
4 neat touch on eve of Father’s 

ay. 


CBS-TV’s “Ford Theatre” 
Friday (15) aired a s y produc- 
tion, “Night Over on,” adapted 
from the Kay Boyle novel, “Mon- 
day Night.” Story was interesting, 
concérning a young reporter who 
believes a man sentenced to death 
for murder was actually innocent. 
Prisoner had been convicted on 
the testimony of an expert on 
‘poisons, whom the reporter inves- 
tigated and finally uncovered as 
the real c 5 

On the plus side of the 1 

good motivation, such as 
reporter’s pursuing the 





own dictatorial father and because 


“Please . . . Not Buried Alive!” is title of a fullpage ‘ad 
Nashville, which will appear in trade 


Ws. 
Ad says that the tomn! 


journals. 
stone, “Radio—1920-1951—the Operation Was a Success, But the 


Patient Died,” won't be erected over th 


patient is still alive and virile. 


AM medium because the 


Citing its own case as an example, WSM says its business has never 


been better, that is, has more peo 
that it is originating 17 network’ 


it sold so much merchandise or served so many people.” 


-on its payroll than ever before, 
ws weekly and “never before has 


4 


CBS, as part of its AM promotion campaign, this week has_a full pa 


ad on “Television’s Big Brother.” 


Copy is based on highpoints of the 


web’s new radio pitch, and stresses that AM reaches “America’s total 
market, through 96,000,000 radio sets....Last year alone there were 
more new radio sets manufactured—over 4,500,000—than television’s 
total aceumulation of some 12,500,000.” 


“The Original Amateur Hour Story,” a booklet giving the history 
of the ABC radio and NBC-TV stanza, has been published for $1. Tome, 
Starting with the days when the airer was-emceed by Major Edward 
Bowes, contains photos of celebs who got their start on the amateur 
hour—including photostats of their original audition applications, 
Among these are Frank Sinatra. Vera-Ellen, Paul Winchell, Lou Wills, 
Jr., Jack Carter, Muriel Smith, Gertrude Ribla, Jan Bart, Ray Malone, 
Sara Berner, Regina Resnik, and Robert Merrill. 

Journal also includes pictures and pieces on ihe various witiners 
through the years, story of the VIP shows which have become an an- 
nual event, and a biog of emcee Ted Mack. 


Specific instructions on procedures to follow in event of an emer- 
gency have been given to radio and television station managers in 
New York City by Seymour Siegel, the city’s civil defense communica- 


tions director. 


Also provided was a special study on broadcast statien security, 
Latter was prepared by a committee which included Tom Phelan, NBC; 
Cy Samuelson, WOR; Eric Herud, DuMont; Charles Gilbert, CBS; 
William Trevarthen, ABC; Ruth Hurd, WMCA; and John DeProspo, 


WNYC. . 


Brooklyn Red Cross and WMGM, N. Y., have issued a special edition 
of “Care and Protection of Dodger Fans,” a lightly-treated treatise on 
how to avoid accidents, shock, indigestion and other mishaps while 
watching or listening to Brooklyn baseball games. 


(25). 


Tome was prepared for the special Yankee-Dodger fracas on Monday 
WMGM airs the Dodger ballcasts. 


Time-for-space swap has been arranged between WNBC and WNBT, 


N. Y., and Parents Institute magazines. 


Deal will give the NBC stations 


.3 


one page monthly in the Metropolitan N. Y. edition of Parents, a page 
in the Coast edition for KNBC and KNBH, and a page in the national 
edition for the network. Additionally, there will be pages in PI’s twe 
new books, Compact and 21. 

WNBC also gets rights to adapt material fram the mags. 





during the war, as a member of a 


don cafe. Vehicle sustained through 
court martial, he had sentenced a 


the hour, but the overall effect 


;man to death. Business of a men- 


tally warped scientist also was in- 
triguing. However, there were 
weak spots, as in the maid’s being 
too free with information and in 
the denouement, where the mad 
doctor so conveniently recited all 
his crimes to a photo of his dead 
wife, with the reporter waiting be- 
hind the screen. 

Hugh. Reilly and Stella Andrew 
turned in good performances as the 
journalist and the widow of a man 
who had been unjustly hanged. 
Alexander Clark was competent as 
the toxicologist. Other members 
of the cast did well, except for 
some fluffs by the judge. 

Al Ostrander’s sets were top- 
flight. Producer Werner Michel 
and Director Franklin Schaffner 
devised some good visual effects, 
as in creating the sense of a foggy 
night and in shooting one scene 
through a prismatic vase. Ben 
Ludlow’s musie ba und was 
effective, and includ some rec- 
ords of the George Shearing combo 
to convey the atmosphere of a Lon- 


The ‘‘hard sell’’ boys know 
they have to talk loud to be 
heard in Philly’s hotly competi- 
tive market. These wise birds are 
telling each other that WFIL’s 
voice penetrates all the vast 
14-County Philadelphia Retail 
Trading Area and reaches 
far beyond. 


Two-thirds of the radio- 
equipped homes seem to have 
their dials stuck on WFIL, says 
BMB. WFIL, with 5,000 watts, 
yanks in more regular 
than 50,000 watts in of 
this $6 billion market area, 
BMB reveals. 


Trouble is, say the market- 
wise, too many people think of 
Philly radio only in terms of the. 
city. They forget that half the 
sales, half the profits show up in. 
147 towns outside city limits, but 


watts at 560—is worth 20 times 
the power at double the frequency 








in America’s third market. = 


wasn’t as slick as it should have 
been. 





Plattsburg, N. Y¥.— Announcer 
Frank Allan, for the past three 
years with WREN, Topeka, has 
joined WEAV here as program di- 








Whiz Biz When 560 
Hits WFIL-adelphia | 
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e. 
Inside Stuff—Televi pach asey ~ oes ' : 
01 7, N. ¥., at 100th St, and Fifth A fi WV | 
CBS has designated its Studio 57, N. Y., Ave.,| ’s Monnet Series : | Continsed from pare 6 
Asbo’ as its official faci =. wre pm rp bes ae nt gular Eleanor $ | given due weight in appraisimg the , the fact of being “an existing sta- 
But the black-amwaite shows Wis thutstece ogo eatar will roe lace to-| New television children’s show, | likelihood of effectuation of the | tion.” WBAL’s record prior to the 
use’ the black Wed). Three color cameras are tobe installed, together with |in which’ Mrs. Mleanor Roosevelt | licensee's proposals. Moreover, in| hearings in the case, he said, “was 

5 monitors and other control-room equipment. =. : will narrate the stories in five dif-| 2 comparative proceeding of the} not at all well-balanced. Yet the 
a Sever Faye Emerson’s Saturday night program for Pepsi-Cola will continue | ferent languages, has been set. as} type before us, we must give seri-| majority relies on the improv2ment 
| re, av enate from the studio. CBS is pointing to the ease of switching | one of the first properties to be | us consideration to the high de-|in the service ... . as furnishing 
fore has to ‘ f its syst in line with the It Ente $,| gree of probability of continuation | the basis for placing greater re- : 

to color as another inherent advantage o system, in packaged by Roosevelt rprises, Se ectetine cecloehs a i the ability of WBAL to # 

} fact that the color signals will be fed to the regular master control Inc., new’ indie firm created ‘this existing d e pe sereeeee ance sek nk a - by 
ull page ystem at Grand Central Station, N. Y., and then out over the air. via | week by Elliott Roosevelt. Other |S against. paper proposals which,| carry ou program proposa Vi 
$ of the ® lar transmitter shows being readied are the Actors’ |0n the basis of the record before} than on the ability of Public Serv- ett 
pa potal a ; Studio hour-long dramatic series; | US, we sare not convinced can be Ve — Corp. (Pearson and +e | 
re were . i itled | fulfilled. en).” Pieg 

Seinn? As a result of a series of letters dispatched to Frank Stanton, CBS |a 15-minute daytime serial tit “ : 
——s ccalie by Comdr. Eugene F. McDonald, Jr., trade speculation is mount- | “For Better, For Worse”; a domes-| “However, the foregoing is not | pdms? - a Bert ter mae — ia 

ing as to what the Zenith topper has up his sleeve. Zenith to CBS com | tic comedy with music titled Mer- to be construed in: any ~~ as Pinte That the stile. davabees la 

, muniques have dealt with McDonald’s warnings of the “dangers” in- | maid Gardens;” “Treasure Hunt,” | giving a licensee property rights | ' tho: PosswennAtt me Pew ge 

history . i : f.the| an audience participationer with|to the use of a frequency — or |!" the Pearson-Allen prog Pp 
herent to telecasters in last week’s theatre TV exclusive tieup o p posals constitute a basis for pre- 

iL. Tome, Joe Louis-Lee Savold fight and pointed up how Zenith’s Phonevision antiques expert Sigmund Roths-|any other rights or advantages | ferrine WBAL ‘ 

Edward device could provide a home boxoffice for regular television. | child, and “When Your Ship Comes | over a competing applicant for rise Hee 8 age gga PR GE : 

amateur Seen in the background of the Phonevision pitch to Stanton is the | In,” a quiz program. facilities, except such favora ~ a leak tases thnk dike. eamkeeae aes 7 

ications, CBS color system. With Zenith refusing to go on record one way or| With Ellidtt Roosevelt as prez of | Consideration as may flow oS eh ecion will denmurenn. idlnn, ok pane H 

ma Wills, the other on the Columbia tint method, it’s believed possible thatthe new firm, his brother, John, | inference that demonstrated a “A cation Gealinathans tr aenceaauane 

Malone, McDonald may be bartering with Stanton for support of Phonevision | wili be exec veepee. Noran E. te render a service in — oe ic and. in turn “remove one of the ‘ 
in exchange for the setmaker’s support of CBS color. Kersta will serve as a veepee ‘and | interestds likely to be carried over wuidinal factors ‘whlch. teneires 

winners sales manager of the organization, | into a subsequent license term. Vindaien 4a canaiin: tn: toe-eaahihe 

an NBC will attempt the first remote pickup on its daytime “Kate Smith | Also associated in the group are Proven Performance | interest since, unquestionably. a ot 
Show” today (Wed.), when the John Butler dance group, regulars on | Dee Tucker, produeer and director; he majority ‘also felt that when | licensee is aware of the fact that, bt) 

n emer- the series, will stage two dances at Coney Island, in Brooklyn. With of Mrs. Roosevelt's daytime radio| i; finds that a service is satisfac- | if its responsibility to the public 

agers in Ted Collins, producer of the show who appears regularly with Miss | strip on WNBC, N. Y., and Henry | tory it.should consider the desir-| is not met, it runs the risk of los- 

munica- Smith, on hand to explain the pickup, the Butler group will do one | Morgenthau III, exec producer of | ahility of continuing the operation, ing the use of such radio facility : 

| dance from inside the Steeplechase, one of Coney’s rides. Cameras | her Sunday afternoon TV series on | ang “the risks: attendant upon | to a competing apnticant when the t 

security will them cut back to Miss Smith at NBC’s Hudson theatre, N. Y., for a | the same web. | terminating such service and mak- | license comes up for renewal.” a 

n, NBC: song ane AOee go back to Coney to pick up the dancers in a ballet on| Children’s show, peng — ing the eins on gr to an- a 

! : the beach, } Upon a Time,” is to be lensed in| other applicant without a proven ° ag 
1 aa > | both color and black-and-white film | record of past performance and KYW Ups Davis a 
= CBS publicity to the effect that the June 1ith staging of William | and will comprise 52 stories from | who may not be able to render in Philadelphia, June 19. 

Shakespeare’s “Coriolanus” on “Studio One” marked the first time the | different countries. They'll be | actual practice a service as desir- Gordon W. Davis, who has been 
. edition play has been presented professionally in this country brought a num- | dramatized by the Rufus and Margo | able as the one terminated.” a staff producer at KYW for the 
atise on ber of corrections from viewers and the public. Arthur Heine, an | Rose marionettes, with Mrs. Roose- The Commission said that while | last four years, has been upped to 
ss while exec of the Shakespeare Club of N. ‘au wrote VARIETY that the play velt narrating in English, French, it was “not unmindful” that | program manager at the station. 
had its debut in Philadelphia*in 1767 and has since been staged a| Spanish, Italian and German to} WBAL’s improvement may have|He succeeds Franklin A. Tooke, i 
Monday number of times in the U. S. It was presented by the WPA-Federal | provide a means for exporting the | been spurred by the “Blue Book” | who has been named station man- 
: Theatre at the Maxine Elliott, N. Y., in the 1937-38 season and also | flms to foreign countries, as well|or by the FCC action in calling | ager of WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
by the WPA at the Four Seasons Theatre in Roslyn, L. I., with Charles | as show them on domestic TV. hearing on its renewal application, | another Westinghouse station. ce | 
WNBT Hopkins producing and directing. NBC broadcast “Coriolanus” on its | Playwright Richard Harrity will) or the Pearson-Allen bid, it found; L. R. Rawlins, manager of KYW, <' 
stations “Radio Guild” show in the '30s under the direction of Charles War- | produce the Actors’ Studio pack-|that WBAL “has made a practical |in making the announcement, said ' 
, &@ page burton. P age, as well as “When Your Ship | demonstration of its ability to ren-| both men will assume their new 
national eh . : Comes In.” der a well-rounded program pres- | duties July 1. 
PI’s two pe 3 of the ee fe + any sew w Pinan te og erg? id prs gee entation covedting preggonene' ri the 
negotiations on pacts with six Coast videoutlets is g undertaken by . |major needs of its service area 
membership of Television Authority. Total of 28 performer-members| | Omaha — James M. McGaffin aad of its ability and bonafide In- Ep io a Doonan & Dovere: e 
already have volunteered for the chore. Idea is to probe into economics, | is, the new news director of sta-|tention to-continue to improve title on thesinent & Baker. William ki 
types of shows and over-all conditions to give TVA a clear picture of | tion WOW, pa egg = He | upon such desirable service... "| Denman is prexy and Ernest W. i 
eo~ piling me pwede per nA Arnelle peg aha, enon dhombioe c Teed ¢ omg P ila ’ t ith Coy, in his. dissent, thought the | Baker and George M. Black are Pio 
1 effect tions isn’t scheduled until November, and a second .survey probably wane Bo po as ae ot ont wi diateriar dates. toe Cai wlan ta wemmaae. BE, 
ld have will be made in the early fall to bring up to date the data gathered in “ “ : : i: 
the current inquiry. TVA has contracts with six of the seven Los|~ °°  °£.€..€”~——TS§—S” RS 
, Angeles television stations. The seventh, KFI-TV, hasn’t signed and yd baa 
néieneet is still being picketed. ; Fos . 
st. three re : 
ka, has THIS 1S TELEVISION IM THE WHAS TRADITION Fi 
Te ia : 


xi 

















Tele Dancers 


Continued from page 26 


but for the major ballet stars mak- 
ing TV guest appearances. These, 
who are notoriously underpaid ($350 
is considered high weekly pay for a 
top ballerina, with -$250 the more 
likely salary for a star), get guest 
fees for a major TV show that run 
from $250 to the $2,000 reportedly 
received by Sadler’s Wells bal- 
lerinas Moira Shearer and Margot 
Fonteyn. 


two-week basis. But dancers seem 
to find steady employment. A few 
manage to appear in two half-hour 
‘shows a week, although most 
dancers are satisfied with doing one 
show weekly. They also find a 
strong appeal in the fact that tele 
lets them lead a more normal life 
than touring with a ballet troupe, 
giving them six evenings a week 
free and chance for a home life. 

















Daytime, nighttime, any- 

time . . . Louisville's favorite 

local programs are seen on WHAS-TV. This 
has been proved by the University of Louis- 


ville in the most intensive coincidental tele- 


atn 


are on 
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WHAS-TV 


Steady Work Where tele used to be an oppor- phone survey ever conducted here, Over ‘ 
Dancers also work longer| tunity to dancers. for making a lit- . SOUS. a % 
periods in tele. Starbuck uses 12| tle money between legit shows, or 13,400 calls were made in one week. wie ttlE chooses YORE 


to 16 dancers every week, with 
most of them ‘on a 39-week con- 
tract... In other shows. contracts 


during a ballet layoff period, it has 
now become a career in_ itself. 
“Tele pays better than ballet or 


Livres. ; 
a Och MVE ras 








4 A « 


bout 
usually run 13 weeks. There are/ legit, but it's also more demand- a Newbie Freak ect ; 
also soweGiee> Dine Coneusn- Se Oras pins caymrgp iP ago = produced especially for in the afternoon... 





but in all sorts of steps. A dancer- 
must be adaptable, and learn steps 
fast—especially with shows chang- 
ing weekly. He or she also must 
be photogenic.” 
Starbuck, who has 


FOR SALE. Wiser 


been on 


“Show of Shows” since February, 
1950, sailed recently to Europe for 
an extended vacation. 





and Detroit, The petition requested 
the Commission to remand the case 
to Cunningham with directions to 
prepare another decision contain- 
ing “findings of fact and conclu- 
sions” based on the record of the 
hearings. Such a decision, the peti- 
tion added, is required under the 
Administrative Procedures Act and 
FCC rules. A 


By failing to make a determina- 
tion that the licenses of the 
Richards stations should be re- 
newed or not, said the petition, 
Cunningham has left the renewal 
applications hanging “with no pro- 
cedural for action on them 
by the Commission.” 

Challenging Cunningham's asser- 
tion that the issues in the case are 
“moot” because of Rich ’ death, 
the petition cited testimony at the 
hearings by John Patt, president 
of the stations, who has been asso- 























, ciated with Richards for 24 years. 





porticipating sponsors. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Nerman Ober switches from WCBS promotion te network program 
scriptery....Patsy Campbell featured on “Modern Romances Thurs- 
day (21)....Muriel Landers, AM-TV actress in N. Y., sez she’s not the 
same Muriel Landers beaming on a Frisco station....Johnny Mince, 
clarinetist in Archie Bleyer orch, has bought Coral Beach Court, resort 
at Indian Rocks Beach, Fla.....Father of Oscar Katz, CBS research 
director, died Wednesday (13)....WLIB, whose “American Christians 
View Israei” is being syndicated to 46 stations, gets a plaque from Dr. 
Daniel W. Poling, prexy of American Christian Palestine Committee 
_.. Jack Barry and Dan Enright have signed exclusive AM-TV rights 
to “Michael Shayne” stories of Brett Halliday....Lawrence Davidson, 
Metop bass-baritone, guests on ABC’s Hy Gardner and Bert Bachrach 
show Sunday (24) ...Lee Fields signed as vocalist for WMCA’s daily 
“Grandstand and Bandstand”... . Paul Stewart, of ABC’s “Rogue's Gal- 
lery,” to direct “Twilight Park” on Broadway next fall....Edmund 
Burke, sales veepee of Liberty Broadcasting System, has reentered 
. army; Ray A. Lewis moves up into the post....Tex and Jinx McCrary 
staffer Harriet Berg left Friday (15) for Europe where she'll tape inter- 
views; her mother, Gertrude Berg, joins her in Paris in July. . .. Howard 
Chinn, CBS’ chief audio-video engineer, elevated to a fellowship in 
Acoustical Society... ABC sales vp. Charles Ayres vacationing this 
week-in Bennington, Vt.... Charles Carroll and Chuck Webster new 
to “Our Gal Sunday”....Karl Swenson added to “Young Widder 
Brown” players....Ed Jerome added to “Front Page Farrell.” 

WNJR disk jock Carl Ide will emcee a jazz concert in Newark to- 
morrow (Thurs.)... Rebert R. Pauley has joined WOR sales staff.... 
Art Ford doing a 5 p.m. strip on WNEW in addition to his “Milkman’s 
Matinee”... Frances Velthuys, ex-Price, Robinson & Frank, to Comp- 
ton agency as Procter & Gamble AM and TV timebuyer....Carlton E. 
Morse, “One Man's Family” creator, has submitted a cross-the-board 
program, “Uncle Judge Ben,” to ABC....WMGM sportscaster Marty 
Glickman to chair sports solicitation committee for N. Y. Cerebral 
Palsy Campaign... .Judson LeHaye, Jr., has resigned as station super- 
visor for WFUV-FM, Fordham U. station....Peggy Lobbin doing “True 
Story” Friday (22). 

Vic Marsillo of WNJR last week doubled as manager of fighter 
Charlie Fusari. Only two minutes after he saw his pug lose a decision, 
Marsillo did his nightly show from the ringside at Ruppert Stadium, 
Newark....WMCA promotion chief Howard Klarman and his frau 
Betty sail on the Ile de France June 28 for a six-week European 
honeymoon....Nelson Case subbing for Hugh Conover on “Right to 
Happiness” and “Big Sister” for two weeks....Joel Sayre is scripting 


Ramparts We Watch,” on Monday (25) at 9-10 p.m.....Jerry Devine, 
producer of “This Is_Your FBI,” sailed from N. Y. last week on the 
Queen Mary for a month’s vacation in England. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Les Mitchel cabled Virginia Cooke from London to keer the scripts 
coming on “Harry Lime,” transcribed series starring Orson Welles. -.. 
Kenyon & Eckhardt’s Bill Lewis around for shop talk with Bob Wolfe, 
NY >" 


WOW Farm Study Tour 


Omaha, June 19. 


Farm Director Mal Hansen of 
WOW and WOW-TV has announced 
that his station will sponsor its 
fourth annual farm study tour to 
be known as the East Coast Farm 
Study Tour, starting Sept. 13 and 
running through Sept. 28. Limited 
to 200 farmers, including wives, the 
tour will visit processing plants, 
farms, agricultural schools and ex- 
perimental stations in areas near 
Detroit, Toronto, Quebec, Boston, 
New York, Washington and Chi- 
cago, 

f Tour is part of WOW’s intensive 
campaign to keep in the forefront 
among agricultural stations. 




























Eileen BARTON 


ANCHOR HOCKING'S 
BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE 


NBC-TV—11 P.M, TUES-THURS-FRI 





Detroit—Elmer O. Wayneformer, 
sales representative at WGAR, 
Cleve! has been named sales 
manager of WJR effective July 2. 


WIBK delivers the Goods 


Guest Appearance—June 20 
PERRY COMO SHOW—NBC-TV 
Direction: M. C. A. 


























and Martin Andrews will direct ABC’s ninth major documentary, “The | 


agency 
g opening new 
....Bing Crosby taped two shows in Hollywood last week 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Leu Smith shifts from WOR's Chi office to the Edward Petry station 
rep firm....Chi NBC commentator Cliften Utley cited by U. of Chicago 
Alumni Assn.....Winslew Uebell, formerly at NBC’s research depart- 
ment, joins ABC’s Chi business office....WGN farm director Norman 
‘Kraeft off next week to can interviews at U. of Minnesota extension 
service....Package producer W. Biggie Levin safari-ing to Europe on a 
combination business and pleasure trip. ...Jean Sheridan ankles ABC’s 
continuity staff -for a- WIND post....Dorothy Miller, WBBM educa- 
tional director, taped Gev. Adlai Stevensen’s report to the Governor’s 
Congress on Industrial Safety Friday (15) for WBBM airing. ...WGN’s 
“Cliff Johnson Family” left Friday (15) on a six-week'’s western vaca- 
tion with engineer Eddie Carstens along to tape their morning airers 

CBS’ “Life With Luigi” was presented American Council of Human 
Rights’ 1950 radio award here last -week ...WMAQ sales chief Howard 
Meyers and promotion chief John Keys trekking to Cleveland and New 
York this week on biz....WBBM special events director Chuck Wiley 
on vacation... ..Betty Ross, assistant director of public affairs and edu- 
cation at Chi NBC, has been named Illinois chairman of the American 
Women in Radio and TV....CBS commentator Lewell Thomas in town 
last week to be guest speaker at the National Assn. of Retail Grocers 
confab..,.WBBM newsman Jehn Harrington into St. Luke’s Sunday 
|(17) for minor surgery. 


IN WASHINGTON .. . 


. Bryson Rash, ABC White House correspondent, currently vacation- 
|ing at Bedford Springs, Pa., with Hareld Stepler pinchhitting for him 
|... Nancy Osgood, director of women’s programs for WRC-NBC, elect- 
|ed to post of first v.p. of Women’s National Press Club... .Derethy 
| Care, director of radio and TV continuity for WMAL-ABC, attended 
| the annual powwow of the Advertising Federation of America at St. 
Louis, Mo., last week. ...Hazel Markel, women’s commentator for Mu- 
tual and WWDC, named executive committeewoman to welcome Presi- 
|dent Galo Plaza of Ecuador to Washington tomorrow (20)... .Curtis 
| Pryor added to night program of WRC-NBC....Town’'s TV sets reached 
total of 265,250 as of June 1....WWDE staffer Art Brown giver. “Award 
of Merit” by American Automobile Association last week in recogni- 
tion of safety service rendered by his ayem show, “Orders of the Day” 

Les Witten, assistant director of WNBW-NBC (TV), resigned to go 
|on a European junket....Gene Klavan, WTOP-CBS disk jockey, teed 








off series of concerts by U. S. Army Band past Sunday (17) by acting 
as guest narrator. 
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WINX 


Continued from page 26 


brother-sister team for $130,000. 
The Banks have been alternating 
between Philadelphia (where they 


Houston Parsons Learn 
TV Pointers at KPRC-TV 


Houston, June 19. 
Between 50 and 60 local minis- 


own WHAT) and Washington in | ters of various denominations will 
managing their operations. — a are of weekly TV 
classes t ss 

Fourth AM’er 0 conducted by KPRC 


TV. Bert Mitchell, KPRC-TV pro- 
gram director, will conduct the 
classes, which will be devoted to 
giving the various ministers 
pointers on how to conduct them- 
selves in front of the cameras, and 
in presentation of programs. 

KPRC-TV last Monday inaugu- 


Acquisition of WINX gives Eaton 
his fourth AM ‘station. He owns 
WSID in Essex (Baltimore area), 
Md., WARK in Hagerstown, Md., 
and WANT in Richmond, Va. Un- 
der FCC duopoly rules, he will be 
required to dispose of WOOK, 


Vet WCAE Newscaster 
To Run for Pitt Judge 


He’ P 

ticket in the July 24 primary. 

Kaufman was virtually set sev- 
eral months ago for a place on the 
county bench to fill an unexpired 
term, but the Republican, organiza- 
tion crossed him up at the last min- 
ute and Francis L. Taptich was 
named instead. It’s the latter 
Kaufman will run against without 
regular party support. Radio man 
is also a practicing lawyer. 

Although one of the town’s top- 
rated broadcasters, with a wide fol- 
lowing on both his afternoon and 
evening programs, Kaufman has 
so far refrained from so much as 
a mention in behalf of his own 
candidacy. 


NBC-Crosley 


Continued from page 27 =a 


and Philadelphia, the web could 
fill the time being programmed 
from Cincy via its N. Y. operation. 
Fact that it has agreed to take 
the WLW-T shows, on which Cros- 
ley of course will earn extra 
profits, indicates its eagerness to 
retain its hold on the three outlets. 

Shows are “Strawhat Matinee,” 
“Midwest Hayride” and “Ruth 
Lyons’ Club 50.” “Strawhat” will 
be the summer replacement for 
Kate Smith’s daytime series, tak- 
ing over the 4 to 5 p.m. cross-the- 
board period from Monday (25) 
to Sept. 7. It’s expected that most 
of Miss Smith’s present SRO spon- 
sor lineup will continue on the 
Cincy show. “Midwest” has already 
teed off in the 9 to 10 p.m. slot 
Saturdays as partial replacement 
for the vacationing “Your Show of 
Shows.” Miss Lyons’ show is slated 
to start in October as a morning 

















RENTALS 


FOR TV 


GARDEN AND PATIO 
SETTINGS - 


Furniture — Fountains 
Sculpture, Etc. 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
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which reaches into the Washington 
area. He expects to conclude a 
deal soon on WOOK. Blackburn- 
Hamilton Co., which handled nego- 
tiations for the WINX sale, is also 
handling the WOOK account. 


Eaton isn’t worried about the im- 
pact of TV on radio, he told 
Variety. He said he hasn’t noticed 
where video has had any effect on 
WOOK or WFAN. He recently ex- 
panded his WOOK-FM community- 
type station in Silver Spring into 
the metropolitan Icass WFAN in 
the Capital proper to reach a larger 
the metropolitan class WFAN in 
Washington baseball games. 
Interesting sidelight on the deal 
is that Eaton started his radio ca- 
reer in 1940 on WINX and was its 
first news commentator. ; 


rated a vesper service prior to 
signoff, and in the fall plans to 
sign on with a sermonette de- |: 
aoe by a different pastor each 
ay. 


Rural New Hampshire 
To Get Reception Aid 


Concord, N. H., June 19. 
The installation of wires to give 
television reception in areas of 
New Hampshire beyond the range 
of regular channels -would be 
authorized under a new bill intro- 
duced in the State Senate here. 
The authority would be similar 
to that given to telephone and 
electric power companies, sponsors 
of the measure explained. 
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Election will be by mail between 
Sept. 15-Oct. 15. Involved are 
Audio Productions, John Bransby 
Productions, Caravel Films, Pathe- 


Studios and Willard Pictures. 




















Indianapolis — Ward Glenn has 
been named sales promotion and 
ublic relations director for WIRE 

y Willard C. Worchester, } 
manager. He succeeds James N. 


rheriaca teat Se 

Bushkin’s 
Back! 

: ith 


The Embers. 


161 EAST S4TH 5ST.,.N. Y. C, 


















National Sales Headquarters: 488 Madison Avenue, New York 22 
Elderade 5-2455 





Cleveland— Tom Edwards, an- 
nouncer-disk jockey, has joined 








Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY,- INC. 


PLUS 





WERE here. Most recently he was 
with WOKY, Milwaukee. 





EDDIE HEYWOOD TRIO 
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Decea’s new vocalist are 
by ete Her flawless timing and 
prilliant stylistie attack catapult 
ner to the top the meets 
1S Piece Ne moc Sarah Va 

a 
Miss Hayes is a ao eee end ta} tal- 
ent without resorting to any tricky 
mannerisms, She registers power- 
fully on both sides, delivering with 
a distinctive legato phrasing that 
compels re ated spins, Her work- 
over of “Tonight You Belong to 
Me” is specially effective. Joey 
Thomas orch backs up in a precise 


mood. 

Rosemary Clooney: “Come-On-a 
My House”-“Rose of the Mountain” 
(Columbia). “My House,” a Wil- 
liam Saroyan - Ress Bagdasarian 
tune, is one of the brightest novel- 
ties to turn up in recent months. 
It could — off big despite the 
summer dra Miss Clooney socks 
it over wi a driving rhythm- 
guitar background. Kay Armen’s 
original version, released on the 
King label, is even more flavor- 
some in the Armenian folk vein, 
the Ray Charles Singers and John 
Gart orch backing up effectively. 
Both cuts are topflight jock and 
juke fare. On the Columbia re- 
verse, Miss Clooney delivers a 

peasant yodelling item. 

P Dinah Shore: “Sweet Violets’- 
“if You Turn Me Down”; “Ten 
Thousand Miles” - “How Many 
Times” (Victor). These two disks 
svotlight the current condition of 
the musie business. Out of four 
sides, only one. “How Many 
Times.” is a solid ballad, the others 
comprising two quasi-folk items 
and one novelty. “How Many 
Times” is the class side with good 
commercial potential. “Sweet Vio- 
lets” is a cute takeoff on a familiar 
number, Miss Shore delivering the 
mild double entendre rhvmes with 
good humor. “Turn Me Down” 
gets its best rendition to date, 
while “Ten Thousand Miles” comes 
fresh out of the cider jug as a bet- 
ter-than-par pop mountaineer num- 
ber. Henri Rene’s orch and chorus 
accomp ably. 

Billy Eckstine: “Pandora”-“Won- 
der Why” (M-G-M). “Pandora’”’ is 
the type of lush number which 
Eckstine’s creamy pipes can pro- 
ject to the hilt. It’s a strong side 
on the. strength of Eckstine’s sell- 
ing job, Russ Case orch accomping. 
“Wonder Why,” from the Metro 
pic, “Rich, Young and Pretty,” is 
an okay ballad well-handled by 
Eckstine and the Pete Rugolo orch. 
Toni Arden does an even better 
job on “Pretty” for Columbia in a 
tasteful Percy Faith arrangement. 

Ring Crosby: “Shanghai”-“I’ve 
Got to Fall in Love Again” (Dec-|T 


bounce number with a clever | 
It’s a relaxed vocal in a 
ran which could hit big for Cros- 


co gee Be 
ballad a which Crosby 
through casually. “Belo Macon! 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Tamara yes: “These Things I , “Wh 
Offer "You"-"Tonight “You Be cab 
to Me” (Decea). initial — Heme 








a rich-textured long-play set. Ar- 
rangements accent the strings on 
the melodic line with. a choral 
group handling the lyrics on sev- 
eral of the numbers. Set includes 
“Younger Than Springtime,” “Sep- 


tember in the ,” “Someone to 
Watch Over Me,” “I Only Have 
Eyes for You,” “Long Ago and Far 
Away,” “A F Day,” “They 
Didn’t Believe Me,” and “Lovely 
to Look At.” 

Ralph Flanagan : “Let's 


Flanagan’s orch is follo up 
with another group of slick 

sides. This crew registers partic- 
ularly well on disks with its finely 
balanced sections and commercial 
rhythms. Vocalist Harry Prime 
competently handles “Save the Last 
Dance for Me” and “I’m Dancing 
With Tears in. My Eyes.” Other 
tunes in the six-sid set include 
“Dancing On the Ceiling,” “Danc- 
|ing in the Dark,” “Let's Face the 
Music and Dance” and “I Won't 
Dance.” 


Platter Pointers 


Norman Paris Trio displays sharp 
rhythms in a Columbia long-play 
set, “Evening with Paris”.. M-G-M 
has packaged a flock of Billy Eck- 
stine hits on L-P...Les Paul dishes 
up more fancy guitar sounds in 
“Josephine” (Capitol)...Duke El- 
lingten orch is standout on “The 
Hawk Talks” and “Fancy Dan” (Co- 
lumbia). .Johnny Desmond and 

Monica Lewis team neatly on “Out 
o’ Breath” (M-G-M).. . Dick Haymes’ 
version of “These Things I Offer 
You” rates spins (Decca). ..On the 
same label, ti Camarata batons 
more littering instrumentals in 
“Cascades of Stars” and “Paris In- 
terlude”...Ilinois Jacquet’s hot 
sax featured in “Wrap Your Trou- 
ble in Dreams” (Mercury)... Nor- 
man Greene orch has a clean 
sound on “Dreamers-Please Listen,” 
Anita Ellis vocalling (Rexford) 
Dick Paige vocals nicely on “All I 
Need mt You” and “If I Leve Again” 


(Abbey) 
Standard western, folk, blues, 


"dont east ete.: Wynonie Harris, 
the Blues” (King).. 
Jee Hunter, “When I Lost 
You" (M-G-M).. .Joe Thomas Orch, 
Pb ner awd Joe” (King) .. Red Kirk, 
— at My Heart’ (Mercury) ng 
Ritter, “Walkin’ Out Your 
Walkin’ Shoes” (Capitol). 











(Week ‘otis June 9) 
London, June 12. 


















| ASCAP OK Quried in Fed, Cour Bac 


“+ In dh wake vs redblg New York Fed- 
wn 
Lichersen Relenie From recently by Federal Judge Charles 
Continental | » 
_Lanineial TAR. 0.0 EE aa 
rights to bring action were assigned 
ita the 2 — by them to the American Society 
) to the New York homeoffice today of Composers, Authors-and Pub- 
Seeond 12 : (Wed.) after a six-week trip to the — pubbery heads are pinning 
Ivory Rag......Mac. Melodies | Continent. | butt. doetlen whéitr ta taalied pee 
M tree ee agna Lieberson-eyed talent and reper- = a curteda theta to the deatry. 
rot I Love You la — tory material while in Europe. Foreign and Domestic Music al- 


Resistance Is ‘Low..... Morris 
Petite Waltz Leeds 
On Top of Old Smoky. . Leeds 
So In Love.......... Chappell 
ab BRS To hea . Lennox 
Loveliest Night -. «bis Mace Bee 
You Are My Destiny....Swan 
I Apologize Victoria. 


Monroe to Do Seven-Week 
One-Niter Summer Tour 


Vaughn Monroe’s orch- will 
launch a seven-week one-niter tour 
through the east and midwest 
starting July 19. Monroe’s CBS 
“Camel Caravan” show will 
emanate from cities en route. Orch 
tees off at Lakewood, Pa., July. 19, 
with the initial broadcast pickup 
to originate from Asbury Park; 


N. J., July 21. 

Monroe will swing through spots‘ 
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Vir- 
ginia, Ontario, Michigan and New 
York. The band returns to N. Y. 
early in September. 


sewer eeee 








Feist Slaps Infringement 
Suit on W. M. Black Books 


Charging that 17 of its copyright- 
ed tunes were infringed by the 
publishing and distributing of three 
Warren M. Black’s music books, 
Leo Feist Music filed suit in New 
York Federal Court last week. Ac- 
tion seeks an injunction, restrain- 
ing Black from further infringe- 
ment by impounding copies of his 
three books until the action is 
settled. Suit also charges unfair 
competition and unfair trade prac- 
tices and asks damages sustained 
of not less than $250 for each in- 
fringement. 

According to the complaint, 
“Black’s Correct Chords to 100 
Standards,” “Book 2 Black’s Cor- 
rect Chords to 100 Standards” and 
“Book 3 Black’s Correct Chords to 
75 Standards,” infringed on 17 


° 





CHI SPOTS IN SUMMER 
NAME JAZZ COMPETISH 


Chicago, June 19. 

Chicago’s jazz adicts will be 
split-up three ways starting July 
13, when operater Al Greenfield 
kicks-off with an entertainment 
policy for his on-again-off-again 
Bandbox nitery. Greenfield has 
lined up Billy Williams quartet, 


“Show of Shows” video group, to 
be followed by pianist Art Tatum. 
Chi’s other two jazz strongholds, 
Blue Note and Hi-Note, reporjedly 
have sewn up topflight jazz per- 
formers here. 

Meanwhile, Associated Booking 
Corp.; which books both the Hi- 
Note and Blue Note has refrained 
from making either location com- 
petition for the other, Instead, 
ABC topper. Fred Williamson, is 
complementing both niteries with 
attractions that are parallel in 
type. For example, Louis Arm- 
strong, current at the Blue, is 
reckoned to act as a springboard 
for the old-shoe jazzists who can 
trek over to the Hi and ogle Red 
Norvo. 

Corresponding booking is car- 
ried out for next month, with 
Sarah Vaughn at the Blue and 
Flip Phillips at the Hi-Note, both 
accenting more contemporary stuff. 
Same applies: to following date, 
which will use George Shearing at 
Blue Note to parallel Herbie Fields 
at the Hi-Note. 





Delaney Exits Music Biz 
To Study Law at Tulane U. 


Joe Delaney, former artists and 
repertory exec at London Records 
and assistant sales manager at 
Coral Records, has stepped out of 
the music business temporarily to 
study law. 

Delaney has enrolled at Tulane 
U. in New Orleans for a two-and- 





tunes published oy: aeons. 








.'a-half year law course. 





Week of june 16 


..LARIETZ...10) Best Sellers on Coin Machines. 


1. ON TOP OF ety. data ii AER Oe EEE . Decca 
F OLD SMORY (8) (Folk-W).......6.... 0000065 ‘jieege Uieies-. |: mee 

2. Nat “King” Cole ....... Capitol 

TOO YOUNG (5) (Jefferson)............. 00.0.0 ceeceee ees a ot meade “gun 

$. JEZEBEL (4) (BMI)................... Sens oo 0ns snide OO LAME, ili, Columbia 

4. HOW HIGH THE MOON (10) (Chappell) stone’ balhat .00is +++ Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol . 

5. SOUND OFF (5) (Shapiro-B). GS Sure fia 6) PO RS Ob A gia -+» Vaughn Monroe.......... Victor 

¢. MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (14) (Southern)............. scovesdqe | am imugec” FMTO <7» Ce 

2. OLD-SOLDIERS NEVER Bie (4) (Mareck)......... soauany Veuha Monroe ......... Victor 

8. I APOLOGIZE (6) (Crawford) sPhikawe cebu en ¢ ccccsdvcccces. Ouly Bokstine ...... star oe MGM 

9. SPARROW.IN THE TREE TOP (14) (Santly-J).............. | Sub Mitchell M. Miller Columbia 

1@. ROSE, ROSE I LOVE YOU (1) (Chappell)............... ..+ Frankie Laine......... Mercury 
ts Group . 
BE MY LOVE (21) (Miller). . POR OTOH OEE EH EHH EEE EH EEE EES Mario Lanza eeeereeeeee Victor 
MR. AND MISSISSIPPI I ch disk nck cd pibocwicwesecsescens Pi jc lee 





leged that Martin Licht and Arsta 
Pictures violated copyright by in- 
cluding four of the pubbery’s tunes 
in the re-release of the film “Ec- 
stasy,”” without permission. Defend- 
ants, on the other hand, claimed 
that the pic, with the four songs, 
were shown in ASCAP-licensed the- 
atres and that the pubbery had no 
rights in court since it is an 
ASCAP member. Judge Dewey up- 
held defendants’ plea despite Judge 
Nevins’ decision, of the same case 
in 1947, in favor of the plaintiff. 
Case was brought te court again 
to collect payment awarded them 
by the first decision. 

Dewey’s decision is seen affect- 
ing the differentiation between 
performance and synchronization 
rights, which has heretofore been 
made. Under this distinction, 
ASCAP was assigned only the per- 
formance rights by the publishers, 
who retained all other rights, in- 
cluding syne, dramatic, etc. The 
court ruling, while not fully clari- 
fied in all its implications, can be 
interpreted as assigning the other 
rights as well to ASCAP. 

Henry Pearlman was attorney for 
Foreign and Domestic A-usic, and 
Weisman, Celler, Quin, Allan & 
Spetto repped the Brandt theatres, 
which played the pic but were 
dropped as defendants. 


Ex-Gl DePaur Chorus Set 
For Season of 180 Dates; 
Sellouts Worth $234,000 


The dePaur Infantry Chorus, 
group of 33 Negro ex-GI singers, 
has been booked for another full 
season of 180 dates in °'51-’52 by 
the Coppicus, Schang & Brown di- 
vision of Columbia Artists Mgt., 
for one of the phenomenons of the 
concert field. This marks the fifth 
season for the chorus under the 
Columbia banner, and the second 
time they've been sold out for 
so many dates. It sets a record 
for a season’s number of engage- 
ments for a vocalist or choral 
group, or for any other attraction 
except one, the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo. In its other three 





Furthermore, according 'to Fred 
€. Schang, Jr., prez of Columbia, 
the group is ‘the biggest earner 
for the concert bureau, atoms 
all of its big name stars like Lily 
Pons, James Melton, Dorothy 
Kirsten, Jascha Heifetz, or its 
other attractions. Other Colum 
artists have grossed more on dates, 
or on overall season’s take, but 
the bureau itself doesn’t share in 
all the takes. Of its varied roster, 


across the U. S., doing six con- 
certs a week. Av cate fee is $1,- 
300, with take for the tour esti- 
“UNLESS (Bourne) eee eee ee eer eee eee Hbee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeraeeeee Eddie Fisher ie aetthen Fal Victor weeks is a norma} touring season 
TF RRS eee ers or wee bus-trave 
‘LOVELIEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR (Robbins). Tt Vie Pe MALY Me © © 92 Helen O'Connell +eeee-- Capitol met ary ts way to the Coast 
ss Perry Como ..... seeee.. Victor back). A very good season for 
IF (17) (Shapite-B).. "seseededewserteveseverecsseesssesscseerees | Billy Eckstine eeeweeeenne MGM a one pe eee The dePaur 
A Al Tee es Be hes vice , : 
PREITY ‘BYED BABY (Piekwick). *@eeeeeee eee ee eee ee eee eee eeee To Stafford-Frankie sine "Cok ou Fong tage cave, first 
YOU AND } WERE YOUNG MAGGIE BLUES @) oun), ) Bing-Gary Crosby (i) Park July 4 for a's 
speeenes Mag Whiting-fim Wakely Capt fee. It will also sing in two other 
ele tn KISSED (Paxton) “wee tseeee @ertarwoeoe eevee eeneaeeree Freddy. Martin “ewe eweeeae pg te ag ogy summer 
THE COPATED CLOCK (Millis)... ......2....eccseeeeeeees. LeRoy Andersen ........ oake owing its regular season's 
| Pane ee tour ending April 23, ‘51, the 
WOULD I LOVE ¥OU (12) (Disney): eereeeeeoeeeeee eRe eaeee eee ee ee 7. len O'Connell...’ Capitot pon alee yaa first trek to 
‘LLIRE YRE WIDE OPEN BRACES (ertétsn) .. beseettesceseeeee A. Godfrey-L Anders: .Columbia the West Indies, starting cat 
BEAUTIFUL BROWN (5) (American). . sesececeesees Rosemary Clooney .” . Columbia 12 tee Juan, Puerto Rico. ° 
| STRANGE LITTLE (Frank) ........ aod seececetssece «++. Eddy Howard ....,..:.Mereury J) *o under combined man- 
| ABA, DABA HONEYMOON (12) (Feist)... giribebenes conga oh Cocoa MGM © pt of Colnenble ova. Ernesto 
‘wy eee Ped mee ten eeeesee 2 he, Bean ae | presario. originated in 1942 
ye oom amma : S)Guw sieht MBE FoF. .Mercury at Fort Dix, . 3, from men of 
UPigares th_pérentheses indicate number of weeks song. has been ta the Tor 10) 372nd. ‘2 
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Band Reviews 





TEX BENEKE ORCH (16) 
With Eydie e, Bill 
Rustie Cabin, Englewood, ie & 
Since the competition for the 
late Glenn Miller’s mantle started 
among a flock of young - band- 
leaders a few years ago, Tex 
Beneke’s orch has been the stand- 
ard that had to be met and 


exceeded. Beneke was official .in- 
heritor of the Miller organization 
up until several months ago, when 
he severed his relationship with 
his former manager Don Haynes. 
That factor proved to be both a 
help and handicap. Boxoffice-wise, 
association with the Miller name 
was a definite plus for Beneke. 
Musically, however, there was a 
tendency for the Beneke band to 
mark time and bank too much on 
tradition rather than a _ steady 
sharpening of style. 

Currently, however, the Beneke 
band is once again dishing up a 
crisply fresh brand of music that 
ranks it among the topflight crews 
in the business. The arrangements 
are designed to keep the sections 
in steady counter-play, and this 
aggregation of young musicians 
handles its assignments with drive 
and precision. 

instrumentally, this crew accents 
the reeds with a six-man section, 
including Beneke, matched against 
four trumpets, three trombones 
and three rhythm. Eschewing the 
routine reeds-on-top styling, the 
band frequently changes pace, with 
hardhitting brass passages on 


rhythm numbers executed with a 
verve that pays off in solid recep- 








—~ 


tion by the younger set at the. 


omic Cabin. 
say book still retains many of 


the sta associated with the 
old Miller band, such as the 
signature “In Phe Mood” number. 


Beneke, however, has dressed up 
the band’s repertory with a flock 
of new numbers, including current 
pop hits, and several firstrate 
specialty numbers. Standout among 
the latter are Beneke’s workover 
of “Tre Peanut Vendor” and a 
cute folk dance item based on the 
Mexican “La Raspa” tune. Band 
also includes at least one waltz in 
every set for the older patrons. 


Two band vocalists, Eydie Gorme | 


and Bill Raymond, also add im- 
portant values. Miss Gorme, a 
goodlooker who handles herself 
nicely, delivers both ballads and 
rhythm numbers with finely-shad- 
ed pipes. Raymond registers well 
on the romantic ballads, while 
Beneke’s vocals on numbers such 
as “Down In Nashville, Tennessee” 
and “Pretty-Eyed Baby” oe solid. 
erm. 


RAY NOBLE ORCH (17) 
With Eve Marlee and Aladdin 


| Mark Hopkins Hotel, S. F. 


Utilizing well arranged, sweet 


|smooth rhythms, plus a cleverly 


mixed assortment of pops and old- 
i@s, Noble’s troupe has little trou- 
ble to keep the dance area popu- 
lated. 

His five brass, five reed, three 
violin and three rhythm, added to 
himself at the piano, are a suave 
group of bandsmen who keep the 
customers moving while they are 


BILLBOARD gy OCEANS OF TEARS (Peer)—Kay Starr teams 


"PICK" 


with Tennessee Ernie (Cap. 1567) on an 
especially strong blues item. 


Rates a 


lusty Billboard "Pick." 


* * * * * 


RECOMMENDED 4& MY MAGIC HEART (Simon)—Making a strong 
bid is this listenable tune as done by 
film star Howard Keel (MGM 30578) with an 


exciting David Rose background. 


Song 


gets additional hypo from discs by Wayne 


King. 


(Vic. 


20-4170), Vinni de Campo 


(Coral 60520), Peggy Lee (Cap. 1586) and 
Tommy Dorsey (Dec.). 


VARIETY d& 
RAVE 


* * * *® ® 


SAD AND LONELY (Duchess)—Variety sin- 
gles out Lawrence Welk (Coral 60514) with 


a rave, saying “initial Coral release is 
among the best things this orch ever 


turned out. 
standout with Garth 
Sparklers lending fine support." 
Kirk (Vic. 20-4154) also shows top form. 


Roberta Linn's vocal is 


Lisa 


on this haunting folk-waltz (Non-exclusive BMI) 


a a * * 


“CAN'T dy THE WONDROUS WORD (Picadilly) — Billy 


Williams's Quartet (MGM 10998) gets the’ 


nod from Cash Box for "a platter that 


can't miss." 
ork-chorus performance... should get” 
Equally effective are discs by’ 
Ken: Carson. 


action." 


Tony Fontane (Mer. 


Billboard says, "a sock 


5659), 


(Bibletone .770), while Percy Faith's 


(Col. 39426) version rates "Disk of the- 


Week” from Cash Box. 


es, A SS, aia 


CONTENDER 4& THREE HANDED WOMAN (Marks) — Shaping 
up as a leading contender with Benny 
Strong (Cap. 1526), Valentine Trio (Dec. 
48195) and Tiny Hill (Mer. 5664) giving 


out with fine renditions. 


ning! 


ONSTRUMENTAL d& CHICKEN REEL (Beechwood)——Les Paul-Mary 
Ford (Cap. 1567). 


WINNERS 


ee ew & & 


de, THE BREEZE AND | (Marks) — George Sheare 
ing (MGM 10986). (Non-exclusive BMI) 


@ LAVIN’ THE BOOGIE (Hill & Range) — Piano 
Red (Vic. 22-0130). 


a VILIA (Beechwood) — Ray Anthony (Cap. 


1556). 


de PLAYER PIANO BOOGIE (Rockway) — Martha 
Davis (Coral 60506). 


BROADCAST MUSIC, 


$80 FIFTH 


INC. 


Andrews and the. 


Worth spine- 
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_|from McConkey. aegis for some 


_| sentation. George (Bullets) Durgom, 


4 


tune successes which include “Good 











Noble’s outfit is strictly commer- 
cial with his fare astutely present- 
ed to appeal to supper club circles. 
High point is pitchup of his sock 


Night Sweetheart,” “The Very 
Thought of You,” “Love Is the 
Sweetest Thing,” and his newest 
“Boulevarde Cafe’ all of which 
garnered kudos. 

Eve Marlee tossed in three spe- 
cialty items for a good hand. 
“Angel Eyes” is particularly effec- 
tive, with Cole Porter’s “Nobody’s 
Chasing Me,” “My Start” and “Bat- 
tle of Jericho” rounding out a neat 
medley. Calypso tunesmithing by 
Aladdin, consisting of “Poor But 
Ambitious” and “Little Girl Leave 
My Bachelor Room,” is equally 
okay. Ted. 


GAC PROVIDES COIN FOR 
ACT TO SHED McCONKEY 


Hollywood, June 19, 
The Four Freshmen, vocal-in- 
strumental combo, who open at the 
Cafe Gala, Thursday (21), have 
signed with GAC after securing 


release from a McConkey Agency 
booking contract that had three 
years to run. Act paid McConkey 
$1,000 in cash with a balance of 
$1,500 to be paid in monthly in- 
stallments with GAC making all 
payments to- be- reimbursed out of 
future earnings. 

Freshmen. manager. Gene. How- 
ard, former Stan Kenton vocalist, 
has been trying-to spring the act 





time, even preparing an appeal to 
James C. Petrillo. Understood Mc- 
Conkey originally. asked $4,000 for 
the release but the figure was 
trimmed after three weeks of ne- 
gotiations. 

Freshmen received a flat $3,000 
last month for a bit in the Metro 
tunefilm, “Rich, Young and Pretty.” 
McConkey, however, got no com- 
mission on the stint since the agen- 
cy’s pact didn’t cover film repre- 


who set the chore, got the 10%, 


eo 
Sy Oliver to Reorganize 
- Band With Tom Dor Tieup 
Sy Oliver, arranger. and orch 
leader who disbanded a few years 
ago, is reorganizing his crew for 
the fall. Oliver; who is pacted to 
Decca as musical director, will use 
dat orch on his scheduled platter 
ates. 
Oliver’s orch will be represented 
by Tom Dor Enterprises. 








New Coast Diskery - 
Hollywood, June 19. 
Adding another name to the list 
of record companies here, A. 4d. 
‘Horton recently organized Vocalart 
Records of Hollywood. 
Lane Williams, vocalist, was the 








| first artist to be pacted by the 
diskery. Y " = a 


Cafe Rouge, N.Y., Closing 
July 29 for Facelift 


One of New. York’s top dance 
band booking spots, the Hotel 
Statler’s Cafg Rouge, will shutter 
July 25 for a general face, lifting. 
Management plans to reopen 
room Sept. 9 with the Russ Mor- 
gan orch. Ralph Flanagan’s crew is 
slated to follow. 





Alexander B, Motenko, manager 
of Muzak’s transcription and rec- 
ord manufacturing division, pro- 
moted to a vice-prexy of the com- 
pany. 


oa 








VARIETY | “4 

Survey of retail sheet music ‘ ¥ = 
sales, based on reports obtained : 8 8 . 

from leading stores in 12 cities 8 a ; a 

and showing comparative sales by E 8 % c: é 
rating for this and last week. wis | Sig g 2 S 1s 3 Bl 

na a 

Hiei SiSi*s#islialisleigeigi a A 

» aimial=zisis Sima i fia ai 

National Week Ending aie ate if E 5 | é z ‘ = 5 

ating = -|¢ 2 ; 

Junel6 = Eg S/E/ ESSENSE 12/4) 9 

This Last sisi < sifi2\s\% sisizin 

ai3/Si/2/8/3 \3 Vela 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher zioia : RBlalisgisi«¢ 3 = § z 
_1__2 “On Top of Old Smoky” (Folk-W) 1 3 101 2 2 5 4 1°14 3 2 106 
2 1 “Too Young” (Jefferson)......... 4..4::3..8:1 1 ¢° fT: 3. 3 4° 3 100 
3 3 “Mockin’ Bird Hill” (Southern). . 3 hi 2 € 3% 3...) Ss «sy Oe 3: 9 S 
4 4 “How High the Moon” (Chappell). 8 6 6 2 4 9 2... 9 ; 2 
5 _5__“Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins) 6 4 4 10 5 3 9 7 10 7 10 46 
6 6 “Mr. and Mississippi” (Shapiro-B). 4° 5 7 7 3s. 8 7 39 
79 “Jezebel” (BMI)...............2 77 ¥ 10 3 . a a a 
8 1  “Uniess” (Bourne)............... |, FESR PGB SONS. oP . § 20 
9 10 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)... .... i-aa © 6 6 i8 
10 12 “May Lord Bless You” (Pickwick) 5.5 6~tC«w 
11A 8 “Rose, I Love You” (Chappell). . 9 7 hie ie 9 $ + 
11B 12 “I Apologize” (Crawford)........ pa ee OM ry 3.6 65 14 
12 es ok | Pe eta ve ae 5 13 
13A “My Truly, Truly Fair” (Santly-J) 5 10 10 4 a 3 li 
i3B “Syncopated Clock” (Mills)......- “ecremay 8 30 i 
on. In spite of the toney appeal, 


Starlight Roof’s Record 
106 Gross for One Night 


Top gross ever taken in at the 
Starlight Roof, of Hotel Waldorf. 
Astoria, N. Y., in one’ night was 
registered Saturday (16) with 
$10,000. Starlight’s bill is topped 
by the Xavier Cugat Orch. 

Band ends its run at that spot 
June 27 and will be succeeded by 


Frankie Carle Orch with Tommy 
Wonder and Margaret Banks. Lat- 
ter crew will be in for six weeks, 

















“LONELY 
LITTLE 
ROBIN” 








‘MGM 10999—78 RPM 
KK 1099945 RPM 
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STONY Gets Direct HIT... | 


ve Night 
TONY 


in at the 
Waldorf. 

Sings a Trio with 
HIMSELF 


it TONY'S 
® 








16) _ with 
is topped 
h. 

that spot 
ceeded by 


h Tommy 
anks. Lat- 
ix weeks, 













Best BIG Song Since 
“THERE’S NO TOMORROW” 































20-4169 | 
(47-4169) 














UAMARATA 


Conducts 
THE KINGSWAY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


In Great New Recordings of 


George Gershwin’s 
AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 


sm 


RHAPSODY IN BLUE 


Arthur Sandford, Piano 





American in Paris and Rhapsody in Blue—Both on 
DL8519 © 12-in. Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record © Price 4.85 
Also available in 45 RPM 


An American in Paris: Decca Album 9-261 © Two 45 RPM-Unbreakable 
Records © Price $2.25 


Rhapsody in Blue: © Decca Album 9-262 © Two 45 RPM Unbreakable 
Records © Price $2.25 





New Hits by Old Favorites | 


THE INK SPOTS 


and 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
Decca 27632 (78 RPM) ond 9-27632 (45 RPM) 


Price 85c (plus tax) 
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—(ii RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 












































































































































_—_anetr— i 3 a\8 
Survey of retail disk best. i : 1. 
sellers, based on reports ob- $ g 8 z : Le 
tained from leading stores in 4 s a 3 ns T 
12 cities and showing com sis E 3 2 3 z 0 
parative sales rating for this § 2 T 
and last week. 2 = g sis 3 5 2 
s § 5 & 0 TL 
alg | 2 | a y E ait 
cutout Week Ending = / 1/8) 3 /a] 2/28/0215 |2\al s 
ins = June 16 ait I saad 
| s s s 
This Last + i i « i T 
wk. wk, Artist, Label, Title z § 3 ai\SIEI& 5 £ls 
ant “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
. 2s aaa Young”—1449...........-- e™e"@ 84 1:. 4° 8 3 oe 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 
2 3 “Jesebel”—39367 ............+.. fie. . $i ew 8. 5 4 76 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
3A S “Sound Off’—20-4113........... 3-5 2 7 3 3 5 57 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) 
3B 2 “How High the Moon”—1451..... ee oe ee +3 2.6 8 8 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 
4 4 “Rose, Rose, I Love You”—39367. 5 4 1 @2°e7°" 6 4: 82 
WEAVERS (Decca) 
5 7 “On Top of Old Smoky”—27515.. 6 .. .. .. 2 4 8 5 4 2 46 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
S.---38 “Mr. and Mississippi” —5645..... Cet tee — are re 9 8 6 1 40 
MARIO LANZA (Victor) . 
7A 6 “Loveliest Night of Year’—10-3300 8 4 .. .. 5 6 3 29 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) . 
7B 9 “Mockin’ Bird Hill”—5595....... 10 4 4 5 3 29 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
8 8 “I Apologize”—l10903A .......... 1 7 10 66 2 8 23 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
9 13 “My Truly, Truly Fair’—39415..... .. .. 5 8 3 17 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
10 “My Truly, Truly Fair’—5646.... .. .. 5 | I ee 2S. 43% 16 
MARIO LANZA (Victor) ; 
11 14 “Be My Love”—10-1567A........ 6c. =e ar ee, SSeS eae er ee 14 
DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
12A 10 “Mr. and Mississippi’——20-4140A.. .. .. 6 5 11 
APRIL STEVENS (Victor) 
12B .. “I’m in Love Again”—20-4148A.. .. 6 5 ll 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
13 13 “Uniless”—20-4120B ............. 9 9 9 6 
Disk Best Sellers by Cuangeiihe 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
CeO Fig os kc bc cen kwinbnkons 3 145 | Mercury ...... Sdo 08s 6600 n0CEau 3 85 
Capitol seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 2 145 Decca *eeee eeeeeeceeetQeeeeeeeee 1 46 
bb POPP PS Oe PS ep e 6 0: WOU. 1 a:4id'o's 46 wield sca a44d< be 1 23 
1 2 3 | 4 l 5 
GREAT CARUSO KING AND! VOICE OF XTABAY| GUYS AND DOLLS TREE GROWS BKLYN 
FIVE TOP] Maric tanza | Broadway Cast | vga | Broadway Cast | Broadway Cast 
Victor ripe Capitol Decca Columbia 
ALBUMS DM-1506 DL-9008 - DA-825 ML-4405 
LM-1127 9-260 CD-244 9-203 A-1000 
WDM-1506 DA-876 CC244 DLP-8036 MM-1000 











On the Upbeat 


Highlands, "Su Loule’ Aug 10" tor 
ands, or 
one week, following re 4 23 at 


Walt aemoer, oe called it 
Orrin Tucker will get at's 


a *ee 
per week. for-three weeks agred 





i Aragon, Santa Monica ... Ted| Aragon m, § 
N York 4 Weems to Balinese m, Galves-|... Kid dixieland crew opens 
New ton, Aug. 3 for onth . . ,/an indefinite stand. at Club 331 
Lee Crossley trio opened at BVC plugger Joe Bennett returned | June 22 « .. Harry . 
Little Club, N. Y., Monday (18), to work after three weeks hos-| Hawaiians bowed off 
na Just return Juli Winn od inte Peabody Hotel’ buaee lion ada Doe is) “ai the 
where he served as e n’ o Pe 0! a 
musical director during her club phis, Sept. 5 for three weeks . . .| Biltmore Bowl. 
Sasa aiding een at Glen Island | Lo f. St Louls, J 759 for 
ams hoiding over at Glen unge, , June | 
Casing, N ew, N nape RAPER, feast bts) ‘Rddle Mor ion Can lumbi pecan in M : non 
ams, Negro v: ; -| ment pac umbia’s kico, is cur 
Johnny Hodges and his All’ Stars| Club; ‘Syracuse, Aug. 2 for ‘two| ently, in N.Y, for confabs with 
return to the Club Juana, Detroit, Bob ' om Sole Cll 


July 13 for nine days 


Ann 
-| Loraine replaced Pn Richards 
‘l as vocalist 7 eo! De Franco’s 


orch . orch into 
Blue Note, roe Oly 1844 
Dave Taps, head of the pees 


2. = —— next week 
yder orch pacted 
Artists Co: . *e0 ef Art 


Ascher Assoc. as v.p. in charge 
record promotion and disk 
contact ... Herb Jeffries in 

for three-month vocal study 
preparation for U. S. concert tour. 


ssct with Kensie Chterot Acncbion, 
. . . The Coronets, instrumental 


group comprised of several of the 
new members of ye Ellington’s 


| orch, waxing for M 


under Billy Strayhorn’s direction. 

. Nat King Cole into the Riviera 
Club, St. Louis, June 30 for 
10 days . . . Phil Brito opens at the 
Capitol, Washington, June 27. 
Mel Torme opens at the Versailles, 
N. Y., today (20)... Happy Goday, 
pubbery head, left for Coast 
Monday (18). 





Chicago 
Orch loader Jimmy 


den au goes to Deschler- 


olumbus, June 21 for one 


ey enry, Chi, J Maly 11, indet date eee 


weeks . Vincent opens sea- 
son at Evergreen, Havana, Iil., 
June 22. Billie Holiday into 
Club Juana, ‘Detroit, June 29 for 
10 days . Herbie Fields goes to 
Flame, St. Paul June wo for one 
-}month, then to _Hi-Note Chi, July 
27 for three weeks. 

General | and Bill Harris precede a 
boogie a 13 for two weeks . 
Busse inked into Claridge 
Memphis, Aug. 17 for two weeks. 


Hollywood 


Bob Crosby and the Modernaires 
‘teeoff a summer vaude tour Friday” 








Orpheum, ' Omaha . . . Muggsy 


Club . Jimmy Dorsey’s current 
Palladium stand marks his a 
anni as a batoneer 2 
Cugat’s 20-piece band i 

KECA-TV show .. . Jimmie r’s 
ork held over again at Paris 

Bill Pannell and cage @ oa". 
alternating on the terp chores at 


(22) with a one-weeker at the 


Spanier held over at the Tiffany |= 





the Hollywood Roosevelt. 
Spade Ceoley and his manager, 
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pEGGS IN THE MORNING , 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION LEO FEIST, INC. 
799 Seventh Avenue « New York 19 799 Seventh Avenue « New York 19 
MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr, NORMAN FOLEY, Gen, Prof. Mgr. 
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48 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


Wednesday, June 20, 1951 _ : 





Inside Orchestras—Musi 
Using the standard work clause of AFM contracts as a basis, Vido 
Musso orch notified Joe Glaser’s Assdeiated Booking Corp. that the out- 
fit is no longer repping the band. Musso and his manager Don Haynes 
have already inked with GAC although American Federation of Musi- 
cians has not formally approved the ABC walkout. Clause provides 
that a pact can be terminated automatically if 20 weeks of cumulative 


work has not been secured over any six-month span, Only upcoming 
ABC-booked dates the band has are a pair of one-niters at Balboa 
Beach (Cal.) baliroom at scale against 50% and a July 7 one-nighter at 
the Zenda Ballroom in downtown Los Angeles at $550 against 50%. 
Band played the Zenda last Saturday night and drew 1,287. For that 
date, it was booked at a flat $650. 





Mills Music has ordered Vita Records to withdraw from the market | 


a release billed “They Say,” which the pubbery claims is merely the 
old BillyRose-Lee David ballad “Tonight You Belong To Me” decked 
out in a new tag and new lyrics. Vita disk was chirped by a femme 


thrush and played by Korla Pandit, organist on KTLA, Coast telesta- , 


tion. Vita platter attracted some attention in the Pacific Northwest. 
Mills’ order to withdraw the platter pointed out that neither Vita nor 
Pandit had asked permission to eteh “Tonight” or to alter it. Pub’ 


burn was more sizzling since a reprise campaign on “Tonight” cur- | 


rently is underway. Peggy Lee has a new Capitol version out and 
Hadda Brooks has waxed it for modern. 





“Come On-A My House,” year-old tune from ‘William Saroyan’s Circle 
Theatre production. “The Son,” marks the first pop number with an 
Armenian foll-tune flavor to hit the market. Saroyan wrote the tune 


in collaboration with Ross Bagdasarian, at the home of George Avakian, | 


Columbia Records international division chief. All three are of Ar- 
menian extraction. Kay Armen, also of Armenian descent, picked up 
the song several months ago and eut it as an independent project with 
her manager, Jack Beekman, Latter was forced to make a quick sale 
of the master to King Records after Columbia rushed a similar version 
by Rosemary Clooney to the market last week. Duchess Music is pub- 
lishing the tune. 





Music of our Time, Boston diskery, is planning an album of songs 
saluting the United Nations’ soldiers in Korea. The waxings will be in 
six different languages representative of the countries having troops 
engaged in the Korean fighting. Tunes native of France, Turkey, 
Greece, Holland, Belgium and Bolivia will be included. Songstress 
Wendy Waye will handle all the foreign vocals. International flavor of 
the album will be hypoed by introductory dedications to each disk by 
leading statesmen of the individual countries. 


Discord i in Conall N. H. 


Over Solo Juke Op Tax 
Orchster Jerry Gray, current at 


Concord, N. H., June 19. Beachwalk of Edgewater Beach 
The battle of the jukebox tax Hotel here, has been inked for nine 





Jerry Gray Orch Booked 
Solid Through July-Aug. 


Chicago, June 19. 


has been revived here by Ralph A. 


Feretra, the only music machine 
operator in this area, Ina request 
to the city council for a hearing 
on the $10 music box licensing fee, 
counsel for Faretra pointed out 
that as the city’s only operator his 
client is assuming an unjust bur- 
den. 

The council recently repealed 
the tax, but voted it back in effect 
when the question arose as to what 
would be done with $370 in fees 
already collected. 


brief location dates after he exits 
his al fresco stand July 5. Tour 
will carry Gtay through Aug. 11, at 
which time his trek will be directed 
to taper into the origination point 
of his radio show, “Club 15,” which 
may be aired either from Gotham 
or the Coast. 


Maestro kicks off at George De- 
vine’s Ballroom, Milwaukee, July 
48, then into Circle Theatre, Indian- 
apolis, July 10 for three days, fol- 
lowing July 13 at Forest Park High- 
‘| lands, St. Louis, for one week. 








s 
Midwest Band Belt 
Continued from page 41 
citizenry, and which has been an 
added factor in the gradual urban 
movement. 

It can’t be disputed among pro- 
moters that ballrooms located even 
in larger midwestern cities, Des 
Moines, Omaha, S‘oux City, Sioux 
Falls, and so on, are not fancied 
by the city’s residents, but draw 
mostly from surrounding rural 
terpers, of whom one promoter 
termed “his margin of profit.” 


Tromar Ballroom, for example, 
one of operator Tom Archer's com- 
mand terpalaces in Des Moines, is 
said to be ‘a fundamental example 
of a powerful rural draw in an ur- 
ban community. 


More current problems in the | 
ifarm belt have resulted from this 
| year’s late spring and the floods 
| that have overtaken Iowa particu- 





| larly. Swan dive of name bands 
in the dance region has _ been 
chalked up to planting duties, on 


which the farm-dancers were five | 


weeks in arrears, and which sub-. 
sequently won out over the Sammy 
Kayes, Dorseys, etc. 

Wisconsin summer spots, as well 
as al fresco locations in Iowa, and 
Minnesota, which draw rural trade, 
are currently stuck with high- 
priced units, with its potential 
trade laboring meantime with 
planting. 


Probably in the most rueful po- 
sition, paradoxically, are territorial 
units with big followings in the 
midwest, which are without the 
command of high salaries. Groups 
in this category work anywhere 
from two-to-three nights weekly 
under constant traveling conditions 
and anywhere from $1,000-to-$1,500 
weekly, out of which the maestro’s 








approximately 10 sidemen draw | 
around $100 weekly. Bulky payroll | 
plus taxation plus the maestro’s 
covey of additional expense items | 
leave little for him to put in the | 
sock. Territorial leaders, to the | 
man, complain of fact that it’s cost- | 
ing more to keep the band than 
to disband. - 

Promoters, meantime, are asking 
that prices and guarantees. drop 
down as a primary rule in economic 
equilibriums. This could nigh be 
a back-breaker for _ territorial 
groups, though this request is tar- | 
geted primarily toward the marquee 
units. 





Arthur Bennett Lipkin, conduc- 
tor of the Birmingham Civic Sym- 
phony, sailing tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Europe, and will attend the 
—— Salzburg and London Fes- 
va 
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Romantic 
Music and Songs 





‘LATEST RECORD RELEASES — 
COLUMBIA 
E Kuu Lei, My Darling* 
My Sweet Gardenia Lei* 


se ; : 
| . - CAPITOL. .. MERCURY 
is He U'i (You're Beautiful) * I Regret to Say Aloha* 
- E Kuu Lei, My Darling* Be Mine, Sweetheart, Be Mine* 
Ke Kali Nei Au Little Lani Jo* 
Just (Hawaiian Wedding Songs) Hilo March 
Lovely Hula Hands Maui Chimes 
Comptotad *Written by DANNY KUAANA 
Engagement COMPOSER OF INNUMERABLE RECORDED HAWAIIAN MELODIES 
ate at typ enn Phin Ay fs tg ewe, 
CALIFORNIAN - Opened June 15th ==. a 
ae es ~ 
HOTEL At The Poolside § a pes os 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 
—= HOLLYWOOD ~x 











Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of June 38-14, 1951 


The. top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend In- 
dex—A National Survey of Popular-Music Heard Over Network 
Broadcasts. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 
G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically listed. 


Be My Love—t“Toast of New Orleans”........ --. Miller 
Because Of You—-t“I Was-An American Spy”..... BMI 


ememponne Gs CNG oe ics foes b scab eedcbiees . Famous 
RGAE MES: MONON wach ek beaks Ree hoe eee hick Witmark 
Happiness. . Peres 
Hello Young Lovers—*"The King ‘and Y BS a Oe Williamson 
Here’s To Your IHusions—*"Flahooley”............ Chappell 
Beer: TLIGD The Moat. vac ee cv eiceeendcdcvenve Chappell 
eee LOOM Is FOPewee oo. o's. 6s cae v eka b Ch cba ve beee St. Nicholas 
NOUNS 06.55 56 PSS GREET APE CTE OF aaa Coenen en Crawford 
MEGS, cw CRN SASSY ds ES EWE EMDEC LOS oe eas 6 aera es Shapiro-B 
I’m Late—t“Alice in Wonderland”................ Disney 

It’s a Lovely Day Today—*“Call Me Madam” ...... Berlin 
MUON «. Sis wine 4:6 Ain Oc 0G 0 Oe Ae bh eas 4 Ora BMI 
Loveliest Night of the Year—t“The Great Caruso”. Robbins 


Make the Man Love Me—*“Tree Grows In B’klyn”. T. B. Harms 


Mister and Mississippi .......... Pe. Ret eke tread Shapiro-B 
Mockin’ Bird Hill.................: Pores ceaieea wer Southern 
EE SE a. oon kG w buat heat ea hace taeewene Remick 
Be RUGS SOE OIE bibs cin te EHR NO 6 aO Cue 6 cae Santly-J 
Be Some Me. FOU ois 5 Se See a cd dsc Rea Harms 
Se ee: CON CG DIOR. Prices ccc ccdbccvecséackon Folkways 
SEEy CPOE NN os aac He baer 004 ee eob Sb SE ORDO S Pickwick 
See GOR TE RAVO TOG oo oo. conde cheb stot eawethaw Chappell 
TOE, g o2dek. Fas os Obs Be eas Chee cc cdw lectin Advanced 
RE SOUR Ss y's ake Gk soe SRW cle Se ck 6 cdc ha het Shapiro-B 
Syncopated Clock............ Pierre | 
Tahiti, My Island—i“Tahiti, My Island” $eue chewed Paramount 
CODED VINES 50s a h.o ee Ga o8 ae CMa cnc cees che kwe Acuff-R 
ee ON ek. oe cards GRRL s CURT EOs 0 6 eb ttn ths Jefferson 
CERNE. ita et rae ae Sah sia s coke eee) BERR OS oa ae Bourne 


We Kiss In a Shadow— se: GG FP ios ss Zi ba on Williamson 





wou Belongs Zo My Heat. os. 265 CH SRS Peer 
Second Group 
Aba Daba Honeymoon—t“Two Weeks— With Love” Feist 
Boautifell Brews Tepe. oia:s ovpssa ce ves habe 0s Bbw ah ek American 
PODORUGO Nae UN oro dc 0 vi 6 05 'ds bate S 6) 0 KD ST OAS Maypole 
SerERhe, Tete Wee REEL © 5s coco Cos Soe 036 0 cemeeRs Maypole 
Down the Trail Of Achin’ Hearts..........ccceeee08 Gallico 
Bvertrue BVereine ig cscs ks Webi bo Woda tecceoel Supreme 
Everyone Needs Someone ............f..c.se0eeees Beacon 
I Whistle a Happy Tune—*“The King and 1 “eer Williamson 
I'll Buy You a Star—*“Tree Grows In Brooklyn”...T. B.Harms 
TH Neves Re Wee cack cv cvoc sb oes \ouee wae eeeecn BVC 
Peined: BNE Bc ho oa faeces cae awe Hawes Roger 
Morningside Of the Mowbtale is aids cok ees eke Remick 
My Resistanies 18 £06 60. c csc accvcebscveavecse Morris 
OMS TE OG «ok 5.64 6 ic he's 0c cchty hae bes Cea wowed Berlin 
oe | RRR rr oer re errr ore ea? re ee Life 
OE AB ik eka Aha Rae co ob V Oe OR ERR ERS CECE IETS Mellin 
Tonight Be Tender To Me .... 22... .cccerccccece Life 
Wane We Ges oa bob ei co do bee chased eer Tk se Miller 
When Our Country Was Born.......... ocwava Life 
When You and I Were Young Maggie Blues. dig 60 Se Mills 
World Is Your Balloon—*‘Flahooley”............. Chappell 
Ween EG es a CR Ee Ne eee Disney 


You and Your Beautiful Eyes—t“War ‘With Army”. Paramount 


Top Songs on TY 


(Alphabetically Listed) 


How High the Moon........+..seeeeeeeceeceeesss Chappell 
Mockin’ Bind TAG |. oc. hic ob decd Cabs cccccccces tse Oe 
On Top Of Old Smoky. se erececeescesssccevensees Folkways, . 
Pretty Eyed Baby.. seeeeeereereeeee eee eee eee eeeeaee Pickwick ~ 
Too Young ........... esccccecees Seerson , 
Five Top Standards 
+e Gkbbh es O00 héas 





eeeeeeeereeeeee 
. 


Mabelu cc occcccescusseacaviaws 
Because oe eee eeeeeeer eer vr eeeee ewer eeeaeeeeeeeeeeeee Chappell 
Darktown Strutters Ball. . eee eee etree eeeseeeeepeee eist 
In the Good Old Summertime. FG awe bebe 66's 6c 6 6.3 eee 
Sonny Boy.......sievs seeeee weceeceevereqececes Crawiord i 





























t Filmusical. *Legit musical. 
Apollo Inks McGriff 
Myers Sets Up New Edna McGriff, 15 year old Negro- 


Pubbery i in Philly vocalist, was inked to a term pact | 


Philadelphia, June’ 19. = Apollo Records last week. For, 

. Mu- | ber. first session, scheduled | this’ 

James E. Myers, of Myers week, the diskery will press three 
sic, has set up a new publishing|of her original tunes, “Come 


company, Jem Publications. Sell- Back, Bs “Note Droppin’ Papa” and - 


ing rights will be through the 
Myers firm and the songs will be 
cleared through ASCAP. 

Jem Publications has commis- 
sioned McGuire,, WIP disk eee 
and local bandsman, and Harry Fil- 
ler, songwriter, to write series of 
100 new hymns. Joey Saso will 
handle New York pro for 
the firm. 


‘CAUSE. 
| LOVE YOU 


DINAH SHORE—RCA Victor | 
EDITH PIAF—Columbia 
HOLLIS MUSIC; INC. 





Frank Lee to London Decca 
London, June 12, 
Frank Lee, general manager of 
the English bureau of Radio Lux- 
embourg for the last four years, is 
to take over the position of man-| == 
ager of Decca’s artists department |; 
left vacant when Harry Sarton 
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AGVA in Down-the-Line Dues Hike — 
Nov. 1; Branch Execs’ Pay to Soar 





n_ across-the-board 

~_* was voted by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists’. national 
poard at its meeting last week in 
Detroit. Board, which met after 
the union’s annual convention, also 
voted to have national administra- 
tive secretary Henry Dunn confer 
with regional directors to increase 
the pay of branch managers and 
organizers. 

Dues hike was enacted with an 
escalator clause, with performers 
earning up to. $499 weekly paying 
$36; from $500 to $999, $48; from 
$1,000 to $1,999, $62, and enter- 
tainers earning over $2,000-weekly 
will pay $100 annually. Chorus 
dues will. be $25 and initiation fee 
$50. Initiation payment of $100 will 
apply to all principal performers. 
New scale goes into ‘effect Nov. 1. 
» Current scale is $12 for chorus; 
$32 for those earning up to $499; 
$48 for earners between $1,000 and 
$1,999, and $100 for those getting 
more than $2,000 weekly. 

Pay raises to AGVA branch man- 
agers and organizers was recom- 
mended at the convention and will 
be put into force Nov. 1 after com- 

letion of various. surveys. The 
Canell managers, it’s been dis- 
closed, petitioned the national 
office for cost-of-living increases, 
and they asked for a-scale up to 
$125 weekly. Sum in the petition 
will be the top figure allowed to 
the branch managers and organiz- 
ers, depending upon the circum- 
stances in a given branch. 

Board also voted to rescind a 
previous ruling that no. commis- 
sions shall be charged by agents 
for obtaining work on USO-Camp 
Shows. Fee. will be.5%, the sum 
which was in effect at most per- 
centeries during the last war. 

Other legislation passed by the 
board included a ruling that no 
member of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians who books club 
dates will be allowed to emcee a 
performance which he contracts 
himself. He will be permitted to 
conferencier dates booked by other 
agents and where he has been 
hired as bandleader. Latter clause 
was inserted because of the recent 
agreement between AFM and 
AGVA. 

In another development, Gypsy 
Rose Lee resigned as AGVA dele- 
gate to the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America and was re- 
placed by former AGVA national 
administrator Dewey Barto. 

The board meeting had to be 
cut short, but the national execu- 
tive board will attempt to tie up 
the loose ends. National board will 
reconvene Oct. 9 for three days 
in Chicago. Next convention date 
was set for four days in Los 
Angeles next June 9 


Swank Cleve. Nitery Into 
Hands of Receiver With 
$3,196 Creditors’ Claims 


has vig oe June 19. 

Reported to in the red up 
to $100,000, the “athena Tavern, 
one of the town’s plushiest niteries, 
has gone into hands of a bank- 
ruptey receiver as a result of ac- 
tion by three te who filed 
claims totaling $3,196 

Floor. shows. will be dropped wy 
Theodore R. Spilka, bankruptcy 
torney, appointed as seuaioke 2 rei 





dues in-+4* 


Bob Hope’s 3-Month Tour 
Earns $80,000 for Funds 


. Hollywood, June 19. 

Bob Hope netted $80,000 for 
charities during a three-month tour 
which wound in a return here. 
Hope left for England March 14 
after several personals and TV 
stints.: His two-weeker at Prince of 
Wales Theatre, London, turned. up 
$41,000 for. London’s East -End 
Clubland, . underprivileged kids 
group. 

Hope also appeared at bases in 
England, France, Germany, then 
played stagds in Manchester, Black- 
pool, Dudley, Glasgow, Dublin and 
Belfast. _ Returning to the U. S. 
June 6, Hope played nine cities, 
including Atlantic City, where he 
scored a $20,000 gate for the Da- 
mon Runyon Fund, and Chicago 
and Minneapolis. 





Ohio Gives Governor, 
Agencies Wide Power 
In Gambling Cleanup 


Columbus, June 19. 


Ohio Legislature, just. ending its 
1951 session, has enacted a set of 
laws designed to clean Up commer- 
cialized . gambling, ranging from 
slot machines to the plush. night 
spots and casinos such as the 
Mounds Club in Geauga County, 
the Colony Club in Lawrence 
County, and, the Jungle Inn in 
Trumbull County. 


Said to be the most powerful 
anti-gambling weapons held by any 
Ohio governor, the new legislation 
gives him and the attorney general 
authority to start padlock proceed- 
ings against gambling joints; pro- 
vides a fine of from $100 to $5,- 
000, and from one to five years in 
jail, for persons convicted of own- 
ing, possessing, or transporting slot 
machines; gives the governor pow- 
er to remove sheriffs, prosecutors 
and mayors who fail to enforce the 
laws; and awards law enforcement 
agencies authority to go into com- 
mon pleas court to obtain warrants 
against known gambling houses. 

The Assembly also enacted a 
tough sports bribery law designed 
to prevent sports fixes such as 
those in New York City recently. 


Andrews Sisters Get 2-Wk. | 





’ London, June 19. 


um Aug. 27. 

Miss Lee’s booking, incidentally, 
marks the first time this season 
that an agency other than William 





London Palladium Date 


The Andrews Sisters have been 
signed for the Palladium here for j 
two weeks starting July 30. They'll | 
follow the Red Skelton stand, 
which tees off July 2, Tony Mar- 
tin will succeed the Andrews for 
two weeks, starting Aug. 13. Gypsy 
Rose Lee is slated for the Palladi- 


Morris has been able to get a head- 
liner into that house. Her date 
was set : ‘the Charles V; Yates 


* 
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Gilded Cage.in Aug. Bow 
As Walters’ 2d N.Y. Cafe 
Lou Walters, Latin Quarter, 

N. Y. operator, will oe the de- 

funct Cafe Theatre, N. Y., around 

the end of August with spot ten- 
tatively labeled the Gilded ed Cage. 

Despite the gay 90’s ‘namé and 
otif, Walters will produee the 
ows around a youthful batch of 

performers. 

site ei one 


The Gilded Cage 
block from the Latin Quarte 


Tax Seen Boon To 


Acts m Toronto 


Toronto, June 19. 

An increase in employment of 
acts in the province of Ontario. is 
anticipated with the levying of a 
124%% tax on patrons of all. spots 
using entertainment. Previously 
the levy applied only ‘to cafes and 
cocktail lounges using acts. Band 
spots were exempt. Starting July 
1, impost will apply to all spots 
with entertainment whether it 
comes from bands, acts or both. 

Toronto buyers are _ currently 
studying. the situation. For ex- 
ample, Lou Arnold, owner of two 
cafes in Toronto, will experiment 
with an act policy at -his ‘Brown 
Derby, while the Silver Rail, also 
owned by Arnold, will have a band 
show. Results of a trial run will 
be studied before a ‘permanent 
policy is instituted, 

Other operators, however, will 
inaugurate band and act talent 
policies immediately feeling that 
with stiffer competition, ‘it will be 
necessary to use both. 

One immediate effect, according 
to bookers, will be the increase in 
the use of entertaining band units 
as a means of saving coin, New 
York agencies have started to sub- 
mit lists to Toronto bonifaces. 
Several have been bought for spots 
starting the effective date of the 
tax. However, there aren’t enough 
of this type act to meet the de- 
mands and it’s inevitable that 
many will be forced into an act 
policy. 

So far, none of the spots that 
used bands exclusively as a means 
of evading the customer levy has 
indicated that it’ll drop entertain- 
ment. 


Capitol, N.Y. Sets Exit 
July Bill; Cap., Wash. 
~ Sole Loew Vaude Stand 


Loew vaudeville booker Sid 
viernes has set the final Capitol, 
, bill before that house goes 
sa a straight picture policy. Film 
actor Tom Ewell, Snooky Lanson 
and Gene Krupa’s band have been 
pacted for the finale, which is 
slated to start around mid-July. 

Next to closing bill will com- 

rise Margaret Whiting, Jack 

mith and the Frank De Vol orch, 
which goes in June 27.- 

With the closing of the Capitol, 
only. Loew house playing vaude 
regularly will --be the Capitol, 
Washington. 


New Eaglnd Ans 
Ink AGVA ‘Fait’ Code 


# Boston, June 19. 
Theatrical Agents of New a 4 











d Agency, N. ¥.; with the Lew &|land, Inc. (TANE), : 
coh fnuaclay may tu Era cn cig fre | Avene Gul af Variety Ant 
He plans to con geneity Mate Se | eae eet ‘The Palladium is | national code of fair practices with 
with staff of nearly 50 until i.e after Miss Lee's book- the Boston branch week, 
the , Lounge’ ‘and Restau- ing. : fective July 5. . Code establishes 
Re May Scenes erat "en 
bankrup “ pt anaee oven San Tad oe 
M + Paar, fa ER 

sath and , Cowan, » A. Harvey, Robbed in Cle vides for an accident insurance 
treasurer, have not yet decided : Ve. policy, the premium te be-paid by 


whether to contest the preyed 
charge, and have 12 days to 
a court denial. 

If they agree to a bankruptcy 
adjudiention: Spilka .will ask the 
court for. permission to sell the 
spot and distribute proceeds among 
Several persistent creditors: Three 
of them responsible for the blowup 
are Frank D. Lazaro Co., Joe De 
Gaetano Co., Inc., and Sam Vino- 
cur, who entered the $3,196 claims. 
Club's fixtures, lease and goodwill 
are estimated by no to be worth 
between $50,000 and. $70,000, al- 
though . owners heportedly sank. a 
fortune into the. Alhambra. 

One of the bankruptcy court’s 
first moves was to: bounce Shondor 
Birns, allegedly the club's ae i 
booker, 


\timied wi 


Cleveland, June 19. 


outside. . 


and a ring on top of the money in | Pam 





Artie Dann,“appearing at the 
State here with the Patti Page 
stage show, was slugged and robbed 
of $285 in his. Hotel Statler room 
here last week. Attackers gained 
entrance by knocking and saying 
that they had clean linen for the 
room. Dann believes the thieves 
must have seen him at the theatre 
do his gag where he pulls out a 
roll of bills, with a | $100 one on the 


Dann suffered a ‘ea lip, but con- 
with the show. A $300, 
watch given him by Frank Sinatra | 


the, comi¢’s rqom were, untouched. 


the agent, which covers perform- 
ers for 24 hours while under the 
agent’s jurisdiction. 

Signing for TANE were attorney 
George Fingoid, chairman Henry 
Cogert and secretary Peg. Norton, 
and for AGVA, Ralph Morgan, rep 
of Boston branch. 


Ritz Bros. Into Riviera 
Ritz Bros. have been signed for 
the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., starting 
June 28, following current run of 
Tony Martin. Ritzes will be fol- 
lowed by Jackie Mites July 12. 
Riviera rator Bill Miller has 
see a Blackburn Twins & 
ivan to go into that spot 
Aug. 9 | 


TVereere 
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USO-Camp Shows in Expansion Move 
With Off-Shore and Domestic Units 





Liquor Rap Brings 45-Day 
Clamp on Ohio Nitery Bar 


Akron, O., June 19. 

Club Casablanca, swank night 
club located between Canton and 
Massillon, O., operated by Tully 
V. Foster, has been ordered to 
close its bar for 45 days. Ohio 
Board of Liquor Control made the 
ruling last week, following cita- 
tions against the club for violating 
liquor laws. One of the waitresses 
was charged with selling a drink 
to liquor department inspectors on 
Sunday, March 4. , 

A case against Foster in Canton 
Municipal Court recently, based on 
the same alleged Sunday sale of 
drinks, was dismissed because the 
state agents failed to show that 
their pay for the drinks had been 
formally accepted. The waitress, 
however, said she had accepted 
pay for them. 


Old Sunday Law (1881) 
Shuts Out R-B Circus 
In 2 Upstate N.Y. Spots 


Buffalo, June 19. 

Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
circus has cancelled two stands in 
New York State, Tonawanda, 
scheduled for June 24, and Pough- 
keepsie, because of an 1881 statute 
prohibiting Sunday circus perform- 
ances. Both showings were to be 
sponsored by American Legion 
posts for child welfare benefit pro- 
grams. 

Cancellation, after all advertising 
had been posted, came when a 
Tonawanda judge advised the may- 
or to refuse to issue a license and 
indicated that the mayor “could be 
put in jail if he issued a permit 
for the illegal performance.” Tona- 
wanda Legion officials blamed 
“somebody in Buffalo” for the 
showdown, stating “If Tonawanda 
doesn’t get the circus, neither will 
Buffalo.” 

Poughkeepsie Legion ~-officials 
laid the blame for their cancella- 
tion on Governor Dewey, with the 





governor's secretary issuing a de- 


nial and stating that State Police 
were acting “quite properly in law 
enforcement of the state in a rou- 
tine manner.” 


Atlantic & Central Will 
Fight It Out on Cape Cod 


. Provincetowh, the atty summer 
resort on Massachusetts’ Cape 
Cod, is expected to have a lively 
nitery war this year with the At- 
lantic House and the nearby Cen-| 
tral House going in for floorshows. 
Atlantic House, to be operated by 
Herbert Jacoby, ori Angel, N. Y., 
operator, has Wally Cox Cox and 
Joan Nichols for 794 preem June 30. 
Central House will launch its cafe 





activities June 29 with an all-Negro 


program. of Thelma mer 
Three Flames and Carter & Bowie 


Both spots are expected to tins 
crease their-nitery budgets as a 


result of the rivalry. 


Asks $100,000 Damages 





For LeBlanc Promotion 


' New Orleans, June 18. 


rmanent injunction and 
and | «100,000 damapes wer 


damages were asked Wed- 
District 


nesday (14) in eo 


Dudley J. 
Corp., makers of a nationally ad- 
vertised dietary supplement, for 
an alleged breach of contract. 

Roy LaPear}], of Chicago, charged 
that LeBlanc, the corporation and 
two Chicago businessmen made an 
unauthorized use of his promotion 
plan, which involved the use of 
boxtops to gain admission to. stage 
entertainment. 


LaPearl said he and three asso- 
ciates met with LeBlanc’s partners 
in the Hadacol venture, John and 
Frank P. Duffield, of. Chicago, on 
June 17, ag ‘and outlined to them 
his plan for admission to stage and 





a Chicago: 
-Senator'| ings of area shows. 


USO-Camp Shows will 
fi por onrees this 
more units for 
’ unit to. play 


stallations. Latter unit ‘is the first 
Lsince late World War II to be 
formed expressly for the mainland. 
Cast 
gin in July. . 

All shows will play under the 
new unified setup recently: ini- 
tiated by the Defense. Dept. A 
central office; headed . by. Col. 
Charles W. Christenberry, chief of 
the Army’s Special Services, will 
allocate Camp Shows entertain- 
ment to all services, so that more 
fighting men of all branches will 
get entertainment, and to elimin- 
ate squabbling among the services 
for various. displays. 

‘The new -entertainment setup 
will be called the Armed Forces 
Entertainment Branch. AFEB 
will be under Col. Christenberry’s 
supervision, will be topped by Col. 
Joseph F, Goetz, of the Air Force, 
and deputy will be Lt. Col. Jerome 
B. Coray, of the Army. In addi- 
tion, staff will have fulltime Army, 
and Navy officer, and a Marine 
officer on a part-time basis. 

Promise Full Cooperation 

At a USO luncheon last week, 
Col: Christenberry promised Camp 
Shows full cooperation in the new 
setup and lauded its program in 
the following statement: 


Present-day thinking accepts 
proper programming for free hours 
of the soldier, sailor, airman and 
marine as important and directly 
related to combat efficiency. No 
longer is it considered a frill; when 
properly - planned, entertainment 
and athletics are given prominent 
free-time space to contribute to 
the morale and welfare and there- 
fore to the proficiency of the mili- 
tary man as directly as does drill 
or other specialized training. 


“There is included in this new 
emphasis on Special Services the 
importance of. professional enter- 
tainment. Live shows are, I feel, 
the most important form of recrea- 
tion calling for ‘spectator participa- 
tion.’ It’s in no sense a competi- 
tion with other recreational activi- 
ties.” 

Col. Christenberry quoted the 
President’s Committee report 
which declared that “A wide va- 
riety of essential free-time oppor- 
tunities are needed to enhance 
morale, prevent degeneration 
through wrong activities and to 
provide a choice of relaxation to 
meet physical and mental differ- 


(Continued on page 54) 


Aud. Mgrs. Tackling 
TV, Suburban Inroads 
At Quebec Convention 


St. Paul, June 19. 

Problems of television and the 
operations of large municipal and 
privately owned auditoriums will 
highlight the meetings of the In- 
ternational Auditorium Managers 
convention, Chateau Frontenac, 
(| Gnse “orsign” A. Furni, 
er urn 
manager of St. Paul Municipal Au- 
ditorium, a special committee is 
now set up to advise communities 
ae lating the building of large 
ums and how to make them 


rk secondary pr 





trend to . 
This includes possible iaiptoved 
‘methods of transcontinental book- 





Two New Shows Set In- 
London Fete Gardens 
London, June 19. 

Two new shows opened at Bat- 
tersea Park Festival Pleasure Gar- 
dens yesterday (18). At the Lake- 
side Stage, the Three Hotleys took 
over from The. Botonds and will 
be staying until the end of the 
month. 

At the Riverside Theatre, Ronald 
Gourley, blind pianist and singer, 
takes over. the seven o'clock: show 
with Anna, accordionist and singer, 
and Anne. Redgrave, a a This 





act, which replaces the Sie Trio, 
also stays until the’ end of the 
month. 


for the programs will be- 


sblem on the ~ 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


_Wednesday, June 20, 1951 





Copacabana, N. Y. 
- Jack Entratter & Jules Podell 
presentation of _ Malina, Don 
Cornell, Manor & Mignon, Jean 
Caples, Bob Millar, Rita Con- 
stance; songs, Bob- Hilliard, 


Mann; costumes, Billy i anERON. |S 
staged br Doug Coudy; Mike fot 


& Fernando Alveres. Orchs; 
mums: $3.50, $4.50. 


After 12 weeks of capacity busi- 
ness with the runs of Jimmy Du- 
rante followed by Martin & Lewis, 
Jack Entratter and Julie Podell 
have set a show which takes care 
of the entertainment well enough, 
but boxofficewise will permit these 
nitery toppers to give the key men 
on their staff a well-earned vaca- 
tion. 


It would have been virtually im- 
possible to comb the talent marts 
for a headiiner to continue the 
b.o. pace of Martin & Lewis, who 
packed the house for three shows 
night!y for six straight weeks. The 
lesser-priced talent on view here 
seems like good business. The 
patronage has gotten used to go- 
ing to the Copa, and it looks like 
a flow of customers will continue 
for a while just on the spot’s mo- 
mentum. 


Despite the inevitable compari- 
sons, this bill,. topped by come- 





dienne Luba Malina and singer | 
Don Cornell, do well enough. The | 
ballroomers Manor & Mignon and | 


the Doug Coudy production setup 
complete the card at this spot. 
Miss Malina has played the Copa 
previously and has come in with a 
completely new line of material. 
Miss Malina is a warm personality 


whose Russe accent adds a conti- | 
nental touch to give her a greater | 


personal interest. Her comedy 
songs have a good quota of laughs 
and she makes qed on every one. 
Her topper is a ampocn of “Ghost 
Riders in the Sky,” which provides | 
her with a strong sendoff. 


Miss Malina shows some cute 
items such as “They Don’t Like 
French Singers in Paree,” a “Guys 
and Dolls” takeoff and a satire of 
“Diamonds Are a Girl's Best 
Friend.” She gives these and her 
other tunes the best possible treat- 
ment, and net effect is that she 
does extremel’ well without cre- 
ating a pandemonium. 


Cornell, whose previous major 
cafe appearance in New York was 
at the Versailles, is a graduate 
bandsinger. He attained a degree 
of prominence with his Victor 
disking of “It Isn’t Fair” and has 
been a consistently good performer 
in most situations. Cornell’s bari- 
tone mace a good impression on 
the preem night (14). He does 
nicely with a ballad such as “Too 
Young” and ditto a schmaltzy 
“Sorrento” and, of course, “It Isn't 
Fair.” Also on the plus side is a 
medley of oldies, and “Because.” 


«= Manor & Mignon are proficient 
ballroom terpers. Their lifts and 
spins are applause-producing, but 
a drawback is’ their accent on 
heavy dramatic terping. It seemed 
somewhat ludicrous for the femme 
to assume the look of a woman 
consecrated after a heavy siege of 
acrobatics. It might be a good 
idea ~ Scene Pe / a, Se 
impression 0 or the sheer 
joy of doing same. They should 
try to infuse more lightness in 
their work in order to round out 
their éfforts. Manor & Mignon 
fill the requirements of this spot 
and even get an earned encore. 
but with their inate ability, they 
should have gotten more out of. 


this turn. 

The ee production 
lives up to the high Copa stand- 
ards. ug Coudy’s line numbers 


and staging are in a top vein. Billy 
Livingston’s costuming is lush and 
expensive, and the songs by Bob 
Hilliard and Dave Mann give a lift 
to the proceedings. Songs by Rita 
Constance and Bob Millar and in- 
cidental terpings by Jean Caples 
provide further dressing. Jose. 


Flaminge. Las Vegas 
(FLAMINGO ROOM) 
Las Vegas, June 14. 
Harvey Stone, Frances Faye. 
Uncle Ben, Merriel Abbott Dancers 
(8), Denny Beckner Orch (11); 
no cover, no minimum. 





Doubleheader in Flamingo Room | 
has comic Harvey Stone and in- 
time chantoosie Frances Faye lar- 
ruping over their wares in a mid- 
dling show. Return of Merriel Ab- 
bott line after year’s absence aids 
greatly in overall production. 

Stone pours out his collection of 
jokes, quips, pseudo-insults for fair 
response. Gets off the ground after 
familiar “G.I.” routine. Laughs 
roll in and all attention is cor- 
nered. After walkon, material con- 
sists of gambling gags switched 
locally, eases into tune “Dear 
Hearts and Gentle People,” parody 
of Detroit boyhood saga. Swings 
around again to gambling hodgc- 
podge, steering into racetrack song 
special “Riders in the Sky,” gather- 
ing a parcel of laughs. ails home 











with ory life bit, building into 
sock exi 
Frantes Faye, who has played 
Vegas off my te on for years, returns 
to A down her a 
a 


on 
mending 88. 
Soe eee ee Darktown Strutters Ball * | ©ove" 


goes for peyteard ramble le betwees 
tunes with amusing patter. Her 
none-too-gentle pipes assail “Don't 
Care If the Sun _ Don’t Shine,” 
“Black Magic.” “Boogie “Woogie 
Washerwoman,” “Gypsy in My 
Soul.” Siy quips between songs 
help setup mounting into windup, 
an original called “Right, Right, 


Right.” Miss Faye’s material is re-| gen 


ceived well, although vet nitery 
chirp is hampered somewhat by 
having to tone down plenty of her 
} tabasco for this room. 

Uncle Ben opens bill with some 
tap work while tossing toothy 
smiles audienceward. Sepia lad is 
protege of maestro Beckner. Cou- 
ple of-record panto turns are laced 
with a few laughs; however, “Tem- 
tayshun” could be omitted. Sure- 
fire “Mule Train” with ludicrous 
limp whipcracking grabs plenty of 
chuckles. 

Merriel Abbott Dancers prime 
with froth of grey satin and pink 
tulle, in showcase of individual 
talents "in acro-terps, soft shoe, 
kicks, and bit of ballet. “‘Harle- 
quin” inserted midway is mostly 
all acro, allowing everyone some 
nipups in spot. Breathtaking back 
flips, walkovers, leap-splits sell 
this one for hefty reaction. . 

Denny Beckner emcees in affable 
way, his Texas drawl amusing. 
However, his orch backgrounding 
leaves much to be desired. Invari- 
ably his tootling sounds weak and 
toneless during shows, yet whips 
h‘~hly entertaining interim dance 
unit. Will. 


Cire’s, WH woed 
Hollywood, June 15. 


Evelyn Knight (with pianist 
| Jimmy Rowles), Ray Whitaker and 
Geri Galian Orchs; $1.50-$2.50 
minimum. 





Evelyn Knight’s soothing sylla- 
bles are a welcome addition to the 
Sunset Strip after a steady stream 
of bawlers and bleaters. The take- 
it-easy charmer socks home her 
half-hour ‘Session with all the old 
zest and then some. Authority is 
the word. The lass with the deli- 
cate air has that commodity plus. 

Bucolic “Listen to the Green 
Grass Growing” alerts the payees 
for a bounce-to-ballad stretch of 
ditties that never wears. Blonde 
entertainer, wielding her hand- 
mike unobtrusively, perches atop 
accompanist Jimmy Rowles’ Stein- 
way for a stretch, too, remainder 
of the smart songalong including 


“The Man at the Ringside Table,” 


“I’m Going to Be a Lo Time 
Forgetting You,” “I Wish I Could 
Understand Texas,” “Powder Your 
Face With Sunshine,” and the 
e.,ergreen but always welcome 
“Dance with a Dolly,” “Little Bird 
Told Me” and “Gfandfather's 
Clock.” 

Ray Whitaker turns in a yeomee 
tehouinnine job, betimes os 
the keyboard and the Hammon 
organ and taking off on a passel | , 
of vocal items. gree Galian’s rhum- 
ba crew fills in Mike. 


Chez Paree, Mi Montreal 
Montreal, June 14. 
Jackie Miles, Johnnie & June 
Belmont, Martin Kent, Boots Mc- 
Kenna Girls (7), with Tanya 
Labelle; Palm DeLuca Orch; no 
cover, no minimum. 


Playing this 


Y 


club for the first 
time in 12 years (it was then the 
Tie Toc), Jackie Miles to 
big audiences to show is one 
of the best comics the local cabaret 
set has seen for a time. With 
simple, low-voiced delivery, he 
tells jokes which sock over. 

Miles has the quality of 4 fore- 
ing his stuff on listeners; he just 


faune the gags ride and waits for 


hs. They come often and easily; 
ae he has to beg off after nearly 
an hour. Best of his sketches are 
the race-bettor’s pra ayer, his Miami 
Beach stories, the “Just aes, 
song with intermittent jokes, Also 
scores heavily with his ‘“Honey- 
suckle Rose” impression of a cer- 
tain type of singer, and a Gene 
Autry parody. 

Ballroom dancers Johnnie & 
June Belmont do five good rou- 
tines. Always trying the most 
difficult steps, and succeeding in 
making them look easy, they go 
over nicely. Fast, precise and 
graceful, they do an excellent 
“Jealousy” tango, a lively “Lady is 
A Tramp” fox wherein, however, 
the male employs his ‘hands too 


much in between steps, and a very 
good Se gg on ou.” They re- 
peat with a “Farmer’s 


Rhumba” and a nice son inbiteeetation 
of “Oh, Johnnie.” 

Singer Martin Kent, who also 
m.c.’s the show, solos a few songs 
and does a particularly ly good job 
on “September Song” when he 
doesn’t strain. Palm DeLuca’s orch 
gives good background to ~. show. 

arc. 


Soe ped GROVE) 


Kitty K _ a ar de June Bm 
atien, 
Bergman's Orch (15); 08 eas 


Another double-decker is ho tap 
for the next three weeks in this 
plush bistro off the main lobby of 
the Ambassador Hotel. It’s a com- 
bo of mirth and song that won't 
ring up any big sales. Opener was 
well attended but the-room was 
alive with gongs parties and 
a een of big spenders was evi- 


Kitty Kallen; onetime band sing- 
er, shares the billing with the 
rowdy Wiere trio and the plaudits 
were evenly divided. There’s no 
billing problem here, so Miss Kal- 
len opened and reeled off five 
numbers, the last a reprise. She 
is at her best as an impressionist 
and with special material. When 
she lapses into a pep number she 
loses considerable of her appeal. 
Her best bit is a satirical ditty, “I 
Wish I Had a Daddy in the White 
House,” to good returns. Her mim- 
icry of Ethel Merman, Lena Horne 
and Ella Logan singing “No Biz 
Like Show Biz” has a nice pixie 
touch that is effectively imitative. 

Booking of the Wieres is in the 
nature of an experiment by Tony 
Cabot, who. buys the acts for the 
Schine hotels. Comedy turns have 
never fared too well with the Wil- 
shire Blvd. crowd and not in re- 
cent years has there been an out- 
and-out comic on the floor. Cabot 
figures it’s worth a gamble, con- 
sidering that singers and dancers 
haven't brought the fire laddies 
running to keep the aisles open. 

With their fiddles, derbies, and 
Mildred Seymour at the piano, the 
nimble-footed zanies _  haven’t 
changed much over the years, un- 
less it’s that they do a little vocaliz- 
ing. It’s not a fair test on comedy 
appreciation by the Grove clientele 
as the Wieres have been. around 
for years doing what comes nat- 
urally. Harvey Stone, due in three 
weeks with dance team Mata & 
Hari should be a far better baro- 
meter. 

Eddie Bergman’s crew backstops 
both the acts and table hoofers in 
good fashion. Helm. 


Sans Souci. Miami B’ch 
(BLUE SAILS ROOM) 
Miami Beach, June 17. 
Helen ‘Forrest, Freddie Lane, 
Arne Barnett, Sacasas Orch; mini- 
mum $2.50. 





In current layout is Helen For- 
rest, who disproves the theory that 
mest ex-band singers and/or re- 
cording clicks don’t go in a cafe. 
Miss Forrest wins them from her 
teeoff “This Can’t Be Love,” 
sold in easy styling. Blending 
versions of the oldies and current 
hits, she keeps building impact via 
top arrangements plussed by 
phrasing and shadings that com- 
mand attention 

Miss Forrest’s repertoire in- 
cludes “Nevertheless,” “Sunny 
Side Of The Street” for change 
of pace, and earning top returns, 

tricky working on Ten Cents A 
Danes with a rhythm patter 
spliced in for appeal. She’s solid 


tricky a sae sane on and, ope. with 
for eallback. Encores. with oldie 
ae See Your Momma Every 
Night” to leave them pou for 
more. As caught, she’s a definite 
bet for class spots. 

In opening niche, Freddie Lane, 
young and lithe acro-ta 
things off in handy f 
is an expert heel and toe delineator 
and when he adds flips, splits and 
spins he wraps ‘em up. Arne 
Barnett fills the. dansapation in- 
terims at the piano in BF ghee) 
Manner and emcees in sim 
effective style. Sacasas jeg ie 
adept at the show bac 

and keeps the rum 
rwith Latinairs 


Cafe de Paris. eee 
London, June 13. 
Bea Lillie with Norman Hack- 
forth, Sidney Simone Orch, John- 
nie Kerrison Samba Band; mini- 
mum $5. 


That Bea Lillie should be booked 
for a return engagement at this 








lush night spot after only six 
months probably the best trib- 
ute the management could have 
paid her. That they are able to 
pay her a reputed $2,800 weekly 


without Suntalions the minimum 
poe om reveals their confidence in 
reaching ee ene htly. 
Opening-Xight celebrity audience 
m.y not set the standard for the 
rest of the run, but left no doubt 
that Miss Lillie’s appeal and ex- 
clusive talents are still tops. 

In her current stanza, Miss Lillie 
puts on a far more elaborate show 
tian previously. For nearly an 
hour she holds the floor with her 
unique type of lyrics,colored and 
enlivened by the occasional flam- 





Hotel Ambassador. L. A. 


in "Sister Kate", ar ae Like | 


boyant gesture. Most of her best- 
known numbers are. included in 

the bill, and a potent selling factor 
is the addition of choruses from 
se ne ct Ne lh Fh, 0 Se of World 

‘ar hese a 
flavor. for many of .the 
present, 

.. Dressed in. stunning white gown 
with blue headgear and sporting 
an ostrich feather for added 

orative effect, the star came on to a 
socko. ovation. as she made. her 
way down the balcony stairs. With- 
out preliminaries, she went straight 
into her turn with “Sugar Coated 
Cookies,” a lyric with a chuckle 
in almost every line, which cued 
the rest of the show. Followed 
another nostalgic touch with “Land 
of Promise” (from a Charlot re- 
vue), then “He Was a Gentleman,” 
“I’m Sorry” and “Get Yourself a 
Geisha,” all scoring strongly. 

A cute novelty was a “Tra La 
La” number in which Miss Lillie 
provides special sound effects ‘to 
g. with another of. her inimitable 
lyrics. Inevitably, there were re- 
quests from her: fans, and these 
yielded perennial faves ‘such as “No 
Fairies at the Bottom of 
Garden” and. “Maud.” She did I 
songs, apart from the nostalgic 
choruses, which included “IT Was 
Born in Michigan” and “Black 
Eyed Susan,” sung with particular 
verve and obvious enjoyment. 

Norman Hackforth, best known 
as the “voice” on “20 Questions” 
radio program, gives efficient, yet 
unobtrusive accompaniment, and 
the Sidney Simone orch te 
the background music. nnie 
Kerrison’s Samba Band serves the 
rhythm music for dancing. 

Myro. 


Hotel Bellerive. K. C. 
(EL CASBAH) 
Kansas City, June 15. 
Willie Shore, Joe Vera Orch (5); 
$1, $1.50 cover. 





Back again is Willie Shore for 
the third time in about a year in 
the Bellerive’s toney dinner room, 
an indication that the dancing 
funster has developed something of 
a following among the club and 
cafe .set. Things are much the 
same as they were on his previous 
trip last fall, a goodly turnout 
opening night with generous help- 
ings of comedy that’s easy to take. 
And that’s not bad when nightclub 
biz generally around town leaves 
something to be desired. But 
Barney Goodman’s fancy spot looks 
for some steadier trade this ses- 
sion. 

Shore’s is a turn which shows the 
light - hearted touch and effective 
timing. It’s evident from the open- 
er, “Oh, My Aching Back,” brought 
back from his USO repertory, and 
has the customers with him ail 
the way. Then it’s into the terp 
sessions which are by now familiar 
to the patrons here and who 
request them—the fast stepping to 
“McNamara’s Band,” the eight 
| es steps which cost Mother 

hore $9, and pui Willie in 


| show biz, the soft shoe but lightly. | » 


For a chan of pace there is an: 
papel fanatic and 
tted Ted Lewis, both in sealer 
pm Eg fall sy Hany oy 
ps au as he 
satirizes the Charleston, Joe 
Frisco, an apache routine and a 
rhumba with a femme from the 
audience. Comic lightly trips 


a fully amv-ing session. 
Orch leader adds his bit to the 
aaa a with prea: doing 
win medley in nifty prewe 
stylings to get patrons al 
tae 





Ruby Feeo’s, Mentreal 
Montreal, June 15. 
Madeleine & Albert Haske 
Ruth Davis, Joska de Barbary, Fr 
Y | Toldy, Jaci: Barker; no minimum, | it 
no cover. 


The Haskells 
magico turn ko 
act show. Without elaborate props 
or gadgets, they fully entertain a 





and their suave 


and speech help.them get all the 
stooges they want, and they work 
the intimate Jounge of this smart 
boite-restaurant with tricks that 
go over with a suck. 

Beautiful Madeleine and her 
partner take turns at a series of 
tricks, largely with cards. It’s a 
pene act. 

uth Davis oversells her songs a 
bit but does well with her closing 
“I Can’t Resist Teasing.” “I Won- 
der Why” and “The Best Thing for 
You” from “Calli Me Madam” are 
adequate. “Then There’s  Ro- 
mance” would be better if not 


oversold. 
Between shows, violinist Joska 
a Barbers: concert yrs Fred 
Toldy and 88’er Jack Barker offer 
varied and pleasant music. 





' Newt. 


through his Scotch number, 
“Roamin’ in the Gloamin,” does! 
a takeoff on Pat , and closes 
with audience in * act on 


“Alouette.” Forty-five minutes is |. 


headline new two-| 


glued audience. Neat presentation | 





Tropicana, Havana 


avana, Jume 15. — 
th ar Arnold er Boge sod (9). 


with Lee, Ana Gloria & 
McA tlister, Carol 
; Suarez (1 & 
‘Romeau Me 17) Orchs; $2 minimum, 
no cover. 


This show — first nitery enter. 
tainment on em Cuba—worked 
under handi r ice for the 
first four ni Sop ue. to summer 
sun and: low water pressure which 
made freezing process difficult, 
Troupe worked on toes of their 
skates in slush until problem 
solved. 

George Arnold, Margie Lee and 
Bruce McAllister take the honors, 
due ‘chiefly to their fast routines, 
When the tempo of the show slows, 


| the audience looks politely and sits 


on its hands. Main reason for much 
of the cold, reception is that 
Cubans generally don’t know what 
is good or bad on ice. The only ex. 
rience they’ve had with the stuff 
in rum highballs. They come out 
of curiosity, and leave not knowing 
whether ey liked it or not, and 
having no idea if it was good. 

Actually, the show is so-so. Miss 
Lee does some good work on solo 
numbers which incorporate fast 
spins and jumps in a small (20x20) 
tank. A dramatic interpretation of 
a medley of “Carmen” arias is 
strictly from the cornfields. Arnold 
dees a snappy tophat number with 
four of the chorus and an acrobatic 
number with ‘Bruce McAllister 
which is fast-and exciting but not 
polished. McAllister does an acro- 
batic solo which goes over. 

Other routines include a rope 
act .by Carol Williams, which is 
more rope than skate; a_ Central 
Park routine. by Terry Jean and 
the chorus which is pleasant but 
not spectacular, and a dove num- 
ber which is nowhere. The show 
is nicely costumed, but the band- 
backing is erratic. The crowds still 
come for the novelty. 

The other act, Ana Gloria & Ro- 
lando, is a barefoot mambo team 
which is a bit better than most of 
this type. Ana Gloria is an excepe 
tionally cute little Cuban who ace 
tually makes the number. 


Ambassador West, Chi 
(THE BUTTERY) 
Chicago, June 14. 
Wally Griffin, al Rotgers 
Trio; minimum $3.50 





This intime spot seems to be on 

a kick with male singers, mainiy 
those of the “bees and flowers” 
school. In Wally Griffin, however, 
there is a refreshing aspect; there’s 
no paused eyebrow or wry smile 
delivery; he pipes his lecture ma- 
terial in more or less straightfor- 
ward manner—there it is, take it 
or leave it. Also, to those who 
weep for the lost moments of their 
youth on the banks of the Seine, 
Griffin has little to offer, except 
for some hilarious quips from 
“Fractured French.” 
fh gowh sex material is routine, 
for a fine parody of “South 


Paci ,” and at 9 Mg “; 
Lisp When I I Say Mixes « 
in some aor reeveals 41, 


good 7 voice. Scores with 
Fiat re ages pe 


e're Just in , 





Edgewater Beach, Chi 
(BEACHWALK) 
Chicago, a 13. 
Ralph St i Pe } 


Dancers (12) 
(17), with I Bn ae 
mum $3.50. 

Current show marks the open- . 
of the outdoor Beachwalk but 
— Gray and’ vig og ee 

arrangement 
opening nex (8). That 
Hey ring that 


agement was Bag wr Ange some chilly 
weather and’ at ‘tbe last minute. 

‘act edutomata still churned 
in and would have any- 
where, judging from hostelry’s per- 


petually jammed dancefloor. 
Of the several current Glen 
Miller stylists, Gray is bly 
the most authentic. And the 
point of versatility, he may eve® 
outdistance the late orchster. Most 
ops though, is that a few 
blasts = this oe prompts ex- 
pee Miller g so oer 
nt e. = open- 
ing night’s tremendous la 
and the constant ey of osu 
eyed juves around the d. 
This sort of enchantment with any 
orchster can only mean a plus 
paere for the presently n.s.h. band 


Bands instrumentation is five 
reeds, four trombone, three trum 


(Continued on page 52) 
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: "powerhouse this week is the Chicago Theatre which hit a boffo b.o. with a | 


Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca... B & K prexy John Balaban’s attempt to 7 
cash in on Max Liebman’s ‘Show of Shows’ demonstrates plus showman- 4 


ship values.” —Variety a 


pts ex- | | 
aes CARL REINER wag | 
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| goggle- | | 
eee Our one week stand at the Chicago Theatre brought in $70,000 ; 5 


A bad | at the boxoffice—the highest gross in this house in over a year. ! sit 
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Night Club Reviews | 





‘Coatinned from pase) 


ing produgsion foutines, with Ralph 
Stent in good fashion 
from behind. — Mel. ~ 


Edgewater Beach, Chi 

t, four rhythm. section 
ig implemented with Gray's 
brother, Tony, on accordion, x 
blend, suffice to say, is in the most 
apparent Miller pattern, with the 
maestro using two tenor, one clari- 
net and two altos for the initial 
m: lody lead. Brass section is strict- 
ly in the powerhouse idiom, with 
a neat effect achieved by the trom- | 
bi nes on the filling-in. } 

Group sports plenty of appeal on | 
the stand. Sidemen are attired in | 
argyle sox and tartan ties, and} 
have s®me lively bandstand antics. | 
Orch does two numbers during the | 
show, “Gospel Train,” which uses 
the group on vocal ensembles, and | 
punchy version of “Johnson Rag,” 
which nigh upsets the inn’s fix- 
tures, 


Producer Dorothy Hild has en- 
hanced the already heavy Gray 
marquee pull with a fast paced, 
volatile show that’s tailor-made for 
the juveniles. Openers, Ben Yost 
Vikings, pepper the joint with their 
strdpping vocalizing that wins 
heavy kudos. Group does an 
operatic medley for an opener. 
belts across four or five tunes out 
of “South Pacific” and closes with 
a nifty Army bit. Latter piping 
pee around “Sound Off,” the 
oys interlarding it with pop serv- 
ice songs. 

Shyrettos impress with a fast | 
session on the bikes that’s solid 
all the way. Two guys and gal do 
their standard trick riding, plus 
some mobilized balancing and acro 
work. 

Lush-gowned Hild dancers romp 











Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
(NAVAJO ROOM) 
Las Vegas, June 14. 

Mills Bros. (5), Edwards Bros. 
(3), Robert Monnet, Pola Van 
Essa, Kathryn Duffy Dansations 
(7), Normandie Boys (3), Al 
Jahns Orch (12), Jack Martin 
Five; no cover, no minimum. 


This spot continues its amazing 
series of clicks by tossing the Mills 
Bros. front and center for 
three weeks. Entire frame moves 
along with zip and sparkle, should 
put up ropes full run. 

Magic of Mills’ songology insures 
peak returns from first ditty to 
begoff. Dish up carbons of Decca 
disks “You Broke the Only’Heart,” 
“Daddy’s Little Girl,” and ruffle 
the rafters with “Paper Doll.” 
Harry Mills’ comedics are deftly 
inserted to interlard chortles as 
the combo moves through “Till 
Then,” “Sweet Lucy Brown,” “Up 
a Lazy River,” “Gloria” and re- 
quest sesh. From reaction, the 
Mills could be onstage until sunup. 
so great is their popularity in the 
Navajo Room. 


Edwards Bros., three acro-musi- 
cians, start off with threesome 
noodling of keys, switch to piano 
top for display of neat muscle con- 
trol. Neatest trick sets up three- 
chair pyramid balanced on pop 
bottles. ‘Topping the load, one 
brother handstands while another 
sits on second. chair for telling 





through a couple of fairly pleas- 
eer 





oe 








a 





“The Top Comedy Find of the Year’* 


MISS IRE 


* “In closing one of the top 


Vegas, may | take this opportu 
terrific job as the comedy star 


the fact that this was 


is my honest opinion that as 


the top ‘find’ of the year..." 


her special tunes, all glove-fitting for 


chantoosie’s moaning has 
house holding sides with laughter.” 
WEEKLY VARIETY 
May 16, 1951 





BAKER 











NE RYAN 


shows ever to . in Las 
te say Ps gio did a 
the show. In view of 


first night club appearance, it 


a new comedienne, you are 


HAL BRAUDIS 
Thunderbird Hotel 


“Big yocks are encased within Irepe 
Ryan’s smart material, all tailor-made 
for her. Her smart songs become topi- 
cal rack for her bang-up jokes. Exits 
te big evation.” 

LAS VEGAS REVIEW 
May 11, 1951 


Now eppearing 


HOTEL 


Dallas, Texas—June 13-26 o 


Personal Management 
HAROLD’ EE. KNOX 
150 S$. Kenter 
L. A. 49, Calif. 


next | 


jsight effect. “Trio exits after one 


flies into catapult — and hand- 
e 


stand on third’s arm flex, grabbing 


eers, _ 

“Kathryn Duffy Dansations get 
show off to goog, bey at — 
bling © “Stepp n’ ; y 
Baby,” erate Tapscott’s 
nimble taps: Gal is really talented 
cleater. Finale, big production 
chore, has Pola Van warbling 
“Kiss in the Dark” while gals pat- 
tern around her. Segues into Rob- 
ert Monnet’s bary solo “Be My 
Love” encasing Joy Walker’s flits 
with gossamer veil. Receives plen- 
ty mitts. 

Al Jahns orch takes it easy, hav- 
ing only Dansations’ scores to wor- 
ry abcut plus bits for Mills and 
Edwards freres. 


show sessions with Jahns’ crew 

tossing chore to Jack Martin Five 

who alternate with pleasing tempi. 
Will, 


Coleny, Lendon 
London, June 14. 
Pat Kirkwood, Len Stevens, 
Felix King Orch, Santiago Lopez & 
Rhumba Band; minimum $5. 


Pat Kirkwood, a musical comedy 
and revue name, makes her cabaret 
debut with this stint at the Colony 
and doubling at adjacent Astor 
Club. Currently costarring in the 
Prince of Wales twice nightly 
revue, “Fancy Free,” she is com- 
mitted to four shows a night, which 
is tough going for any artist. 

But there were no signs of strain 
or fatigue on opening night. On 
the contrary, her pert vivacity is 
‘more strongly marked than usual 
and she exudes a warmth from the 


dence on the theatre stage. 

Miss Kirkwood is at her best 
with good punchy: lyrics and bright 
light-hearted tunes. Easily her 
.most successful number is “Nina,” 
a song new to West End audiences. 
In the same style she clicks with 
“Can’t Stop Talking About Him,” 
a high speed lyric, and “A Little 
Bit Of Love,” both of which were 
hits when she played vaudeville 
earlier in the season, “Chase Me, 
Charlie,” which she did in Noel 
Coward’s “Ace of Clubs” last year, 
is another number well suited to 
her manner. 

In contrasting style, she comes 
over pleasingly with “The Honor- 
able Mr. So and So” and a nicely 
torched “‘What’s My Name?” “Only 
a Glass of Champagne,” however, 
not within her range, was dropped 
after the first show. The same fate 
was suffered by “Thank you for 
Having Me,” which took a knock 
at American artists playing London 
vaude. It was in bad taste. 

Len Stevens, her regular accom- 
panist, does a good job at the key- 


providing the background music. 
Myro. 


Carousel, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, June 13. 
Sugar Chile Robinson, Joe Mann 
& Elaine Beverly, Shorts Davis, 
Herman Middleman’s Orch (5); $3- 
$3.50 minimum. 


First time around here for piano- 
playing wunderkind, Sugar Chile 
Robinson, and the kid’s everything 
they say he is. It’s not just what 
he does at the 88 but the way he 
does it. Youngster’s a canny 
showman, and his eyes are as valu- 
able to him as his fingers. Peepers 
of his get those “isn’t-he-adorable” 
sighs every time he rolls them, 
and his boogie-woogie and barrel- 
house stuff at the keyboard, where 
he uses elbdws, fists and arms, 
knocks the crowd wide open. 

Sugar Chile’s been smartly used 
here, too, away from the piano. 
He does a cute afterpiece with 
Fag tony nd wee . nem 

at’s showy an ugh, an 
little fellow also exchanges 
crossfire with Joe Mann; the nuc., 
that puts him in even more ‘solid. 
Tiny grand’s wisely moved to all 
parts of the floor during his turn, 
giving every side of the room a 
chance to see not only his hands 
but his face in action. 

—— Sugar Chile’s piano- 
playing itself—since it’s in the 
same general vein—could get 
mo , he never gives it a 
chance to do that, mixing it up 
with his digital exercises and 
mugging and vocalizing. All adds 
up to a big session here. 

Rest of the bill is local, but 
topflight local. Shorts Davis opens 
jup with some terrific hoofing, 
packs plenty of punch and a lot of 
sock tricks into a few minutes. 
Starts off fast and never lets down, 
winding with an acrobatic sizzler. 

Emcee Joe Mann teams with his 
wife, Elaine Beverly—both of them 
have long been radio and TV faves 
here—in a si act that’s im- 
proving every time out. The Manns 
are tiny, and they capitalize on 
it shrewdly with some special ma- 
terial that’s right up their a 

builds all the wer, and ho 
up straight through. Miss Beverly 





floor which is not always in evi-| 


board, with the Felix King unit | 


some | 





Terpatrons make | 4 well-versed songstress plussed by 
the parquet groan during between-| 4 comic who can fit the room and 


| 





tle | ankles and Mahoney’s 


| City and Clover Cl 





has the voice, but Mann more than 
gets by on that score.besides being 
a pleasantly easygoing comic. This 
is the third time at the Carousel 
for the Manns and their best show-. 
ing so far. Cohen, 


Nautilus Hotel, Mianfi 
(@RIFTWOOD ROOM) 


Miami Beach, June 17. 
Dolly Dawn, Al Stevens, Jose & 
Stella Reyes, Freddie Cato Orch; 
no minimum or cover. 


Along the newest entertainment 
strip in this oceanfront hotel-cafe 
lineup, this mid-beach spot has 
established itself as a definite con- 
tender for patronage via booking 


type of aud attracted. 

Current duo is an example. In 
Dolly Dawn they’ve got a song 
stylist who. has added several bits 
of ingratiating comedy angles to 
her stint; with e she’s ed Come 
in these parts, havi e pa 

"Clover Cah She makes 
for an appea act eeps 
them interested all the way. Hand- 
ling of straight numbers “Some- 
body Loves Me,” “Too Young” (a 
palm rouser) and oldie “Sunny 
Side Up” are highly effective. 

Miss Dawn rounds out the ballad 
phase- with artful arrangement of 
“Sorrento,” then switches to im- 
preshes of Sara Vaughan and Ethel 
Merman for added mitt infiuenc- 
ing. Works on male ringsiders with 
“Ail Of Me” as well as patter with 
a youthful patron prior to “Too 
Young” for chuckles. Winds with 
a Latinair to earn resounding bow- 
off. An obvious bet for video, via 
her charm, easy: approach and 
handling of patter between songs. 


Al Stevens. has been und this 
area before. An amiable guy, he 
works in his gags, some familiar, 
but most with enough fresh twists 
to take the “heard it before” tinge 
off, to win a healthy portion of 
giggles and yocks. On the comedy 
song side, he essays an amusing 
twist on an Irish tune with a Yid- 
dish angle; a Calypso idea that is 
blue-tinged but effective, and tops 
with version of “Mazul”-to keep 
them laughing. Winds with a Jew- 
ish cowboy square-dance caller 
which earns him okay bowoff. 

Jose & Stella Reyes project two 
Latin terp ideas, a tango. and ‘a 
samba, that are imaginatively 
handled. Though both are done in | 
same slow tempo, aud went for | 
their stint. Freddie Calo and his | 
crew play show in masterful man- | 
ner and keep the floor filled for 
dance segments. Lary. 





Bellevue Casino. Ment’! 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Montreal, June 14. 
Veteran top performer Will 
Mahoney still headlines the very 
strong “Folies de Paris” revue of 
this big and popular boite. Rest of 
production includes acts which are 
sock fare, but Mahoney truly puts 
it over as one of the best offered 
this year at the Harry Holmok 
: ae eoaiie “There’s A 
er ope song, s A 
Wee Bit of Scotch (with Soda) in 
Me,” Mahoney does his tap 
ing imitation of a boxer 
the bag, which gathers 
Follows with his boxing match 
with gal partner, to the tune of 
“Skaters’ Waltz.” Boxing gloves, 
cap are 
here covered with bells and the 
two contestants play the melody. 
perfectly while boxing. They have 
to do a repeat to “Cosi, Cosa.” 
Mahoney keeps going with sock 
stuff such as cutting a singer’s 
dress as she does an operatic air, 
and his familiar dance on a huge 
xylophone, the sticks being fixed 
to his shoes. He really has to beg 
off under thunderous applause be- 
fore coming back with the girls in 
the finale as a ballerina wearing 
immense shoes. - 
Best of the rest 
Bob 


udits. 


ho puts 


singer w over 
“It’s .the Loveliest Night of the 
Year” and couple of other songs, 


and Elaine & Diane Jarrow, 
do neat acrobatic tango in black 


seauin ; 
t's one of the best of the Casi- 


4 


Empress Club, Londen 
London, June 14, 
Honey Johnson, Hutch, Harry 
Roy’s Orch; minimum $6. 


ne 


Honey Jehnson, a newcomer to 
London cabaret, and Hutch, a rec. 
ognized fave, make up the bill for 
the Empress Club’s second birth. 
day show. Room was packed to 
capacity on opening night without 
advance ballyhoo and special anni 
festivities. 


Miss Johnson, an American 
colored songstress, who for the 
past few years has been running 
her own clubs in Montparnasse and 
Champs Elysees, —= the show 
with half a dozen ballads, mostly 
in slow blues tempo. One or two 
are in more vivacious vein, but 
generally she emphasizes her 
sultry sentimental style. Allow- 
ances must be made for first-night 
nerves, but nonetheless act is hard- 
ly strong enough to top the bill 
= ge smart Berkeley Square 
club. 


Chantoosie opens nicely with a 
blues number, “Since I Fell For 
You,” but too much of her follow 
material is in the same strain. She 
fails to project adequately. in sus- 
taining a performance of this kind. 


Hutch, on the other hhahd, who 
recently played this cafe, has a 
dynamic personality and _ scores 
heavily in his short stint. Accom- 
panying himself on the piano, he 
started off warmly with “I'll Get 
By” and then gave a_ forceful 
rendition of “Some Enchanted 
Evening.” Introduces a novelty, 
“Katie from Haiti,” and then 
punches home with a powerful in- 
terpretation of “Let’s Fall in 
Love.” A neat parody on current 
hits and snippets from “These 
Foolish Things” and the “Best 
Things in. Life Are Free” are 
climaxed by “So In Love,” sung 
with style and character. 


The Harry Roy orch provides 
subtle background music as well 
as varied dance tunes in dis 
tinguished style. Myro-: 


‘ 
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Mont Cops Hail 
St. Cyr to Court 


Montreal, June 19. 
While she goes on twice a day 
to packed houses under the scru- 
tinv of no less than three police 


inspectors and an even dozen con- 
stables in civilian clothes scattered 


Coast AGVA Calls Horner 
On Lack of Office Claim 

Hollywood, June . 
4 American Guild of Variety 
Artists has ordered Lottie Horner, 
who has been booking smalltime 
nitery, vaude, and clu dates here- 
abouts for around 20 years, to ap- 
pear before a trial board tomorrow 





(Wed.) to answer charges which 





throughout the Gayety Theatre, 
stripper Lilli St. Cyr now has to 
worry about an extra performance | 
to be given Friday (22) in Police 
Court. 

Along with Thomas Conway, 
manager of the Gayety, the dancer | 


e | 
received a summons (15) ordering | 


her to appear to answer charges | western director, a union by-law 


under a’ sectién of the Criminal | precludes @ franchised agent 
Code dealing with “offensive, im- | Operating without a business office. 
moral or indecent exhibitions.” | Miss Horner had such an office in 


/could lead to revocation of her 


'of her home, or in AGVA parlance 


license. Charge is that she lately | 
has not been maintaining an office, | 


but has been booking talent out | 


“booking out of her hat.” 
According to Eddie Rio, AGVA 





Decision to serve the dancer and | Past years, but the union says she | 
Conway was taken following “ob-| has given it up, although remain- | 
servation” of her performance by | ing in business. 


the 15 policemen last Tuesday 
night (12), 


Meanwhile, the union’s national 


The latter are still | appeals board upheld the local 


watching every one of her shows. | office’s refusal to reinstate another 


On her opening night a few priests booker, Ginger Price, whose fran- | 


were seen in the audience. 


According to Police Director ‘J. 
Albert Langlois, the summonses do 
not prevent Miss St. Cyr from per- 
forming until she comes up in 
court, nor does it oblige the man- 
ager to close. “Her performances 
were dully observed and we are 
taking out a summons against her 
because we feel they are offensive 
to public morals,” he said. 


Meantime, Miss St. Cyr has been 
held for a second week at the Gay- 
ety. About performing daily in 
front of so many policemen, the 
dancer said, “I’m afraid to move my 
fingers and take off my gloves.” 

Consensus here is that the Sa-. 
cred Heart. League of Montreal is 
using the dancer as a “guinea pig” 
for. the launching of a morality 
campaign. Because of her local 
appeal, the city newspapers have 
been publishing a lot of copy on 
her and the morality campaign— 
except. the big French-Canadian 
daily La Presse, which goes on pub- 
lishing the Gayety ads, but with 
her name out, and reported the 
police inspections of her perform- 
ances in a very small story hidden 
in the back pages. 


Wolfie Dow Into Army 


Wolfie Dow, of the Al & Belle 
Dow Agency, N. Y., reports for ac- 
tive duty in the Army July 5. He’ll 
be a lieutenant in the military 
police, 

No replacement is being set for 
him at the agency. 
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| chise was revoked by Rio’s office 
for failure to file work contract 
| duplicates with the union. 


} 
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‘Old Howard's Hiatus 
Leaves Casino as Sole 
Burlesque in Boston 


Boston, June 19. 


Shuttering last week of old How- 
ard for the summer months leaves 
the Hub with only one burley 
| house, the Casino, operating dur- 
ing the hot season. Since. the 
Howard customarily closes for 
about six wéeks during the sum- 
mer, from end of June to mid- 
August, the earlier bowout may 
indicate that the stripper is losing 
some of her. lure. While biz has 
been off somewhat this season, it’s 
not as bad as the slump that’s hit 
the downtown film houses. 


Theatres, located in the Scollay 
Square area, operate similarly, 
with both featuring traveling strip- 
pers and comics, although the 
Howard had a resident line of 
chorines, a male vocalist and a 
couple of straight vaude acts, while 
the Casino’ operates with a com- 
plete traveling unit. Name strip- 
pers and comics usually play both 
houses during the season, an ar- 
rangement okayed by both manage- 
ments. 


25 GRANADA HOUSES 
TO USE VAUDE BILLS 


London, June 12. 

Granada cinemas, of which Sid- 
ney and Cecil Bernstein are the 
bosses, will shortly adopt a more 
lavish vaudeville policy. At pres- 
ent, around nine of the super 
Granadas play vaude and musical 
shows occasionally, and also stage 
annual pantomimes. But the future 
policy will be for about 25 Bern- 
stein houses to concentrate more 
on vaude -bills, 


With the capacity of these houses 
mostly around 3,000, Granadas will 
_be in a position to put on big pro- 
grams with a good many big Ameri- 
can and English name acts, Present 
policy is to play twice nightly, 
with two matinees, Thursday and 
Senne, making 14 shows per 
week, 


Old Peelers Fade Away 
In St. Louis Crackdown 


St. Louis, June 19. 


. A steady exodus from the city of 
strippers in the small bistros in 
downtown St. Louis has been re- 
sac by Lieut, Jake Jacobs of the 
lice Morals Squad. It results 
from a crackdown of the law, with 
the peelers being replaced by jug- 
glers, singers and hula dancers, the 
latter fully clothed. 
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158 W. 44 St. New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST *| 
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Duplicate Prizes Awarded ia the Case of Ties 
















Several weeks ago director of 
public‘safety Myles Dyer, after an 
incognito tour of the downtown 
sector, declared that the conditions 
found there probably were the 
worst in the U. S., that no attempt 
was made to keep within the “ex- 
otic” realm of;such 0 
ete... Exci 


summoned the ¢ 
a dozen spots and told them 





“°° ©oee = ~ OS ee , ome 
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Sagar Chile’ to Glasgow 


'” London, June 19. 
“Sugar Chile” Robinson is due 


to plane from Havana to London | 
on July 27 and is booked for a' 


British Broadcasting broad- 


Corp. 
cast on July 29. The following day 
he opens a vaudeville tour in Glas- 


gow. 

Lew & Leslie Grade Agency, 
which is handling the youngster, 
hopes to negotiate a Palladium 
date during the current vaude sea- 


| $0n. 





Jail Joplin, Mo., Nitery Op 
On Income Dodge; Philly 
Officers in Wage Tax Rap 


Kansas City, June 19. 

John R. Garrison, Joplin, Mo.., 
night club operator, was sentenced 
to a year and a day in a federal 
penitentiary and a fine of $2,500 
in federal district court here last 
week by Judge Albert A. Ridge. 
The defendant had pleaded guilty 
to an income tax evasion indict- 
ment for 1945 which arose over 
$21,359 in taxes due for that year. 

The case here arose out of a 


|grand jury indictnrent on March 


| 29. Garrison earlier had stood trial 


tise. Arthur 
Bader then, took up the bey oe i. 
of 4 


to clean up the acts or face for- 
feiture of their diquor ‘licenses. 
J) Then the fadeout began, >. 


in the Joplin division of the district 
court, where the jury had failed 
to reach a verdict. 

Attorney for Garrison pleaded 
that his client-was not an educated 
man, and that the case was one, 
of negligence rather than of willful | 
evasion, Judge Ridge said he could ; 
not accept the plea of carelessness | 
in view of the defendant’s exten- 
sive operations. 

Garrison operates Holiday Inn, | 
Chatterbox Inn, Triangle Inn, Log 
Cabin Tavern and Old Sarge Liq- 
uor Store in Joplin, where he be- | 
gan in business about 1942. 





Mocambeo Heads Guilty 
Philadelphia, June 19. 

Two former officers of the de- 
funct Mocambo Cafe were convict- 
ed of embezzlement for failing to 
turnover to the city $1,402.95 in 
wage taxes collected from em- 
ployees. 

Thy are Frank Peskin, president 
of the Mocambo Corp., and Her- 
man Martinez, secretary. The un- 
paid taxes were collected between 
Oct. 26, 46, and June 15, °47, when 
the Mocambo went into bankruptcy. 

It was the first time in the his- 
tory of city wage tax cases that | 
officers of a corporation were ac- | 
cused of embezzlement. Judge | 
Louis E. Levinthal, who heard the | 
case without a jury, fined each dc- 
fendant $100 and placed them on | 
probation from 10 to 23 months to | 
make restitution. 


BIG WHEELS TO PLAY 
STATE FAIR CIRCUITS 


. Chicago, June 19. 

State fairs are going in for larger 
budgeted shows this summer, using 
some of the top TV-radio-vaude 
names in the biz. Although Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Missouri 
will use standard revues and acts, 
some other midwest states are 
splurging for headliners. 

Jack Benny is set for Illinois 
State Fair, Aug. 18-19; Dennis Day | 
heads Indiana State Fair, Aug. 30- | 
Sept. 1, and the biggest combina- | 
tion is Eddie Cantor, backed by | 
Ben Blué troupe, at DuQuoin, Ill... 
State Fair, Aug. 24. 

North of the border, Jimmy Du- 
rante stars at. Toronto’s Canadian 
National Exhibition for two weeks 
starting Aug. 24. Michigan State 
Fair, Detroit, which normally uses 
names, hasn’t set’’em as yet. Ac- 
cording to press dispatches, it has 
cabled Margaret Truman an offer, 
but no word as yet from the Presi- 
dent’s 
European junket. 


Margaret Phelan Signs 
For London 1952 Date 


London, June 19. 

Margaret Phelan, who concludes | 
her four-week stint at the Baga- 
telle- next Saturday (23), has been 

















ing daughter, now ao a } 





-THEREAL McKAY 
CBS NETWORK TV. 
5 Times Weekly, 6-6:30 P.M. 
ee | | 

THE BORDEN SHOW 

WNEW-AM 

5 Times Weekly, 12-12:30 P.M. 
e 


RAYBURN-FINCH SHOW 


CBS NETWORK AM | 
Friday, 9-10:00 A.M. 


> 
Guesting: . 


STEVE ALLEN SHOW, CBS-TV 
B‘WAY TO HOLLYWOOD 


DUMONT (4 Times) 








signed for a return date in 1952. 
Cafe operator Harry Levene! 
wanted the chanteuse to stay in| 


during the current season, but com- | 
mitments made c 

Miss Phelen has been offered a 
series of TV dates by. 
Richard Afton. If po she 
will, do 








formance July 7, 

















her first British video per- 


Personal Management: 
’ KENNETH LATER AGENCY 
Warwick Hotel, New York City 
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Status of Borscht Belt Hotel Strike 
To Be Aired at AGVA Meet June 25| 


Negotiations in the dispute’ be- }: 
tween the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists and operators of 
mountain resort hotels in the Cat- 
skill area have hit a few snags that 
indicate AGVA may be forced to 
strike unless a settlement is reach- 
ed by the June 24 deadline. On 
that day AGVA is calling a meet- 
ing of performers at the Capitol 
Hotel, N. Y., to ratify renewed 
strike action or okay a settlement. 

It’s reported that a split has de- 
véloped in the mountain inn ranks, 
with the bonifaces of large hotels 
willing to go along with current 
AGVA demands which call for an 





increased scale. The lesser resort | 
ops are holding out for same mini- | 
mums as last year and the estab- | 
lishment of a central booking of- 
fice, which AGVA now opposes be- 
cause it would create a monopoly 
of talent buying in that area. 
It’s also reported that some ho- | 
telmen threaten to use legit troupes | 
(such as the Stanley Woolf players, 
which show regularly in that area) 
if no agreement is obtained from | 
the union. AGVA organizer Vic | 
Connors is currently conferring | 
with the operators in Liberty, N. Y. 
Another development during the 


— 


Freak Triple Wire Fall 


Injures Dallas Artist | 
Dallas, June 19. 
A tightwire walker of the Gaines- 
ville Community Circus, Evelyn 
Kaps, is in a local hospital with a 
possible ankle fracture after a fall 
from the thread. She and five 
others were operating on three 
wires. One girl fell, hitting the wire 
on which Miss Kaps was standing 
and causing her to lose her balance. 
The circus was given for em- 
Ployees of Chance Vought aircraft 
plant. 
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clubs here, the Warwick, 



































restricted to tenants. 


“Professor of Music-Comedy’ 


Currently Appearing in Val Parnell's 
Production of 


“FANCY FREE” 


Prince of Wales Theatre 
Lendon, England 


past week -was the greater activity 
aa" N. Y: berscht belt agents in be- 
half of a truce. 

It was originally planned to call 
a meeting of performers, outline 
the situation to them, and suggest 
that if the strike technique of the 
N. Y. branch board was not in 
keeping with the welfare of acts 
playing the mountain resorts, the 
board should be removed and an- 
other elected. 

Meeting by the agents is report- 
ed to have been called off, but it is 
known that some of them hold that 
the whole affair isn’t working out 
to the betterment of the talent, 
hence substitution of a board fa- 
miliar with mountain problems 
would be beneficial all around. 
Some percenters have been at- 
tempting to get talent to pursue 
that course of action. 


$1,000,060 Bingo-Like 
Atlantic City Games 
Await Court Decision 


Atlantic City, June 19. 

Whether the resort's bingo-like 
games, which are said to gross 
more than $1,000,000 a year on the 
boardwalk here, are legal or games 
of chance, may be decided tomor- 
row (20) as counsel for owners and 
Prosecutor Lewis P. Scott argue 
before County Judge George T. 
Naame. 

The legal maneuver follows a 
move by Scott Saturday (16) in or- 
dering several games closed. Own- 
ers through counsel immediately 
went into the courts and were 
granted a temporary injunction 
pending argument of the case -to- 
morrow. The games thus operated 
over the weekend. 

Scott acted: after New Jersey 
Att. Gen. Thomas D. Parsons met 
with the prosecutors of various 
New Jersey counties and discussed 
the niatter of illegal games with 
them. As a result of the meeting, 
Scott returned here and issued po- 
lice orders to close down a num- 
ber of games he reported as il- 
legal. 

Owners of the wheel type games 
ditched them and brought out one 
where the player shoots at a mark 
to determine the result. This 
makes the game one of skill and 
legal. 

Should Naame rule that the 
bingo-type games violate the law, 
it will mean the end of an amuse- 
ment which for years has enter- 
tained thousands. Even Mayor 
Joseph Altman sees no harm in 
games of this type. 

Owners face a big loss, having 
stocked liberally in anticipation of 
a good summer season. 


A.C. Luxury ‘Apt. House 
First With Club Annex 


Atlantic City, June 19. 
Marking a new trend in night- 
resort’s 
new $3,500,000 luxury igloo, will- 
open a bistro and restaurant June 








First of their kind in an apart-. 
ment house on the A. C. boardwalk,, 
the dining room and Bamboo. 
Lounge supper club, built at a cost’ 
of $500,000, front a block-long pool 
and double-tiered cabana club. Both 
rooms will be open to the public 
throughout the year, with cabana | 





SEE HOT TIFF FOR AGVA 


~ TOP SPOT NIXED BY VAN 


a 


Refusal of. Gu Van to run for a 
fourth term as. president of. the 


‘American Guild of Variety Artists|©2°¢S- Thus, movies are one 


has thrown that post 
comers. AGVA convention in De- 
troit last week nominated one of 
the largest slates for that office. 
Named for the post were Georgie 
Price, Jackie Bright, Danny Thom- 
as, Sophie Tucker, Jimmy Durante, 


} Will Aubrey, Myron Cohen and Joe 


Smith. Only Bright has officially 
accepted the nomination so far. 
Other candidates will be queried 
before names are placed. on the 
ballot. 

Gypsy Rose Lee declined-the top 
nomination but accepted candidacy 
fér the first vice presidency, with 
Larry Rio also yessing a bid to run 
for that post. Harry Mendoza and 
Don Francisco will be queried be- 
fore ballots are printed. 

Placed inte nomination for the 


second vice presidency were Billy [ 


Lee, Bill Layne, Hubert Castle, Sid 
Marion, Jack Gwynne. Third vee- 
pee nominees are Don George, 
Vince Silk, Dick Gale, Bob Evans, 
Dick Ware. 

Nominees for treasurer are Sid 
DeMay, Harry Mendoza, Phil Fos- 
ter, Georgie Price, Rex Weber. 


‘Skating Vanities’ Chick 
At London’s Wembley; 
3d Trek, 6-Wk. Stand 


London, June 19. 

“Skating Vanities” at the Empire 
Pool & Sports Arena, Wembley, 
which opened Monday (18), im- 
presses as a colorful, fast-moving 
and , lavishly dressed spectacle 
which looks like potent b.o. in this 
8,000 seater. ‘‘Vanities” is booked 
for a six-week run. It’s the show’s 
third season here. 

Gloria Nord, Peggy Wallace, 
Eileen McDonnell combine speed 
and grace. Boy Foy and Tom & 
Jerry show up best among the 
non-skate specialty acts. Harold 
Steinman produced and Gae Fos- 
ter staged the routines. 

Others in the company of 140, 
which includes a full symphony 
orch, are Tony Mirrelli, Johnny 
Williams, Karen Larsen, Tommy 
Lane, Lon Hall, Ernie Wettler and 
Frank Foster. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., June 19. 
Harry Nason, former executive 

editor of N. Y. Post and Philadel- 
phia Ledger, took over as execu- 
tive editor of our local paper, Adi- 
rondack Daily Enterprise. He beat 
the rap here at the Meg: Clubs 
hospital, where surgery 
trick for him, and wili itl aide tn in 
our downtown colony with his frau. 








Jerry our gree ee Loew 
a _— to N. Y. and New- 
ark, N where he will apend. a 


10-day PPro rated by an O.K. 
Clinic; his first trip out of the hos- 


tal in ar. 
ai wren progress that rates 


alin mention goes to Jeff Clark, 

radio singer of “Hit Parade,” and 

his frau, Jeanne Romer (Romer 

Sisters), formerly with Ken Mur- 

ray’s Blackouts; an all-clear is a 
y in the near future. 

Sou Tua Phillips drew a top 


clinic that gave him a 10-day fur-| tion, 


lough he will spend in N. Y. C. 
and Mount Vernon, N. Y. Ditto 
for Eddie Vogt, who planed in and 


choice; sports, another; and an im- 


open to all portant one is the live unit of pro- 


fessional entertainers.” 

“Camp Shows, Inc., Col. Chris- 
tenberry said, “is providing an es- 
sential contribution. Manifestly, 
the budget of this agency needs t® 
be adequate to cover the minimum 
requirements of the field, in both 
the zone of the interior and over- 
seas. As you know, the live show 


Pitt Burlecuer Jaffe 
- Retires, Leases Casino 
To Hornick & Hirst 


Pittsburgh, June 19. 

George Jaffe, a burlesque impre- 
sario here since not too long after 
the turn of the century, is retiring 
from the field. He has leased his 
local theatre, the Casino, to Jay 
J. Hornick and Joseph Hirst. 
They'll take over-with the new sea- 
son in September. 

Deal. is for five years, although 
it’s unlikely that Jaffe will return 
to the biz at the end of that pe- 
riod since he’s in his 70’s and has 
been anxious to retire for some 
time. 

Before leasing the Casino, which 
he later bought, Jaffe operated the 
old Academy and then the Variety. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 
New York 


Margaret Phelan pacted for the 
Maisonette of the St. Regis. Hotel, 
Ny Y., Oct. 26 . . . Juanita Hall, 
opening today (Wed.) at the Para- 
mount Theatre, N. Y., into the 
Vogue Terrace, McKeesport, Pa., 
July 9. 


























Hollywood 


The Four Freshmen open tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at Jim Dolan’s Cafe 
Gala Phil Moody, British 
pianist, opened an indefinite stand 
yesterday (Tues.) at the Tallyho 
. . . Dick Haymes set for 32 one- 
night concerts, starting Aug. 20 
after he finishes his legit stint in 
“Miss Liberty” at Dallas Civic 
Light Opera . . . Morty Jacobs set 
for indef keyboard stint at-Beverly 
Hills Gourmet Peter Lind 
Hayes and Mary 
day (22) for a fortnight at Cal-Neva 

e, Lake Tahoe .. . Anne Triola 
set for a two-weeker “at Thunder- 
bird, Las Vegas, starting Aug 2. 
Carmen Miranda will open Aug. q 
at Mark Hopkins, San Francisco, 
for two weeks. 

Spider rejoined the — & 


t Capitol ‘Washington, starting ret 
a A 0. ° 

today (Wed.) frene Ryan held 
over > on Baker, Dallas . Billy 
Gray returns to show at his Band 
Box next Monday (25).. 

Patti Page announced she’d | 
accept no bookings from June 25. 
to ge 1 in order to take a vaca- 

ut she'll sing June 29 at 
wedding of sister Peggy Fowler in 
Tulsa ... Rhonda Fleming work- 
ing up a  nitery act which she’ll 


back from N. Y. C. on business and | teeoff late in August . 


pleasure. 
colony’s 


“Our Town” in the local 











Eddie now rates as the| Ryan and Ray McDonald inked for |} 
leading columnist, his|a fortnight at State-Line Club | 
Lake Tahoe beginning July 20... .| 

Haven , to ¥ 


Gloria De 
Versailles, N. Y., Oct. 








lunatic.” 


Healy open Fri- |! 











eeegrams ter is pot. Dasestaaeed Sdequaia 
“Ne Substitute for Live Shows” 


“The representatives of t 
Armed Services were unanimous he 
in the conviction that live swede 
sional entertainment brought some. 
thing to the men that even the 
best movies could not equal Psy: 
chologically it seems that they get 
the holiday spirit when a good 
USO-Camp Show is staged in their 
area, It gives them the feeling 
that these entertainers have taken 
the trouble to come all the way 
to their camp or station to enter 
tain them. It is a more personal 
contribution than they can get 
from the screen. Both have-their 
place, but statistics are clear on 
the point that there is no substi. 
tute for live shows if’ profession. 
ally produced. 


“We shall, therefore, take all 
necessary steps to insure that our 
Armed Forces Professional Enter. 
tainment Branch procures the nec. 
essary national defense policies 
and formulates the necessary pro. 
cedures that will ease the burdens 
of Camp Shows, Inc. and at the 
same time place the use of Camp 
Shows on a businesslike basis.” 

Col. Christenberry said that he 
hopes to accomplish an equitable 
coverage of all services, based on 
needs, eliminate delay and confu- 
sion in passports, entry permits, 
immunization shots, and coordina- 
tion of transportation. He also 
expects to formulate policies cov. 
ering minimum period of avail. 
ability of units to various services, 
and an accepted policy on billeting, 
transportation and messing. Office 
will also establish policy on non- 
entertainers accompatying units, 


unified security procedures, and 
agree on policies governing accep- 
tability of program content. 








6-WEEK TOUR 
with the MORTON DOWNEY 
COCA-COLA SHOW - 
Dir.: M.C.A, 
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Beverly Hills Cou Club 
Newport, 














“THE PERFORMER” 

Ken Whitmer, who we recollect as doing 
so well in a Manchester 
of years back, is no less a hit here, not only 
with a number of weird instruments and 
trick props. but also when he proves 
to be no less skilled in the straight sey 
of almost any instrument, whether it be . 
stringed, brass_or reed. 


“EVENING NEWS," LONDON |. 
“Newcomer Ken Whitmer, from America, 
has a very funny musical act for this show.’ 


“Ken Whitmer is an amusing musical 


Mgt.: MAX ROTH—BERNARD BURKE - 
48 West 48th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
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(DESERT INN, LAS VEGAS) 
Las Vegas, June 13. 


“Merry Widow Revue,” with 





Mimi Warr 
in a) ol Galeena va Netchi, Jack Russell, Luba 
‘Hotel ‘Ambesseae! Rudenko, Wallace Seibert, Jack De 
Jules Lande Ore | Leon, Toby Deane, Revay Ander- 
M son, Adriane Wager, he Twi- 
Hotel Biltmore lighters (6), Calgary Bros. (2), 
© | Singing Ensemble (8), Dancing En- 
Joel Shaw semble (13), Carlton Hayes Orch 
Hotel New Yorke: | (17); music, Franz Lehar; lyrics, 
| aot Ie me Toni Brown; produced & directed 
Romayne & Brent | by Jess Kimmel; choreography & 
Blade Bea dance staging by James Starbuck; 
uheell mace no cover, no minimum. 
Jo Sullivan 
Mater. ibe ore | Preem of “Merry Widow Revue” 
eer ey in Painted Desert Room sets up 
ey phere = different. kind of Vegas nitery 
: ~ Bersere casement, entire production veer- 
ena p ing away from vaude format into 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel . &. Resis genteel melange of Franz Lehar 
Milt Shaw “Ore melodies. Headed by Galeena 
Jan ep eree —-| Netchi arid Jack Russell—both vets 
Neg aL o: musicomedy.or operetta and TV 
Hotel Warwick | fr.mes—lavishly .costumed revue 
Gloria Elwood | |has cast of 35, including acts 
“Now You're slotted within easy flowing and 
Latin Quarter highly melodic show. Mixed line 
ony K dresses action, is obliged to sing 
Tessie O'Shea | in order to aid choralers. This one 


is off the beaten path and may 
gather attendance momentum via 
word of mouth, 

No attempt is made to follow 
book of original “Merry Widow,” 
entire layout being wellintegrated 


succession of elassic Lehar 
scores with Toni Brown’s English 
translation and s&s lyrics 


Parisienne flair adds wit, specialty 
inserts a change of pace, but main 
drawback, to production is absence 
of sock comedy bits. However, vein 
of light-hearted bantering lends 
good touch. 


Miss Netchi and Jack Russell! an 
each have heavy vocalizing chores, 
carry solos or . Miss 
Netchi’s “Vilia” ws warmly, ag 
pwned 4 fghep wi 
¢ on “Women, 

Women” eme = as one cas 
show “ng enough, he 
apt red by hefties 


o fronting the ‘“Can- 
 Witiame > | & Gai” whith id cutlined ia the 


more familiar nitery g. Jack 
+De Leon’s “French, Wi Tears” 
utilizes the Broadwayese transla- 
tions of Gallic terms, while comed- 
ienne Toby Deane and Jack 
Russell enact a bit of amour. Miss 
Deane captivate with sauci- 
ness in hoked M dh ion. 
ing which uses au Hoag 
tion. Wallace Seibert, tes teaming with 
Miss men peor gag — a 
pearances pas ux in 
“Butler and the Upstairs Maid,” 
and “Vilia.” 





ieee line concentrates on foot- 






SCaccstarsmmy'ime done | 
: ance 
staging by James Starbuck gives 

rs plenty to do and _ trims 
pe on down to small nium 
néatly. Toni jp Bons yrics' okay 
for nitery assimilation, taking away 
some archaic overtones. Mme. 
Berthe and Eaves should be 


kudosed .for effective period cos- 
tumary. Biz goed when wens 
ill. 





Color Gridcasts 


Continued from page ! 


will press its argument that so 
small an audience will not affect 
the college’s receipts one way or 


the other. ‘ Web also would sell the 
games to a sponsor which means 
the three schools would have the 
opportunity of playing ball with 
the NCAA while still picking up| 
some extra coin for rights to its 
contests. Because of the small 
audience, of course, they could ex- 
pect no more than a token fee for 
the rights. 


Also in the CBS argument is the 
publicity factor which the schools 
will benefit from if their games are 
televised .in color. Reams of 
publicity that colleges have derived 
from TV has meant almost as much 
to some of them as the money they 
collected from sponsors in recent 
years. Since almost every CBS 
color show is expected to pay off 
publicity-wise for at least a year, 
the fact that the three schools will 
have an exclusive on tint TV. 
should benefit them that much 
more. 


CBS is interested in Army, Navy 
and Columbia particularly because 
it signed a long-term deal with all 
three schools last fall. Contract 
will be virtually worthless if the 
colleges go along with the NCAA 
plan, unless they okay the color 
suggestion. CBS, of course, will 
also benefit from the added public- 
ity and, in addition, will Rave the 
opportunity for gaining experience 
and know-how in picking up sports 
events from remote localities. 






TV Freeze 


Continued from page 1 =e 


blue chips era and the “new order,” 

is laid at the doorsteps of the FCC 
and its existing freeze on new TV 
station construction. For it’s rec- 
ognized that not until TV becomes 


a cross-country reality, with the 
projection of several hundred 
video stations making its enormous 
impact on the national advertisers 
a fait accompli, will it be possible 
to resolve radio’s permanent status 
in catering to the client unable to 
7 with TV’s top coin rap. 
ith TV station construction still 
a good year off, the radio execu- 
tive, agency man and client - are 
“ad libbing” their advertising pat- 
terns. 









Top Sponsor Retreat 

The top sponsors, already recog- 
nizing TV's amazing impact, are 
staking their claim in the medium 
and are retreating from radio at 


lie in the rate cuts initiated by the 
four major networks, which be- 
¢ome effective July 1, for they've 
failed to check the steady order of 
program cancellations. 

Result is that radio has been in- 
undated by “under the table” deals 
and bargain-basement _maneuver- 
ing, over and above the established 
rate cuts, designed to romance the 
advertiser at any cost. Unfortunate- 
ly, it’s recognized that “cost” tran- 
seends dollars and cents, for it’s 
had the effect of cheapening the 
AM medium, and thereby danger- 











With a le of disk hits under 
tyro Champ Butler . 
‘into the nitery field with 
sudden stand and impresses 

a strong contender for top book- 
ines within the next year: Buickie 
date was ed when Fran War- 
ren was fo to bow out due to 
illness, but. despite the expetced 
nervousness, Butler came over 
strongly. 

Personable, blond singer has a 
good set of pipes and an engaging 
manner, He’s equally at home on 
rhythm tunes and ballads and he 
knows how to use those baritone 
pipes to good advantage. Difficulty 
at the moment, however, is a some- 
times distressing tendency to car- 
bon too closely the mannerisms .of 
Billy Daniels and Frankie ‘Lane. 
Once this is forgotten, and bul- 
warked with arrangements that 
dispense with tricks and let him 
sing, he should prove a winner. 

Butler’s voice is a cut above 
those of some of the recent new 
singers spotted on the Coast and 
he makes a solid impression. Def- 
initely a comer, he needs only 
some well-spotted dates as a sup- 
porting act to give him the author- 
ity he needs to move up br en 


JOEY KARTER 
Comedy ~* 

12 Mins 
Palace, N.Y. 

Although Joey Karter is making 
his New York preem ‘here, delivery 
and poise indicate that he’s a 
seasoned performer. Karter avoids 
the pitfalls that hinder most of 
the new comics today by keeping 
his material fresh and clean. He 
works fast in the brash Brooklyn 
type styling in opening monolog 
but segues into seme clever story 
telling and parody that mark him 
as a sock entry in the comedic 
field. His takeoff on Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet” is zanyism at its best. 

Clean cut with an easy stage 

resence, Karter should do well 
“ n wider’ vaude and fitery spot- 

ngs. 


THE SATISFIERS 
Songs 


12 Mins 
Palace, N. Y. 

This vocal foursome, comprised 
of femme Dottie Evans and three 
boys, Art Lambet, Ted Hansen and 
Bob Lange, knows how to. sock 
across a tune with top melodic and 
showmanship values. Already es- 
tablished as platter fayorites,. the 
Satisfiers ject youthful exhub- 
erafice and zest for solid results. 
Delivering such tunes as “Finiculi, 
Finicula,” “Hawaiian War Chant 
and “Lydia the Tatooed Lady,” 
their bouncy mood catches on im- 
mediately. 

The Satisfers have a collegiate 
appearance and handle themselves 
on stage with plenty of savvy. 


PHIL BENNETT & “JACKIE THE 
CROW” 





Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

This is a top novelty turn that 
scores the way. With Phil 
Bennett prompting “Jackie, 1 


crow, to whistle various bird ‘calls 
and pop tunes, act draws solid 
yocks 9 Re iative ae 
when comes peg 
Crow dattvers a flock of top b 
calls and whistles to the accom- 
paniment of the orch for a sock 
windup. 

Bennett coaches “Jackie” in a 
styling reminiscent of a ventro 
turn but minimizes his chatter to 


 plthogyosey pace. The Colgates, _— bird top showcasing. 
Lever Gamble, | TENNER & BETTY 
General Fo. Fouds, , have already | Rope twirling 
posted their st orders,” with 9 Mins. 
| sriving Sesperiany eke os | no of ome kay lari 
enner are o at- 
line. Apparently the answer doesn’t | spinners who should do Yell in 


ope: vaude spottings. Although 
Ppt, ap 
that ths me stun 


Kyl a 
cow s 
by lively terping. 

Turn could also do well in mod- 


erate nitery spotting but needs 
plenty of room for the stunts since 
ropes are oversize and biggest mitt 
—— from gal’s spinning a 50-foot 
aria 


Dale Belmont Mending 
Dallas, June 19.. 
Dale Belmont, singing femcee at 
the Sky Club, is recovering from 
am appendectomy at the Baylor 
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ANTA Curtailment Stil in Doubt; 





Dispute Over Breen Resignation 


Basic policy of the 27 pacer Na- + 


tional Theatre & Academy, made 

an issue by the recent resigna- 
tion of Robert Breen as executive- 
secretary, is still unsettled after 
yesterday’s (Tues.) meeting of the 
organization's board of directors 
A decision on policy for next sea- 
son’s ANTA Play Series and 
Breen’s proposed position as series 
director was also not reached ‘by 
the board, although it was the sole 
item on the agenda. Helen Hayes, 
president, returned over the week- 
end from a picture stint on the 
Coast and attended the meeting. 


Prior to the meeting there ap- 
peared to be a wide difference of 
opinion on just what the board's 
policy is, particularly on the sub- 
ject of curtailing ANTA’s scope. 
C. Lawton Campbell, board chair- 
man, asserted emphatically that no 
reduction. of the —organization’s 
services, such as the circula- 
tion of scripts, speakers’ bureau, 
technical advisory board, etc., is 
contemplated, and that he would 
“violently oppose” any such cur- 
tailment. His attitude was endorsed 
by Vinton Freedley, honorary pres- 
ident, and Roger L. Stevens, a 
board member. 


Breen disputes this claim, how- 
ever, arguing that the board mem- 
bers are unfamiliar with the day- 
to-day activities of ANTA in its 
practical phases, and that the 
board's recent decision to cut the 
staff about in half can’t fail to re- 
sult in a curtailment of services. 
Campbell, Freedley and Stevens 
had all contradicted Breen’s state- 
ment that the staff was being cut. 
However, a subsequent check of 
staff members revealed that there 
are now 10 employees, compared to 
18 as of April 30. Wilva Davis 
(Mrs. Breen), who had resigned as 
assistant executive-secretary, ef- 
fective June 30, was informed last 
week that her salary was termin- 
ated as of June 15. 


Campbell's statement that sev- 
eral key staff members, whom he 
named, are still employed by the 
organization was denied by Breen, 
who noted that several of those 
specified were dropped at the 
board’s order and have since been 
rehired by him to work on the 
Play Series for next season. They 
are “2ing paid with funds donated 
by Blevins Davis; a board member, 


(Continued on page 61) 


Ballet Brass in Departure 


To Europe; Hurok, Kidd, 
Big ballet brass contingent was 
off to Europe the past few days 
on various assignments. Jerome 
Robbins, stager of the dances in 
“The King and I,” left Friday (15) 
for a rest, following a recent ap- 
pendectomy. He stayed in N. Y. 
long enough to see world preem 
of his latest ballet, “The Cage,” 
by the N. Y. City Ballet Co. at 

City Center Thursday night (14). 
Impresario Sol Hurok flew to 
Lcendon Monday ‘18) on the first 
leg of a three-month combined biz 
trip and rest. He'll cover the vari- 
ous festivals (London, Edinburgh, 
Stratford) and visit Belgium, Italy, 
Holland and Sweden, looking for 
new concert taleat. He'll alse talk 
to some of his artists now concert- 
izing abroad. But main reason is 
to finalize details for the fall tour 
of the Sadler’s Wells Theatre Bal- 
let, set for its first U. S. visit in a 
25-week cross-country trek. Hurok 
will check troupe’s repertoire and 

casts, attend rehearsals, etc. 

Hurok is also taking in the Glyn- 
debourne Opera season, Pe gree to- 
day (Wed.), with idea of bringing 
S. for the 


the troupe to the U. 
"52-’53 season. 

Choreographer Michael Kidd, 
who staged the dances for both the 
N. Y. and touring companies of 
“Guys and Dolls,” sailed last Friday 
(15) for London to direct the dances 
for the Warner Bros. pic, “Where's 
Charley?” He'll be gone three 
months. Kidd signed for just the 
one film stint, without further op- 
tion on his services. 

Also flying. to Europe Monday 
(18) were Mrs. Winthrop Palnier 
and Ann Barzel. Mrs. Palmer, an 
editor of Dance News, N. Y., will 
cover several festivals. So will Miss 
Barzel, who is dance critie for the 
Chicago American and Chi ven for 
Dance News. 











Al Fresco Operetta Fest 


Is Set for Fort Wayne 
Fort Wayne, Ind., June 19. 

Fort Wayne Light Opera Festi- 
vals, Inc., is planning a summer 
festival of light operas at the News- 
Sentinel Outdoor Theatre in 
Franke Park. Albert K. German- 
son is director of the project. His 
wife, Mildred Germanson, soprano, 
and Robert Cockerille, tenor, are 
among the stars. 

The series will offer “The Vaga- 
bond King,” “Song of Norway,” 
“Music in the Air” and “The New 
Moon.” 


$1,700 to Lormg 
In Chi ‘SP’ Hassle 





30-Night Al Fresco 


Sked Set in Seattle 


Re cornet June 19. 
ur-night run “Rose 
at the tre’ here which 
ended. Sunday (17), opened a sum- 
mer season of shows that will in- 
clude 30 nights of al fresco enter- 
taignment. 
for an 1l-day run g Aug. 3, 
and the Summer Co. will 
resent three operettas, “Student 
Prinee, ” “Blossom Time” and “HMS 
Pinafore.” 
A special Cole Porter concert is 
set for July 7. 


Indpls. Musical Season, 
Budgeted at 1706, to Bow 
At Track With ‘Norway’ 


Indianapolis, June 19. 

Wilton Clary, Peggy Engel, John 
Schickling, Doris Patston and Rob- 
ert Eccles will have leads in “Song 
of Norway,” opening production of 
the 1951 Starlight Musicals series 
at the State Fair grounds June 26- 
30. All are here now for a week 
of final rehearsals under direction 
of Charles Hedley. 

Patston, Harold Patrick, Charles 





-| Julian, and Eccles will be featured 


Chicago, June 19. 


Estelle Loring, who recently 
withdrew as understudy of the sec- 
ond company of “South Pacific” at 
the Shubert here, received a $1,700 
settlement last week from the 
show’s producers, Richard Rodgers, 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Joshua 
Logan and Leland Hayward. 
Amount represented two weeks’ 
salary plus $200 expenses. 

The singer protested tc the man- 
agement and turned in her notice 
when Connie Russell was engaged 
to play Nellie Forbush, the femme 
lead, while Janet Blair takes a 
month’s vacation this summer. She 
claimed she had been promised she 
would have the assignment, but 
had no contract to that effect. 


OHIO VALLEY THEATRE 
DOING SHAW FESTIVAL 


Athens, O., June 19. 

For its initial season, the newly- 
formed Ohio Valley Summer Thea- 
tre are presenting a Shaw Festival, 
June 18 through Aug. 11 in the 
new $1,000,000 Dramatic Art and 
Speech Bldg. on the .Ohio U. 
campus here. 

On the summer program will be 
four Shaw dramas, two Shaw-au- 
thored films and a convocation on 
“The Theatre and Mr. Shaw.” 
Speaker for the latter will be 
Barrett H. Clark, exec director of 
Dramatists Play Service in N. Y. 

The summer theatre is a co-op 
venture involving Ohio -U. and 
residents of this city. Christopher 
Lane and Vincent Jukes of the 
OU faculty will direct the plays. 

Schedule is as _ follows: yx 
drocles and the Lion,” July 
“Candida,” July 12-14; “Captain 
Brassbound’s Conversion,” July 26- 
28; and “The Devil’s Disci| le,” 
Aug. 2-4. Films will be g- 
malion,” June 28, and “Caesar and 
Cleopatra,” 
tion is scheduled for June 21. 


New Seattle Group Bows 
With Sartre’s ‘No Exit’ 
Seattle, June 19. 
First in a series of plays to be 
presented here by newly-formed 
Great Plays Co. will open at the 
Center Theatre Thursday (21). New 
legit group, headed by Dean Good- 
man, who will clso 
in the off 
Paul Sartre’s 
lowed by “The Constant Wife,” in 
July and “Ghosts” in August.” 
Cast for “No Exit,” in addition 
to Goodman, will b: Barbara Rod- 
bell, Eva Martin and Alfred 
Wheeler. 


‘Harlem’ at Woodstock 
Woodstock, N. Y., June 19. 

“Goodbye to Harlem,” by David 
Lifson and Marion Abeson, will be 
tried out at the Woodstock Play- 
house week of Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 
as the closing bill of Lifson’s first 
season as director. The schedule 
opens June 20 with Garson Kan- 
in’s “Live Wire,” with Murvyn Vye, 
Jack Gilford and Heywood Hale 
Broun playing their original parts. 
Performances will be given Tues- 
day ig Sunday nights, with 
matinee Wednesday, 

For the last two summers Lifson 
directed a strawhat at West New- 
berry, Mass. . 











July 19. The convoca- | . 


in “Annie Get Your Gun,” July 3- 
8. Eccles and Patston are herc for 
the season, specializing in comedy 
leads. 

Miss Engel and Julian will top 
the cast in “Firefly” July 10-15; 
Betty Ann Busch and Patrick in 
“Three Musketeers,” July 17-22; 
Gail Manners and Melton Moore 
in the Rodgers & Hammerstein 
Festival, July 24-29; Miss Manners, 
Moore and Ruth Webb in “Show 
Boat,” July 31-Aug 5. 

Setup this year will include a 
new stage built on the racetrack 
at the fair grounds, bringing the 
proscenium within 20 feet of the 
grandstand. Old stage was clear 
across on 80-foot track and part 
of the audience were seated on 
ground level. But the orchestra’s 
chairs still will have to be re- 
moved each day, so horses can get 
by on practice runs. 

Season in budgeted at $170,000. 
Malcolm Beggs will assist Hedley 
as stage director, Renato Pacini as 
musical director. Mel Ross, gen- 
eral manager, reports - advance 
sales ahead of last year. 


PEARL PRIMUS & TROUPE 
SET FOR ISRAELI TOUR 


Pearl Primus, concert and nitery 
dancer, has been signed by the 
Yuval agency of Tel Aviv for a 
three-week tour of Israel next Jan- 
uary with a company of 10. Deal 
was set in N. Y. by Yuval’s rep, 
J. Moezan Amidor. : 

Miss Primus will be touring 
France and Italy next fall and win- 
ter, and will make the Israeli hop 
from Italy, returning thereafter to 
Europe to continue her tour. 


Pelican Players Open 
Florida Arena June 26 


Panama City, Fla., June 19. 


John Newfield’s Pelican Players 
Arena Theatre at Panama City 
Beach, prpbably the only Equity 
company operating this summer 
hereabouts, opens June 26 with 
“John Loves Mary.” 


Theatre will follow a no-star 
‘policy. Other plays scheduled for 
the 10-week are “Hay 
Fever,” rday,” “Male 
Animal,” aalahe. Must Fall” and 
Private Lives.” 

Equity members 
from New York and L. A 








of the —- 





Musicians’ Guild Preps 


5th N.Y. Chamber Season 


The Musicians’ Guild, now in its 
fifth season, has set four chamber 
music concerts for Town Hall, 
N. Y., next season. Group of nine 
musicians, which organized the set- 
up ori lly for the opportunity of 
pla together, has received 
wide, favorable press coverage for 
its concerts, and has increased its 
sked each year. 

Group will pla 
Dec. 11, Jan. 15, 
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Gordon, viola, and Avron Twerdow- 
sky, cello), 





“Aqua Follies” is set 


are Lee (19) f 
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Denhams té Be Busy 


With Two New Shows} 


Reginald Denham and Mary Orr 
(Mrs. Denham), who sailed last 
Thursday (14) on the Caronia for 
England, are due back in mid- 
August to attend rehearsals and 
the tryout of their new comedy, 
“Be Your Age,” at Elitch’s Gar- 
dens, Denver, the week of Aug. 27. 
While in London they will confer 
with Edward Percy on the latter’s 
dramatization of Miss Orr’s short 
story, “Black Cushion.” Percy, who 
co-authored “Ladies in  Retire- 
ment” and other plays. with Den- 
ham, will give the yarn a British 
setting for the stage edition, but 
Denham and Miss Orr figure on 
shifting it back to the U. S. if the 
blackmail-murder meller is subse- 
quently done on Broadway. 

Miss Orr, who authored the mag- 
azine short story from which the 
film “All About Eve” was adapted, 
has written a sequel, “More About 
Eve,” due for publication in the 
July issue of Cosmopolitan. 


N.Y. Barns Face 
Bldg. Hobbles 


Already facing a new threat of 
special tax legislation, strawhat 
managers in New York State have 
an added cause of worry in the re- 
cent action by Albany authorities 
in resurrecting an old building 
regulation relating to summer the- 
atres. Without warning or ex- 
planation, Actors Equity and sey- 
eral barn producers have received 
copies of the old law, with instruc- 
tions to cenform. 


Only spot known to be affected 
thus far is the Sea Cliff (L. IL) 
Summer Theatre, where Thomas 
G. Ratcliffe has had to reduce the 
converted © Methodist tabernacle 
from 800 to 599 seafS. The 25% 
cut in capacity, on top of rising 
star salaries and increased produc- 
tion and operating costs, have 
forced the manager to make a 60c 
increase in the top-price tickets. 

Ratcliffe intends to réfer the 
matter to the Stock Managers 
Assn. for study and possible ac- 
tion. Meanwhile, Equity is also in- 
vestigating to learn why the old 
regulation has been unearthed, 
whether state authorities intend to 
enforce it strictly and what are 
reve chances of repeal or modifica- 

on. 

The new complication involving | th 
building restrictions comes only a 
week after attempts by local au- 
thorities in New Hope, Pa., and 
Lambertville, N. J., to impose spe- 
cial real estate taxes against straw- 
hats. In the case of the former 
town, Thergn Bamberger, opera- 
tor of the Bucks County Play- 
house, was able to have the meas- 
ure tabled. At Lambertville, how- 





‘ever, the tax threat against St. 


John Terrell’s Musie Circus still 
pends. : 





Ballet Theatre Windi 
Up South America 


Montevideo, June ig 

Ballet Theatre opens a week’s 
engagement in Montevideo tonight 
successful runs in 
Rio de Janeiro and Sao Pa Paulo, 
Brazil. Company will ‘then fly 
Bim to New York, arriving June 


A performance at Lewisohn Sta- 


dium, N. Y., Aug. 2 is skedded, |. 


before the start of its autumn sea- 
son at the ee Opera 
House Sept. 20 


Robin Hood’s 4th Season 
Arden, Del., June 19. 

Windsor Lewis will again be pro- 
ducer-director, with Bee Reid as 
general manager and Jack Knisely 
scenic designer, for the fourth sea- 
son at the Robin Hood Theatre, 
opening June 25. The resident com- 
pany will include Cynthia Rogers, 
Laura McClure, John Drew Deve- 
reaux, yg Maloney, Mary 
Diveny, A Mor- 
ton and mse had Rush, with Ivan 
Simpson, James Nolan, Pamela 
Simpson and Marguerite Morrissey 
signed for 


singie 
Schedule will include all re 





| vivals. 


waste 


Westport, Conn., June 19, 
ws “Candide,” er 


gg seri & 
matinees Wednesday day, 
at ag popular with local ‘resi- 


Current bill at the strawhatter 
is John Loder in “Love or Money,” 
with Betsy von Furstenberg and 
Marta Linden featured. ‘i 


‘Whistle’ Starts Olney 
Olney, Md., June 19. 

“Silver Whistle,” starring John 
Carradine, launched the season for 
Olney, the capital area strawhat, 
with a pleasant $10,000 for nift 
nine-day, 1 
Though substantially under "the 
$14,000 of last year’s opener (Paul- 
ette Goddard in “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra”) take leaves a comfortable 
margin of profit for the house. 

Advance for Sylvia Sydney in 
“The Innocents,” opening tonight 
(19) is mild. Eve Arden in “Here 
Today,” due in next week (26), is 
slated for a sellout judging from 
advance interest and star’s local 
popularity. 

Despite four weeks still to be 
filled, the Olney schedule shapes 
as most impressive to date, and 
one of most solid along the citron- 
ella route. Inking of Oscar Ham- 
merstein to personally produce 
brother Reginald’s revival of the 
Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammerstein 
hit of the ’30’s, “Music in the Air,” 
for closing week of Sept. 25, adds 
an ‘extra laurel to Olney’s already 
substantial prestige. Basil Rath- 
bone is definitely set for the orig- 
inal Tullio Carminati role, follow- 
ing by only_a fortnight his stint 
here in “Gioconda Smile,” The 
Rathbone stock in these parts, 
however, is sufficiently high te 
risk the two appearances. 

Other changes in the Olney 
agenda include cancellation of 
Luise Rainer in “Kiss for Cinder- 
ella,” which was washed out by 
lack of interest ‘along the barn 
route. Vicki Cummings, a peren- 
nial fave here, has been added to 
the cast of the Arthur Treacher 
starrer, “Clutterbuck,” week of 
July 2. 


Operettas At Danbury 
* Danbury, Conn., June 19. 
A six-week operetta season, 
opening July 19, will be presented 
on the site of jast year’s Melody 
Fair here. Producer-director will 





baritone in many Shubert oper- 
ettas. Pierre de Reeder will be 
music director and Harry Miller 
ont least par ofthe Ananeing fr 
east part of the 
supplied ‘by is understood being 
ied by John W. Leahy, owner 
e property it will occupy. 


Spa’s 5th Season 
Albany, June 19. 





John Huntington will o noe Meow 
fifth season at the S 
Theatre, Saratoga, w of “July 5 


with “Clutterbuck,” as a replace- 
ment for “Junior Miss,” erased 


buck” — the yaaa Pi 


Savory at Mt. Kisco 
. Mt. Kisco, N. Y., eens 





‘Caesar’ at Westbury ~ 
Westbury, L. I. J 19. 
Luck ~ of Ouesar by 
| George Alan Smith, assistant busi- 
rvisor of 


Ame can Theatre Wing, will be 
| - June 29-30 by the Mask 

1 players at the ee 
Hall} Se ne 

a & net 
Pee Leck Lue! 
manager, and es, Reon 
co-ordinator of Wee-Te staging 
services, local 


‘Brigadoon’ at ame oe A 
19. 
Marblehead will 
tee off its season at ble- 
High School Auditorium, 
(Continued on page 60) . 
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This Time Re Churchill, O'Brien Rules 





Equity, periodically the +— 


neclenal of of ‘brickbats from straw- 
hat managers; is getting a shower 
of complaints and abuse for its re- 
cent against a barn tour by 
Sarah Churchill. As one rural im- 
presario irately charged, the 
Pon's action is “arbitrary, arro- 
gant, stupid and against the best 
interests of its own members.” 

Coupled with its attitude in the 
recent situation involving Margaret 
O'Brien, Equity’s stand is receiv- 
jing wholesale criticism not only 
from silo operators but from a 
number.of actors. However, there 
doesn’t appear to be any way open 
for the strawhatters to appeal in 
either case, so the union council is 
expected to stand pat on its deci- 
gions. 

In both instances, Equity appears 
to be technically correct in its rul- 
ings. From a practical standpoint, 
however, the union’s policies may 
be open to questien. Even some of 
the Equity council members admit 
privately that, at least in the 
Churchill case, the union might 
profitably have been less rigid in 
its stand. They explain, however, 
that in the face of current feeling 
in the council.on the alien actor 
question, there’s. little chance of 
reversing the decision. 

The matter first came up sev- 
eral weeks ago when the union 
sent letters to barn producers and 
casting agents that it intended to 
enforce its alien actor rules, and 
that waivers would be considered 
only for “established stars” on 
written request from the local 
management. A few days later 
Herbert L.-Kneeter, who operates 
the Norwick (Conn.) strawhat, ap- 
plied in writing for an okay to 
book Miss Churchill, a resident 


alien. 
A ‘Personality,’ Yet 

The union council refused the 
request and, on Kneeter’s demand 
for. an explanation, indicated that 
the British actress is a ‘“personal- 
ity” rather than an “established 

(Continued on page 58) 


S. Hurok Signs to Manage 
N.Y. City Ballet Co. on Its 
First U.S. National Tour 


Impresario Sol Hurok has signed 
to book the N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
on a U.S. tour for the °52-’53 sea- 
son, putting the fledgling three- 
year-old company on a national 
footing. H who is credited 
with starting the modern trend for 
ballet when he imported the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo in 1933, has 
since handled several U. S. troupes, 
pee Ballet Theatre. He also 
booked the smash '49-’50 and ‘50- 
‘51 U. S. tours of Sadler’s Wells 


book the N. Y. 
eountry for 
Trou 





spring. 

able that the group has been inked 
there again for next fall. Com- 
pany went to England last sum- 
mer as guest of Covent Garden, 
for a 10-week tour of Britain. It’s 
received increasingly fine notices 
during its N. Y. fall and spring 
seasons, so that many critics now 
consider it to be America’s No. 1 
troupe. But it isn’t too well known 
nationally, so that Hurok’s ballet 
rep and concert contacts 


around | ? 
the country should insure it that) cast 


distinction. 
is Sere cermeeen, eres, & 
fast nearing the standards and tag 
of “Sadler’s Wells of U. S.” Im- 
presario flew to London 
(Continued on page 58) 


Fall Hearing Due On 
Devon Circus Turndown 


Philadelphia, June 19. 





Philly Season’s Final 
Hypo Via ‘Aisle’ Tryout 


Philadelphia, Juné 19. 
Philly’s 1950-51 legit season gets 
its final hypo tomorrow night (20) 
when Arthur Lesser’s new. revue, 
“Two on the Aisle,” with Bert Lahr 
and Dolores Gray, opens a two-and- 
a-half week’s engagement at the 


Forrest. Sale is fairly good 


This will be the third season in 
a row to see Philly get a June 
booking. Last year’s (Mike Todd's 
“Peep Show’) was earlier and 
scrammed before the end of June, 
but two years ago “Miss Libe 
preemed here at the end of 
aaah and rolled well into July. 
Forrest, Philly's via air-cooled 
house, had them all. 


‘Pan’ Assets Suit 
Due to $2,500 Loan 


Suit to prevent distribution of 
assets of the recent “Peter Pan” 
revival, pending settlement of a 
judgment against.co-producer Peter 
Lawrence, will be argued Friday 
(22) in N. ¥. Supreme Court. The 
action was brought by Lester Her- 
bert Productions, legit financing 
entity headed by Herbert L. Ber- 
ger, and is the outgrowth of a 
$2,500 loan to Lawrence. Latter, a 
listed “Peter Pan” backer as well 
as producer, is slated to receive 
$8,375 of the show’s payoff. 

Berger, who lent the money to 
Lawrence around a year ago, after 
the Jean Arthus-Boris Karloff 
starrer opened, obtained a “confes- 
sion of judgment” for the $2,500 
plus interest early last March. He 
has been unable to collect the 
amount in default, but figures he 
may be able to get it out of the 
amount due Lawrence as a listed 
limited partner of the show. There 
is expected to be a distribution of 
aout $65,000 on the $100,000 in- 
vestment. Berger is also a sub- 
stantial backer of “Pan,” in addi- 
tion to the loan involved. 

Until recently Lawrence had 
been planning to operate a Music 
Circus this summer at Norwalk, 
Conn. He had a tentative deal for 
Miller’s High Life beer to sponsor 
a weekly telecast of the shows, but 
the entire project fell through 
when Lawrence was unable to raise 
the $75,000 financing required. 

} Lawrence’s co-producer on 
“Peter Pan” was Roger L. Stevens 
who recently joined the ~ Play- 


which a few weeks ago bought the 


Empire State Building. N. Y., ata 
reported price of $50,000,000. 


TRENTON CIVIC ENDS 
SEASON WITH 16 NET 


Trenton, N. J., June 19. 
The Trenton Civic Theatre com- 








rector’ John Fisher. 
Theatre, housed in the 1,100- 


before the curtain rises on our frst 
8 

If other civic theatres are es- 

eiee S the nation 








owner figured the ailing ca- 
nine would be happier in the 
sylvan setting than in center 
of town. Court is on UV. S. 
202 and is surrounded by 
trees. 


Theme, Lineup Bringing 
Theatre Party Bookings 
For ‘Gigi’ Months Ahead 


Although Gilbert Miller’s pro- 
duction of “Gigi,” the Anita Loos 
adaptation of the Colette novel, 
doesn’t go into rehearsal until late 
September and hasn’t yet even a 
tentative premiere date, it is get- 
ting heavy theatre party bookings. 
With agents setting dates accord- 
ing to the “second Tuesday after 
the opening,” for instance, it’s ex- 
pected that the bookings will total 
about 50, an unusual number for a 
straight play. 

The prineipal theatre party in- 
terest in the show apparently stems 
from the name lineup connected 
with the production, with film di- 
rector George Cukor set to return 
to legit as stager of the piece. How- 
ever, the yarn’s spicy theme is also 
figured an angle. The Colette 
novel, recently done as a French 
film production, involves a Parisian 
teenager who, having been trained 
for a career as a courtesan, stuns 
her family by announcing her in- 
tention of getting married. The 
title part, calling for a beautiful 
girl of about 14, who can play sub- 
tle comedy, is figured tough to cast, 
but Miller and Cukor already have 
several prospects here, in London 
and on the Coast. 

As with practically all his pro- 
ductions, Miller will supply all the 
financing for “Gigi.” As usual, also, 
a budget will be set up for the 
show, but no attempt will be made 
to conform to it rigidly. 


ANN LEE EXPANDS HER 
SANTA FE SILO SEASON 


Santa Fe, June 19. 
Ann Lee, who has operated El 
Teatro de Santa Fe here for the 
last three years, expands her ac- 
tivities this summer to include 








week season gets under way with 
Alfred Paschal as resident director. 


Set to appear are Martha Scott, 
who will do “Voice of the T h 
and Pat O’Brien, Una Merkel, Jo 
Lund and Thomas Gomez, with 
negotiations still under way for 
several others. Plays to be 
sented include “Come Back 
Sheba,” “Streetcar Named 
“Enter Madame,” 
rie,” “Hay Fever,” 
old, ” “Silver Whistle” and “Lady's 
Not for Burning.” 


the A-bomb center, and to Albu- 
querque, are a possible prelude to 
a fyi fall tour of the South- 











weekly one-night stands in Los | Rose 
,| Alamos and Albuquerque. Nine- 


Weekly junkets to Los Alamos,+ 





For Holding Out 





Micliiner Gets to Work | 
On Point’; Drops ‘Elms’ 


Jo Mielziner, who returned last 
week from a two-month vacation 
in Europe, started work -immediate- 
ly on the scenery and lighting for 
“Point of No Return,” Leland Hay- 
ward’s production of the Paul Os- 
born dramatization of John P. 
Marquand’s novel, to star Henry 
Fonda. He has deals pending for 
several other proposed Broadway 
shows this season. 

The designer and Harry Fieisch- 
mann have dropped their option 
on “Desire Under the Elms,” the 
Morton Gould-Edward Eager musi- 
calization of the Eugene O'Neill 
drama, which they had planned to 
produce on. Broadway. Meanwhile. 
Fleischmann has become associated 
with television and radio packager 
Lou Cowan, as business manager- 
treasurer. 


Flahooley’ Folds 
In $160,000 Loss 


“Flahooley,” E. ¥Y. Harburg-Fred 
Saidy-Sammy Fain musical comedy 
which closed Saturday night (16) at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., after 40 per- 
formances, represents a loss of 
about $160,000 at present. The 
management has announced plans 
to reopen the show in the fall, and 
the authors are talking about mak- 
ing extensive revisions over the 
summer. Show was financed at 
$200,000. 

Since the show had played only 
one losing week and had subse- 
quently taken a boxoffice spurt, 
“hastens bo gg ge Har- 
b an ai ve con- 
tinued the run, but with the end 
of theatre parties there was no 
advance —_— so the prospect was 
too risky. As a result, “Seventeen,” 
which had been held out of town 
an extra week on just that chance, 
was then booked to open -at the 
theatre tomorrow night (Thurs.). 

Coincidental angle of the situa- 
tion is that “Flahooley” is the first 
Crawford production to play a Shu- 
bert house in several years. Miss 
Crawford’s presentations of “Love 
Life“ and “Regina” played the 46th 
Street, operated by the City Play- 
houses, Inc.; ae Door” played 
the indie Empire, and “Brigadoon” 
was at the Ziegfeld, owned by Billy 
Her current production of 








portedly with the idea of trying 


Wilson as second femme 
lead, is a current hit at the Coli- 
seum, London. 


Maurice Schwartz In 
Talks on London Season 
London, June 12. 








INY. Judge Fines Shuberts $5,503.75 


on Short-Todd Fee 


The Shuberts, as operators of the 
wana 


sard Short. The suit stemmed from 
defaulted director royalties from 
Michael Todd’s “Peep Show,” 
which played the theatre. “Coin- 
cidentally, Short has alsa staged 
“Seventeen,” musical opening to- 
morrow night (Thurs.) at the Shu- 
bert-operated Broadhurst, N. Y. 

The judge’s decision against the 
Shuberts was on a motion brought 
by Short, resulting from violation 
of a previous injunction obtained 
last December to prevent ther 
from paying money for the “Peeg 
Show” receipts until his judgment 
against Todd had_been settled. The 
ruling stated, “Payment was mads 
deliberately with no question of 
ignorance or inadvertence.” 

Short’s judgment against Todé¢ 
was based on the latter’s failure tc 
pay $500 a week director royalties 
on “Peep Show.” Subsequently, 
according to the judge’s opinion 
Todd claimed that there had been 
an agreement under which . he 
would pay $100 a week and the sub- 
poena would be withdrawn. How- 
ever, the $5,503.75 balance wai 
never paid. 

Previously, in order to protect 
the theatre's share of the “Peep 
Show” gross, the Shuberts had 
taken over the actual handling oi 
the show’s funds. According te 
Steuer’s decision, they were to “re- 
tain from these receipts certain 
sums for rental of the theatre and 
for other services, and also had the 
right to pay from these funds any 
indebtedness owed them by the 
debtor. The balance was to be 
turned over to the debtor. 

“What the third party (Shuberts) 
did was, in addition to the sums it 


(Continued on page 58) 


Chorus Equity Sets New 
Rulings for Musicals 
Booked for Barn Tours 


With the increase of musical 
shows being bocked for strawhat 
tours, Chorus Equity last week 
adopted new regulations covering 
musical stock. The union’s coun- 
cil ruled that henceforth al] regu- 
lar chorus members must belong to 
Chorus Equity. For shows using 
choruses of less than 12, local barn 
Managers may augment the chorus 
with up to 30% of non-union mem- 
bers, but where the show has a reg- 
ular chorus of 12 or more there 
is no limit on the number that may 
be added. 

For predominantly . dramatic 
stock companies, the management 
can use Equity members for chorus 
work on a regular stock contract, 
but must notify Chorus Equity at 
least a week in advance as to the 
names of all such performers and 
must have Chorus Equity contracts 
on file at the latter union’s office. 
Since the 1951 silo season is al- 
ready under way and the new regu- 
lations may involve unforeseen 
complications for some manage- 
ments with shows in preparation, 
the Chorus Equity council agreed 





, | to allow its representatives some 


discretion in applying the setup. 
Denison Campus Tent 
‘Uses Faculty Staff 


Granville, O., June 19. 
Ph gy Summer Theatre ns 


tonlght (19), presenting “The 

Heart,” wk aetitom Sool 
the lead. Show runs through Sat- 
Ten plays will be offered 


during the 10-week season, with 





each production g poe i ave per-° 


formances in the yo theatre on 
Denison U. campus. 

Co-directors for the season are 
Prof. Edward A. Wright Foe te bem 
liam Brasmer, both 
theatre arts Patan Bo SF ay yo 
staff members include en agh ay 
who is associate director, 
mie G. Adams, technical ditap- 


scheduled are “The 
World orld Within June 26-30; “Tom- 


“Lady Audley’s 
Secret,” _— 10-14; “Home at 

July 17-21;'“The Great 
| Big’ Doorstep» July 24-28: “Blithe 
production to be an 


: announced, Aug. 
iele. and “the Sover Whistle” 
Avg. 21-25. 
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Ceurtin’ Time broad performance, getting by in Author’s royalties amoun to approximately $100,000 were earned 
James Russo & Michael Bilis production. | the sobgs and pulling: big, The Vielin Messiah — by the legit version of "Peter Pan." rring Jean Arthur, on Broadway 
fn association with H. Cohen. in a hangover scene and the road last season. Coin was by Paramount, which 
of music comedy in two ne scenes). the im io Ill,, June 12. acts 
Book by William Roos, based on play. | tomime, but giving the Qn! Radic of two-act| as the U. S. agent on the property for the Hospital for Sick Children in 
“The Farmer's Wife,” by Eden s;|} of overanxiety to be Billie comedy by William Saroyan. Dow-| London. Playwright James P: Barrie some years ago handed over the 
features Carmen Mathews, Joseph Swee- | Broadway, is a able sings | N At- Chase ‘Summer John Byram, Paramount editor, who handles the Barrie prop. 
Bey. Eile, Afton. Gloria amnilton. Gloria and ner ate well as the taken-for- atre, June 12, °51; $3.60 top. erty details, was guest of the hospital "directors on a visit to | 
rice, r iia . therine Ande =) usekee s - Lov oer tee eeweeeees 2 , 2 
gon, Peter Conlow, Theodor Uppman. granted ho soe Joseph jotten........- Patrick O’Neal | Several weeks ago. He reveals many specific improvements at the hos 
Production staged by Alfred Drake; chore-| The surprise click of the show, | Young Man with ¥ Woman. .Walter | pital tin 
ography, George Balanchine; scenery an‘ nowever, is Carmen Mathews, top- "Arline Kropp | Pital resulting from the $100,000 royalty earnings. 
Tichting. Ralph Alswang; costumes, Sw. | featured in her first musical part. | Yous Woman.............. Leese Maret Par got into the role of agent for the institution through a long series 
Don “Walker: ‘musical director, Bill John-| The actress, who has impressed’ in Miss Porteous......-. Sond ield of on going a agg than 30 years. “Peter Pan" was among the 
gon. At National, N. Y., June 13, °S1; $5] 4 succession of unshowy parts” in| Mrs. Ducey. -....+++++« tere ge like Diehi properties acquir y the company’s predecessors in tieups with legit 
tee .| unshowy straight plays, blends con- | A!Pert Ducey..--..........William Fields | producers in the early 1920s. 
Nell Rilling ....+++++5. Gloria Patric< . ‘ith btly t i ana Moo BP cvboivcses n 
Cathy Rilling .......... Gloria Hamilton vulsive ee, ae ae y oe | & J. piipeubray...... Alexander Megmees — 
oe ag UE a eae Peter Conlow | oe, GUaiity ASS Cwittery Spineses, | Man with Gruteh.s....;. Doh R. Jameson 


Samuel Rilling Joe E. Brown 


eeeeeeees 


ad Stevens ....s.ees- Theeeet — 
Pred Lawson.....++s++: av ‘ omas, 
De See Billie Worth 
Harriet Hearn ......++..> Pie Afton 


Joseph Sweene) 
Carmen Mathews 
Katherine Anderson 


Mr. Hearn 
Theresa Tapper 
Louisa Windeatt.... 


hea 0, 0: ku 00-9 Abe Irate ; May Muth 
Sadie .... .. Rosemary Kuhimann 
» eee ee Teddy Tavenner 
Lerry Walton ....... . Earl William 
The Brat Patricia Poole 


Singers: Betty Jane Cocho, Peggy G:- 
van, Glynn Hill, Joan Keenan, Rosemary 
Kuhimonn. May Muth, Mary O’¥allon. 
Teddy Tavenner, Walter Brandin, Michae! 
T. Carolan. John Michael King, Michael 
Kingsley, Charles Rule, Robert Strobel, 
John Taliaferro, Lawrence Weber. _ 

Dancers: Patricia Casey, Audrey Keane. 
Mary Martinet, Patricia Poole, Frances 
Sorensen. Elsa Ven Horne; Edward An- 


drews. Hubert, Bland. Peter Deign. Wil- 
liam Maguire, Lou Yetter, Charles Zul- 
keski. 





After abnormal preliminary com- 
plications, including a change of 
male star, re-rehearsal and a sec- 
ond tryout tour, “Courtin’ Time” 
comes through as a cheerful, lively, 
melodious and pleasant show. How- 
ever, because of the formidable 
financial odds, it’s a doubtful pros- 
pect to pay off, although it may 
stick around for a moderate run. 
It should be suitable film. material. 

Largely because of the produc- 
tion complications, the show went 
far over the $150,000 budget and 
$30,000 overcall, and as of last 
week’s opening, represented a total 
investment of about $210,000. Also 
to a major degree because of the 
preliminary changes and delays, 
there are no theatre parties and 
practically no advance mail orders 
or window sale to ‘provide initial 
impetus. Finally, the National has 
limited capacity and is not favor- | 
ably located, p'us the fact that only 
about two weeks of generally good 
business are due beiore Broadway 
wilts in the traditional summer 
slump. 

Under such circumstances, a 
smash musical might get rolling, 
play through the hot weather and 
earn back its investment in the im- 
proved conditions of next fall and 
winter, But “Courtin’ Time” is not 
a smash musical—only a_ likable 
and entertaining one that leaves a 
warm, contented feeling. It doesn’t 
pretend to offer = competition 
to solid hits like “Guys and Dolls,” 
“King and I,” “South Pacific” and 
“Call Me Madam,” and can only 
hope to get by on their turnaways. 
Moreover, - with the arrival on 
Broadway of “Seventeen” this 
week and “Two on the Ajsle” next 
month, “Courtin’ Time” will pre- 


sumably have to share the new- 
musica tronage with them. 
The “Courtin’ Time” book, adapt- 


ed’ by William. Roos from Eden 
Phillpotts’ 1934-35 play, “The 
Farmer’s Wife,” is a folksy, rea- 
sonably amusing yarn that has prac- 
tically no surprises or uncertainties 
after the basic characters and situ- 
ation are laid out in the first few 
minutes. It provides picturesque 
locale,” however, plus scope for 
songs and dancing, as well as op- 
portunities for comedy scenes. 

The songs by Jack Lawrence and 
Don Walker vary in quality, of 
course, but are generally tuneful 
and bright., with a few standout 
numbers. (Walker, an orchestrator 
of numerous Broadway shows, has 
turned in a notable job in that de- 
p°rtment this time). George Balan- 
chine has found places for two 
lively dance numbers; but the in- 
evitable ballet, in this instance rep- 
resenting a Down East superstition 
about thunderstorms, seems spa 
in. Alfred Drake’s overall st g 


appears deftly paced, while the sce- 


nery and lighting of Ralph 
and the eostumes of Sout Bolact 
are definite assists. 

The more likely songs iff the 
show are “Today at Your se, 
Tomorrow at Mine” (as a_ brisk 
opening production number), “Fix- 
in’ for a Long, Cold Winter,” “An 
Old-Fashioned Glimmer in Your 
Eye,” “Goodbye, Dear Friend, 
Goodbye,” “Smile Awhile” (as com- 
edy sentiment), “Too Much Trou- 
ble,” “Choose Your Partner” (as an 
ensemble dance number), “Golden 
Moment,” “The Sensible Thing to 
Do,” “Masculinity,” and “Heart in 
Hand.” 

As the bumptious Yankee far- 
mer who's out to re but can’t 
see his attractive eeper for 
looking, Joe E. Brown has succeed- 
ed Lloyd Nolan, who withdraw dur- 
ing the tryout because of 
acute laryngitis, He gives a rather 
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and puts over the one. real show- | 
worect 2 oe era a of Jor | 
Gall 7 ien- Moment.” . OP |, oes ae ; ; - 
personal clicks are Peter Conlow | pg Pee Bo al hs oy be Bag 
and’Gloria Patrice as dancing juve- | “Time of yo vie” ., “Hello 
niles, and Gloria Hamilton and Earl | 5; The “ thi “— third 
William as singing juveniles. Also | pi Mg Saro ba h _ And a 
registering in featured parts are| onder’ rame ae th hn yes Po 
Joseph Sweeney as a cantankerous disnias his al In its or 0 
Down Easter, Katherine Anderson oar - Ah ith ids eth eg 
as a self-reliant widow, Effie Afton | | iities £ o © possi- 
as a would-be bride, and Theodor | Dilities for Broadway presentation. 
Uppman in a vocal spot Aaa _ grog a yg 
Considering the unforseeable | SS Boe ae a a pg my be- 
hazards they ran into with the| comes lost in a welter of Saroyan 
show, producers James Russo and | philosophy and a maycnnaise coat- 
por gg yo no associate Bry |ing of almost breakfast-radio-chat- 
ander fi, ‘onen, deserve crea 10r ter programs. The combination 
getting “Courtin’ Time” on_ the | bogs down, and only Dowling seems 


Broadway boards. That the produc- | a+ h in thi ri th t 
tion stands little chance of earning | at DONE Sh Sw weeweage: etee a 





Eddie Dowling has been associ- 


re.” 


back its approximate $210,000 in- 


vestment is a reflection of the ad-| 
died financial setup of the contem- 
porary stage rather than on the 
quality of the entertainment. 
Hobe. 







Hurok Signs 
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| times he, too, gets a little sticky 
|from the gooey verbiage. 
Two-acter is about an itinerant 
| preacher, who hires shabby’ meet- 
| ing halls more to hear himself talk 
| than to gather an audience. When 
a young newspaperman, who wan- 
| ders in out of the rain, hears the 
| self-styled reverend he becomes 
| inspired and launches a campaign 
|to bring Dr. Lovejoy’s mumblings 
|to the world. Base of the new 
| philosophy or religion is a violin 


(18) on various business matters, | Which, when stroked, brings calm 
among them being details of an- | #2 Denting, te bee Be h th 
other British visit by the N. Y.|,..,;077% Of Publicity shoves the 
City Ballet Co.. next summer Be og mace national proenin uy 
; t . *| wi speeches over world-wide 
management that’ they send. the | eter and hordes of peoples ask- 

or cures. Buildup continues 
troupe on a tour of South America to a mass hysteria with fnal scene 


next spring, but another British en- | a flash-back to the dreary hall, re- 


Troupe will have its first Euro- | 
pean season next year, plans now | 
being in negotiation with L. Leoni- 
doff for a spring-summer tour of | 
France, Spain and Italy, winding | 
up with a London stay. Troupe; 
would be gone four months, leav- | 
ing mid-April ’52. 

Hurok, who booked Sadler’s | 
Wells Ballet here the past two sea- 
sons, is bringing its alternate com- 
pany, the Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
Ballet, to the U. S. next season | 
(51-52). He’s not sure whether | 
that troupe would return the sea- 
son following, but might skip a 
year. Either way, he doesn’t s¢e 
it as conflicting with the °52-'53 
touring plans for the N. Y. troupe. 

Company is currently winding 
up a three-week June season at 
City Center, N. Y. Lincoln Kir- 
stein is its general director and 
George Balanchine artistic direc- 
tor,. with Morton Baum, City Cen- 
ter exec committee chairman, as 
overall monitor. Hurok would not 
handle the N. Y. or Chicago book- 
ings of the troupe, but everything 
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star” and that she could therefore 
be replaced by an American player. 
Kneeter immediately squawked 
that since Miss Churchill is cui- 
rently starred on Broadway in 
“Gramercy Ghost’’ and had similar 
billing last season on the silo cir- 











cuit and on a Theatre Guild tour 
in “Philadelphia Story,” she is a 
bonafide “established star.” He 


added that the actress’s boxoffice 
draw last year demonstrated that 
she is not replaceable and that, by 
preventing her from _ touring, 
Equity is in effect depriving its 
members of employment in ‘the 
show in, question. 

In the case of Margaret O’Brien. 


whose Coast attorney recently can- | lores 


celled various barn appearances on 
the ground that the actress is a 
minor and that therefore the con- 
tracts were void, Equity has ruled 
that it is without jurisdiction, 
since Miss O’Brien is not a mem- 
ber. However, the union is forcing 
strawhatters who had signed other 


film star to make good on the deals. 
It’s pointed out that although 
Fauitv now says that Miss O’Brien 
is not a member, the union pre- 
viously accented contracts >with 
her and reanired managers to vost 





-bonds covering the agreements. 


gagement was preferred. vealing that all has been a fantasy, 


| role of the important messiah. Pat- 


actors to appear in. support of the | S22 


but that good still reveals itself 
throughout the troubled world. 
Last scene, following a jitterbug 
session, is a fumbling anti-climac- 
tic piece. 

Dowling as the healer holds what 
little there is of the content to- 
gether, but gets a bit fey in_his 


rick O’Neal, who leads the doctor 
to national fame, plays the news- 
paperman as a.remnant of “The 
Front Page,” a type which hasn’t 
been seen around the theatre for 
many years. In the other roles, 
the rest of the cast is more or less 
plausible in its attempts to deal 
with the script, with only Ann 
Meacham projecting in the double 
role of rich avaricious femme 
and the father-complexed poor gal. 
John Larson's direction is inept, 
partly due to the manuscript. De- 
sign of shabby hall and room in 
the Fairmount Hotel, San Francis- 
co, done by Jack Bates, is adequate 
for silo presentation. Zabe. 


. Girl Crazy. 
San Francisco, June 19. 
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Lou Wilson, Carroll. ‘ot Char- 
lier, Barbara Ma: : : 
mona Kuhn, c . Naney 
Rowe, Jackie Shabazian, Pat Wakeman, 
Lynn York. - 
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Mann | Musical, and to it 
Howard S. 
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_ Legit Bits 


Frances Rowe, who played the 
femme lead opposite Maurice 
Evans in “Man and Superman” on 
Broadway and tour, is recovering 
from surgery in St. Peter’s Hospi- 
tal, London . .. “Side Street,” 
Nathaniel Benchley’s dramatization 
of a series of his own New Yorker 
mag sketches, has been optioned 
by Lyn Austin for possible Broad- 
way production next fall ... The 
Alee Guinness revival of “Hamlet” 
closes June 30 in London ... John 
Gielgud, Diana Wynyard, Flora 
Robson and Sir Lewis Casson are 
starred in “Winter's Tale,” which 
opens June 27 at the Phoenix, 
London. Peter Brook staged the 
revival ... . Michael Wager, who 
clicked as the problem son in 
“Small Hours,” is being sought for 
the juve lead in “The Idea,” Ed- 
ward Caulfield play being produced 
by Robert Lewis and the Play- 
wrights Co... . . Irving Jacobson 
and Edmund Zayenda, directors of 
the Second Avenue Theatre, N. Y., 
have signed Abe Elistein as musi- 
cal director for the coming season 
of Yiddish shows. 


Barry Hyams, legit-concert press 
rep and production associate, back 
in N. Y. from month in London and 
Paris, and planning to go into 
video production ... Taylor Cald- 
well, Buffalo novelist, and Mervyn 
Nelson, authorof “The Ivy Green,” 
are collaborating on a_ serious 
drama to be produced late in the 
fall or early next year ... Legit 
pressagent Bernard Simon to read 
a paper on theatrical publicity 
techniques before the annual con- 
vention next December, in Chi- 
cago, of. the American Educational 
Theatre Assn., comprising heads 
of drama departments in colleges, 
universities and high-schools. 


The League. of New York The- 
atres, preparatory to adopting reg- 
ulations covering ticket subscri 
tion organizations, has asked Syivia 
Siegler, president of Show-of-the- 
Month, and Helen Thompson, head 
of the Play-of-the-Month Guild, to 
submit suggestions for a fair code 
of rules... If and when John 
Huntington brings to Broadway his 
strawhat touring production of the 
“Alice in Wonderland” musical, 
will pressneens it 
ees optioned 
the dramatic rights to “The Tea- 
house of the At Moon,” Vern 
rn new 1 ane cones te 

me n army officer’s a to 
democratize a Okinawa 
village. He plans to have it adapt- 
ed for the stage, bably as a 
in asso- 
Ln a ie 

a on e acto er’s 
pattecting agenda _* 


In 4 
dramatization of beth 
lotte *Webster’s novel, in which he 
will be partnered with Andersen 
Evans will not be active 
again next season as artistic su 
ervisor of the N. 


Y. City Center 
drama season. % 


an 
appendectomy ... Henri Caubi- 


sens, production stage ger of |'d 
oun" and Dolls,” returned las 
w San Francisco as- 


from 


A Hi. Martin musical . ... Dur- 
the absence -of Michaela. 
oO Fa, executivé-secretary, | at 
Truro, Cape where 8 
working on a new m- 
nt. is in fe 








“Ceremony 
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vacation, went to the Coast to 
check up on his antique and in. 
terior decorating business. Robert 
Chisholm is subbing for him as the 
ass A Lord Beekman. 
mbi Linn and Red Alexander 
inked for the perry iy e~ in 
“Bloomer Girl,” which e Mann 
will present in San Francisco and 
Hollywood this summer . . . Walter 
Cey will direct “Period Piece,” 
musical version of the fin-de-siecle 
melodrama as the opening offering 
at the Mt. Joy Theatre, new open- 
air legit showcase in San Fernando 
valley, near Hollywood. 
Understudies in “Courtin’ Time” 
include Lawrence Weber for Joe 
E. Brown, John Michael for 
Earl William, Hubert Bl for 
Peter Conlow, David E. Thomas for 
‘Joseph Sweeney, Mary O'Fallon 
for Billie Worth and Gloria Hamil. 
ton, and Patricia Poole for Gloria 
Patrice. Mike Goldreyer is gen- 
eral manager of the show, Clifford 
Hayman is company manager, 
James Gelb production stage man- 
ager, Joseph Olney stage manager, 
and John Padovano assistant .... 
Elaine Stritch has been signed as 
understudy for Ethel Merman. in 
“Call Me Madam” . . . Transplant- 
ed Broadway actress. Jessie yee 
Landis plays a former operatic 
diva in “Come Live with Me,” new 
play by Dorothy and Campbell 
Christie opening tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) at the Vaudeville Theatre, 
London .. . Claudette Colbert is 
set to star in Noel Coward’s “South 
Sea Bubble” for the tryout at the 
Westport (Conn.) Playhouse and 


possibly on Broadway inthe fall 
.. . Edna Best will star in a West- 
Behrman’s 

(formerly 


N. 
Language” 


port tryout of S. 
“Foreign 
“Jane’”). 
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paid itself, to make disbursements 
for the debtor—notably salaries of 
the cast and advertising. These 
expenditures are explained on the 
ground that it was. customary for 
the theatre, when a show was bare- 
ly meeting expenses, to make these 
payments from the receipts, and 
Todd agreed this should be done. ‘ 
is, however, is no’ explanation 
at all. It was still the debtor's 
money. Todd said to pay it out in 
a certain way. The court said keep 
it until further order. The third 
party chose to follow Todd’s. in- 
structions. Far more was paid out 
than would satisfy the judgment. 
It is doubtless true that unless 
cast was paid the show would stop: 


Fd 


Char- | But this consideration is hardly a 


matter for argument. The third 
party decided to prefer certain. 
creditors of Todd to the judgment, 


P- | creditor, in defiance of the order” 


Technically, the suit was broucht | 
Tene tet cone GH 
ne., Shu ni) co 
operates the theatre. i) 
nal judgment was against th 
B. R, T. Corp., comoany. set up by 
production of the 


Todd for the 
show. 

_ Although the fine, when paid 
judgment, the director stilt has a 
. . . % an 
}addittonal claim ‘against Todd for 
unpaid royalties on the “Peep 
Show” run from December to clos- 


last Feb. 25.. 
oe eine 25... He will attempt 
duetion 


coin and, if the ag 
Meanwhile, the Shuberts 
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Time’ $13,300 for 5, ‘Okla: $30,000, 
; 7 . $75,100, { ! : OK $17 500 
prop. “Lady Windermere’s Fan” we Sunday (17) matinee, “House , : vs 
gland Aug. 7 and in the tryout of “Maid |. the two-week run, were $32,- for this Civic Light Opera offering. ‘ . 5; 
» hos to Order” week of Aug. Ss the | S95, according to Charles R. Mee-| “Mister Roberts,” with: ems; | Business was generally off a|wk) (MD-$7.20), 1,571; $51,717). 
Berkshire Playhouse, age. ker, Jr, managing director, Fonda, moved still higher and hit | trifle on Broadway last ‘week. With| The limit again at over $51,700. 
series Mass. . - she eabitell are of Du. Move indoors year from the | nearly $35,700 for its seventh stan- | the influx. of buyers and conven-| “Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (127th 
g the cently Be vi ubiic pS Ags al fresco setting off, boxoffice-| za at the 1,550-seat Geary, where | tioners continuing, however, trade | wk) (MC-$6: 1,362; $40,847). Just 
“legit Mont ‘Television, ‘ th ae wise, as two rainoufs during the | it’s playing to a $4.80 top. remained healthy for most shows. | under $25,700 (previous week, b 
agent this summer for Col ses +. | first ‘week would have occurred had Two-for-ones were again a factor | $24,600). % 
nab shore Musie Cireus, ‘0 ae ili the show been spotted as before in in the patronage for some of the} «ngake a Wish,” Winter Garden ff 
Mass... . Neil MeFee Skinner the fairgrounds’ band shell. 6 weaker draws, but several long| ioth wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,519; 000) 
pe advance director for the tour-of| “Song of Norway,” second of the weaker Grammy Met fr Trick pere| wine” Ganado tareriaus week 
Lillian Gish in “Miss “tne | HX 1951 musicals, opens Monday phen as usual, the top smashes went | ¢39 260) . P 
Jose Corbelfo will compose the (25), starring Walter Cassel, Fran along at capacity. ga 2 
‘usic for the shows to be pre-|ces' Greer and Maria Tallchief “Moon Is Blue,” Miller (15th <' 
nvia Sies-|° 5 e| ‘The total gross for all 20 A 
st to sented 6 es by i -| with Elaine Malbin, Erik Rhodes Woon shows last. week was $556,200, or ‘| wk) (€-$4.80; 920; $21,586). Just rs 
id ‘in. ee Y or Begg aoe ge and Jack Rutherford. y 16% of capacity (the correspond- tenes) $21,000 (previous week, 
tobert stage "the ‘productions Beth J ing week last year 19 shows . 
es ; “Oklahoma,” Broadway (3d wk) 
as the Gardnet has signed the, Lakeside WY. CITY BALLET UPTO | ccc: weather manta: aided the sremeeh SS oars The | (uc-$4.80; 1,900; $46,912). Over 
ander Players ckshop, N. Y., as the resi- 346 IN SECOND WEEK bosutfice. with matinees going| 19 shows was $541,300, or 18%. $30,600 (previous week, $29,700). 
ot in dent company at her Blythewood strong. Advance guard of b| 1B wimess this week is expected| “Rese Tatteo,” Beck (20th wk) 
Mann Island Summer Theatre Loon The N. ¥. City Ballet Co. jumped ture w visiters has also added to be off a shade from last week. (D-$4.80; 1,124, $28;000). Over 
o and Lake, Chestertown, N. Y.’ Frank $7,500 in the second ‘stanza of its to the till. Both “South Pacific” but still strong. A somewhat larger | $19,800 with the belp of twofers - 
Walter Moore and Rebert A. Craig will be | th: x J stay a the City and “Moon Is Blue” are selling pe? is due next week, with sharp (previous week, $19,600). Bes. 
iece,” co-producers for the season, with rina par Regen months ahead, with selleuts for the nal slumps the following} “Season in the Sun,” Booth ae 
siecle co prodaaey Te et Sactecs.  |S0b telia teak Gomme a healthy $n, | weekends. additional | Sinar that. the pace | (asth wh) (C-$4.80; 766; $20,235 == | 
fering Ray Middleten will play his ori th > sid hg the bo ati ap Estimates for Last Week will probably continue slow until) About $9,000 with twofers (pre- a 
open- , ae age hag ie S orig- | weather alc od while p el un S mid-August, when the long sea-| vious week, $10,800) 
nanie - inal male lead an aurence | early part of the week, while fav- oon Is Blue,” Harris (7th! sonal upturn should start. ee = 
Brooks will sing the male lead in| erable word-of-mouth hel over | week) ($4.40; 1,000) Doing great| Last week’s only closing was “South Pacific,” Majestic (113th | 
Time” “Bittersweet,” opposite Anne Jef: | the weekend, despite t mild | business with $21,800. “Flahooley ” Due to shutter June wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186). As by 
» Res freys, in Gene Mann's productions weather. Biz is much better for| “South Pacific,” Shubert (3ist| 30 is “Darkness at. Noon,” with usual, about $50,800. os 
ax for this —- at the an Theatre, | this out-of-season engagement than week) ($5; 2,100). Rolling into the | several other entries figured un- “Stalag 17,” 46th Street (6th e c 
Ae OE is, Angles and je, Memorial] management reine two big|proer Near $8150 | a 
et fucden Hurd and Maud Brooks| premieres of ity spring stay last Estimates for Last Week a as secur tienneee 7 
Tamil Hurd will be members of the resi-| week, with Ruthanna Boris’ “Cake- ‘SEVENTEEN Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama).|  «pree Grows in Brooklyn,” Al- + 
Glo rte dent company this summer at/| walk” on Tuesday (12) and Jerome $19,000, CD (ComedyDrema), R (Revue),| i. (oth wk) (MC-$7 ot 331: b 
; gem Lewis Harmen’s Clinton (Conn.)| Robbins’ “The Cage” Thursday MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- $47,167). Almost $46,500 ( sant - 
sifford Playhouse. Mrs. Hurd was press-|(14). Both preems were well re- LOVES $3,200 cal Drama), O (Operetta). pcg a $45,600) Oy P a 
nager agent at St. Petersburg and Clear- ceived by press and public, Miss . > Other parenthetic figures refer, Twente? Century,” Fulton (25th 4 
mo water, for the St. Petersburg Op-| Boris’ being a say dance takeoff Boston, June 19. respectively, to top price, number | wx) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). About & 
samen a>. a, winter .. . Among the|on oldtime minstrel shows and| «rovye’s Labour Lost” in its ef seats and capacity gross. Price | $8 100 with twofers (previous : 
— ackers the Russell Lewis &| Robbins’ effort being a grim bal-| seth and final week at the Brattle includes 20% amusement tar, but week, $7,300) ba: 
“ae Howard Young musical tent in| let about the war of the sexes in |is the Hub’s only legit entry this | grosses are net: te., exclusive of aah" ce o- 
a ee pa ig, F ae am ee. — a mie we eo neenene. stanza. “Seventeen” wound a ’ Opening This Week A atl 
z sé » Herman ,|Some cutting will improve the r . “ ” “Seventeen,” Broadhurst (M rah 
men William Zwissig, Edwin Lester, | Boris ballet, which is good fun. telat mmeeeen ere cote baler coghttairs of State,” 1v596,874), | $6: 1.160; $87,000. Musical ver- 
eratic Lanz Landsburg and Homer Cur-| Nora Kaye’s performance high- | piz. Nearly $24,600 (previous week, | sion of the Booth Tarkington . 
* new ran, all of whom have invested in | lights “The Cage.” Estimates for Last Week z $24,500) : ’| stories, “presented by Sammy 
apbell previous Lewis & Young ventures, Andre Eglevsky and Maria Tall- “peve’s La - ttl “C alt Me M »  Inaperial Lambert, Milton Berle and Bernie 
night and are steociated in the San |chiet. tee ion week dancers, are | (41 :10VC"s UaRtGy ¢3) (400). Hold-| (36th wk) (MC-$7.20); 1 Ado S51 | Lovers, Himance’ at eer ioe cost 
saaire — Los Angeles Civic | out of the final week's run, due to, ing to okay $3,200 f 4 orn, | 847). As before, over $52,300. $35,000 overcall, production cost 
ack i Light oe setup and various | earlier commitments with the Civic | 4255 = a A and C Foci ourth . die . about $155,000, plus about $6,000 P 
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cand Mat,Sheiter™ slams at ‘te | Liberty’ Low $34,000, | gator aurine eek. 3490, Satu Spengd ant Wedncoay nicht (8 |fapaiey pent Yomorow meh | 
> . nal wee ped, C . sia Bo 
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Pawo tueret Horton in “Spring- attraction, this See UP a enc record | $48,244). Over $37,000 (previous | finales this week “Detective 
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Olivia 116; 


duly ¢ 9th with the musical “Briga- 


Other. productions. skedded for 
the eight-week season aré “Clutter- 
buck,” with Arthur Treacher, July 
16; Iden Boy,” with John Gar- 
field, July 23; “Rain,” with Law- 
rence Tibbett, July 30; “Connecti- 
cut Yankee,” with Paula Lawrence, 
Aug. 6; “Mirror, Mirror,” with Kay 
Francis, Aug. 13; “Glad Tidings,’ 
with Melvin Douglas, Aug. 20, and 
winding with 
with Joan Bennett, Aug. 27. 

Production will be handled by 
William B. Cowen and directed by 
Dick Barr. 





‘Disciple’ Tees Brattle 


Boston, June 19. 

Brattle Theatre Co.’s 10-wee ak | 
summer season will tee off June 27 | 
with George Bernard Shaw’s 
“Devil's Disciple.” Company will | 
operate on a “resident star” policy 
this summer with Ian Keith and | 
Hurd Hatfield, currently appearing | 
in “Love’s Labour's Lost,” staying | 


on for several of the summer pro- | 


ductions. Presentations of “Mid- 
summer Night's Dream,” and /| 
“Billy Budd’ and “He and She’ 
(formerly “The Failures’) are also 
skedded. Jaco) Ben-Ami and Ruth 


Ford will be costarred in the latter. | 


Each play is skedded for. two- 
week engagements, and the fifth 
play which will complete the sum- 
mer season, is to be announced. 





New Haven Area Activity 
New Haven, June 19. 

Two nearby strawhats have an- 
nounced opening guns for the 1951 
season. At Ivoryton, Milton Stie- 
fel will tee off the 22nd season at 
this Connecticut summer” spot. 
First booking is “Chocolate Sol- 
dier,” starring Ernest McChesney, 
p'aying the week of July 2. Other 
shows on the Stiefel agenda in- 
clude Lawrence Tibbett in “Rain.” 
SERNA RCI Aa SCN 


sa le from page 56 


“Susan and God,” | 


Other Barns 


r.-Me- 
linda Markey in “Susan and God,” 
Kay Francis in ‘Mirror, Mirror,” 


Joan Bennett and 


Carol Bruce in_ “Pal Joey,” and 
Eve Arden in “Here Today.” 

Jack Quinn unfuris his fifth 
season at Southbury Playhouse to- 
night (Tues.) with a resident coim- 
pany doing “Clutterbuck.” Among 
former Southbury troupers return- 
ing to the spot for another season 
are Peggy Noonan, Tom Palmer 
and Earl Dawson. 





‘Land’ In Albany 
‘ Albany,. June — 19. 

“Sing Out, Sweet Land,” Walter 
Kerr’s musical produced on Broad- 
way in 1945, will be the opening 
attraction of the Delmar Musical 
Showcase, new strawhatter, at 
' Bethlehem Central High School 
| Auditorium, starting July 3. It will 
irun for two weeks. 
Leads will be played by Steve 
Harbachick, concert artist, and 
| Lilian . Fields, nitery singer and 
| stock company actress. Shelley 
Lewis, an Albany girl, who ap- 
peared here last winter in the try- 
out of “Wear a New Face,” will be 





| ballerina and choreographer. Music 
the direction of | 
Warren Williams | 


| will be under 
Leonard Kastle. 
lis stager. 





Third Dutchess Season 


Poughkeepsie, June 19. 
The Dutchess Players, of the Six 
O’Clock Theatre in New York, 
open July 3 for their third season 
in the air-conditioned Cecilwood 
Theatre, Fishkill, near. here. Fred 
Stewart will direct, Robert Pas- 
chall will be stage -::anager, Dick 
Clark scene designer, Tom Watson 
lighting director and Lois Watson 
in charge of wardrobe. Joe Stevens 

and Tony Griswold will produce. 
The resident company will in- 
clude Joseph Anthony, Perry Wil- 











son, Sally Gracie, Philippa Bevans, 

















Cele egg yr Fred 
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and ant ee . Shows 
day Tuesday arbay el Satur- 
i nights at $1.80 re Ay ah bang the 
playing films and 
Monday nights. 
Michaux Getaway 
Harrisburg, Pa., June 19. 


Central Pennsyivania’ s newest 
summer theatre, a project of the 
Michaux Forest ‘Assn., will present 
its first production, “Three Men 
on a Horse,” beginning June. 22. 
Play, which will be produced by 
Kar! Genus, director of the Harris- 
burg Community Theatre, will be 
presented in the newly-constructed 
Michaux Theatre, midway. between 
Pine Grove Furnace and Caledonia. 





Malden Bridge Te Bow 
Malden Bridge, N. Y., June 19. 
The Malden Bridge Playhouse 
will open its season July 4 with 
John Van Druten’s “Old Acquaint- 
ance.” Strawhatter is operated by 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wood. Mrs. 
Wood (Eunice Osborne) is the di- 
rector, 

Scenic director this year will be 
Martin Gal, who comes to Malden 
Bridge from the U. of Texas. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(June 18-July 1) 








“Alice in Wonderland” (musical) 
—Grist Mili Playhouse, Andover, 
N. J. (18-23); Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa. (25-30). 

“Glad Tidings”—Salt Creek The- 
atre, Hinsdale, Ill. (22-30) (Re- 
viewed in Vartety, June 13, ,’51, 
under title “Sacred and Profane’’). 


“Love Revisited” — Westport 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse (25-30). 

“Miss Mabel” (revised version) 
—Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. (18-23); Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass. (25-30) 

“Stars in Your Eyes” (musical)— 
Worcester (Mass.). Drama Festival 
(19-24), 

“This. Is Livin’ ”—Musical Big 
Top, Oak Ridge, N. J. (26-1). 


ON IR OR EOE 














COMPANY OF 85 presented by 


BALLET THEATRE FOUNDATION 
BLEVINS DAVIS, President, 


Now enjoying great success 
in South America (where the 
tour has the cooperation of 
the Cultural Division of the 
State Department) and with 
@ second European visit 
scheduled for next Spring 
and Summer, A FEW OPEN 





DATES (in December and 
January only) are AVAIL- 


ABLE for the 1951-52 U. 


and Canadian tour of the 
world famous American... 


LUCIA CHASE end —— SMITH Directors 


IGOR YOUSKEVITCH * ALICIA ALONSO 
JOHN KRIZA + MARY ELLEN MOYLAN 


VANCE + ERIK BRUHN 


RUTH ANN KOESUN + ERIC BRAUN 
JEAN BABILEE - NATHAUE PHILIPPART 


R DATES & TERMS 


WRITE OR 


WIRE 


Lo bed 





WILLIAM FIELDS 


«| consum 


Girl Crazy 

impact in the main, inadequacy of 
dialog and weighty comedy sap 
much of the verve of this edition 
of “Girl C 

This first ‘the series of Gene 
Mann’s season offerings, which 
will shuttle between San Fran- 
cisco’s, Opera House and Los An- 
geles’ Greek Theatre for two-week 
stanzas each, places an excessive 
load on the shoulders of Mickey 
Rooney, who struggles through 
mostly with. inadequate support. 
Chief criticism is that the great 
songs are not greatly sung. 

Though Gloria Winters tries 
a gpese & there is an obvious lack 

rofessionalism as well as an 

ra equacy of vocal power. Mae 
Williams in a Mae West treatment 
of her role, while knowing her way 
around the stage, lacks singing and 
clarity. + Rooney, though projecting 
sincerity in his singing chores, 
loses in lyric stature: A comend- 
able comedy job in spite of) thin 
material is* turned in’ by . Huntz 
Hall. Chorus work and dancing 
are definitely of the upper bracket. 
A dance item by Wilda’ Bieber 
and Ben Vargas singles itself out 
for a top hand. Sets on rotating 
stages are highly colorful and dra- 
matic throughout. Ted. 





These Tender Mements 
Trenton, N. J., June 19. 


Trenton Civic Theatre production of 
musical in prolog and two acts G scenes); 
book and music by ‘Alan Blair. Directed 
by Charles Freeman. Settings. Howard 
Barker; musical arrangements and direc 
tion, Joe Sherman. At RKO Palace, Tren- 


ton, N. J., dune 12, ’51; $3.60 to 
DM te eke aces ustaceeces Walter Thomson 
Mary Lam@.. i. .sccecce ss see. Arlyne Frank 
MOOMOG . i066 68 050% Cocks: Hee Ruth Altman 
osita ......<..:..+++s..Charmion de Ved 
Captain Lassiter......... Morley Meredith 
DO RT reer res Grover Fuller 
Bek RAN ow Kew cnetneée es Douglas Conway 
A OP... dks +0 cbdeyes .. Regina Price 
Wallace Blanchard....:..... Julian Borris 
ORG a Eiko ad 555 0 dea thas Van Atkins 





Despite the fact that the Trenton 
Civic Theatre gave “These Tender 
Moments” a much better physical 
production than the musical actu- 
ally merited, it has no legit pros- 
pects as the show now stacks up. 
ct summer boxoffice chances are 
slim. 

The dull, undistinguished book 
with its clumpsy plot structure and 
trite dialog, is one of the show’s 
outstanding liabilities. Plot re- 
volves around a group of American 
girls who are stranded. in Darwin, 
Australia, shortly after: Pearl Har- 
bor. An Australian officer invited 
them to his ranch—and. of course, 
a group of American GI’s turn up 
to provide additional interest. 

Cast—both capable and~ hard- 
working—under the pedestrian di- 
rection of Charles Freeman, does 
the best it can with this flimsy 
mishmash. Regina Price is effec- 
tive as Ann Blair. Morley Meredith 
makes a fine Captain Lassiter. Wal- 
ter Thomson scores as Bob, dem- 
onstrating an excellent sense of 
timing and stage presence. Arlyne 
Frank puts across her role as Mary 
Lane in neat style. Special men- 


for her pert dance and portrayal 
of Rosita. 

Although by no means in the hit 
parade category, “These Tender 
Moments” proves one of the really 
good songs in the show. Another 
tuneful number is “Lucky Find.” 
Score, on the whole, is rather fair. 

On the credit side of the produc- 
tion are Howard Barker’s handsome 
settings—definitely suitable for 
Main Stem presentation. Shane, 





Ring Around the Ring 
Hollywood, June 13. 


Players’ Ring production of revue 
ive acts (19 scenes), Special material 
Sam_ Rosen, Paul} Nerat Sheldon Allman 
Production n c taphed and 
staged by . Musical ar- 
its bowsky and 
With. Miss we Katherine Steele, 
2 Freeman, Ted 


tt ae 


billed as a revue, this 
ion is actu- 





Altho 
Players’ 


scriptions to this newest of all-year 
central staging groups on the Coast. 
It bably serve its purpose. 
nd short on original mate- 
rial, d g upon re- 





” and “They Go Wild, Simply 
Wild, About Me,” all of which serve 
as the bases for seg 
sek sod Se ee ate h has a solo 
tic excerpts Wires 
Ring's ‘highly successf 


Plays Out of Town 


Continued from page 58 


as) next producti 


tion is rated by Charmion de Ved | ¢ 


; | community theatre 


mostly u 
such tunes as *Pienic,” 
“Old Ox] V. 





a_ Lifetime” and the other from 
“Dark of the paced: Slated to be 


ted, sank works h 
benecating considerable enthusi. 
asm. Troupers are frequently abie 
to make some of the material bet. 
ter than it is. Best of the new stuf 
are a pair of sketches, “English 
Minstrel Show” and “Dinner for 
One,” which open the show, and 
set a pace that promises more than 
is forthcoming from the remaining 
scenes. 

Mary McDonnell shines in a pair 
of dance routines but. misses in a 
third; Ring standbys Marvin Kap. 
lan, Kathleen Freeman, Ted Thorpe 
and Ben Strobach keep the skits 
rolling with a fine assist from Al 
Hurwitz, and Larry Salters hits the 
highspot with a “Hamlet” rea 
as it might be done by a_ borscht 
belt thespian. Kap. 


Heoeus Poeus 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Jack Carnes production (in association 
with Paul Chambers) of comedy in three 
acts (four scenes) by Harold M. Sherman. 
Stars Walter Kingsford, Directed by Larry 
Johns. Setting by Rita Glover. At Las 
Palmas, Hollywood, June 12, °51; $3.60 top. 
RE SO clcawdssvbas iveavewn Mickey Stone 
Gideon Cavendish. ...- Norman Rainey 
Hugo Greenfield ......... -Richard Bowler 
Jonathan Stedfast. . Arthur Lovejoy 
Prof. pmerics Smith. Walter Kingsford 
Anne Pain Mildr 


Son 
... Ben Kobiella 
” “Mariorie Bennett 
ah —— Bryar 


Byron Hallberg 
Mrs. Laura ART de . 
Mrs. Claribel Greenfield. 
Mrs. Myrtle Stedfast 


i 
Miss Celestine Winters: ...... Helen Noyes 
Donald Sawyer..........+0+:- Dick Grant 
Corky Evans... .....ccinca: Paul Brinegar 





Antics of the fat-and-fortyish 
femme followers of occult non- 
sense form the basis for this Har- 
old K. Sherman farce, but the po- 
tentialities are never realized. 
There’s nothing te interest either 
Broadway or Hollywood in the pro- 
duction. 

Story line deals with a — = of 
college town women who 
involved with a fake swami and i 

in to “vibrate” on a higher plane, 
fforts of one husband, a psychol- 
ogy professor, to bring them to 
their senses, become bogged down 
in a series of coincidences which 
convince the ladies that he has 
mystic power. Final scene includes 
a takeoff on a seance that fails to 
generate the expected interest. 

Badly cast and directed, the pro- 


‘duction by Jack Carnes, in associa- 


tion with Paul Chambers, limps 
along from cliche to cliche, Some 
of the action is embarrassing and 
the lines frequently sound like ex- 
cerpts from old blackouts. 

ript is the second false start 
this season for Sherman, his “The 
Great Man” having succumbed 
earlier. Kap. 


Organize College-Local | 
‘Strawhat, Milford, Conn, 
Milford, Conn., June 19. 
An effort to establish a col 


community theatrical project is 
ing made by the:Naine =P of talent 





or a season of stock on 
the grounds of Arnold‘ College, ‘n 


this Connecticut shoreline town. 
Plan has been set up in two four- 
week segments, '“My Sister 
Eileen” set to o ‘the season 
July 3. Second four-week phase 
gets under way July 31°and in- 
cludes “Voice of the Tartle,”: ae 


My Darling. Daughter,” ,, “Claudia 
and “Lady in the Dark.” 

A first-half enrollment of 180 
members of the project will be 
expanded to 225 for the second 
hase of the setup. Membership 

drawn from New Hayen, Bridge- 
in| port and Milford and intent is to 
establish a substan ms eel 
on, 


Current Road Shows 
(June 18-30) 
“Guys and } Dells” ae 


a (18-30). 
pe a 





-“Merty Winew": (Carl. 
Jane Pickens)—-Philharmohie 


Los les (18-30). 
at 
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Consumers Reports’ Ban — 
and Cincinnati lic 
Dayton Acme ar pub 


Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee, dated March 3, '51, five times 
cited Consumers Union of U. S., 
Inc., publisher of the magazine, as 
an alleged Communist front. . 

In Cincinnati, the magazine has 
been a recommended reference 
work in public schools. In Day- 
ton it has not been used in instruc- 
tional situations, but has been in 
the libraries of the high schools. 
Copies were removed and the sub- 
scriptions were cancelled. 

Spokesman for the publisher in 
New York said the charges of the 
Government wefe not justified. 
“We have fought against the cita- 
tion in both reports and will send 
material regarding our position,” 
he told Dayton reporters. 





Tide Mag Sold 

Tide, advertising trade weekly, 
has been bought by Modern Indus- 
try. Both publications will remain 
separate, but will share administra- 
tive, accounting and circulation de- 
partments. 

Reginald Clough will stay on as 
editor of Tide and’ Jacob F. Weintz 
remains as veepee. Alvah_ B, 
Wheeler, executive veepee of Mod- 
ern Industry, will handle Tide's 
business management. Clough and 
Raymond Rubicam, Tide’s  co- 
founder and board chairman, will 
be — to the Modern Industry 
board. 


Life’s Prideaux Trek 
Tom Prideaux, amusement edi- 
tor of Life mag, is combining busi- 
ness with his vacation in Europe. 
His four-week European junket 
will take in some “black-and-white” 
coverage of the British Festival, to 
tie in with some color stuff the pic- 
ture mag already has on file, Pri- 
deaux will do some Jacques Fath 
fashion coverage for the mag while 
on his current Paris stay, and will 

also include a visit to Rome. 


St, Louis Buy-Up 

The St. Louis Post Dispatch 
(Pulitzer) last week purchased the 
St. Louis Star-Times, its only rival 
in the local afternoon newspaper 
field, for an undisclosed sum. Ris- 
ing costs and shrinking revenue 
during the past five years were 
given by Elzey Roberts, owner of 
the Star-Times, as reasons for the 
sale, The deal does not include 
the Star-Times building, which will 








be converted into an office build- | ©® 


ing, or stations KXOK and KXOK- 
FM, also owned by the Star-Times. 

With the Globe-Democrat the 
only a.m, sheet here, St. Louis, 
with a population of more than 
850,000, will have but two daily 


news The Star-Times be- 
eae Sa “May 4 84 d 
Sun y 4,’ an 
continued publication under vari- 
ous tags. 1932 the Star pur- 


chased the St. ‘Louis Times, an- | Piece 


other p.m. and then became 
known as the Times. 


NBC Utley’s Column 

Chicago NBC commentator Clif- 
ton Utley this week launched a 
column on foreign affairs in the 
Chi Sun-Times, rep] Wal- 
ter Lipp: *s pillar while the 
latter es a leave of absence 
from, his column. chores to write a 





Utley served for 11 years as 
head of the Chicago Council of 
Foreign Relations prior to his join- 
ing the network. - 


N.Y. Post Names Manson Gen. Mer. 





_ Vet of 17 with The New 
bbe Post, Manson aa 

named manager o 
the afternoon’ dally by Derothy 
Schiff, the pu . He was 


moved up from the post of assist- 
“"namsed’ dotough tke yesin has 
held a num of Post exed edi- 
torial j and onetime was also 
the n ) editor, 
University Players’ Stery 
“But Not F ‘ # 
ane vd ‘orgotten; one Adven 


B 
Windust and the late Ross Alex- 
ander. 


Author is a Broadway director. 
Seventeen On ‘Seventeen’ 
mag is 





eh 


ua 
teen,” | 
Broadway this 


sth gazine 
sociates. University Players in- 

cl Fo James Stew- 

art, ' n, Sul- 1 issue 
— Kent th, at- | Stating 


ment eidtor Ed Miller flew to Bos- 
ton- for. the Hub opening and 
whipped up a piece for the August 


July number will feature a two- 
page out which is an institu- 
tional pitch for the film industry, 
d ag to sell pix to the teenage 
market. 


Salisbury On Comics 
Gerald H.- Salisbury, managing 
editor of Aibany (N. Y.) Knicker- 
bocker News, has been appointed 
special consultant to the joint N. Y. 
legislative committee investigating 
comic books. Assemblyman Joseph 
F. Carlino, of Long Beach, commit- 





Rome (N.Y) Gets Barn; 


Rome, N. Y., June 19. 
First attempt to this Mohawk 
Valley industrial of 42,000 on 
the strawhat ma be 
tonight (19), when the recently in- 
co Theatre 


opens ‘pete ed 

with “June Made,” in a 200-sea 
upstairs house at 219 East Domi- 
nick St, 

The company, composed. chiefiy 
of students and graduates of Syra- 
cuse University, has given per- 
formances in the Syracuse area, 
Bridgeport and Oneida Castle. Its 
director is Gerry Reidenbaugh, who 
has been associated with the Syra- 


ws es — Se ee ee : y - woke te mone -_ 





{ SCULLY'S SCRAPBOOK 











By.Frank Scully 
3 Hollywood, June 15. 


Jean Renoir’s production of “The. River,” now in release, the first 
picture in color made in India ty Hollywood, has more claims to special 
attention than mere primacy. It’s a very soothing picture and should 


t | do a lot to calm the nerves of people far to the east and to the west of 


Rumer Godden’s symbolical stream. 

I don’t know what effect making the picture had on Tom Breen, who 
plays the male lead, or Arthur Shields, or Esmond Knight, or Norah 
Swinburne, but it had a very definite effect on Renoir’s eating habits, 

Radha Sri Ram of Madras, who is the featured dancer in the picture, 
is a Brahmin and has never touched meat or fish. The Renoirs brought 
her-back from India and out of respect of her religious scruples, they 





cuse U. faculty in the drama de- 
partment. Alvin C. Goddard is pro- | 


duction manager; Robert Teidel-| 





tee chairman, said Salisbury would 
represent the publishing industry 
with respect to the probiems of 


press. 


port last March, recommended that 
the comic book industry clean 
house or face state regulation. 


Barn Supplement 

The 1951’ Supplement for their 
“Blueprint for Summer. Theatre,” 
edited by Richard Beckhard and 
John Effrat (John Richard Press; 
$1.50), the fourth anhual revise of 
the “Blueprint” first issued by the 
same collaborators in 1948, is a 
data-packed booklet that has com- 
paratively little “filler” and few 
obvious omissions. 

Among the more useful features 
are directories of winter and sum- 
mer stock companies, lists of 1950 
stock tryouts, 1950 guestar appear- 
ances, reprints of Variety and Bill- 
board reviews of 1950 tryouts, Sun- 
day ad rates, circulation figures, 
names of drama editors of news- 
papers in key towns,.and several 
special articles (others seem in the 
so-what category). One of the best 
aspects of the book is the care with 
which it has been compiled and 
edited—there are apparently few 
factual errors. - Hobe. 


CHATTER 

Maurice Zolotow profiling Sam 
Levenson for Satevepost. 

Richard B. Gehman , profiling 
Georgie Solitaire for True. 

Gene Schoor appointed publicity 
director for Long Beach, N. Y. 

W. B. Courtney, ex-Collier’s staf- 
fer, doing aviation piece for Ar- 
gosy. 

N. Y¥. Post publisher Dorothy 
Schiff to Europe and Israel this 
week. : ; 

Martin Scott readying piece on 
Farley Granger for girl’s magazine, 








mpact, 

Simon & Schuster publishing “A 
Profile of China,” by Lynn and 
Amos Landman. 

Nation’s Business editors in New 
York from Washington for con- 
ferences with writers. 

Richard McLaughlin writin 
article on late novelist Nathanie 
West for Theatre Arts. — 

Jack O'Brian, TV editor of N. Y, 
Journal-American, doing magazine 
on Arthur Godfrey. 

Stuyvesant Van Veen, City Col- 
lege lecturer, has finished his- 
pa ed burlesque. Mrs. Van Veen 


rated. 

Holiday mag, in its July issue, 
marking the 10th anni of Lou 
Walters’ Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
with a pic spread, : 

August Theatre Arts features a 

iece on H , with different 
acets written Lloyd Shearer, 
Hollis Alpert, ard Morehouse. 
John Chapman and Arthur Knight. 

Bill Ornstein, Metro press con- 
tact, has another of his stories 

ublished in the American Jewish 

mes Outlook. Latest, appear- 

i in June issue, is entitled 
x (the Shamus) Klein.” 

miauie and Moe Gale; pro see 

managers, profiled r 

World (Negro) mag for August un- 

der title “The. Fabulous Gales.” 


es 
, N. YY. corre- 


oe for Liberty, Cana- 
mag, to Chi to inter- 
view J Article is 








The committee, in an interim. re- | 


"fo Wosephine) Baker tak NY proposed 


Rocky | 


baum, technical director; 
Hoffman, business manager; Elaine | 







ANTA-Breen 


Lamas Continued from page 56 





they are not members of the ANTA 
staff. or employed to perform staff 
duties, he said. 

Discrepancies 


There are numerous discrepan- 
cies in the vafious accounts of 
Breen’s resignation. Breen him- 
self confirmed reports that he had 
first submitted his resignation last 
January, on the ground that with 
the report of the National Theatre 
Assembly, his work was finished. 
He again told the executive com- 
mittee he was quitting at last 
month’s meeting. He contradicts 
Campbell’s statement that the lat- 
ter had known nothing of the sec- 
ond resignation until he (Camp- 
bell) read of it in the papers. 
Breen asserts that he (Breen) had 
discussed the matter at length with 
the board chairman. 

Breen also revealed that follow- 
ing his second resignation to the 
executive committee, the matter 
was reported to the full board 
meeting May 21. But he adds 
that he was out of the room on a 
long-distance phone call when 
the matter was discussed, and 
did not know until later, when 
he read the minutes of the meet- 
ing, that the reason for his resig- 
nation had not been mentioned to 
the board. He flatly denies Camp- 
bell’s assertion that the latter 
doesn’t know why he resigned, un- 
less it was due to a mistaken idea 
that the board favored a policy of 
curtailment. 

AccordingS to Campbell, the 
board is trying to re-evaluate the 
various ANTA activities and serv- 
ices to miake the organization more 
efficient. .A financial manager, 
Christian Westphalen, has been 
hired at $8,000 a year to carry 
out the survey and permanently 
handle ANTA business affairs. 
Campbell added that when the or- 
Zanization can afford it a paid ex- 
ecutive director or executive vice- 
president would be hired to take 
charge of ANTA’s creative and 
service activities. . 


Meanwhile, it has been learned 
from another board member that 
Davis, in donating funds for the 
operation of the Play Series, had 
included specific amounts as a sal- 
ary for Breen, at least two assist- 
ants, and $12,000 as a year’s sal- 
ary for Campbell as executive-sec- 


retary. However, although the 
board chairman is _ currently 
doubling as exec-sec since Breen’s 


resignation, he has not taken the 
salary. 


Campbell ‘told Vanrery that the 
only item on the agenda for yes- 


terday’s board 1 was a re- 
port to be submitted by n on 
‘the last season Series and a 

' m next season 
But Breen e had in- 


on basic ANTA policy, and 

that he would not accept the posi- 

tion of director-of the Play Series 

until the board -specifies his re- 
sponsibilities and authority. 
Jehlousy & Spite? . 

Possibility that jealousy and per- 

haps even te might 


spi 
have been factprs in the situation 
’s resignation 








a plan until the board clarifies its |-C° 
attitude 


became vegetarians. 

I doubt if they'll keep it up, now that she has married and gone on 
her peaceful way, but it wouldn’t be a bad idea if they did. In fact, if 
everybody would go on a sitdown strike while the packers and stock 
ranchers are on theirs, it night knock some sense into our stickup 


censorship and the fundamental | Reidenbaugh, boxoffice director.  ¢conomy. 


liberties and responsibilities of the | 


It might not be a bad idea if with @very load of grain shipped to 
India a quota of Brahmins were brought back and brigaded with beef- 
eating families till prices came qpwn within reason., I'd buy such a 
| dream. , 


| I don’t know how long I could hold out, but I feel I could hold out 
: |as long as Renoir did. After all, he was raised on the Riviera in an 
especially for the Play Series, and | era when restaurants would serve as many as 14 hors d'oeuvres variees 


| hot, and 14 hors d’oeuvres variees cold, before getting down to the 
|main part of the meal. A huge, heavy-set Frenchman, he looks as if 
| he could coast for years and still look nearer Tunney than Gandhi. 

Feeling he would enjoy a meal‘at Bedside Manor because of its treas- 
iures from Old Provence, we invited him to lunch. A huge buffet 
| which had been through two wars and two strikes, and took three years 
| to get from Nice to Hollywood, is our chief treasure. It ran through 
|such a paper war that every now and then banks from Marseilles to 
| Manhattan tell us that if we don’t pay the charges they will take it out 
| of storage and sell it at public auction. 

They don’t seem to know we have had it in our possession for years. 
They think they still have it in a bonded warehouse. We haven't 
bothered to tell them how things stand. More fun. 

; Two-Time Tickers 
_ The buffet has a clock that strikes the hour and then, a minute later, 
strikes it again. This is for people who didn’t pay attention the first 
time. I don’t know how old it is, but they stopped making these clocks 
200 years ago. The clock has five parts and keep better time than the 
Naval Observatory's. In addition to this huge proverfcale buffet dating 
back to the.17th century, we have Basque linen, and serve a salade 
nicoise and other dishes native to the peasants of the Riviera hills. Of 
course, Renoir could get these at home, but I thought he would enjoy 
seeing that he could get them elsewhere, too. 

“This house I have seen many times,” he said. “When looking for 
Beulah Bondi’s house I often get lost and it seems I always end up 
here. What sort of architecture is this?” 

“It’s Provencale moderne,” I told him. > 

He laughed. I had been using the gag for years but most people 
were impressed instead of amused. I finally found a Frenchman who 
could appreciate how ludicrous the description was. 

‘ The Dogs of Fratce 

He himself had been raised in a Mas Provencale at Cagnes. Cagnes 
is a small Saracenic hill town between Nice and Cannes. Cagnes means 
female dog in Nicois. Oddly, Renoir once made a picture called “La 
Chienne,” which means the same thing in French. 

Jean spent his boyhood in Cagnes His father, Pierre Auguste Renoir, 
had a studio‘there. In many of his father’s paintings you will see Jean 
as f little boy with long reddish hair. Today it is thin, and, what is left 
of it, gray. 

I told him of a.trip we took with Leopold Godowsky to see the hill- 
top home of the Renoirs. The visit had all the attributes of a good 
picture chase. Dagmar Godowsky and her mother were about ready to 
take the Blue Train from Nice to Paris when Papa Godowsky heard 
about the proximity of the Renoir place. He learned that he could 
visit it and. pick up the train at Cannes, 30 miles to the west of Nice. 
He asked if we could drive him to Cagnes and then deliver him at 
Cannes in time to.catch the train which his wife and daughter had 
previously boarded at Nice. 

Alice and I said we could, but it wouldn’t leave much time to tour 
around Cagnes. When we reached the hill town, Godowsky € so 
fascinated that he darted in and out of places like a fox terrier. He 
was particularly fascinated by the Renoir house, 

; Cuts To the Chase 

Finally we had to drag him out and race down the mountain side 
toward Cannes. As usually happens when you're rushed, we suffered a 
flat tire. Godowsky became so worried, especially on realizing that he 
had the railroad tickets for not only himself but his wife and daughter, 
that we finally heaved him aboard a passing truck. 

As we returned to changing the tire, we saw him running down the 
road toward us. It seems he had forgotten Dagmar’s of The New 
York Times, Sunday edition. We wrapped that around him and hur- 
ried him back to the truck. 

The driver of the camion, befng French, and therefore having a great 
charity toward all children of art, explained that he had goods to de- 
liver at Juan les Pins, which was on the way to Cannes, but that could 
wait till later. His first task was to deliver the great Godowsky to the 
train in Cannes, which he did. 


“The River” has ng chase quite equal to this. In fact, it is a leisurely 
story of a way of life, very dissimilar to our own as lived i the 
banks of the Hooghly river. There the east and the west, e 


Kipling, do meet, and they meet under most peaceful conditions. When- 
ever a conflict arises in the picture it can’ be traced to something higher 
than man’s baser instinets, STAG Z 


ng. The Kali Puja ceremony, its 
in the river, is, I believé, filmed for the first 
time, though there may have been something like this in O’Flaherty’s 
“Elephant Boy.” Most unusual is a dance sequence of the mafriage 
ra veg the gods Krishna and Radha, in which Radha Sri Ram is fea- 
ured, ; 

The story essentially is of three girls, all of whom fell in love with 
the same_young American who, having lost a leg in the war (Tom Breen 
actually lost a leg in combat), is just drifting, trying. very hard not to 
find a place to settle down. Renoir thinks a lot of the performance 











Breen has turned in. 
f during that time, dis- Breen at yesterday’s meeting 
nn tor tai elie Sasbaber ea bs He Indicted that Whitehead fg 
act” of -self-glorification. te tor atadibon, . ro 
that Robert White-| ing for a tor the sake 
head root “Member of the | of trying to | ANTA on a 
a sueetien”™ and other | solid basis. Breen urged 
gee tee ye en gt ag Me 
least for a year or 80, was offered | be an ideal cheice for the spot. 
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pest, hekne 
to dian: ea oe ag mange uncle, 
Red Skelton hits town tomorrow 


(Thurs.) en route to London for 
Palladium engagement, 

Warner t Laura Weber, 13- 
year-old TV performer and daugh- 
ter of Louis M. Weber, attorney 
for Skouras Theatres, 

Fred C. Schang, Jr., prez of Co- 
lumbia Artists Mgt., off to Europe 
next Tuesday (26) on a six-week 
trip. Will scout talent in Italy. 

Lita Kalcheim, daughter of the 
William Morris Agency’s Nat 
cheim, announced her engagement 
to Mike Roberts, med student at 
Syracuse U. 

Kathy Beaumont, the voice | of 
Alice in “Alice in Wonderland,” in 
town today (Wed.). for TV and ra- 
dio appearance. Film opens at ‘the 
Criterion in A 

Charles Conaway is this week 
opening his own office as a talent 
agent. He was with the Max Rich- 
ards agency past two years special- 
izing in legit, clubs and TV. 

Nicholas Brodsky and Sammy 
Cahn, Metro’ songwriting team, 
here for radio and TV appearances 
in connection with their score for 
“Rich, Young and Pretty” film. 

Henry Frankel, former Para- 
mount theatres booker, busy lately 
with his second profession, com- 
mercial photography, just did an 
industrial job for Compton agency. 

Robert E. Sherwood’s current 
stay at St. Regis is for fortnight 
only. After rewrites on his new 
play he returns to his home in 

ngland where he summers regu- 
larly. 

Producer Sam Marx back to the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.) following a 

Y. stopover. He had been in 
Paris and Vienna,to supervise lens- 
ing of backgrounds of “European 
Edition.” 

Mrs. Sam Goldwyn flew back to 
the Coast Sunday (17) night after 
a week confabbing with authors 
and actors. She heads for Paris in 
tMmid-July to be present at the birth 
of Sam, Jr.’s baby. 

Jacob Wilk, former eastern story 

editor for Warner Bros. and re- 
cently assigned to handle special 
story my ree leaves 
(Wed.) for the company’s Burbank 
studios to start in his new post. 
* Communications Materials Cen- 
ter, which Erik Barnouw runs at 
Columbia U, has new “comic” 
book dealing with high school 
reefer problem, Same Center pre- 
viously attacked VD problem via 
a jukebox ballad recording. 

Current N. Y. Supreme Court 
jury panel has hefty. show biz rep- 
resentation. Included are Sam 
Bramson, of the William Morris 
agency; param nage Eddie — 
Kudner ad agency veepee Myron P 
Kirk, and agent Doc Bender. 

Robin Levinson, daughter of 
scripter Leonard L. Levinson, sails 
July 3 for summer session at the 
Sorbonne, Paris, then to England 
for a Festival flash before return- 


ing to N. Y. and Barnard, where 
she enters as a junior in the fall. 
Screen Directors Guild of New 
York launching a series pk blic 
film forums at which e for 
forei distribution - “different 
branches of the U. S. rnment 


be shown. Leadoff program 

will be held tomorrow night 

(Thurs.) at Museum of Modern Art. 
a on 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Eric Correa’s band into Statler’s 
Terrace Room for summer. 

Bill Boehm, Alpine Village’s 
tenor, took three days off to sing 
lead in “Merry Widow” for Canton 
Opera Guild. 


sonra Carroll and John Gormon, | Du 


team, topping Skyway 
Clu ’s new show set up by Fr; 
_ Yankovic, spot’s new hendicanter. 





Kal- | den 


today ' 


of sachasive first-run and still 


‘ vee, A. Biondo of Cine Onda, 
Rome, meeting wife here after 
John B. Nathan, Paramount 
European chief, with his two sons 
off to U. S. for three weeks. 


. pam Aca goond wbvious- 
not su "rable" and 
halter ed “13 A La Table” and 

an operetta, “Vendredi 13.” 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Oscar Dymont, the Sunset Beach 
ballroom maestro, has started a 
disk jockey show on-WKDN, Cam- 





Eilwood Hays, son of bandleader 
Billy Hays, has been named 
branch manager for the Decca Dis- 
tributing Corp., to succeeed John 
Little, Jr., who resigns June 22. 


Max Olshon, banquet manager of 
the Chateau Crillon here, has shift- 


tel, Atlantic City, where he’ll man- 
Age the cabana and supper clubs. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer _—_ 
Festivals drew 70,000 day ni 
(15) to attend a concert featu ~— 
such various stars as Perry Como, 
Meredith Willson, Benny Good- 
man, Alexander Smallens, Mindy 
Carson, Duke Ellington, the Wash- 
ington Redskins band and the 
Ferko String band. 


By Lary Solloway 
Alan Gale re his Celebrity 
Club today (We 
“Ice Vogues of ’51’’ booked into 
Beach Municipal Auditorium June 
29 


Wometco’s promotion-managerial 
exec Sonny Shepard back at desk 
after a long illness. 

Norma Talmadge living in Ft. 
Lauderdale winters, planning to 
spend summer there. 


Roosevelt Theater will install 
legit policy early in July, with 
“Streetcar Named Desire” first 
attraction. 


Saxony Hotel brings in full-scale 
revue, “The Frantic Thirties,” 
written and staged by Mervyn 
Nelson, June 29. Production will 
be outdoors, with special sliding 
stage over the pool. 


The Vagabonds preem their new 
Vagabonds Club on site of Club 
Bali (Biscayne Blvd., on the main- 
land) today (Wed.), with Steve 
Condos and Jerry Brandow and 
the De Marco Sisters in supporting 
show. oo rebuilt at cost of close 
to $75, 

First Copa City legit show comes 
in. early July. Will be tryout of 
“Murder, Inc.,” new play with 
Lionel Stander featured. Sandy 
Scott, connected with last sum- 
mer’s stock series, will again co- 
“| produce, this time with Murray 
Weinger and Ned Schuyler. 


. Israel 


Under direction of choreographer 
Gertrud Kraus, the newly-formed 
Israel ballet Theatre ed its 
premiere: recently at the bimah 


rie Tel Aviv. 
bie § Spivako , violinist, has 
arriv or a series of 


in Israel 

concerts. He'll do recitals and 
appear with the Israel Philhar- 
monic. 

Paul Paray, French conductor, 
left Israel after conducting a series 
of Israel Philharmonic concerts. 
Paray will visit South America 
before continuing to the U. S._ 





ed to the Warwick-Apartment-Ho- : 


P«*strawhatter” 


Naunton Wayne prepping vaude 
act for Val Parnell. 

‘Georgie -in hospital for ob-- 
ness. 

Mme. Andree Sandrini, operator 
of Paris Bal Tabarin, in London on 
talent search. 

Ann Blyth sailed after com 
ing ner role in 20th-Fox’s “ ouse 

re.’ 


Buster Keaton’s contract with 
Stoll Theatres is for eight weeks 
with option. 


Charles L. Tucker booked Ro- 


mayne and Brent to open new 
floorshow at Steven’s otel in 
August. 


Basil Litchfield succeeds Ken- 
neth Hargreaves as secretary of 
20th-Fox, promotion carrying a 
seat on the boar 


Ethel Le Vane here to. discuss 
ballet presentation of “Atlantic 
Crossing” for tour. Hopes to star 
Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin. 
Charlie Chester turning down 
whole year’s contract in TV for 
Ronnie Waldman as he is consider- 
ing an offer to do series of tele pro- 
grams in U. S. 


Ibsen’s “Ghosts” was revived at 
the Embassy last week for a limited 
run, ._ Robert Mitchell directed the 
production which stars Douglass 
Montgomery and Beatrix Lehmann. 

The new Dorothy and Campbell 
Christie play, “Come Live With 
Me,” comes into the Vaudeville on 
June 21, following the short-lived 
“Thistle and Rose.” Jessie Royce 
gas and Francis Lister head the 
cast, 


Godfrey Tearle returning to the 
stage in a revival of Pinero’s play, 
“His House In Order,” to be p 
sented by Henry Sherek at ‘the 
New Theatre, July 9. Tearle was 
understudy to Sir George Alexan- 
der who created the role in 1906. 
Mary Kerridge and Sebastian Shaw 
head the support. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


“Harvey” opened Old Log 
season. 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre’ s next 
offering, “Twin Beds.’ 


Jules Herman into Prom Ball- 
room for four nights. 


Lionel Hampton orch gave jazz 
concert at Auditorium. 

Blue Barron underlined — for 
Prom Ballroom one-nighter. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room 
abandoning floorshows for summer. 

Harry Ranch’s comedy band and 
Billy Farrell, singer, into Flame 
nitery. 

St. Paul Flame has - Joh 
Hodges and “His Duke Ellin x 
All-Stars.” 

Curly’s nitery adoffting policy of 
elaborate revues with mixed line 
of four each. 

St. Paul Auditorium’s annual 
summer pop concert season to 
start July 11. : 

Dave Moore, local radio an- 
nouncer, won five-day trip to New 
York to appear on “Hollywood 
Screen Tests” TV. show. 

Bob Hope spent afternoon before 
ev Auditorium performance 
playing golf with Wes Fesler, U. 
of Minnesota football coach. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Universal stars Piper Laurie and 
Tony Curtis in town Monday (18) 
to thump their latest film. 

Sally paced in So ey (Wed.) for 
Pn A a reem of 
“Hard, oe and Beautiful.” 

Loew exec Oscar Doob an inter- 
ested spectator at RKO Keith's 
televising of Louis-Savold bout, 

Josephine Baker due here July 
2 for a concert at Armory for ben- 
oo xa National Council of Negro 


"Pane the ie. Universal four- 
(hus) a in eoereray 








Marguerite Wadsworth, daughter | for WMID for few , leav- to spo with 

of Handel Wadsworth, Cleveland resort for Yor na) and 
maestro, and Robert Raw. and ig crowd at o of Frank Fs gasaee at a bond rally. « 
Robert nstein, from use, | Benevento’s : Fri- Joel Ingrekiced to Phil 
; lead roles in Cain Park’s| day (15). Over 1 ,000 invested | of Loew's to Phil 
summer musical, “ Mill,” | in down-beach spot. adelphia last week to arrange par- 
starting June 25. Jack Beck opened Globe Bur- ; ti of band in 
lesque Friday (15) for another sea- | Ph Iphia Inquirer’s Music Fes- 

. son. Ann Arbor featured in first | tival. 
Paris offering of weekly bill with Sammy 


y Maxime de Beix 
(33 "Bled. Montparnasse ) 
ee Bros. now at the Drap 


Bailerina Micheline Bardin doing 
a radio stint. 

Jacques Prevert finishing up his 
legiter, ‘““Hectaombe.” 

Gaby Andreu to Italy for role in 
pic, “La Reine De Saba 

Deems Taylor off to London 
ates Per short = in Paris. 
Italian pic in *Paris 

: “Lover 


” Davis into} 
nitery. 


Smith and Dick chards. 


San Francisco 
By Ted Friend 

Red Mueller, KNBC newsman, to 
Asia to get news. 

North Coast execs Sherrill Cor- 
won and Harold Citron in from 
L, A. for confabs. 

The Fred Johnsons (he’s Call 


Broadway looksee. 
Co 





Je newest 
disk jo Pe oy the 
Huntin on. Noe Hike 
duie June 27 for | © 
opening of “Strangers on a Train.” 
Vaughan at Ciro’s. 


Bulletin drama critic) due in from | J 





Bucks County, Pa. 


- By Justin Herman 

Moss Hart, Kitty Carlisle are 
home from overseas. 

John Sloper, stage manager of 
8 Theatre, Saratoga Springs, in 
friends to see “Clutterbuck.” 

George S. Kaufmanmand Leueen 
MacGarth, back from Coast, sked- 
set, to depart for Europe in early 


Riexsaden a. Ince, who plans 2 sto 


fall uction of. “Miss in 
Rew York "eyed. that piece’s local 


ghee Gorden. Poel 
be Ao Sunny, member of cuueet iets @ae'l 


ed of Boston Traveler, down 





Bucks County Playhouse ‘technical 


Uther. ag ge son of Mary 
Martin av her first marriage, on 


of . Lambertville 
‘Cireus, appeared in “Desert 


Excellent biz last week at both 

Music Circus and Playhouse de- 
spite oontinpos, Sad weetnee. na 
cus repo: sellou ursday 
matinee and better second week 
than last year. 

Allen and Alice Ward, with as- 
sist by local backers, taking over 
Gazette, . county weekly, from 
founders Charlie Evans and-Walter 
Teller, now involved in other en- 
terprises. Evans, a local artist, is 
currently set designer for Music 
Circus in Lambertville and Miami, 
as he has been for past several 
seasons, Teller, who has just 
turned out biographical volume 
with Nantucket yey wants 
to concentrate on books. 


e 
Chicago 

Victor Borge in town last week 
playing convention date. 

Film player Wallace Ford in this 
week to plug “He Ran All the way.” 

Ringling Bros. Circus kicks off 
at Soldier Field July 18 for one 
week. 

North Shore Music- in - Round 
bowed last week for season with 
“Showboat.” 


Mrs. John Alden Carpenter, wife 
of late Chi composer, and daughter 
on European trek. 

Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff in town 
last week to address Catholie The-» 
atre Conference at Mundelein: 
College. 

Marshall Migatz’ Salt Creek 
strawhatter bows Friday (22) with 
Melvyn Douglas and Signe Hasso 
in “Glad Tidings.” _ 

Mrs. Spencer Tracy was awarded 
honorary degree from Northwest- 
ern U, last week for her work as 
founder of John Tracy clinic. 


Purple Heart Cruise, sponsored 
by Chi eop- 





Sun-Times scribe Irv 
cinet, was navigated last week by 
Weavers, Nip Nelson, chirps Doris 
Drew and Jeri Southern, and 
emcee Joe Wallace. Yearly Lake 
Michigan cruise hosts hospitalized 
vets from this area. 


Havana 


Singer Rosemary Clooney stopped 
in Havana for two-day vacation be- 
fore opening at Olympia Theatre, 
Miami. 

Borah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals will follow the George Ar- 
noid ice show into the Tropicana 
nightclub. 

Carlyle Productions, Inc., formed 
here to make films in Cuba in both 

English and Spanish. Pix will be 
shot twice th bi-lingual cast; 
once in English for U. S. distribu- 
tion, and in Spanish for South 
America. 





By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Jules Dassin here from Paris. 
William C. Tubbs signed for role 

on Skins,” to made in 


John Cromwell in for a few days 
on _ wey to Paris after vacation 


ae a Ballerino, casting up -for 
Metro, here to take over work on 
“When in Rome.” 

Clarence Brown, who will take 
over directorial duties of “When in 
Rome,” arrived here recently. 


By Edward Quinn 
Jack Carter at Eden Roc on va- 


cation. 
shooting 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Audrey Hepburn," Lond n’s tri 
u ndon’s tri- 
1 actress, also over here to 

work in same pic. - 

Charles Trenet finished work on 
film, “Bouquet de Joie,” a musical 
which also stars Thilda Thamar. 

Monte Carlo’s ee. Club, 
beach hotels and “fourist sex 
ping for expected to 


* Michelle Farmer in Monte Car- 
lo, where he is “We Are 
Going to Monte Carlo,” with 
French cast. 


Bi ‘e | 








y Fred Woodress 
Dr. Charlotte - Paw gant U. of Wash-|N. Y 


ington Drama Dept., has been hired 
for the summer to teach drama at 


ci grouds, . 

pb iy O'Keefe and _ Pine- 
Thomas publicist A. C. Lyles, Jr., 
here on - pouanern 


pped 
plugging “Pussage West.” 


bankru 
+-~Fitimore Lash 


tour | Miriam 
| placta 


fe oc ath 8 0 UR RR my = 


_. ~ Hollywood 


Martin Mooney filed a petition in ; 
p 
recovering: aft 
major surgery. as 


Jack Lait arrived in town for his 
annual summer stay. 

Mervyn Le back at work 
Metro after pie Poco; * 

Julian Lesser back in town after 
two months in London. 


Mike Frankovich in from Italy 
for biz huddles at. Rep. 

Joan Evans was graduated from 
University High School. 


Gene Gach elected Fag of Log 
Angeles Publicity Clu 

Stepin Fetchit back in town after 
13 years to resume film work. 


Mel Ferrer trekked to La Jolla 
to set up the Playhouse season. 

Ed Beck resumed his field ex. 
ploitation job with Metro exchange, 


Stan Laurel recove at home 
after surgery at Glendale Sani. 
tariunmi. 


Robert L. Lippert mending at 
Cedars of Lebanon after pow von 
surgery. e 

Phil Ryan returned to the agency 
business as an associate of Charles 
Wendling. 


Sam Goldwyn upped Gus Schroe- 
der from location manager to pro- 
duction manager. 


Joe Hazen checked in from N. Y, 
for huddies with Hal Wallis on up 
coming production. ; he 

Jan Sterling planed to Rome fe 
join hubby Paul Douglas, who's 
making a film there. 

Sol Fielding, assistant to Metro 
producer Richard Goldstone, upped 
to full producer status. 

Viola Swisher, widow of UP’s 
Harold Swisher, doing public re- 
lations for “The River.” 

Dayid A. Lipton back at his desk 
after a fortnight in N. Y. huddling 
with UI homeoffice execs, 

Milton Gunzburg bought a small 
studio for production of his Natural 
Vision three-dimersional pix. 

Stanley Rubin returned . from 
Paris and checked in at 20th te 
rae his new producer-writer con- 

rac 

Carl Brisson winds up his “‘Mer- 
ry Widow” stint this week and 
preps for concerts in Sweden and 
Norway. 

Gene Autry bought a former su- 
perenne’ and is remodeling as a 

eadquarters for his various busi- 
ness —< rises. 

Fred Zinnemann producing-di- 
recting a three-reel documentary 
* : aremsodat to show workings of 

eee: Hospital. 

Karloff named to Screen 
ames Guild board as alternate to 
Robert Preston, who’s currently in 
“20th Century” on Broadway. 

Lenser Gilbert Warrenton back 
from three months’ supervision of 
photographic unit which filmed the 
A-bomb tests in the Pacific. 

Lee W. Weber bought 
Floyd Hopkins to ™ Ho 
meg be service solo while Hop- 

om sae staff of San Bruno Even- 


Herald. : 

vid O. hag ry filed suit 
ET} Bambi Linn to PE gas ver 
$1,100 etna paid dancer 
a i947 BAS, and attach 
salary with Rod Al 
coanut Grove. 4 


i 





con cheombers (25 


Pat Tiozzo, usher at White Barn 
Theatre last summer; promoted to 
the boxoffice. 

Nino Nanni back at the Monte 
Carlo for his third time at Alan 
Clark’s room 

Vladimir "Bakaleinikoff will con- 
duct NBC Sym on US Steel 
Hour Aug. 5. ! - 


Deejay Dave *s son, Dave, 
J ted 
x, tke vest 


on ‘a South 


WDTV 
for role in “Bitter- 
tt Sta next week. 


’s sister 
and 92-year-old mother 
from and e 


brated their silver wedding anni- 
versary. 
iam ‘Sage Dancers has left - 
e Dancers; Ann Marie, 
ae, Casino in Philly, re- 
‘Norma, Winters, Barn 
Yeading lady two vides ago, 


fro 
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or VAIL in 
live Vail, 47, former 
ie operator of a dance pre get 
hool in Cincinnati for 10 years, 
died June 14. in Cincinnati. After 
studying under Ned Wi burn she 
appeared in editions , George 
White’s Scandals” and “Ziegfeld 
Follies” before entering vaudeville. 
In 1931 she danced in the “Spirit 
of Notre Dame” film. In recent 
ars had been a postal employee 
in Washington, D. C. 
She leaves her husband, Law- 
rence Herschfield. - . 


JOSEPH HORNSTEIN 

Joseph Hornstein, 65, prexy of 
Joe Hornstein, Inc., N. Y¥. motion 
picture equipment distributors, 
died June 17 in New York. Horn- 
stein supplied equipment to most 
of New York’s larger motion pic- 
ture theatres and many show spots 
aground the country, and also had 
offices in Miami and St. Louis. A 
pioneer in the industry, he catered 
to nickelodions at the start of his 
career. 4 

Survived by wife, 
and a sister. 


three sons 





HENRY R. SORENSON 

Henry R. Sorenson, manager of 
the Ethel Barrymore _ Theatre, 
N. Y., died June 16 in New York 
after a long illness. Sorenson had 
peen with Lee and J. J. Shubert 
for managing the 
Forty-Fourth St., National, Cen- 
tury, Royale and Winter Garden. 
He had previously managed lead- 
ing hotels of the Knott Corp. in 
New York and Detroit. 

Surviving are his 
daughter. 


JOHN LAYCOCK 

John Laycock, 36, Australian 
publicity man, died June 10 from 
diabetes while vacationing in the 
Biue Mountains. He was long at- 
tached to Paramount in Sydney, 
quitting to handle publicity .for 
Universal-International under Lin 
Endean. In the past year he had 
mane hess > semrnslics via a 
ydney radio trade newspaper. 
‘ Survived by wife and two chil- 
ren, 


many years, 


wife and 








KITTEN SNOW 


Ethel Matthews, 59, . former 
vaude artist known fessionally 
as Kitten Snow, di June 14 in 


Jersey City. Miss Snow, a pianist 
and singer, toured the U. S. vaude 
circuits as part of the Will Rogers 
show. At one time she was head 
pianist for Remick & Co., music 
eee Her husband, Star 
latthews, vet sports announcer for 
the Baltimore Sun, died in 1933. 
Surviving is a brother, 


ARTHUR SIEGEL * 
Arthur Siegel, one of the 
founders of the M Theatre 
Assn. and an adve ve 





in St. Louis, died in that city, June | Lak 


11, of complications following a 
fall on a soda bottle at Sportsman's 
Park, St. Louis, May 30. 

Siegel was named a director of 
the theatre association when it 


was founded in 1919 and served 


as second v.p. for the last 10 years. |. 


His wife survives, ~. 


Seen 


TOBY NOVIUS 4 stock 


Toby Novius, 40, actor,- musician 

and St. Louis emcee, died in a St. 

ae —— Ree 13, of gh 
sease, son of actor parents, he 

began his theatrical career at the 

_ o 3 and toured throughout the 

ntry, 

ean ae aaa Lo os 

years ‘0 a 

conveaians shows. lie “x 

in musical novelties satires. 

His mother survives. 


Arne Hailin 48, | sean 

in Sweden, died in Stockholms June 

13 of a cerebral . Hal- 

ne began his career in the motion 

business as 

salesman for Universal ‘in 

Wate and SB y Bos 

duction com : r 

manager of Metro’s Swedish office 

in 1937. ; si 
Surviving is his wife. 


MAURICE GREENOW 
‘Maurice Greeniow, 67, who sang 
with the choruses of both the 
Metropolitan, ‘N. Y., and Chicago 
16 ie Opera companies, died June 
ow, a 
tenor, began his career with the 
late Oscar Hammerstein. He was 
active in the- American Guild of 
yeaa Artists, retiring eight 
0. 
A daughter survives. 


GENARO 


Genaro Petrilli. trum 
for 15 years in’ Louisniiie. dled 











with local and touring orths, 


for se 


and 

years. was a of 

the (Louisville) ye oped 
Petrilli was 


crew.| Wife, 65, of Herman BeirSsdorf, 
a longtime member | division sales manager for Lippert 

of Local 11 there and 
No rade Pair tf Inc died June 10 


nightspot catering to musicians 
and entertainers. 


PETER A. PAVLENKO 

Peter A. Pavienko, 52, play- 
wright-novelist, died June 16 in 
Moscow. Although his novels and 
plays were aimed at arousing Com- 
munist sentiments, he had received 
international prominence for_ his 
scenario on “Alexander Nevsky,” 
the Sergei Eisenstein film. 

Pavienko was awarded several 
Stalin prizes for his works. 








LANI MC INTIRE 

Lani McIntire, 47, orch leader, 
died June 17 in New York. Mc- 
Intire had conducted the Hawai- 
ian band at the Lexington Hotel, 
N. Y., for the past nine years. He 
penned more than 100 tunes, in- 
cluding “One Rose,” and had been 
accompanist to Bing Crosby. and 
other singers. 

His wife survives. 





LOUIS BENTON 

Louis Benton; 57, who had man- 
aged several theatres for his broth- 
er, the late William E. Benton, and 
who had operated on his own in 
Albany and Troy, died June 5 in 
Saratoga Springs, N.<«Y., after a 
long siege of heart trouble. He 
had been in retirement. 

Wife and five children survive. 





KENNETH PERKINS 
Kenneth Perkins, 61, author and 
screenwriter, who wrote many of 
the early William S. Hart and Tom 
Mix westerns, died in Hollywood 
June 8. In recent months he had 
scripted several Gene Autry vid- 


pix. 
Widow, daughter and brother 
survive, 





WILLIAM L. SHERRY 

William L. Sherry, 77, one of 
the founders of Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., died June 14 in New 
York. Sherry was a former v.p. 
of Paramount and jater was asso- 
ciated with Universal, United Art- 
ists and Metro. 

Four daughters survive. 





JOSIE. SIMPSON 

Josie Simpson, 74, former acro- 
bat, died June 10 in Oswego, N. Y. 
Mrs. Simpson and her husband, the 
late Edward Simpson, had toured 
in vaude and with the Hunt Circus 
for many years. 

Survived by four nieces and 
several nephews. 


SAMUEL L. WILGUS 
Samuel L. Wilgus, 96, pioneer in 
the development the Indian 
area near Bellefon- 





e. resort 


Wilgus, he bu 
hall, roller coaster and 
at Russells Point. 


BESSIE DAINTY 

Mrs. Bessie Dainty, of Kelleys 
Island, O., former vaudeville and 
performer, was killed June 9 
in an auto accident in New Mexico. 

In recent years Mrs; Dainty had 
performed in = the~ Civic ra 
and Dramatic Guild at Detroit. 


Tc ia B. BREWER 
and former orch conductor, died 
June 16 in Cleveland. 

Surviving are his wife, three 
sons and a daughter. 











Bishop George Allen Beecher, 





0 Societ died Jone 12 
ae York. * 


— ee 


been 








Father, 85, of George Cukor, 
film director, died at his Beverly 
Hills home June 10, Daughter, 
Elsie Cukor Lipton, also survives. 





Father, 78, of screen actor Cesar 
Romero, died in Hollywood June 
10. Widow, another son, and two 
daughters survive. 





Edward O. Gilbert, 76, manager 
of Allied Theatres in Berlin; N.H., 


until his retirement in 1948, died 
in that city June 10: 





Walter Broucksick, owner-opera- 
tor of Avon Theatre, New Vienna, 


O., was killed June 17 in a motor- | 


cycle crash near Leesburg. 


Hobart Hudson, 54, Chicago mo- 
tion picture operator, died June 12 
in Chicago. 








Wife of Paul Swan, dancer and 
ie died June 14 in Van Nuys, 
al, 





Father, 79, of Russ Smith, band- 
leader, died in Pittsburgh June 11. 


MARRIAGES 


Sally Ostrom to Roy B. White, 
Cincinnati, June 17. Groom is a 
20th-Fox. salesman and son of 
Maurice White, Cincy exhibitor. 

Muriel Bone to John Beck, West 
Haven, Conn.,: June 16. Bride is 
daughter of Varrety’s New Haven 
correspondent, Harold M. Bone. 

Dorothy Pyren to Robert Neu- 
kum, June 19, New York. Groom 
is a member of the chorus of 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” at 
the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 

Betty Fox to David Renard, Chi- 
cago, June 8. Bride is a talent 
agent, | 

Evelyn M. Berry to Walter E. 
Brooks, Portsmouth, N. H., June 9. 
Groom is manager of a drive-in 
theatre in Augusta, Me.; bride has 
been employed at Civic Theatre, 
Portsmouth. : 

Anna Catherine Daufenbach to 
Emil Foryan, Pittsburgh, May 26. 
Groom’s with 20th-Fox exchange 
there. « 

Lois Harrington to Billy Denni- 
son, Pittsburgh, June 9. Bride’s on 
Loew’s Penn Theatre staff there. 

Andrey Tyson to Robert Rine- 
hart, Pittsburgh, March 11, just 
announced. Bride’s the daughter 
of Dave Tyson, WCAE disk jockey. 

Rona Anderson to Gordon Jack- 
son, London, June 2. Both are 
Scottish stage and screen players. 

Samuel to Grant Sullivan, 
New York, June 12. Bride’s a vo- 
calist; he’s an actor. ; 

Muriel R. Smith to Normand Ja- 
cobs, June 16, N. Y. She’s secre- 
tary to Al Tamarin, United Artists 
publicity topper. 








habit of attending motion picture 

better pictures, Hope thinks, There 
rp ope 

should be a succession of pictures 


that the public can be convinced it | 


ean’t afford to miss, he feels. His 
plan would be to publicize the en- 
tire group in large cooperative ad- 
vertisements, even ieaek ky aah 


3 
E 
I 
i 
g 


erent. 
all the companies merge 
Seeictes to bring poopts halt ine 

ng people 
the theatres. — 

“Just dazzle the public—shoot 
at them a block of, say, a dozen 
outstanding pictures at one. time,” 
advises Hope. “And prove to the 
public that the motion picture. in- 
dustry is capable of turning out 
far Superior entertainment than 


83, fermer Wild West show per-| Ty 


former, died June 14 in Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Iowa. He had toured with 
the Col. William F, Cody (Buffalo 
BilD ‘show. 





Jack Valpey, 50, office manager 
of the Metro exchange in Los An- 
geles_ until his retirement 18 
months ago, died in Hollywood 
June 10 of cancer. Widow and 
daughter survive, 


Mrs. Josefa Schaller Ward, 67 





June 10;i9,.Brooklyn. - He, played, 


member of the educational - 


A second and supplementary way 
to help get the public back into the 
theatres, Hope thinks, would be 
for more picture stars to make 
more personal appearances in more 
theatres throughout the country— 
to do their bit to make the people 
more picture-conscious again by 
personal contact. 


Not One-Sided 
. While TV may have the advan- 





tages accruing from being able 
to furnish entertainment at a lower 
40 2906 # the SUNS ey sue 


cost for the public, ease of enter- 
tainment attainment and the ability 
to provide it the comforts of 
home, the contest 


which eats up so 
other .material “fast and 
necessarily has to be repetitious 
and work on a comparatively limit- 
ed budget in a restricted and limit- 
ed sphere. And so TY finds its out- 
let*on small home screens, always 
facing the danger of. satiating its 
fans. with too much of the same, he 
further points out. And, he says, 
| there’s also to be taken into con- 
sideration the gregarious character 
|of people and their urge to get out 
and go places where other people 
; are congregated. 

| Hope, however, makes it clear 
| he’s. mot scorning TV or blinding 
his eyes to its vast potentialities 





any more than radio, even though 


be his main field of endeavor. He 
has three picture commitments. But 
he also is signed for 10.TV appear- 
;ances during the next year, and 
| he’s assured of another radio con- 
tract for the coming season. It’ll 
probably be with Chesterfield, he 
says. After his five ‘personal ap- 
pearances on this brief tour he’ll 


into his next picture. 

One of the reasons that theatre 
business is holding up so mutch 
better in Great Britain is because 
the bulk of the public there travels 
about on bicycles instead of -in 
automoblies, Hope -points up. 

Bicycles impose less of a drain 
on the public’s pocketbook and, in 
consequence, leaves more morey 
to be spent on amusements, the 
comedian points out. It’s an im- 
portant factor, he feels. 

Of course, the fact that there is 
less food and fewer luxuries, aside 
from amusements, on which to 
spend money and that there is 
little television and comparatively 
little radio entertainment in Great 
Britain also helps to account sub- 
stantially for the long queues in 
front of theatres through many 
British cities, Hope stresses. 


Eastern Cafes 


Continued from page 1 
some of the top nitery names play- 









tically alongside their swimming 
pools, and trips to N. Y. cafes will 
become infrequent during the TV 
season. 

Many comics and singers work- 
ing television are anxiously await- 


they can spend more time in their 
Hollywood homes and 
front the additional expense of a 
York apartment. The video- 
that if they get the 


oo 


: 


There’s also 
playing theatre 
circuit bookers 
will periodically put in, stageshows 
available. 
HB rs ead a gma 

* agri to get a pull- 

a name, ° fact that most top 
shows originated in New York 
this season gave N. Y. bonifaces 
more opportunities to book top 
talent in fen ag years. 
Frank Sinatra, Thomas, 
Martin & Lewis and others became 
available because they were on the 
scene, ogee 1AM na: 


along with names, to spend more 
time in that area. It’s still a fact 
that many acts pick up a week’s 
salary for one television date. 
‘Hence many turns will prefer to 
work the Coast. 


under those circumstances hasn’t 
been doped out. They anticipate 
some dismal stretches of business, 
and some hope they'll be able to 
persuade names playing tele shows 
once monthly to plane in for an 
occasional two-week stand. Others 
feel that they'll have to latch onto 
a new formula that will make them 
less dependent upon headliners. 


how to wean customers away from 
headliners and still operate prof- 
itably. 
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and likely greatly expanded future. | 
And he’s not denying it his talents, | 


vacation a while before jumping) 


ing video will prefer to work prac- | 


ing completion of the cable so’ 


Just what cafe operators can do | 


H | 





few to up its prices, charging 
ith tax. House was cleared 


crowds, and'no film was shown in 
conjunction with the fight. 

Fight was carried in Washington 
_by the 1,900-seat Keith's (RKO) 
and the 1,550-seat Lincoln, part of 
| the District Theatres’ chain cater- 
‘ing to Negro audiences. At the 
Keith’s, the ticket sale was stopped 
an hour and 10 minutes before 
fight time, when the lineup still ex- 
tended a block-and-a-half Lincoln 
stopped selling tickets more than 
three hours in advance of the 
fight, turning away all comers after 
that. Audiences in both houses ex- 
emplified those in all theatres. 
| They were mostly males, in shirt- 
sleeves, who “applauded, yelled, 
booed and hissed, the same as they 
might have done at ringside. 

In Cleveland the RKO Palace 
also catered to standees with an 
| estimated 3,300 tickets sold. Palace 


the motion picture will continue té upped its boxoffice price to 90c at 


'5 p.m, In Albany, a crowd of ap- 
proximately 4,300 jammed the Pal- 
ace (Fabian), standing four-deep 
in the back and spilling down the 
side aisles. Same type of biz was 
hung up by Loew’s Century, Balti- 
more, and the Harlem in that city, 
which also plays to an exclusive 
Negro audience. 

Reception quality was generally 
considered excellent for large- 
screen, although it did not compare 
in brightness and definiticn with 
home TV. Albany Palace, for ex- 
ample, showed an over-supply of 
gray on the fight scenes, although 
| the closeup shots, of Louis being 
‘interviewed in the ring following 
‘the fight by narrator Bill Corum, 
'were much clearer. Considerable 
leriticism was voiced at Corum’s 
| commentary, on the~basis that he 
| spoke too little in the early rounds 
‘and too much in the fifth and sixth 
‘rounds. Sportswriter substituted 
‘for Jimmy Powers, originally as- 
signed the blow-by-blow calling, 





, who had a previous commitment 
for NBC-TV’s “Cavalcade . of 
Sports” show. 

BIRTHS | 


i 


| Mr. and Mrs. Spike Jones, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, June 13. Father is 
bandleader; mother, Helen Grayco, 
is singer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Roc 
| daughter, Hollywood, 
|Father is musical director 
| KLAC-TV there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Davis, son, 
| Albany, June 7. Father is an an- 
nouncer-disk jockey on WPTR 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe De Santis, son, 
June 15, New York. Parents are 
radio actors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Kennedy, 
twin sons, Pittsburgh, June 10. 
Father manages the Regal Theatre 

ere 


Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Christopher, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, June 8. 
Mother’s ‘Peggy Wallace, a nitery 


Hillman, 
June 9. 
at 


get away | th 


ey | dancer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meyer, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, June 11. 
Mother’s Millie (Whacky) Wayne, 
cafe comedienne, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jodie Copelan, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 12. 
Father is film editor on Gene 
Autry vidpix. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barre Shlaes, son, 
| N. Y., June 13. Mother is the for- 
|mer Jacqueline Ross, daughter of 
| the late Lou Metzger, one-time 
| manager of Universal studios on 
the Coast; father is former indie 
television package producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Menderson, 
son, June 10, Chicago. Father is 
radio-TV exec at W. B. Doner 
agency, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vic Rowland, son, 
Hollywood, June 13. Father is 
a of ABC press department on 


st. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel! Fields, son, 
Hollywood, June 13. Father’s a film 
editor for Frontier pictures; moth- 
er’s the daughter the late Sam 
Hellman. 

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Horst- 
mann, Jr., son, Philadelphia, June 
8. Father is a field director with 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Marcardin, 
daughter, New York, June 8. 


fon 
and copy chief for 
wah Husing Bandstand” (WMGM, 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Atcher, son, 
June 12, Chicago. Father is WLS 
cowboy singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bryant, 
daughter, June 17, Chicago. Father 
| is member of Edward Petry Co. Chi 








So far, few have any idea as to staff. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Ted Martin, daugh- 
| ter, Newark, N. J., June 17. Father 
lis @ singer on WHMCA, N.Y, 


‘and shuttered at 6:30 p.m., reopen- © 
| ing at 8:30 to: accommodate the 
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